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Melanie McComb
Senior Genealogist

Class 3: 19th-Century Connecticut Research

Researching Connecticut 
Ancestors: Four Centuries 
of History and Genealogy

Meet today’s presenter

Melanie McComb
Senior Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• History
• Major Record Sets
• Common Challenges
• Research Strategies
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Overview

History

1800-1850
Constitution of 1818
Daughter towns and consolidation
Industrial Revolution
Gradual abolition of Slavery
1850-1897
Civil War
Immigration

Major Record Sets
Strategies

Family Genealogies
Common Problems
Local Histories
Manuscript Material
Strategies

Voice of
Melanie McComb
Senior Genealogist

Vital and Religious Records
Probate and Land Records
Census and City Directories
Newspaper and Cemetery Records
Military and Pension
Immigration and Naturalization

History, Part One
1800-1850

War of 1812
• Federalists disapproved of the war 

• The Governor opposed using state militia outside of the state

• Connecticut supplied over 10,000 men for the war

• Dec. 1813 - New London Blockade – several American naval 
ships were trapped 

• April 1814 – Raid on Essex – 27 privateer and merchant 
vessels torched by the British. Approx. $200,000 in damages. 

• August 1814 - Battle of Stonington – multi-day naval 
bombardment by the British Navy
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Disestablishment
• State constitution of 1818 disestablished the 

Congregational Church and eliminated property 
ownership for voting 

• While the church is still powerful, commerce is 
driving newer towns and cities

Thomaston
• 1780 - Ecclesiastical Societies in Waterbury of 

Northbury and Westbury incorporated as Watertown

• 1805 – Residents east of the Naugatuck River form 
Plymouth

• 1875 – western portion 
of Plymouth set off as 
Thomaston

Gradual Abolition of 
Slavery
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Gradual Abolition of Slavery
• 1790 – 2764 enslaved persons (1.16%)

• 1800 – 951 enslaved persons (0.38%)

• 1810 – 310 enslaved persons (0.12%)

• 1820 – 97 enslaved persons (0.04%)

• 1830 – 25 enslaved persons (0.008%)

• 1840 – 17 enslaved persons (0.005%)

Nancy Toney of Windsor
• Born 1774

• Freed in 1848 by “An Act to Prevent Slavery”

• Died Windsor, Conn., 19 Dec. 1857

History, Part Two
1850-1897
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The Rise of Mill Towns
• Early 19th century textile mills

• Consolidation of towns

• Second Industrial Revolution in the mid 19th

century results in greater levels of immigration

Putnam
• 1708 – Killingly established from “northern Plainfield”

• 1785 – “Thompson Parish” set off as its own town

• 1855 – Putnam created from Killingly, 
Thompson, and Pomfret (1713)

Civil War
• Approximately 55,000 men served in the Union Army

• Furnished 30-33 military units, including all-black regiments 
like the 29th and 30th Colored Infantry Regiments 

• Produced approximately 43% of small arms and 40% of 
Union gunpowder
– Major manufacturing companies included Colt Firearms (Hartford) 

and New Haven Arms (Henry rifles)

• Mystic – hub for building naval vessels 

• Bridgeport – first soldier’s aid society was founded to provide 
clothing, food, and medical care to troops
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Immigration

Data from the Census
• 1820 – how many foreign-born people “not 

naturalized” in each household

• 1830 – how many white “foreigners not 
naturalized” in each household

• 1850 – birthplace is asked for all individuals 

• 1870 – “Is the person a male citizen of the United 
States of 21 years or upwards” asked of all people

• 1890 – naturalization status of foreign-born aged 
21 or older

Census Data Relating to 
Immigration

• 1820 –568 foreigners not naturalized (2.5%)

• 1850 – 38,518 foreign born (10.4%)

• 1860 – 80,696 (17.5%)

• 1870 – 113,169 (21.1%)

• 1880 – 129,992 (20.9%)

• 1890 – 183,601 (24.6%)
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Published Resources

Genealogist's Handbook for 
New England Research

• Town and County Lists

• Detailed Maps

• Court Houses

• Library and Archives

Connecticut Historical Collections
• Snapshot of Conn. through 

1830

• Verbatim inscriptions of 
interesting gravestones

• Viewpoints of the town

• Statistical Tables from 1840 
and 1850 census
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New Towns 1838-1856

Overview

History

1800-1850
Constitution of 1818
Daughter towns and consolidation
Industrial Revolution
Gradual abolition of Slavery
1850-1897
Civil War
Immigration

Major Record Sets

Vital and Religious Records
Probate and Land Records
Census and City Directories
Newspaper and Cemetery
Military and Pension
Immigration and Naturalization

Strategies

Family Genealogies
Common Problems
Local Histories
Manuscript Material
Strategies

Vital Records
1800-1897
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Vital Records in the Early 
19th Century

• Still being kept by families

• Record keeping getting a bit a lax

Changes in Record Keeping
in the 1850s

• Births, along with marriages and deaths, being 
kept at the time of the event in sequential order

• Additional details about occupations of father, 
ages, and birthplaces of parents

• Additional information added in later years 
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Marriages 1852

1849 births

Is there anything more? 
• Single page certificates for vital events (mostly 

marriages) began in some towns in the late 19th

century

• Most relevant genealogical information from 
these certificates is stated in the index books 
available at Town Halls

• Main item often omitted is place of marriage. 
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Tip
If any FamilySearch Microfilm 
has births less than 100 years 

old, it cannot be made digitally 
available

Woodstock Vital Records, vols. 1-5

Divorce Records
• Original divorce records at Connecticut State 

Library

• New London, Tolland, and Windham Counties, 
Indexed 1719-1910

• Hartford Counties Indexed 1740-1849

• Litchfield Counties Indexed 1752-1922

• New London County on FamilySearch 1719-1875
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Divorce Index

Divorce Records on FamilySearch

Witness Testimony
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Religious Records

Shift in Congregations
• With the disestablishment of the Congregational 

Church, many more places of worship are erected, 
especially Catholic congregations after significant 
Irish immigration, and later immigration from 
Quebec, Italy, Poland, etc.

• Many religious records are at the Connecticut 
State Library and Catholic Archives

• Faiths besides Congregational and Catholic have 
less indexes 

Census Records
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Census Records
• 1790-1840 – head of household only, and “tick 

marks”

• 1850-1870 – all individuals recorded 

• 1880 forward – relationships between individuals 

Absence of Native Americans
1860 – 3 Indians? 

1860 Census – Native American 
Family 
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African & Native Resources
• Records of Godfrey Malbone, Brooklyn slaveholder

• Earle Report of 1861 (database on AmericanAncestors.org)

• Quinnips website of Thomas Doughton (archived)

• Full Circle by Marcella Houle Pasay

• Court Records

• Warnings Out

• Apprenticeships

• Family Secrets also by Pasay

City Directories

City Directories
• Hartford – 1799 

• New Haven – 1840 

• New London - 1855
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City Directory Collections
• Ancestry – U.S. City Directories, 1822-1995

• FamilySearch – (town by town)

• Connecticut State Library – (town by town)

• Connecticut Historical Society

• Godfrey Memorial Library

• Town Public Libraries

Passenger Lists

Mostly to New York or Boston, but 
also Connecticut
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Immigration Records

Naturalization and Declarations 
of Intent

• First Record – intending to be a citizen

• Second Record Naturalization

• Unfortunately, often minimally detailed 

Naturalization Records
• Former allegiance 

• Year of immigration

• Witness (for declaration 
of intent)

49

50

51

Class 3: Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



10/13/2026

18

Other Ways of Finding Origins
• Usually specific to country of origin

• Search for Missing Friends

Search for Missing Friends

AmericanAncestors.org
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Tip
Cast a wide net. Use 

20th- century records for 
finding 19th-century origins.

QUESTIONS?

Probate Records
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cslarchives.ctstatelibrary.org

archives.library.wcsu.edu/caoSearch/repositories/ct

archives.library.wcsu.edu/caoSearch/repositories/ct
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archives.library.wcsu.edu/caoSearch/repositories/ct

Connecticut Probate 1641-1948

Locating Probate Records
• Connecticut State Library: books and loose papers

• Ancestry.com: “Connecticut, Wills and Probate 
Records, 1609-1999”
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Ancestry.com

1609?

1999?
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Probate Chronology
Example: Woodstock

• 1686-1731, Suffolk County, Massachusetts

• 1731-1749, Worcester County, Massachusetts

• 1749-1752, Windham District

• 1752-1831, Pomfret District

• 1831-2011, Woodstock District

• 2011 - present, Northeast Probate District

Last Resort
• “Connecticut Archives” books:
– Estates of Deceased Persons, 1640-1820
– Estates of Incompetent Persons, 1711-1820
– Estates of Minors, 1715-1820

Land Records
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Recordkeeping Changes
• The Connecticut Colonial Land Records 

collection ceased recording data in 1846 –
included early patents, deeds, surveys, and 
turnpike records

• Mid-19th century forward, land deeds were strictly 
managed at the town level 

• Clerks started using forms to record deeds.

Connecticut Deeds to 1900

Land Records
• Grantor can mention how he acquired the land

• Can sign his name with his wife

• Narrows down the chronology

• Land description can be
compared to other deeds

• Provides clues:
– Where someone lived and when
– Origins and family migrations
– Prove family relationships
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Tip
You ancestor did not need to 

reside in a community to 
own land there.

Tip
Remember not all deeds were 

recorded at the date of the sale.

Newspaper and 
Cemetery Resources
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Key Newspaper Sources
• Charles R. Hale 

Collection

• GenealogyBank

• Newspapers.com

• Connecticut State 
Library / Local libraries 
and related websites

Charles R. Hale Collection
• Cemeteries: W.P.A. 

Project 1932-1935

• Gravestone inscriptions 
from 2,269 cemeteries

• Newspaper Project 
1937-1941

• Newspapers, 1755-1866

• Danbury Times to 1900

Connecticut Hale Collections – “Deaths & 
Inscriptions & Marriage Announcements” 
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Connecticut Hale Collections – “Deaths & 
Inscriptions & Marriage Announcements” 

Connecticut Hale Collections – “Deaths & 
Inscriptions & Marriage Announcements” 

Other Newspapers of Genealogical Interest, 
The Hartford Times, 1918-1967

79

80

81

Class 3: Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



10/13/2026

28

Other Cemetery Resources
• Manuscript and 

Published Inscriptions

• FindaGrave

• BillionGraves

• Interment

Military Records

Pension Records
• Revolutionary War

• War of 1812

• Civil War

• Spanish-American War

• Indian Wars, 1817-1898
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Revolutionary War Pension of 
Joseph Tourtellotte

Fold3.com

War of 1812 Survivor’s Brief
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Civil War Pensions
• Invalid

• Widow’s

• Parents

Lineage Societies
• Several emerge after the 

American Centennial in 
1876 (SR, SAR, DAR)

• Genealogical 
documentation less 
scrutinized

• Immediate generations 
usually more reliable

Affidavits of Descent
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https://services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/search

DAR Genealogical Research

https://services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/search

DAR Genealogical Research

QUESTIONS?
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Overview

History

1800-1850
Constitution of 1818
Daughter towns and consolidation
Industrial Revolution
Gradual abolition of Slavery
1850-1897
Civil War
Immigration

Major Record Sets

Vital and Religious Records
Probate and Land Records
Census and City Directories
Newspaper and Cemetery Records
Military and Pension
Immigration and Naturalization

Strategies

Family Genealogies
Common Problems
Local Histories
Manuscript Material
Strategies

Genealogies

Family Genealogies
• Starting in the mid 19th

century, largely with a 
focus on the “male line”

• The 1864 Hyde 
Genealogy was a notable 
exception to this trend

• May be the only source 
for recent events
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Local Histories

Clarence Winthrop Bowen
• History of Woodstock

• Genealogies of 
Woodstock Families 
(vol. 2-6)

• Volumes 7 & 8

• Availability of Resources

Bowen’s Manuscript
• 53 boxes (Mss 1007)

• Copies of 
daguerreotypes

• Letters

• Draft Genealogies

• More information than 
in published volumes
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Tip
Not all Connecticut 

Problems will be solved 
in Connecticut.

Rogers Family of CT, MA, and NY

Manuscript Material
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Finding a Genealogist’s Papers
• Papers of Lucius Barnes Barbour and Donald 

Lines Jacobus at the Connecticut Historical 
Society

• James Swift Rogers Papers at American Ancestors

Manuscript Papers

Manuscript Papers
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Manuscript Material by Locality
• Charles Dyer Parkhurst on the New London area

• “Family Records of Ancient Windham,” by 
Jonathan Clark (1802-1859) [only at Connecticut 
State Library]

• David Williams Patterson manuscript on families 
of East Haddam [only at Connecticut Historical 
Society]

Other Genealogies in Newspapers
• William Weaver, History 

of Ancient Windham, 
Connecticut, Part 1, A-
Bil(lings) (1864)

• Later articles in the 
Willimantic Journal 

Strategies
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Use of Suffixes
1823 Marriage of Moses Lyon 3rd

Moses Lyon 3rd (1793-1865)
• First Moses in Ancestral 

Line Moses6 Lyon 
(William5, Caleb4, John3-2, 
William1)

• Called “3d” from first 
marriage through the 1830s, 
then called “2d” until the 
early 1860s, then no suffix

Third Youngest in Town
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The Parents of 
Mrs. Tryphena Kendall Paine

• No birth or first marriage record, and 
no parents on 1849 death record

• First husband Eli Kendall dies 1808, 
marries secondly 1809, Amos Paine

• Parents given in 1932 genealogy

Tryphena’s brother
• In 1880 genealogy on her 

second husband’s family, she is 
identified as a sister of General 
William Eaton (1764-1811), 

• William was born at 
Woodstock, son of Nathaniel 
and Sarah

• Amos Paine published William’s 
biography

the husband of a sister of Gen. Eaton (1813)
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Review
1. The 19th Century in Connecticut had a 

large shift in the overall population and in 
overall recordkeeping

2. Military records created a variety of 
genealogical sources that should be 
consulted outside of vital records, land 
deeds, and probate records

3. Cast a wide net to identify what other 
records are available for the families and 
towns you are interested in. 

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations
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www.americanancestors.org/researching-connecticut-ancestors-four-centuries-history-and-
genealogy-0

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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