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David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist
November 12, 2026

New York in the Revolution

The World Turned 
Upside Down

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (50 mins.)

• Q&A (10 mins.)

• New York in the Revolution
• Researching NY Loyalists
• Researching NY Patriots
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New York 
1776–1783

New York 1776–1783

Division within New York 
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British Occupation
• General George Washington withdrew his troops in 

August 1776 following the loss at the Battle of Long Island

• Strategic location to the port of New York was lost to 
British Control from the summer of 1776 through 1783

Great Fire of September 20, 1776
• Three days after British occupation of New York City, fire 

broke out in the Fighting Cocks Tavern

• City firemen were not present

• A third of the city burnt and nearly 500 houses and other 
structures destroyed, including Trinity Church

• Arson was suspected; more 
than 200 suspects were 
interrogated, but no 
charges filed

British Evacuation
• Mid-August 1783 Sir Guy 

Carleton, British army and naval 
commander, received orders for 
the evacuation from London

• More than 29,000 Loyalist 
refugees were evacuated from 
the City

• British evacuated over 3,000 
Black Loyalists, who were former 
enslaved persons, to Nova 
Scotia, East Florida, the 
Caribbean, and London
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Evacuation Day
• George Washington triumphantly enters New York 

on November 25, 1783

People of the 
Revolution

Women of New York during the war
• Women frequently responsible for maintaining 

farms, operating businesses, and managing 
household finances

• In urban areas they had to obtain food, clothing, 
and fuel during periods of inflation and shortages

• Some women ran boardinghouses out of their 
homes, worked as cooks, seamstresses, and 
domestic servants

• Some were politically active by supporting the 
Patriot cause, raising money, providing supplies, 
qualifying their descendants for “Patriotic 
Service” in the DAR & SAR.

• Women may also be in a situation where their 
family had split loyalty
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Rebecca Gomez
• Jewish merchant and 

chocolatier who owned a shop 
in Manhattan during the British 
occupation

• Her customers included Robert 
Townshend of George 
Washington’s Culper Spy Ring

• She traded extensively drinking 
chocolate, which was seen as an 
alternative to drinking British 
tea

African Americans during the war
• During the war, enslaved Africans 

worked in households, workshops, 
commercial establishments, farms, and 
maritime occupations

• Thousands sought freedom by going to 
the British side; in 1783 the British 
evacuation allowed many to flee

• Others joined the patriot cause during 
the war

• New York adopted emancipation 
legislation in 1799, and slavery wasn’t 
fully abolished in the state until 1827

Researching Enslaved Persons
• Runaway Ads

• Town Records

• Land Deeds

• Probate Records

• New York Slavery 
Record Index
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nyslavery.commons.gc.cuny.edu/

nyslavery.commons.gc.cuny.edu/

nyslavery.commons.gc.cuny.edu/
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Native Americans during the War
• Iroquois Confederacy consisting of six nations maintained 

diplomatic, and commercial relationships with Britain; war 
added tremendous pressure to these relationships

• Oneida and Tuscarora generally supported the American cause

• Mohawk, Seneca, Onondaga, and Cayuga tribes supported the 
British or were divided

• Concern over land sovereignty, 
trade, and the future if independence
occurred

• After the war, American settlement 
expanded into lands previously 
occupied or controlled by Native 
peoples

Researching the 
people of 

Revolutionary era 
New York

Newspapers 
• British occupied New York City allowed Loyalist 

publications

• Patriot newspapers continued to circulate in areas 
controlled by the patriot cause

• Newspapers strongly influenced public opinion, 
political positions, and criticize the other side
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AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database

AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database

AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database
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AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database

AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database

Diaries and Letters
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nysl.nysed.gov/scandocs/revolution

nysl.nysed.gov/scandocs/revolution

nysl.nysed.gov/scandocs/revolution

The World Turned Upside Down: New York in the Revolution

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org



11/12/2026

11

Revolutionary War Manuscripts in the 
New York State Library

• Jacob Abbott Collection

• Albany Committee of 
Correspondence

• John Andre Papers 

• Peter Bellinger Papers

• Henry Bogart Papers

• John Campbell Papers

• George Clinton Papers

• Signers Collection

• Andrew Elliot Papers 

• Ebenezer Foote Papers

• Richard Frothingham Papers 

• Willis T. Hanson Collection

• Robert R. Livingston Papers

• Philip Schuyler Papers

• Schuyler Mansion Papers

• Ticonderoga Papers 

• Van Rensselaer- Rankin Collection

libguides.nypl.org/americanrevolutionresources/primarysources

libguides.nypl.org/americanrevolutionresources/primarysources
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TipTip
Seek out local 

resources 

Resources on the local level
• Published local histories of individual towns and 

counties

• Archives at local historical societies may have
manuscripts not digitized or cataloged

• Contact local town historian—a paid 
position in the state of New York

Ancestry.com/search/collections/49200
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/49200

18th-century Primary Sources for New York

Very few vital records were recorded at the county level 
during the 18th century

Alternatives:
• Church Records
• Probate Records
• Land Deeds
• Almshouse Records
• Coroner Records
• Newspapers

New York Loyalists 
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New York Loyalists

Forfeiture Act of 1779 in New York
An act passed on October 22, 1779, was part of New York’s 
policy of punishing those who “adhered to the enemies of this 
state” during the Revolutionary War.

• Targeted individuals: Known Loyalists who supported the 
British cause

• Property seizure: All real and personal property of those 
named Loyalists in the act

• Banishment: Listed specific individuals to be banished from 
New York

• Sale of property: Forfeited estates were to be sold, and the 
proceeds returned to the state New York

digitalcollections.archives.nysed.gov/index.php/Detail/objects/41931#
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Loyalist Records
• UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835 

(Ancestry.com)

• List of loyalists against whom judgements were 
given under the Confiscation Act of 1779 
(New York Public Library)

• United Empire Loyalist database

Ancestry.com

archives.nypl.org
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List of loyalists against whom judgments were 
given under the Confiscation Act

FamilySearch.org

Forfeited Estates sold in NYC from 1784-1789
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uelac.org

uelac.org

uelac.org
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Revolutionary War 
Patriots

Determine if your ancestor fought
• How old was your Revolutionary War veteran:

• King George's War (1740-1748)

• The French and Indian War (1754–1763)
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Battles in New York
• Capture of Fort Ticonderoga, May 10, 1775

• Battle of Long Island, 1776

• Battle of Harlem Heights, September 16, 1776

• Battle of Fort Washington, November 16, 1776

• Battle of Oriskany, 1777

• Saratoga Campaign, 1777

Does your soldier’s age fit?
• Ages are not listed very often, and town 

given; use "FAN" approach

• Age range of typical soldier, 18-35

• Average birth year 1735-1760

• Extremes early 1700s & late 1760s

Oral Family Traditions
• 1775 to 2026
• Lost in translation
• Preserving stories
• Confirming stories with 

primary sources
• Hero or Deserter?
• Proving or disproving 

Grandma
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Cemetery 
Clues and Pitfalls

• Is there a gravestone for your vet?

• Cemetery and burial records

• Transcribed gravestones

• Where is his spouse buried?

• Is there a flag marker?

- S.A.R. marker on the right grave?

Useful Resources
• Muster rolls

• Quartermaster 
rolls

• Published 
genealogies

• Correspondence 
from officers

• Town histories 

• Pension files 

• Journals and 
diaries

• 1840 Census

• Maps

1911 State Capitol Fire in Albany
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FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org

New York are published in Calendar of 
Historical Manuscripts, Relating to the 
War of the Revolution, (Albany: 1868)

A large collection of documents relating 
to officers and enlisted men from the 
Revolutionary War from New York are 
published in this two-volume set.

New York in the American Revolution: A Source 
Guide for Genealogists and Historians
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Papers of the War Department 
1784-1800

• On November 8, 1800, there was a fire at the War 
Department

• Revolutionary War pension applications and 
bounty land application files were destroyed

• A project was started to rebuild the War 
Department Papers, led by Ted Crackel; the project 
team visited more than 200 repositories and about 
42,000 documents collected and scanned

wardepartmentpapers.org/s/home/page/Guides

CMSR Revolutionary War 
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CMSR Revolutionary War 

Pensions

Ancestry.com/search/collections/9730/
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/9730/

Ancestry.com/search/collections/9730/

Pension Timeline
• 1776: Half pay for officers and men disabled in 

the service and were incapable of earning a living.

• 1780: Half pay for 7 yrs. To widows and orphans 
of officers.

• 1806: Pensions allowed to veterans of State troops 
and militia for the first time.

• 1818: Pensions for life based on a period of 9 mos. 
or until the end of the war.
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Pension Timeline
• 1820: Certified inventories of pensioner’s estate 

and income were required.  

• 1832: Pensions granted to those with service less 
than 6 mos. 

• 1838: Widows were authorized pensions for 5 yrs. 
if they had married the veteran before 1794.

• 1848: Widows were authorized pensions for life if 
they had married the veteran before 1800.

Pension Timeline
• 1853: All widows restrictions were eliminated.

• 1869: Daniel F. Bakeman last pensioner dies.

• 1878: Widows authorized pensions for life if the 
veteran only served 2 weeks.

• 1906: Esther (Sumner) Damon the last widower to 
collect a pension dies in Vermont. 

Virgil White Pension Abstracts
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Zachariah Salyer Abstract

Going beyond 
Abstracts and Dissecting 

Pension Files

fold3.com
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fold3.com

Zacheus Salyer Pension

Zacheus Salyer Pension
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Zacheus Salyer Pension

Zacheus Salyer Pension

Zacheus Salyer Pension
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Zacheus Salyer Pension

Zacheus Salyer Pension

Zacheus Salyer Pension

The World Turned Upside Down: New York in the Revolution

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org



11/12/2026

31

catalog.archives.gov

catalog.archives.gov

fold3.com
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Final Payment Voucher Index

Final Payment Vouchers

Final Payment Vouchers
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Final Payment Vouchers

Tip
Consider Adopting the 

Regiment or Crew

Locating the Regiment by Company
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Excel Spreadsheet Database

Seek or Apply to 
Hereditary Societies

Hereditary Societies
• Online access to applications or lineage that 

confirms a connection to a veteran ancestor?

• Confirm with relatives if someone has already 
joined a group such as the DAR or the SAR

• Inquire about membership after confirming a 
match, or discovering a potential veteran or 
someone with "Patriotic service" for the Rev. War
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• National Society Sons of the American Revolution 

• National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution 

• National Society Children of the American 
Revolution

• General Society of the Sons of the Revolution 

• Society of the Cincinnati

• Daughters of the Cincinnati

• The Order of Founders and Patriots

SAR.org

sarpatriots.sar.org/patriot/search
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sarpatriots.sar.org/patriot/search

sarpatriots.sar.org/patriot/search

dar.org
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https://www.dar.org/research/genealogy-resources

Review
1. The 18th Century in New York was a time 

of rebellion and change for all residents.
2. The lives of individuals who endured the 

war are stories often overlooked.
3. Examining surviving 18th-century diaries, 

newspapers, and military records for both 
the Patriot and Loyalist cause shed light 
into the lives of all involved during the 
Revolutionary War years.

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/Events

Upcoming Events
ONLINE LECTURE
Inking History: Charles Schulz’s Peanuts and the 
American Revolution
Presented by Benjamin Clark; Moderated by Curt DiCamillo
November 20, 2026, 4:00 – 5:00 PM ET

AMERICAN INSPIRATION VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT
The American Revolution and the Fate of the World
Presented by Richard Bell, Moderated by Eliga Gould
November 23, 2026, 6:00 – 7:00 PM ET

IN-PERSON EXHIBIT
Patriots of Color
On view through February 28, 2027

ONLINE LECTURE
No Battlefield Service Required: Uncovering the Patriotic 
Service of Your Ancestors During the American 
Revolution Presented by Melanie McComb
November 21, 2026, 2:00 – 3:15 PM ET

revolutionaryroots.AmericanAncestors.org

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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