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British Occupation

* General George Washington withdrew his troops in
August 1776 following the loss at the Battle of Long Island

* Strategic location to the port of New York was lost to

Great Fire of September 20, 1776

 Three days after British occupation of New York City, fire
broke out in the Fighting Cocks Tavern

* City firemen were not present

* A third of the city burnt and nearly 500 houses and other
structures destroyed, including Trinity Church

* Arson was suspected; more ;%\i.-« =
than 200 suspects were s [

interrogated, but no /

charges filed

11/12/2026

British Evacuation

* Mid-August 1783 Sir Guy
Carleton, British army and naval
commander, received orders for
the evacuation from London

* More than 29,000 Loyalist
refugees were evacuated from

the City

* British evacuated over 3,000
Black Loyalists, who were former
enslaved persons, to Nova
Scotia, East Florida, the
Caribbean, and London

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Evacuation Day

* George Washington triumphantly enters New York
on November 25, 1783

People of the
Revolution

Women of New York during the war

*  Women frequently responsible for maintaining
farms, operating businesses, and managing
household finances

* In urban areas they had to obtain food, clothing,
and fuel during periods of inflation and shortages

* Some women ran boardinghouses out of their
homes, worked as cooks, seamstresses, and
domestic servants

*  Some were politically active by supgorting the
Patriot cause, raising money, providing supplies,
gualifying their descendants for “Patriotic

ervice” in the DAR & SAR.

* Women may also be in a situation where their
family had split loyalty

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 4
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Rebecca Gomez

_‘]{—14715 ECCA GOMEZ,

[Has for fule at the Cuocorare Manufadlory
nd

¢ Jewish merchant and
chocolatier who owned a shop
in Manhattan during the British
occupation

* Her customers included Robert
Townshend of George
Washington’s Culper Spy ng Advertisement published in The Royal

American Gazette, December 2, 1780

* She traded extensively drinking
chocolate, which was seen as an
alternative to drinking British
tea

11/12/2026

African Americans during the war

* During the war, enslaved Africans
worke% in households, workshops,
commercial establishments, farms, and
maritime occupations

* Thousands sought freedom by going to
the British side; in 1783 the British
evacuation allowed many to flee

* Others joined the patriot cause during
the war

* New York adopted emancipation
lfﬁislation in 1799, and slavery wasn’t
fully abolished in the state until 1827

Researching Enslaved Persons

* Runaway Ads 11N away the a6rb of chis-Inft.
Faly, from Me f’-[rpllhn'"wu bron Wocks, tormges
ne of the wl
¢ Town Records A o
N

¢ Land Deeds
¢ Probate Records

* New York Slavery
Record Index

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org




The World Turned Upside Down: New York in the Revolution

New York Slavery Records Index

Records of Enslaved Persons and Slave Holders in New York from 1525 though the Civil War
Record Type
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yslavery.commons.gc.cuny.edu/
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Native Americans during the War

0 Iro?uois Confederacy consisting of six nations maintained
d(iiP omatic, and commercial relationships with Britain; war
added tremendous pressure to these relationships

* Oneida and Tuscarora generally supported the American cause

* Mohawk, Seneca, Onondaga, and Cayuga tribes supported the
British or were divided :

* Concern over land sovereignty,
trade, and the future if independence
occurred

¢ After the war, American settlement
expanded into lands previously s
occupied or controlled by Native
peoples

11/12/2026

Researching the
people of

Revolutionary era
New York

Newspapers

* British occupied New York City allowed Loyalist
publications

* Patriot newspapers continued to circulate in areas
controlled by the patriot cause

* Newspapers strongly influenced public opinion,
political positions, and criticize the other side

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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fallowing tie: Annals of Tryon Countys o the Border Warfare of New York, During the Revolution.
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Revolutionary War Manuscripts in the
New York State Library

* Jacob Abbott Collection * Andrew Elliot Papers
¢ Albany Committee of *  Ebenezer Foote Papers
Correspondence

*  Richard Frothingham Papers
*  John Andre Papers

+ Willis T. Hanson Collection
Peter Bellinger Papers

* Robert R. Livingston Papers
¢ Henry Bogart Papers

+ Philip Schuyler Papers
* John Campbell Papers

*  Schuyler Mansion Papers
*  George Clinton Papers

* Ticonderoga Papers
*  Signers Collection

*  Van Rensselaer- Rankin Collection

Life During the American Revolution: Resources for Students and Educators:
Primary Resources

This guide offers research tips and resource suggestions for educators and students interested in the American Revolution

i Sk e s Ge? o | T —
Sk Epmaceof e Aneian ot | Woen s he Wor_|_Ingoes P s i | s P I Coal sy

Resources for Eduzators

Primary Sources vs. Secondary Sources: Can you tell the difference? Types of Primary Sources

« Gomespondance
‘The writer or crealor of the primary source is likely 1o be a * Diaries
partcipant or abserver of an historcal ovent, and ofers an
account of a partcular tme period

« Momoss
HEPRINT « Prnts
- Maps

‘Some examples of prmary resources include. - T « Newspapors

suntington During the . 3 + Sheet music
y VIS - Broadsidos

« Lend records

« Famiy bisies

Types of Secondary
Sources
« Biographies
« Books that interpret or
‘analyze events

libguides.nypl.org/americanrevolutionresources/primarysources

Letters written by Ebenezer Huntington during the American Revolution. a

Tite
Authar

Publishad by

Format

Items in the library and offsite

Filtr by

em lacation + | Aitbiiy +

Displaying 1 item

AvaiLABILTY caLL NuMBER FTEM LOCATION owision USE RESTRICTIONS

libguides.nypl.org/americanrevolutionresources/primarysources
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Tip
Seek out local

resources

Resources on the local level

* Published local histories of individual towns and
counties

* Archives at local historical societies may have
manuscripts not digitized or cataloged

» Contact local town historian—a paid
position in the state of New York

anCeStry Wome Ties Seach Memories DNA Y 0 o0 & o

Inhabitants of New York, I774-1776

Inhabitants of New York, 1774-1776

Browse this collection

Tatio of Gantents

Page Number
N

Ancestry.com/search/collections/49200
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In the Revolutionary Er an

Miller, Nathan Jr.
Miller, Nathaniel

75-B2
76:1.1.3.2.2.1.0
76:0.0.1.1.1

75-C
5-A, 768

OO ANANZO BN R AR U B ZRZRB LD B AD D ZE

Mills, Hope

Ancestry.com/search/collections/49200

18th-century Primary Sources for New York

Very few vital records were recorded at the county level
during the 18th century
Alternatives:

¢ Church Records

* Probate Records

* Land Deeds

* Almshouse Records

« Coroner Records
* Newspapers

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 13
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Forfeiture Act of 1779 in New York

An act passed on October 22, 1779, was part of New York’s
policy of punishing those who “adhered to the enemies of this
state” during the Revolutionary War.

* Targeted individuals: Known Loyalists who supported the
British cause

* Property seizure: All real and personal property of those
named Loyalists in the act

* Banishment: Listed specific individuals to be banished from
New York

* Sale of property: Forfeited estates were to be sold, and the
proceeds returned to the state New York

nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/objects/41931#

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 14
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Loyalist Records

* UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835
(Ancestry.com)

* List of loyalists against whom judgements were
given under the Confiscation Act of 1779
(New York Public Library)

* United Empire Loyalist database

WreanEpet Q) " @A) el eGonb + o1

UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835
m Maecr o4 teams e Browse this collection

I8 ARCHIVES & MANUSCRIPTS o B2 =

List of loyalists against whom j it the C ion Act

DIGITAL ASSETS -

archives.nypl.org
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== United Empire Loyalists' S
==T~ Assoclation of Canada LLE

INFORMATION ON THE LovaLists

Please Note - Disclainer
Thi Directory s fo be used 2 2 guideline onf. It mot proof. Fiesse cosvalt with 3 Hranch Genealogit

B Al applications before 3015

Information on Tndividual Leyalists
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uelac.or

prefix/Rank | Capt

Given & Mic
Middle
Namefs)

Surname Grass
Suffix

UELAC Status

Where Kingston, ON
Resettled

Proof of
Loyalty

Notes on
Status

Regiment Company No. 2

earlyas1

Enllstment | <1735 possibly Strashourg

Date

uelac.org

Settled Before | Bowman Creek near Canaj
war

Date/Place of | In1813
Death

Place of Burial | The Methodist Churchir

on Sydenham Road where he was bu

Spouse 1. Mary Anne, in Philade

2. Margaret Schwarz, marr atthe Lutheran Churchiin

Children
reh

Blography Refer to:

« Captain (John) Michael Grass, UE,

* Captain Michael Grass, - OF.

- Captain Michael Grass, &
Proven
Descendants.

uelac.org
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Revolutionary War

Patriots

11/12/2026

Determine if your ancestor fought

How old was your Revolutionary War veteran:
King George's War (1740-1748)

The French and Indian War (1754-1763)

7

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Battles in New York

* Capture of Fort Ticonderoga, May 10, 1775

* Battle of Long Island, 1776

* Battle of Harlem Heights, September 16, 1776
* Battle of Fort Washington, November 16, 1776
* Battle of Oriskany, 1777

* Saratoga Campaign, 1777

11/12/2026

Does your soldier’s age fit?
* Ages are not listed very often, and town
given; use "FAN" approach
* Age range of typical soldier, 18-35
* Average birth year 1735-1760
* Extremes early 1700s & late 1760s

Oral Family Traditions

o 1775 to 2026
o Lost in translation
o Preserving stories

« Confirming stories with
primary sources

¢ Hero or Deserter?
« Proving or disproving
Grandma

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Cemetery
Clues and Pitfalls
« Is there a gravestone for your vet?
« Cemetery and burial records
« Transcribed gravestones
o Where is his spouse buried?
o Is there a flag marker?

- S.A.R. marker on the right grave?

11/12/2026

Useful Resources

* Muster rolls ¢ Pension files

* Quartermaster ¢ Journals and

rolls diaries -
e O, tenenant g

* Published * 1840 Census !

enealogies

B & ¢ Maps
» Correspondence

from officers
» Town histories . et

1911 State Capitol Fire in Albany

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org

20



The World Turned Upside Down: New York in the Revolution 11/12/2026

Fomiy Tree Search Wemories GetInvalved  Actviies 00 0B 4 owiume

o Ty refesting e e splogize o amy

New York in the Revol lony and state Tecords from the Office
of the State comptroller

I0ENTIFIER

116588_01
o New York (state). Comptrolers Office

eng
svorecr New York (State) - History Revolution, 1775-1783

sa4

ONING INSTITUTION | e

PUBLISHERDICITAL plbany, N. Y. : 3. B. Lyon Co., Printers

ity on S e e Acvin 9008 & § o

= New Yorkin the Revol lony and state a d records from the Office
n 1 of the State comptroller
2. NEW YORK ;
entieien [
IN THE REVOLUTION
& cRenToR New York (State). Comptrolr’s Offce
COLONY AND STATE
- tancuace o
Smect New York (State) - History Revolutin, 1775-1763
PAGE counr o
UG HSTITUTION e

PUBLISHERDICITAL  plbany, N. Y. : 3. . Lyon Co,, Printers

FamilySea

« Cc @ O 8 &= https familysearch.org/i

3 Fies/E/

& New York in the Revolution as colony and s

NEW YORK COLONY AND STATE

REVOLUTION

THE LINE

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 21



The World Turned Upside Down: New York in the Revolution

identifier
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CALENDAR

HISTORICAL MANUSCRIPTS,

WAR OF THE REVOLUTION,

SHORETARY OF STATE.
ALBANY, K ¥,

o &

New York are published in Calendar of
Historical Manuscripts, Relating to the
War of the Revolution, (Albany: 1868)

A large collection of documents relating
to officers and enlisted men from the
Revolutionary War from New York are
published in this two-volume set.

New York in the American Revolution: A Source
Guide for Genealogists and Historians

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Papers of the War Department
1784-1800

* On November 8, 1800, there was a fire at the War
Department

* Revolutionary War pension applications and
bounty land application files were destroyed

* A project was started to rebuild the War
Department Papers, led by Ted Crackel; the project
team visited more than 200 repositories and about
42,000 documents collected and scanned

#x» —— PAPERS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT —— ###
1784 - 1800

Aboot  News Guides Tesch Tomscribe  Collection \‘.m‘_

Guides

‘How 1o use Ti Papns of Tir War Dssrest Histowiear Coxmixr
# Browsing Names and Dacuments # Resources for the Late Eightecnth Cenmury United
T States

* Searching the Callection

* Pakeograply ecsoueces

wardepartmentpapers.org/s/home/page/Guides

*  How to Cite Documents.

%W\ U\ :70\\&. AL

S Beyar sy PE 1 New ork Regiment.
f} e Chw J_‘t __ (Revalutionary :w-,.
e Tawwals o
ot o an . T G iR
] " E
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See also.
CMSR Revolutionary War - —
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D Enmmonct gt
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CMSR Revolutionary War

<plancestry

[ oo YR

Firsta Micte Namets) Lastame.

Ancestry.com/sea

New York, U.S., Pension Claims by Disabled
Revolutionary War Veterans, 1779-1789

Browse this collection

/collectio

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Alexander Mills apit csme
inthe New York, US, Peasi

asion Claims by Di 2 , 17791789

11/12/2026

Ancestry.com/search/collections/9730/

Alexander Mills

in the New York, US., Pes

Pension Timeline

* 1776: Half pay for officers and men disabled in
the service and were incapable of earning a living.

* 1780: Half pay for 7 yrs. To widows and orphans
of officers.

* 1806: Pensions allowed to veterans of State troops
and militia for the first time.

* 1818: Pensions for life based on a period of 9 mos.
or until the end of the war.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Pension Timeline

* 1820: Certified inventories of pensioner’s estate
and income were required.

* 1832: Pensions granted to those with service less
than 6 mos.

* 1838: Widows were authorized pensions for 5 yrs.
if they had married the veteran before 1794.

* 1848: Widows were authorized pensions for life if
they had married the veteran before 1800.

Pension Timeline

1853: All widows restrictions were eliminated.

.

1869: Daniel F. Bakeman last pensioner dies.

.

1878: Widows authorized pensions for life if the
veteran only served 2 weeks.

1906: Esther (Sumner) Damon the last widower to
collect a pension dies in Vermont.

Genealogical Abstracts
Of Revolutionary War

Pension Files

Volume III: N - Z

Abstracted by
Virgil D. White

Virgil White Pension Abstracts

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 26
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Abstracts of Rev. War Pension Files

(continued) to whom she was m 2 Feb 1802 or 1803 & he d 2 Jul 1836 & she & sol wer

hero 2 May 1885 4 his wid appl there 1 Jun 1885

v s 2 P
Madison Co NY, in 1620 sol was aged 63 with a wife

0 4 5 Line, WA195, BLN #79018-160-55, w1 appl
KT, "had beon a widowor many yre, sol m 2nd to Frances
Padgett on 10 Hov. 167 1 'o01 . thoro. 22 Aug 1051 sa stotor by +1d or 5% May 1651 s
Snava 1n ihe offIolal recards, wid appi 1 Mas 103 Lincoln Ca RY agsd 80 "ada yran A she wia lving
1 there for BLW on 28 May 1835, in 1820 sol hod roforred to his children; Sally 29
reiod, Littloton 10, Jenny 17 & ainglo & Alaira aged 7, in 1818 a Martin
e

1 roo'd KY State BL (lot #: Twnshp of Homer in wes
[2¢ (60> atren: in that Mection. SOl B Hiitanetn Domn 11 o Salon Ap
1770, at one time sol lived at Minisink in Orange Co a"5" hug 1697 4t Danby . Toupkine o ¥
3 hib wid ‘sppd 10 Fob 1840 n Rochoster Co NI, 1n 1943 sh was living st Ypsilant NI
UL there m T840, (i WOp1 26 BN on d1dwal Tesk ak Detrold MI where she thon live
6 (both dates given), children wero; Apr 1785 & d 16 Jun 1785, Jomes b
m 7 Apr 1807 & wos oxc'r of his Tt s, will, Josagh b 22 Jun 1786 8 ha m 18 Nev
p 1873, Elizabeth b 23 Jul 1790 & she m 15 Mar 1812, Levy b 21 Jul 1782 & 4 5 Jul
7 & d 25 Jun 1814, Daniol b 30 Oct 1796 & he m 14 Jan "1831 7" & he d 9 Aug
Jan 1801 & he m 21 Nov 1822 & in 1840

a wr. Ap:
uu A he n 10 May 1683 8 In 1640 he wes v Rochester in Onkland Co NI & Seth Hill b 3
e was a nmnm. :o his mother's aff'dt in 1843 in Washtenaw Co MI (spouses not named)
Teaving no children but sol loft a bros & sisters, fowit; Isaiah, Martin D., Zachariah,
. Sarah & Rebecca Salyers who appl 13 Jan 1854 in Scott Co VA, a Samuel Salyer, Jr. made

Zachariah Salyer Abstract

Going beyond
Abstracts and Dissecting

Pension Files

i From v ek 15 W 026 Bomevotion e T sy

US, Revolutionary War
Pensions, 1800-1900

Unitod States - 175-1900

Records: 249,573 . Complote:100%
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Revolutionary War » Revolutionary War Penslons » Massachusetts » W > Whitney > JoshuaWhitney » Pagel

Browse the collections Search wihinrecords
| VETERAN SURNAME ) VETERAN NAME PAGE
Whitney i i
- e i . . . .
whittemore Joshua Whitney Paget Page2 Page3 Paged Pages
whitten Lemuel Whitney .
whiter Leonard Whitney
4
whiting Micah Whitney Pages Fage? Pages Page Page 10
ity Nathan Whitney
Vel i Page 11 Page 12 Page 13 Page 14 Page 15
— = [ =1 ==1

Zacheus Salyer Pension

cheus Salyer Pens
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Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty Land Warrant
Application File W. 4604, for Zaccheus Salyer, New York

catalog.archives.gov

~
f01d3 < HOME  SEARCH ~ BROWSE  MEMORIALS  HELP

“ancestry

Final Payment VouchersIndex For
Military Pensions, 1 1864

CONFLICT: Revolutionary War
RECORD! 769

COMPLETE: m—100%

DESCRIPTION DISCOVERIES.

Pension payment records are not typically found in pension application files.
These cards were created as an index for the final payments made to either the
veteran or his widow. They provide additional details on where a family may have
moved in the early- to mid-19th century, death dates of veterans, widows, or
dependent children, and sometimes the maiden name of a widow.

fold3.com
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FINAL PAYMENT YOUCHER RECEIVED FROM
THE GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

GSA DEC 69 7088

Final Payment Voucher Index

Final Payment Vouchers
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Final Payment Vouchers

Consider Adopting the

Regiment or Crew

N

o b 8 oo

Locating the Regiment by Company
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Fle  Home et Oraw  Pagelajomt  fomulas  Data  Review  View  Automate  Help
9| [ f“j“‘ cattorl Ju_ A & Genersl ] El
Paste L3 CoY P y B ] Conaitional
" Sremaruse | B 7[R » & HEE Fomating -
3 fi  https:/fwewwrwikitree.com /wiki/Plumer-240
A 5 £ \ )
Last Name: First Name Rank Miles Marched  Days Served Born death location  Pension|
2 Poor Jonathan Captain 86 1) 1737 Newbury 1807 Newbury, Mass  None
1 iligley Moses. st Lieut, 86 L)
4 vale Simeon 2nd Ueut. 86 6 1738 Newbury 1798 Newbury, Mass.
5 Todd Seriamin semt 5 § 174 Rowley. Mass 1823 Rowley. Mass
6 |Plummer Paul Sergt. 86 8 1746 Rowley, Mass 1831 Rowley, Mass
7 Oole Stephen Private 86 )
Dole Henry 86 Ll
ODole Dawid 86 6
10 Gemish samuel 8 6
Jomn 5- enisted inthe army.
Daniel, Jr. 86 Ll
llisley Anthony 86 6
Noyes. John 86 6
Puumer wiliam o s
o Plumer ware S .
7 [Poor Stephen 8 s
18 Thurston tohn 8 6

11/12/2026

Excel Spreadsheet Database

Seek or Apply to

Hereditary Societies

Hereditary Societies

* Online access to applications or lineage that
confirms a connection to a veteran ancestor?

* Confirm with relatives if someone has already
joined a group such as the DAR or the SAR

* Inquire about membership after confirming a
match, or discovering a potential veteran or
someone with "Patriotic service" for the Rev. War
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* National Society Sons of the American Revolution

* National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution

* National Society Children of the American
Revolution

* General Society of the Sons of the Revolution

* Society of the Cincinnati

* Daughters of the Cincinnati

* The Order of Founders and Patriots

PRESER IE N HISTORY

Your History Is the Nation's History

sarpatriots.sar.org/patriot/search
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Patriot Search Results

sarpatriots.sar.org/patriot/search

& Zacheus SALYOR

The folkowing information was assembled from numerdus sources and cannot be used directy as proof of Qualitying Service of Lineage.

e i
e

' OF May 1760 Danby /1 NY
03 Aug 1817 Danby /  NY

Captain HICKS CO., 1ST NY REG

NSSAR £130865 ciles, "Certficate of Service™

Exzavetn Doane
n Phebe:

Hembers g Share This Ancesior
[pate Approvedsocieny[ACN _[sAR Membar info [Lineage via Child|View Application Detail]
.

[1see1227 o e [ ] | cack to Purchase

sarpatriots.s /patriot/s

I IS I veveces ceneacooy slos swop @ £ W @& Q
Dau%h(ers of the
Americar’ Revolution®

National Society ~ Constitution Hall ~ Museum  Library  Archives  Giving

Research Your Family History

Are youjust starting out on your jourmey to discover your family roots...or are you one document away from solving a mystery of one of your ancestors? Wherever you are in

your genealogical process, DAR is here 1o help. The DAR Genealogical Research System (GRS) includes free oriine databases containing information on Revolutionary patiot
I well as the vast aray of genealogical resources from the DAR Library.
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Genealogical Research
(GRS)
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genealogy-resources

-
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: e Review

-

-

- 1. The 18th Century in New York was a time
~ of rebellion and change for all residents.
= | 2. Thelives of individuals who endured the
- war are stories often overlooked.

- 4

- . 3. Examining surviving 18th-century diaries,
- newspapers, and military records for both
= the Patriot and Loyalist cause shed light
e | into the lives of all involved during the

- ® i Revolutionary War years.

- |

- t

-

—~ ‘

- |

- T

- I

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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Upcoming Events

ONLINE LECTURE

Inking History: Charles Schulz’s Peanuts and the
American Revolution

Presented by Benjamin Clark; Moderated by Curt DiCamillo

November 20, 2026, 4:00 - 5:00 PM ET

ONLINE LECTURE

No Battlefield Service Required: Uncovering the Patriotic
Service of Your Ancestors During the American

Revolution Presented by Melanie McComb
November 21, 2026, 2:00 - 3:15 PM ET

AMERICAN INSPIRATION VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT
The American Revolution and the Fate of the World
Presented by Richard Bell, Moderated by Eliga Gould

November 23,2026, 6:00 - 7:00 PM ET

IN-PERSON EXHIBIT
Patriots of Color
On view through February 28, 2027

AmericanAncestors.org/Events

Join  Research Services  Support  Abewt [ American Ancestors

Research Yo

' DoYou Have
Reyolutionary Roots?

Find Out More —3

revolutionaryroots.AmericanAncestors.org

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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