Class 2: Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

Researching Connecticut
Ancestors: Four Centuries
of History and Genealogy

Class 2: 18th-Century Connecticut Research

Elizabeth Peay

Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

Elizabeth Peay

Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

10/5/2026

Border Disputes

Settlement (Pre-
Revolution)

Revolutionary War

Connecticut Western
Reserve

Slavery

Voice of

Overview

Major Record Sets
il Strategies
Church
Common Problems

Probate

Census Vital Record Substitutes

Newspapers
Military
Loyalist

Tax
Naturalization

Papers of the War
Department

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

10/5/2026

New Counties

* Windham (1726) from Hartford and New London

 Litchfield (1751) from Fairfield, New Haven, and
Hartford.

* Middlesex (1785) from Hartford and New
London.

* Tolland (1785) from Windham

Border Disputes

1713 - Connecticut sold land on the northern border line
to Massachusetts for 683 pounds.

The border towns continued to petition Connecticut for
annexation.

1662 — Original Charter by King Charles II.

1642 — New survey done by Nathaniel Woodward and Solomon
Saffrey of Massachusetts.

1695 — A new survey order by Connecticut, confirmed in 1702.
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The Chandler and Thaxter of 1713 from The Boundary

Disputes of Connecticutby hrop Bowen

Border Disputes

1731 - border disputes between New York and Connecticut
resolved

1749 - Connecticut Assembly decided the towns
of Suffield, Enfield, Somers, and Woodstock fell within the charter's
limits and were returned to Connecticut
* Middlesex Gore (in Woodstock) was not annexed to
Connecticut and remained part of Massachusetts

* 1786 - Connecticut resolves border dispute Pennsylvania
(ceding northern third of the state)

1665 Line

our1 0501

New Amsterdar

connecticuthistory.org/surveying-connecticuts-borders
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Settlement (Pre-Revolution)

* Starting in 1759, New England Planters left for
Nova Scotia

* 1763 - French and Indian Wars hamper efforts for
interior settlement until conflict ends

* 1775-1783 - Loyalists leave for Canada, UK &
Caribbean

10/5/2026

10

New England ‘

Settlement.
1677 Settlement.
Just after

King Philip’s War.

|
New England l
|
" |

1713
|

Revolutionary War

. T2 AvHr L Cn oy
+  Connecticut was known as the "Provisions Wincs v A
State" due to the arms and manufacturing

that contributed to the war effort

NEW 2.0/

« Its coastline harbored privateers who would
raid British ships

*  Not occupied by British armies, but did
experience several British raids
— Fort Griswold in New London in 1781
was led by patriot-turned-traitor
Benedict Arnold

* Nathan Hale became the official state hero of &
Connecticut

Y . &

Photo Credit: Library of Congress
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Revolutionary War Statistics

* In June 1775, out of the
37,363 soldiers who
enlisted in the
Continental Army, 3,700
came from Connecticut

13

Post-Revolution

* In 1788 Connecticut
becomes a new state

* Westward migration
begins into Ohio and
other states; former
soldiers claim bounty land

14

The Connecticut Western Reserve

* Area in the Northwest
Territory that was owned, sold,
and distributed by the state of
Connecticut after the
American Revolution

* Western part was the fire lands

— land reserved for people who lost
property during the Revolution

* Eastern part sold
to Connecticut Land Company
in 1795 for $1.2 million

Photo Credit: Ohio History Central
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Slavery

¢ 1779 - Prime and Prince are the first enslaved persons to
petition the General Assembly to abolish all slavery

¢ 1784 - Connecticut passes law for gradual emancipation;
enslaved persons that are 25 years old and born after
March 1st are freed

* 1790 - The federal census revealed that about half the
population was still enslaved; of the 3,763 enslaved in New
England, 2,648 lived in Connecticut

Not officially abolished until 1848

10/5/2026
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Overview
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Border Disputes.
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17

Types of Records

Church Probate

Records Records Court Records

Vital Records

Military
Records

Census

R Tax Records Newspapers

Planter Loyalist Naturalization
Records Records Records

18
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Vital Records

Vital Record Notes

* Originally recorded at the town level

* 1897 - Statewide registration began

* 1915 - General compliance

20

Not Every Town is in Barbour
Collection

* Bound volumes were not prepared for the towns
of Bolton, Coventry, Enfield, Mansfield, New
Haven, Norwich, and Vernon.

» Published compilations of vital records had
previously been prepared for these towns

21
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Search Database m

@ Bolton and Vernon, CT: Vital Records, 1704-1852

Exact Search (] Soundex

First Name Last Name

First/Middle/[Maiden] names Last Name
Years Record Type

From To hd
Location O Exact Location Keywords

eg. Bosten, Massachusetts Enter terms or words

Volume Page

AmericanAncestors.org

22

BOLTON VITAL RECORDS. 25

Rebeckah Darte Daughter of Ebenezer Darte and Ruth his
wife was Borne november 24th AD: 1728

Ruth Darte Daughter of Ebenezer Darte and Ruth his wife
was Borne march 6th AD 1730/31

Gideion King Son of Jonathan King and mary his wiffe was
Borne Aug* 24th AD 1729

Jeremiah Bishop Son of Jeremiah Bishop & martha his wife
was Borne march 24th AD 1731
¥ Dauid Taylor Son of Dauid Taylor and Martha his wife was
Borne march 18th AD 1730/31

Ichabod Marshel Son of John Marshel & Damaris his wiffe
was DBorne December the sth AD: 1730

John King Son of Hezekiah King & Sarah his wife was Borne
September the 11th AD 1730

Abigaill Goodridge Daughter of Moses Goodridge and Han-
nah his wiffe was Borne ffeb 17th AD 1730/31

AmericanAncestors.org

23

m. Zurvish BAKER®, June 21, 1738 (*(BACKUS in
Scotland C.R. 2:37) handwritten in margin of original
document) 1 66
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FamilySearch Databases

* Connecticut Births and Christenings (1649-1906)

* Connecticut Marriages (1630-1997)

* Connecticut Deaths and Burials (1772-1934)

25

Church Records

Congregational Library and
Archives

¢ Located in Boston, Massachusetts

* Repository for Congregational churches in the United
States

* Digitizing New England church records

* Hidden Histories project includes 4 Connecticut
churches:

— Canterbury, Conn. Strict Congregational Church
(1733-1815)

— Lebanon, Conn. First Church and Society (1697-1796)
— Litchfield, Conn. South Farms Church (1781)
— Lyme, Conn. Second Church and Society (1767)

27
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Library & Archives

Collections
dog wasess

https://congregationallibrary.quartexcollections.com

28
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https://congregationallibrary.quartexcollections.com

29

More about New England's Hidden Histories

% e

Browse New England's Hidden
Histories

https://congregationallibrary.quartexcollections.com

30

10
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Browse NEHH

~Browse New England's Hidden Historles ‘ » B

— B v
“an Answer tothe

S 5 Remonstrances from Rev:

‘AForensicDispute”by -

kvt s “Astractofthe @ John Campbelland

https://congregationallibrary.quartexcollections.com

31

CHURCH RECORDS

https://www.congregationallibrary.org/nehh-church-

32

Camarbury, Cona. Strict Congragational Charch ({T3-1818)

https://www.congregationallibrary.org/nehh-church-records

33
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Browse the First Church and Society records in Lebanan, Connecticut

. Lebanon, Connecticut. First Church and Society records,
1697-1796.

https://congregationallibrary.

34
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o e
[ ]
Committes meet 0 Committee meeting
. - minutes for First Society, miutes for First Society,
Wy 1767 e Craren Octonr 172,
g and Society inLebanon, Church and Society in
s G ebanon Conm
-
¥ Committes mesting Comemittes report on
= coveletstorarceot,
September 1772, First house locations, October August 1774, First
m o coe ‘Church and Society in 1726, First Church and Charch and Society in
eokolyiocy iebanon. oo

https://congregationallibrary.quartexcollections.com

35

Church Records

* FamilySearch databases

* FamilySearch catalogue (under each town)

* Connecticut Church Record Abstracts (1630-
1920) database on Ancestry.com

* Connecticut State Library

36

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

12



Class 2: Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

10/5/2026

37

o @

mit Dec, o
for's danghter (Esther),

amae) T
Joseph Tyler, Je. & Allira Seith,
Kashan Tyler, Jr. & one of Bar

(ller wame was Esther),

Capt. Edmoed Porter & Mary S /
James Hrainend & Edetha Hubbard, e
Ira Shailor & Anes Shailor, e
y y R E it i
Early Connecticut Marriage: por et e o i

Frederic W. Bailey

39

13

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

10/5/2026
QUESTIONS?
Probate Records
42
14
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Town Chart, Genealogist's Handbook for New England Research| au
(6th Edition) by Rhonda R. McClure N
T e
Search Database
Fairfield County, CT: Probate Records, 1704-1757
Exact Search Soundex
First Name Last Name
First/Middle/[Maiden] names Last Name
Years Record Type
From To v
Keywords

Enter terms or words

Volume Name

AmericanAncestors.org

44

Name John THOMPSON

will 1783

Location Fairfield, Connecticut, United
States @

Original Text Thempson, John, Sr., late of

Fairfield, will dated May
8,1783, probated Men. 23
1736, mentionad his
wifesarah, and children John,
David, and Jerusha

Sturgis Executors his wife
Sarah and son John.
WitnessesNathan Gold,
Jonathan Sellick, and John
Gold, pageS13 .

Volume 8
Volume Name 8

Page 3001

No Image — Index only database

This dotabase is o

Use the volume and page #
(from Original Text) to locate the
record on FamilySearch

AmericanAncestors.org

45
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familysearch.org

48
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Court Records

General Court

* General Assembly after 1637

* Highest state court — handled civil and criminal
cases

* Most judicial responsibilities relinquished by 1750

* Records are published in 7he Public Records of
The Colony of Connecticut (1636-1776), available
on FamilySearch

53

familysearch.org

54

18
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55
Superior Court
* In 1711 the Superior Court replaced the Court of
Assistants
* Principal trial court for major civil and criminal
cases (including divorce cases)
* Some records digitized on FamilySearch
* Records held at the Connecticut State Library
56
? ]
familysearch.org
57
19
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Middlesex County Superior Court Record, 1793
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58

familysearch.org

59

Rex v. Scripture, Johnson Superior Court Diary

60
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Supreme Court of Errors

* Created in 1784 as the 70T stats Library
highest appellate court

* Reviewed cases based on a
writ of error, which was
previously done by General

Assembly

Published with superior
court records

61

Census Records

Census Records

* 1756 Census - First Census of the Colony

¢ 1762 Census was taken by selectmen of 68 towns.

* Other censuses were taken in 1774, 1776, 1779, and 1782.

* No state census records were recorded for Connecticut

¢ 1790 U.S. Census
> First federal census of the United States

» Head of household named
» All other household members broken down by sex and age

63
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Tip
Use census alternatives
like tax lists and church
records.
Tax Records
Search Database
IiNew Milford, CT: Tax List, 1756
et Saeeeh| O soumdex
First Name Last Name
ot
66
22
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. h | Report Ermor

Name John BOSTWICK
Tax 1756 - 1756
No Image — Index only database

Location New Milford, Litchfield,

Connecticut, United States W con 0e?
Original Text John Bostwick . Tax 113 -

09-00
Page 10

AmericanAncestors.org

67

Description

ton Avery Collections, call nUMBer Mss A 6183

Search Tips

This index-only database supparts the following searchable fields:

AmericanAncestors.org

68

1798 Direct Tax

« Congress enacted a $2 million direct tax to help fund a military
if we went to war with France.

* Each state was required to create their forms and assess the
value of pro]gerty, including enslaved persons, and collect their
portion of the tax

* The tax had 3 parts:
— Dwelling houses more than $100 were taxed based upon value

— Slaveowners were taxed 50 cents per enslaved person between the
ages of 12 and 50 who were not precluded from working based on
permanent illness or disability

— All other real property (i.e. "land"), dwelling houses less than $100

* Original records are kept at the Connecticut Historical Society

69

23
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Newspapers

Newspapers

* First Connecticut newspapers published during the 18th
century:
* Connecticut Gazette — 1755 (New Haven)
* New London Summary - 1758
* New London Gazette - 1763 (formerly Connecticut
Gazette)
¢ Connecticut Courant - 1764 (Hartford)
¢ Connecticut Journal - 1767 (New Haven)
» Norwich Packet - 1773

72
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£ American Ancestors

Search Events Join Give 0 Millon Names  Publications  ExpertHelp  Tooks  Signature Projects  Cences & niathes

External Databasen From torme

External Databases From Home

werid Uried States UK and rstand canada

AmericanAncestors.org

73

U.S. Newspapers

AmericanAncestors.org

74

Early American Newspapers
(1690-1876)

75

25
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79

EAAmEricanAnCestors

Search Events Join Give 10Milion Names  Publications.  Expert

@ Connecticut: Marriages and Deaths, 1790-1833

i

First Name Last Name

FirstMiddieMa Last Name

Years Record Type

Location O exact Lacation Keywords

Volume Page

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse) ‘

QUESTIONS?
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Military Records

French and Indian War

* Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England,
1620-1775 database on AmericanAncestors.org

* General Society of Colonial Wars Membership
Applications, 1893-1949

* Published Muster Rolls on FamilySearch

¢ Connecticut Soldiers, French and Indian War,
1755-62 on Ancestry.com

* More records held at the Connecticut State
Library

83

familysearch.org

84

28
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SECOND REGIMENT—COL. DAYID WOOSTER

REGDMENTAL OFFICERS.
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Muster Roll, 2nd Regiment = B
John Collins

-

in the Connecticut Soldiers, French and Indian War, 1755-62

Make a Connection

86
Revolutionary War
* The Record of Connecticut Men in the Military
and Naval Service During the War of the
Revolution (1775-1783) by Henry P. Johnston
* Muster rolls and pension files on Fold3
87
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archive.org
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88

3d COMPANY

Record of Connecticut Men in the War of the
Revolution

89

Biographies of Original Members and
Qualifying Officers

Bl APL

* 3 Volumes
» 715 Officers

* Specific Qualifications

90
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JOHN HOLMES

Biographies of the Original Members and Qualifying
ce ty of Cincinnati in the State of

10/5/2026

Discover your military ancestors
Search over 670 million records

fold3.com

TOTAL RECORDS
8453773

92

connecticut

Browse the collections

CATEGORY PUBLICATION STATE e

ORGANIZATION GATE RANGE

93
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Connecticut Muster Rolls - 1st Battalion State
Regiment (Fold3)

94

Revolutionary War Pensions

* 1776 - Half pay for officers and men disabled in
the service and were incapable of earning a living

* 1780 - Half pay for 7 yrs. to widows and orphans
of officers

* Pensions and bounty land applications are
available online on Fold3.com.

— Note: No pre-1800 pensions and bounty land
applications available due to War Dept fire

95

Planter Records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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A National Center for Family
History, Heritage & Culture

Search Events Join Give 10 Million Names  Publications  Exper

10/5/2026

Home | DatabaseSearch

Search Database _

o New Englanders in Nova Scotia

First Name Last Name

FirstMiddle/[Maiden] names Last Name

Page

By default all result

AmericanAncestors.org

97

St

98

archives.novascotia.ca

99
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Township Records at the Nova Scotia Archives

archives.novascotia.ca

100

Loyalist Records

101

Loyalist Databases

* Connecticut State Library Index to Loyalist Court
Records (1776-1784)

* United Empire Loyalist database

102

34
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)7 ot state Library

ABOUT DEPARTMENTS COLLECTIONS RESEARCH NEWS CONTACT SALES/DONATIONS SEARCH CSLSITES

Connecticut State Archives - Archival Record Group-003

Connecticut State Archives Archival Record Group (RG) #003, Records of the Judicial Department Papers by Subject
Index to Loyalist Connecticut court recards, 1776-84

103

Loyalists Index Updated October 2021

104

www.uelac.org

105
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Prefiv/Rank

Given & Middle | William Ward
Name(s)

10/5/2026

surname water

UELACStatus | Proven

Where Manchester. Nova Scotia
Resettied
Proof of
Loyalty

Notes on
status

Regiment

Enlistment
Date

Date/Place of | 31 Mar 1730 at Cheshire, New Haven, Cennecticut
Birth

Settled Before | Connecticut
War

Date/Place of | 30 Aug 1787 at Manchester, Guysbarough County, No

Death

www.uelac.org
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Place of Burlal
spouse

Children

Biography

Proven Hart Victoria 2021.01.31 (David Biren
Descendants

Military Info

Loyaist
Genealogy

Family History

Naturalization

{0 [
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First Naturalization Act (1790)

* Any free, white, adult alien, male or female, who had

resided within the limits and jurisdictions of the U.S. for
a period of 2 years was eligible for citizenship

* Applicant would apply to any court in any one of the
states where they resided at least one year

* Citizenship was granted to those who showed they were
of good moral character and took an oath of allegiance
to the Constitution

¢ Children under 21 years automatically became citizens
if they had a parent who successfully naturalized

109

Naturalization Act of 1795

Increased period of residence from 2 to 5 years

Applicants were required to declare publicly their

intention to become citizens of the United States
and to renounce any allegiance to a foreign prince,
monarch, state, or sovereignty 3 years before

admission as citizens

Immigrants who had any hereditary titles or of the
nobility class were also required to renounce that
status

110

Searching for Naturalization Records

» New England Petitions for Naturalization Index,

1791-1906
— Index cards created for each immigrant that indicate when

they naturalized, what court, what country they were
from, where they live, and the reference information to
find the naturalization records

* Search at the county level where the person resided in
FamilySearch for any digitized naturalization records

* Contact county courthouses to check their naturalization

indexes and court minutes that are not digitized
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FomiyTroe Sewrch Mamories Tndexing  Actiites

®®a

United States, New England Petitions for Naturalization Index, 1791-1906
Description

familysearc|

112

ancestry

@ oo e

Connecticut, U.S., Federal Naturalization Records,

1790-1996
[T — Lashare
by Mo e tecatin
P Descronion
Funt 8 ke et Laniamn
Related data collections
Moo
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Overview

Drrrrroammmmm Major Record Sets

Settlement (Pre-Revolution)

¢ N Strategies
Revolutionary War
Church
Post-Revolution Common Problems
Probate
Slavery Vital Record Substitutes
Papers of the War Department

Census

Newspapers
Military
Loyalist

Tax

Naturalization
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Strategies

115

Common Problems

* Vital Record Registration not mandatory until 1897

« First major census is 1790 and is by head of household only

* Military pension and bounty land warrant applications
destroyed by fire at the War Dept in 1800

116

Vital Record Substitutes

* Church Records

* Land Deeds

* Probate Records

* Court Records

* Tax Records

117
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Census Substitutes
* Church Records

* Tax Records

118

Papers of the War Department
1784-1800

* On November 8, 1800, there was a fire at the War
Department

* Revolutionary War pension applications and
bounty land application files were destroyed

* A project was started to rebuild the War
Department Papers, led by Ted Crackel; the project
team visited more than 200 repositories and about
42,000 documents collected and scanned

119

###+ —— PAPERS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT ik
1784 - 1800

How 1o ust T Parans or s War Dipaxneext Histonca, CoxTixs

w Beowsing Names and Docuuments * Resoureesfoe the Late Eigheeenth Cenmry Urited
RS Suie
# Scarching e Collostion

* Commoaly used sbbreviations
* How to Cite Documents =

* Palograihy reousces

wardepartmentpapers.org
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## % —— PAPERS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT — ###%
1784 - 1800

About News Guides Teac

scribe  Collection  Searclh

Advanced item search

Search Fulltext

Scarch byvalue  [Auy Propers
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LA DEPARTMENT LAl
P

beribe  Collestion  Search

search

wardepartmentpapers.org
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-
: Review
-
> -
- 1. The 18th Century in Connecticut had
- many large historical milestones, which
o created many records.
- 2. Don't limit research to only census
- records and vital records - seek out as
- many records as you can, including
= browsable collections on FamilySearch.
- ©
-
-
-
.
-
-
- |
- |
- |
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation
consultations@americanancestors.org
Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
124
Consultations
Book a one-on-one
consultation with
agenealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!
AmericanAncestors.org/ -
: AN M
Expert-Help/Consultations @ SCAN ME
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£ American Ancestors. [ p— - ]
Search Events Join/Renew Give M0Mallion Names  Bublications.  Experielp  Took  Brojects  Centers A iniiaiives
Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and
Genealogy
www.americanancestors.org/researching-connecticut-ancestors-four-centuries-history-and-
genealogy-0
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
127
EA American Ancestors,
Copyright © 2026
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