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Understanding

Citizenship

9/22/2026

What Is Citizenship?

* Bonds an individual to the state (aka country)
¢ Bonds an individual to other individuals

* An attachment to a political community

What Is Citizenship

“A distinctive form of social classification that colors
personal standing in any community”

—Nancy E Cott, “Marriage and Women's Citizenship
in the United States, 1830-1934,” The American
Historical Review, vol. 103, no. 5 (Dec. 1998)
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Naturalization

Process

Naturalization Process
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Information Found on Records

* Earlier records supply less information in each
step of naturalization.

* Pre-1890, the majority of the naturalization
records refer only to the country of birth (for the
man), but they should not be ignored.

* It may also vary by records available online and
elsewhere or from state to state.
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Where Are the Women?

* Prior to the 20th Century, women are seldom
mentioned in naturalization records, though they
could gain U.S. citizenship.

* Clues to their naturalization status can often be
found in census records.

* Usually need to research the men in the family
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Women &
Naturalization in the

19th Century

Naturalization Act Wording

Naturalization Act | Naturalization Act = Naturalization Act

Act of 1802 of 1804 of 1855
Notice time 2 years 2 years 2 years
Residence period | 5 years 5 years 5 years
" “free white “the widow and
Wording ” q ”
persons’ children

Notice time was time between declaration of intent

and petition for naturalization

Naturalization Act - 1804

¢ Passed March 26, 1804

* First naturalization act to address women and
children

¢ Pertained to their naturalization status if their
husband and father died before completing the
process

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 8
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Naturalization Act - 1804

» “...when any alien [man]..” completed the
declaration of intent, and then died before
completing the naturalization process

* The widow and children could take the oath of
allegiance and become citizens

* As such, researchers might find the woman’s oath,
but no earlier paperwork.

9/22/2026

Naturalization Act of 1855

* Automatically granted
citizenship to an alien
woman who married a
U.S. citizen

* Her name will not
appear on the
naturalization
documents

Women and Naturalization

* Beginning in 1855 alien women became citizens
when they married an American citizen

* They also became citizens when their alien
husband naturalized

* Probably the most influential naturalization act
for women

* Would be no paper trail of naturalization for her

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Changes to Act of 1855

* A modification to the 1855 Act in 1860 caused
confusion in regard to female citizenship

* The 1860 modification referred to women who
left the U.S. to reside with their alien husband in a
foreign residence

* This residency negated her U.S. citizenship

* Many courts assumed it applied to any woman
married to a non-citizen
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Marital Status &

Citizenship

Marital Status & Citizenship

From 1866-1907, there is much confusion in
regard to the citizenship of an American born
woman who marries an alien

Courts also assumed that if the husband had not
naturalized that the alien wife could not
naturalize

Only if her alien husband did not qualify for
naturalization was she legally forbidden from
naturalizing herself

Expatriation Act

Became official March 2, 1907

Established that “any American woman who
marries a foreigner shall take the nationality of her
husband”

She could regain American citizenship if her
husband naturalized OR if she elected to go
through the naturalization process herself—
assuming her husband was a qualifying alien

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Cable Act

* Enacted September 22, 1922

* Also known as the Married
Women Citizenship Act or
the Married Women'’s
Independent Nationality Act

9/22/2026

Cable Act

* Severed the marriage bond in respect to
naturalization

* Any immigrant woman marrying a U.S. citizen
after September 22, 1922, did not automatically
become a U.S. citizen

* Any immigrant woman whose alien husband
naturalized after this date did not become a citizen
with him

* U.S. women no longer lost citizenship at marriage

Cable Act

* Did not repatriate those women who had married
non-naturalized men between the years of 1907 and
1922

* Did not offer a way to repatriate other than the full
naturalization process

* Did nothing for women who married an immigrant
who could not qualify for naturalization himself

* U.S. woman allowed to keep her citizenship, but
treated as a naturalized citizen (this affected her
ability to travel)

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Naturalization Petition - 1936

Asian Exclusion

* Begun with the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882

* Immigration Act of 1917 — created an “Asian Barred
Zone” (much of Asia & Pacific Islands) from which
immigrants could not enter the U.S.

» Immigration Act of 1924 barred immigration from:
China, Japan, the Philippines, Siam (Thailand),
French Indochina (Laos, Vietnam & Cambodia),
Singapore, Korea, Dutch East Indies (Indonesia),
Burma (Myanmar), India, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), and
Malaya (mainland of Malaysia)

Debate & Women’s Citizenship
e Between 1922 and 1934

¢ Discussed five areas

1. Woman married to a man ineligible for
citizenship

2. American-born woman married to an alien and
residing in his country for 2 years

3. Family unity

4. Repatriation of those women who lost citizenship
after 1907

5. Did jus sanguinis only apply to fathers

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 13
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Women's Citizenship

Most of the legality traced back to common-law
brought over from England

* Suggested her choice to marry an alien was her
consent not only to the marriage, but to its
consequences

9/22/2026

T
AMENDMENT TO THE WOMEN'S
CITIZENSHIP ACT-OF [

—_——— Mr. Casue. Do you see any reason for her going through the
whole nnluml:zahon roceedings as you had to go throuj

Mrs. Owex. 1 thlnl{']tllnl sucﬁg turalization of a loy: aFAmcnum—

born woman is a farce. I wil ve you an |]iuxlrulmn of the ab-

surdity of the situation. T wi ive you a concrete illustration in

N my own case. I vggc.sorequsmd to fill out the same form that is given

to any alien to me a citizen. I went to the court and was

TIOUSE OF RERISENTATI naturalized in a group of aliens. In that court at the time were two

SEVENTY FUSST CONGRESS women appointed by me to take charge of the Americanization of
- aliens ung er the auspices of the Woman’s Club. For three years we
H. R. 10208 have been cunduchng classes to prepare aliens for citizenship, and
P ., yet I had to go before that court as an alien and my own appointees
March 6, 1930 who were there teaching the aliens. I appointed these two women
to take charge of the teaching and preparation of these aliens for
Hearings No. 71.2.13 Ameriean citizenshi

The Cuaman, Those teachers were citizens?

[— Mrs, Owen. Yes. The law had taken my citizenship away at the

time of my marriage.
The CHamxAx. You left the country and abandoned your citizen-
= ship by marriage to a foreigner?
did not abandon my citizenship.
éf‘% The Cratrmax. You took on the citizenship of another country.

Mrs. Owzx, I did not take it. It was forced upon me by an un-
just law, n pealed.

T mMAN. What law?

Mrs. Owew. The act of 1907, which was repealed by the Cable Act.

Hearing No. 71.2.13, 6 March 1930

John L. Cable

* Introduced the “Married
Women’s Independent
Nationality Act” (aka
Cable Act) of 1922

* Representative of Ohio
(1921-1925; 1929-1933)

* Wrote books on
citizenship

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Ruth Bryan Owen

* Representative of
Florida (1929-1933)

* Daughter of William
Jennings Bryan

* Lost her own citizenship
through marriage

* Went through the
naturalization process

9/22/2026

Albert Johnson

* Chair of the House
Immigration Committee

* Congressman from
Washington state

* 1920 - proposed closing
immigration for 2 years

* Co-author of approved act
of 1924

Mr. Casre. Do you see any reason for her going through the
whole naturalization proceedings as you had to go through

Mrs. Owen._I think that sich naturalization of a lovaFAmerican-
born woman is a farce. I will give you an illustration of the ab-
surdity of the situafion. I will give you a concrete illustration in
my own case. I was required to fill out the same form that is given
to any alien to become a citizen. I went to the court and was
naturalized in a group of aliens. In that court at the time were two
women agpointed by me to take charge of the Americanization of
aliens under the auspices of the Woman’s Club. For three years we
have been conducting classes to prepare aliens for citizenship, and
yet I had to go before that court as an alien and my own appointees
who were there teaching the aliens. I appointed these two women
to take charge of the teaching and preparation of these aliens for
American citizenship.

House Imm. Comm. Meeting, 1930

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Immigration Act of 1924

* More than just denying entry of immigrants to the
U.S., it also barred entry of American born
women, living abroad, who were married to those
ineligible classes

* Such women were now held to the Quota
limitations of the countries of their husbands,
despite their having been born in the U.S.

* Ineligible classes had extremely small quota
numbers.

1931

* In 1931 Congress finally removed the final two
hurdles for U.S. born women who were married to
someone considered ineligible to naturalize:

— Ineligibility of the spouse to naturalize

— Foreign residence

* Though expatriated women still had to complete
the entire naturalization process if they wished to
regain citizenship

QUESTIONS?

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 16
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Repatriation

Repatriation

* Repatriation was often necessary for those women
who had married aliens and lost their citizenship.

» U.S. born men who fought for another country
(such as Canada during World War I before the
U.S. entered) would lose their U.S. citizenship.

 Applying for citizenship in another country was
another way to lose U.S. citizenship.

Repatriation

One of the human side lights on the provision of the Cable Act
which requires that an American woman who has lost her citizenship
by marriage to an alien prior to September 22, 1922, can regain her
citizenship by filing the usual petition for naturalization and hayin,
the court naturalize her thereupon, consists in the aversion which
women in this situation feel to the necessity of going through the
customary ‘“naturalization” process in order to accomplish their
object. Some women feel that a certain stigma attaches to the
need of ““naturalization’” in the same manner as any lowly immigrant.
Women of perhaps Mayflower ancestry, whose forbears fought
through the Revolution, and whose family names bear honored and
conspicuous places in our history, who are thoroughly American at
heart, and who perhaps have never left these shores, but whose act
in choosing alien husbands has caused forfeiture of American citizen-
ship, bemoan the stipulation that such as they must sue for naturali-
zation by the ordinary means, solemnly affirm an intention to
renounce allegiance to the prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty to
which the husband owes allegiance, and take oath of allegiance to the
United States. No matter what the statutory provision may have

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 17
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Repatriation

been regarding loss of citizenship, it has probably never been brought
home to such a woman that she is anything but an American, and
the objection to conforming to the process provided by the Cable
Act is at least understandable. The American citizen who fought in
an allied army during the World War, and by taking oath of allegiance
to a foreign country forfeited his citizenship, may regain that status
by the simple process of appearing before a court of naturalization
and taking the oath of allegiance to the United States. Why should
she not be accorded the same privilege? argues the woman of the
class under discussion. There 1s at least food for thought by our
1egislatm‘s in this plaint.

9/22/2026
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Repatriation notice
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Male repatriation

9/22/2026

Repatriation

* Despite Crist’s hoping to see an easier manner for
women to repatriate as early as 1922, such an
option was not a reality until the passage of an act
on June 25, 1936.

* And one more act passed on July 2, 1940 would be
needed before real separation of marriage and
citizenship took place.

Act of June 25, 1936

T4tu CONGRESS. SESS. 1L CHS. 801, 802. JUNE 25, 1990, 1017

approved June 29

any place with

before - ing naturalizati

outsid iediction of the Unite
tion or a consular off

before any court of record or judieial tribunal and in any depart-
ment of the United States.
Approved, June 25, 1936.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Act of June 25, 1936

To repatriate native-horn women who have heretofore Jost their citizenship by .
marriage to an alien, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and HHouse of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter a
woman, being a native-born citizen, who has or is believed to have ¢
lost her United States Citizenship solely by reason of her marriage ¢
prior to September 22, 1922, to an alien, and whose marital status !
with such alien has or shall have terminated, shall be deemed to be
a citizen of the United States to the samme extent as though her mar-
riage to said alien had taken place on or after September 22, 1922:
Provided, however, That no such woman shall have or claim any
rights as a citizen of the United States until she shall have duly
taken the oath of allegiance as prescribed in section 4 of the Act

e CE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE ACT
‘PPSIF(?&%N:; 09132}‘ ,‘;ND FORM OF SUCH OATH (PUBLIC—NO. 793—74th CONGRESS)

United States District Court at

george 0. Sweeney L
CORDELLA GYTATNE PUNTER ., was bors ot . FloTsnce, Northampton.Mass.
Juse 23, 107 w

Great Britain

g aval osument
Birth Certificate Exhibit A
Marrisge Certificate Exhibit B.
Dirorce. Gertificate. Rxhivit .0
the z

N Cendafia %FMM
2Ath . Seteader it

Female repatriation form

ORIGTNAL

TO TAKE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE ACT
1936, AND FORM OF SUCH OATH (PUBLIC—NO. tth CONGRESS)

with vaeh allen

006 (34 Stat. 506; U. 8. C,

Female repatriation

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Act of July 2, 1940

B4 Stat] 761 CONG., 3p SESS.—CHS. 309-312—JULY 2, 1040

[CHAPTER 500]
AN ACT
To repatriate native-born women residents of the United States who have here-
tofore lost their citizenship by marriage to an alien.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act
entitled “An Act to repatriate native-born women who have hereto-
fore lost their citizenship by marria%:s to an alien, and for other
purposes”, approved June 25, 1936 (U. S. C., 1934 edition, Supp.
IV, title 8, sec. 9a), is amended by inserting after “terminated” the
foliowing: “or who has resided continuously in the United States
since the date of such marriage,”.

Approved, July 2, 1940.

9/22/2026

Finding Repatriation Records

Repatriation records used Form N-415,
Application to Take Oath of Allegiance to the
United States

* Usually filed in separate volumes within the court.
* ALL of the titles will include the word repatriation

¢ Found in RG 21 - Records of District Courts of
the United States

* Generally found at NARA Branches

Guide to Federal Records

e »Research Our Rscods  Gud s Federl Records n the Nstionsl Achvesof the Urtsd States

Guide to Federal Records in the National cuie to Federal recoras
Archives of the United States o e

‘The Web Version of the Guide
This web versic
papsrversion

This version incarpa
aharthe 1095 paper
records

n about federal records acquired by the
1o press, and it regularly UpNed 1 reflect new

Search the Guide:

)

Archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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JGuide to Federal Records

Records of District Courts of the United g geuied neing siasfor
States

(Racord Group 21)
10951900
seareh Tools 300 Overview of Rscords Locations

Table of Contents

Courtforthe Middle Division of the

= 21.2.7 Rocords ofthe U.S. District Court for the Sauther District

* 21.2.8 Records of the US.

+ 21.2.9 Records of the Confed
Aabama

it Caurt For the Southern District

k_\

eces o acional Archives

Court forthe Southern Division of the District of

focest

Archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records

Textual Records (in Atlanta): Case files, 1813-18.

21.2.2 Records of the U.S. District Court for the Northern
District

Textual Records (in Atlanta): Records of the Northeastern Division (Huntsville), including minute books,
1826-1963; dockets, 1838-1957; case files, 1866-1963; final record books, 1875-1931; and records relating to
naturalization, 1875-94, 1909-11, and 1923-26. Records of the Eastern Division (Anniston), including minute
books, 1903-64; dockets, 1903-57; case files, 1903-63; civil order books, 1939-50; and final record books, 1907-
30. Records of the Middle Division (Gadsden), including minute books, 1909-76; dockets, 1909-67; case files,
1910-63; and final record books, 1911-30. Records of the Southern Division (Birmingham), including minute
books, 1885-1964; dockets, 1883-1967; case files, 1887-1967; final record books, 1891-1832; roll of attorneys,
1885-1947; and records concerning naturalization, 1909-62. Records of the Western Division (Tuscaloosa),
including minute books, 1905-68; dockets, 1905-63; case files, 1905-63; and final record books, 1912-31.
Records of the Northwestern Division (Florence), including minute books, 1909-75; dockets, 1909-57; case
files, 1910-63; and records concerning naturalization, 1922- 29. Records of the Jasper Division, including
minute books, 1912- 67; dockets, 1912-57; case files, 1912-63; and final record books, 1914-30, Records for all
divisions including judgments of acquittals, 1946-74; civil judgment dockets, 1945-52; indexes to general
minutes, 1885-1953; minute books, 1885-1965; civil order books, 1938-50; equity minute books, 1830-52;
criminal minute books, 1938-64; declarations of intention, 1910-58; naturalization petitions and indexes,
1911-63; overseas naturalization petitions, 1943-55; naturalization orders, 1926-70; and repatriation oaths,
1922-63. Also judgement and order books for both criminal and civil cases, 1951-76.

Microfilm Publications: M1547.

https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records

Clues in Census

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 22
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Were they naturalized?

clues to if a man was naturalized

* Some of the censuses also include the year of
naturalization

marriage date OR the date her husband
naturalized

* Census records often supply you with the needed

« If there is a date of naturalization for a married
female on the 1920 census that is likely either her

9/22/2026
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

a genealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
: @ s
Expert-Help/Consultations AN NE

' American Ancestors.

Search  Events  Join/Renew  Give ToMonNames  Pubications  Erpenives Toos ot Contos inisteed

Tracing Women in Your Family Tree 2026

"y 3 n Your Fomily Tree!

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

AmericanAncestors.org/tracing-women-your-family-tree-2026
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THANK YOU!
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