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Understanding

Citizenship
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What Is Citizenship?

e Bonds an ind

ividual

| to the state (aka country)

e Bonds an ind

ividua.

| to other individuals

* An attachment to a political community
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What Is Citizenship

“A distinctive form of social classification that colors
personal standing in any community”

—Nancy E Cott, “Marriage and Womens Citizenship
in the United States, 1830-1934,” The American
Historical Review, vol. 103, no. 5 (Dec. 1998)
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Naturalization

Process
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BTATE OF ILLINOIS,
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btnt«s, and to renonnee forever all alle
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Application for Naturalization (29 Papers)
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PETITION FOR FINAL PAPERS OF NATURALIZATION.——Culver, Page, Hoyne & X Wiank Book M A Chioasn

STATE OF ILLINOIS,[ IN. THE 6&«? CdURT OF SAID COUNTY,

. 1 ()7{( Couvnry. ‘ ; @% Term. 187 -5 5

To the Hon. ﬂiul(;:s/ / d((,, Pt Presidfu/g Judge,
of the 6#14 1 Court of the County of /( ;« /c {-‘\

¥

in the State u;urcxmd :
The undersigned __(_QJL } M\l% - — your petitioner,
respectfully represents that he is an ahc;n -born. free white male person above the age of
twenty-one years; that he has resided within the limits and under fh.pjurisrh"'ch'an of

the United States for the spuce of five years last past, and Jor one year last past within

. A
the State of Illinois; that heretofore, to wit, on the 2/ day of
(}J@nu Hi ISEE (the same being two years and upwards
_before the date hereof) he declared on oath be fore the é trcteed Court

/ = .
of the County of C(/q& and State of }1;.)1'4;

(the same being a Court of Record, having common law jurisdietion, and a seal and
elerk,) that it was bona fide his t'rtl.uw.'irm to become a citizen of the United States, and
to renounce forever all u.'}r;-‘f.-uu-r and fidelity to any foreign ;:rim'r- potentate, state or
sovereignly whatever, and particularly to ’('1 (/t‘/- I 78 ﬁl,. )M(/ e ey
AN~ = whereof .'u' was Iu-lrlu,rurr‘ a citizen or
subjeet, as will more fully appear from the certificate under the seal of said Court
herewith presented.
Yowr petitioner, therefore, prays that he may be admitted to become a naturalized

citizen of the United States of America, pursuant to the several aels of Congress

N

heretofore passed on that subject. "

i

Wl/mz"m :

¥ z k
¥y 2 . .
gau it a(. }0‘6« (l", v ~being duly sworn, deposes and says

that the facts averred in the above-petition are true and correct.

Subscribed and. sworn to before me, this

gfﬂ day nf({("MH 137?-, (C.(’f%‘d)(th ;

= @_o;r r’”%"_-’i% ..(.‘{prk.\

10
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PETITION FOR FINAL PAPERS OF NATURALIZATION. ~—Culver, Page, Hoyne & Ot&.mul Plank 'Bn;l' lﬁnnhdm-‘ Chicago.

i

STATE OF ILLINOIS,) IN THE 64“«;, COURT OF SAID COUNTY,
' . Qf’f-» Covxry.} _CC’% Term, 1872,

To the Hon, (éiwow / d@iﬂan‘- Presidywg Judge,

of the : 6(}14 17/ Court of the County of /( ;/ /c { i

&

in the State aforesaid. w

The undersigned ((1/[

your petitioner,

the United States for the space of five years last past, and for one year last past within

0 o e
the State of Illinois; that heretofore, to wit, on the day of
c}/@nu ; ”), 18F € (the same being two years and upwards
' .
before the date hereof) he declared on oath before the é ticeeel Court

of the County of C(/ & and State of lge"/(’,;f/la
/ / /

(the same being a Court of Record, having common law jurisdiction. and a seal and
elerk,) that it was bona fide his in.t.:wfirm to become a citizen of the 1 'l.fih-d .‘s')afes. and
to renrmhr'r’ forever all allegiance and jidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state or
sovereignty whatever, and particularly to 4 /~l (j’/; g o / | }V Crevrer

/ o

TS A N e s~ whereof he was heretofore a citizen or

Application for Naturalization (29 Papers)
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Certificate of Naturalization
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NATURALIZATION FINAL OATH. Ourer, Moge, Hogne d O, Bationers, 118 aned 129 Moueve Strvet, (hicoge,

]
STATE OF !I-I-INOZI-} County Court,

9 b County, Ol pteer Term, A. D. 1872

L '] \
. BRI
WE, (?L(cua)d e’/ - -&u/'eﬁu teel erreet—
//\81/1/‘ / ‘«5-('(47 'y lawjul witnesses, and residents

(Z/ka and State of Hlinois, having first

5
say, that we have been personally acquainted with

(éa.'( /[‘(«L/:"n an alien, who

of the County of

been duly sworn, depose an

has applied to the County Court of said County of . e (//l

to be admitted as a Naturalized Citizen of the United States, for the space of five
years last past. That during that time he has resided within the limits and wnder
the jurisdiction of the United States, and one year at least in the State of Hlinois,
immediately preceding the day of the date hereof. And that, as far as owr know-
ledge extends, has bedaved himself as a man of good moral character, and appears
to be attached to the principles contained in the Constitution of the United States,

and well disposed to the good order, well being and happiness of the same, *

Nubseribed and sworn to in open Court, this

j} S day of ((C'(’l/‘(‘
A. D 1872

Clerk.
i

STATE OF ILLINOlS,' . »

(/ G [l Couty, | % ¥, (teid / @t
do solemnly swear. in the presenee ;:f Almighty God, that Twill support the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and that 7do absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure
all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign prince, polentate, stute or sovercignty
whatever, and more particularly the allegionee and pidelity which 1 neay in anywise
owe to e 1

i
whereof | was heretofore a citizen pr a subject.

Sworn to and subseribed in open Court, this ?

e L Ak,
A D187 2 )

Clerk.
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NATURALIZATION FINAL OATH.— Oulrer, Page, Hogue & (., Btationers, 118 and 120 Moarve Strvet, (hicage,

- STATE OF ::.:.nvom.} County Court,
o "/4 County.) Clotier Term, A. D. 1877

\ : » . ; \
! WE, (? e aired 5,)/' —éufe!/c/ el trrred—
//' bﬂ[ﬁ J / \>£ V77 'L lawful witnesses, and residents

of the County of ( 4 /(,A and State of Hlinois, having first

: L
been duly sworn, depose and say, that we have been personally acquainted with

L : (éa/ /ﬂw/c'n an alien, who

has applied to the County Court of said County of N £ (//1

to be admitted as a Naturalized Citizen of the United States, for the space of five
years last past. That during that time he has resided within the imits and wnder
the jurisdiction of the United States, and one year at least in the State of lllinois,
immediately preceding the day of the date herveof. And that, as far as our know-
ledge extends, has beqaved himself as a man of good moral character, and appears
to be attached to the principles contained in the Constitution of the United States,

and well disposed to the good order, well being and happiness of the same. -

Subseribed and sworn to in open Court, this

j} il day of (((,z’f'/‘l' )
A. D 18772

Clerk. -
i

Certificate of Naturalization

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Information Found on Records

 Earlier records supply less information in each
step of naturalization.

* Pre-1890, the majority of the naturalization
records refer only to the country of birth (for the
man), but they should not be ignored.

* It may also vary by records available online and
elsewhere or from state to state.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 14
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“the United States, at Boston within and for tle ),
Al e U day of

. )
nd eight hundred and /. 7o
> .ppem‘éd before the Clerk of said Cumt%M@&

in said District,
an aligh and ﬁ'ee white peraon, and by his Declaration in “lllm(r on oatly
he was born &t

oot
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cophe § ciblzen of the United States of America,and to reyounce foreverall
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he was born &t
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Where Are the Women?

* Prior to the 20th Century, women are seldom
mentioned in naturalization records, though they
could gain U.S. citizenship.

* (Clues to their naturalization status can often be
found in census records.

* Usually need to research the men in the family

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 17
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A

B o
TRIPLICATE >
be given to the s
[To dml me]-nu.,

(Invalid for all purposes seven years after the date hereof)

In the District Court of the United States,

o AP ceA 4 .v, ’c ’

on the vessel ........_...___.__ <&l ?tf

(11 the alien arrived otherwise than by vessel, the ch:
foreign residence was -/"—‘“—z

It is my bona fide intention to renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign

Declaration of Intention

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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JOW £

A0 Sy

PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION

First. My place of residence is ..........._... . .
S d. My pation is

Third. I was born on the...... .3«411’...

and. arrived in the United States, at
anno Domini 1.._ J on the vessel

in ..

Sevéenth. m hot & dis v n or Dppgﬁd to organi tora ber of or affiliated with any organization or body of persons teaching disbelief in or opposed

b 5\
to organized go ni uow practice of polygamy. I am attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and it is my
intention to becby citizen of- the United States and to renoi absolutely and forever all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty, and

particularly to WLURGE \il R

b,
i
= -

Risri-a A-pdf vrreq-es-2r O Whom at this time I am a subject, and it is my intention
ALY AND I“&} ‘llm
to reside permanently in the United States. o

Petition of Naturalization

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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particularly to u] l)ﬂ_!‘:L 1'[' K

, of whom at this time I am a subject, and it is my intention

1

AT
CAT DARTTATVAN
to reside permanently in the United States. b ; NO ] "‘w
the English language.
by in, the United States of America for i

Eighth. I am able to s

of five years at least, immediately preceding the date of this petition, to wit, since the
W Swto of Massachusetts, continuously next preceding the date of this petition,

being a residence within this State of at least one year mext preceding the date

st iy

..... day of

since the day of
of this petition.

anno Domini

anno Domini 1

Tenth. I have not heretofore made peétition for ditizenship to any court. (I BT o B Do reneein - Gomrt-ef
. et - ~on—the B s ominesihns TR NI E———— T
said petition was denied by the said Court r L TR R B, S STt
,,,,,,,,,,, , and the cause of such deni L ured or removed.)
Jttached hereto and made a part of this petition are my declaration of intention to become a citizen of the United States and the ¢ or with
{4 and the affidavits of the two verifying witnesses thereto, required by law. Wherefore your petitioner prays that he may be admitted a citizen of the United States of Jmerica.
/ % M ﬁ/{i/(,( £ A 9 U‘ﬁL&J‘ (! .

Declaration of Intention s from-Doparsment-of Labor filed this : day of -

.
Nore 10 CLerk or Covnr.—If p.mloncr arrived {n the United States oN o- BEFORE JUNE 20, 1006, llrlln out the words reading * dud Certificato of Arriv

AFFIDAVITS OF PETITIONER AND WITNESSES.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, }
8

District of Massachusetts,
titled proceedings; that he has read the foregoing petition and knows the

he in the ab:
The aforesaid petitioner being duly sworn, deposes and says that he is the p

i ed to be alleged upon
contents thereof; that the said petition is signed with his full, true name; that the same is true of his own knowledge except as to matters therein stat o alleged u

P
information and belief, and that as to those matters he believes it to be true. /’/}}{M? f M*(’»L T 6(/ 2[ M o,

R T te and true siguatyre of pettioner.) /
iding at , Massachusetts,
o — T sossmmespens d U A~
---------------------------------- , Massachusetts,
. .., residing at . . m

------ is a citiven of the United States of Jdmerica; that he has
resideg in the United States continuously

and

personally  known
cach  being severally, duly, and

UL petitioner above mentioned, to hai
--------- anno Domini 1.5 p 'and in the State in which the above-

immediately preceding the Wate of fling his petition, since the ...Lo ... i Ls that he has personal knowledge that
, anno iy 4
entitled petition is made continuously since the o the Dalioh Seated chat fne petitioner is in every woy qualified, in his
R, hed to the principles of the C e # .
the said petitioner is a person of good moral character, to pr
opinion, o B8 admitted @ citizen of the United States. // ;)){ ‘
. N ofute of witbess.)

Subscribed
-

Petition of Naturalization

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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QUESTIONS?

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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19th Century
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Naturalization Act Wording

Naturalization Act | Naturalization Act Naturalization Act

Act of 1802 of 1804 of 1855
Notice time 2 years 2 years 2 years
Residence period 5 years 5 years 5 years
. “free white “the widow and
Wording ” : ”
persons children

Notice time was time between declaration of intent

and petition for naturalization

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 23
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Naturalization Act - 1804

 Passed March 26, 1804

* First naturalization act to address women and

children

 Pertained to their naturalization status if their
husband and father died before completing the
process

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Naturalization Act - 1804

* “..when any alien [man]...” completed the
declaration of intent, and then died before
completing the naturalization process

* The widow and children could take the oath of
allegiance and become citizens

* As such, researchers might find the woman’s oath,
but no earlier paperwork.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Naturalization Act of 1855

* Automatically granted
citizenship to an alien
woman who married a
U.S. citizen

e Her name will not
appear on the
naturalization
documents

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Women and Naturalization

* Beginning in 1855 alien women became citizens
when they married an American citizen

* They also became citizens when their alien

hus|

 Prol

band naturalized

pably the most influential naturalization act

for women

* Would be no paper trail of naturalization for her

©American Ancestors, Amer

icanAncestors.org
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A

L @mmﬁm

s, at Bogton, within and for the M

M

“years of age ; thatTic arrived at

, | District of a%
- "&*AM&, on or about the
: _ in the year of out Lord cighteen hun
- that it then was, and still is, his bona fide
‘Tnitad States of America,and to rc,uouncv foreverall

Declaration of Intent

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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ﬁompiuion;_,
| Color of Ly T

-

{
f

Physical description added

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Changes to Act of 1855

* A modification to the 1855 Act in 1860 caused
confusion in regard to female citizenship

e The 1860 modification referred to women who
left the U.S. to reside with their alien husband in a
foreign residence

* This residency negated her U.S. citizenship

* Many courts assumed it applied to any woman
married to a non-citizen

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Marital Status &

Citizenship

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Marital Status & Citizenship

From 1866-1907, there is much confusion in
regard to the citizenship of an American born
woman who marries an alien

Courts also assumed that if the husband had not
naturalized that the alien wife could not
naturalize

Only if her alien husband did not qualify for
naturalization was she legally forbidden from
naturalizing herself

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.or:
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e Became

Expatriation Act

official March 2, 1907

 Established that "any American woman who

marries

husband

a foreigner shall take the nationality of her

»

* She could regain American citizenship if her

husbanc

through

| naturalized OR if she elected to go
the naturalization process herself—

assuming her husband was a qualifying alien

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.or
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Cable Act

* Enacted September 22, 1922

 Also known as the Married
Women's Citizenship Act or

the Married Women's
Independent Nationality Act

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 34
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Cable Act

 Severed the marriage bond in respect to
naturalization

* Any immigrant woman marrying a U.S. citizen
after September 22, 1922, did not automatically
become a U.S. citizen

* Any immigrant woman whose alien husband
naturalized after this date did not become a citizen
with him

* U.S. women no longer lost citizenship at marriage

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Cable Act

* Did not repatriate those women who had married

non-naturalized men between the years of 1907 and
1922

* Did not offer a way to repatriate other than the full
naturalization process

* Did nothing for women who married an immigrant
who could not qualify for naturalization himself

* U.S. woman allowed to keep her citizenship, but
treated as a naturalized citizen (this affected her
ability to travel)

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 36
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P e UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
123016

PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION

To the Honorable the U.-..S Dj.-.s trict wemn  Courlof ..... Ma §§_§§.1_1Q_S_§_§173 al Boston b e

The petition of ... Aﬁ&“ﬁ.t.&-------.QQx.t L i A e hereby flled, respectruﬁﬁshows:

(1) My place of residence is ... 2SI L _Lane ... Kingﬂt on., Ma s Se) My occupation is ... housewife $%-
3) Iwasbornjn . SANLIDecima Motteo Ttaly Feb. 8. 1883 mMymeess. No. Ttallan. ... . s
(4)-1 deelared % F 8% L RUT BRE &, tﬁﬁa-dghu ep,Z?.,lQé?.asa,g]tﬁg_ded ................................... 2

Bortiap My husband nat. June 3@, 1924 Plymouth Mass. cert 1734198 . ..

.......................................................... q e e e T N N O e T e e AR Y D

(5) Iam e - married. The name of my wife or husband is ________ Enl‘_ic_o ..... e T e SNt v o M 0 aars

wo were married on .. Jan. 29 .___,1.9_0_4: ........... b s an Plymouth Mass. . .. ... ; he was
born at __--B.Q;L_ana Itallf e 0N Mar... .. 5 ’__1853 ..................... —; ontered the United States
abs e e .Naw._ York NY o Mﬁ.y.-lﬁ.,---lgoz ............ for permanent residence therein, and now
resides nt At Kingﬂtm,---m&ﬂﬂg _______________________________________ Ibhave ... children, and the name, date,
end place of birth, and place of resldence of cuch of said children are as follows: ....... .N .eJ.l.Q ....... F.e.b.c.-. 8.,.--.190.4

_Plymouth Mass., .. . _Esther Febh. 8. ..1906 _ Kingston, Mass...

_Coeclite __August 19, 1907 __Plymouth Mass. All baorn in. . At W
—PlymouthiMaeRa. ... FOWRAIDSIIA O A . * -
{8) My last foreign residence was ... § Q.B.t ,_..M_Q.t t eo -I.'!EQ_:.L.Y .......................................... I emigrated to the United States of
Ammerica from GQQOQ Italy T S TS P B My lawful entry for permanent residence in the United Stotes
WoS 8 e B.Qﬁ:‘?.QQ.,---M.&..S.-.S. . s ,under tho namo Ofeee oo A;‘.-!-E\Ag‘.tﬁ ..... 5.6.3-:.:.'.@ ................ -

(1 Pty il 14, 1905 , 0N 10 VeSSel ceemmcmmennn BRomaniec..

as *howmrby=tho certifreateef my=arrfval srtocied bereto.

Naturalization Petition - 1936

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 37
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Asian Exclusion

* Begun with the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882

* Immigration Act of 1917 — created an “Asian Barred
Zone” (much of Asia & Pacific Islands) from which
immigrants could not enter the U.S.

* Immigration Act of 1924 barred immigration from:
China, Japan, the Philippines, Siam (Thailand),
French Indochina (Laos, Vietnam & Cambodia),
Singapore, Korea, Dutch East Indies (Indonesia),
Burma (Myanmar), India, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), and
Malaya (mainland of Malaysia)

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Debate & Women’s Citizenship

e Between 1922 and 1934

 Discussed five areas

1.

Woman married to a man ineligible for
citizenship

American-born woman married to an alien and
residing in his country for 2 years

Family unity
Repatriation of those women who lost citizenship
after 1907

Did jus sanguinis only apply to fathers

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Women'’s Citizenship

* Most of the legality traced back to common-law
brought over from England

* Suggested her choice to marry an alien was her
consent not only to the marriage, but to its
consequences

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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rflf’. ;,/')'al L- 'v /-'" “,j
AMENDMENT TO THE WOMEN’S
CITIZENSHIP/ACT-OF 1992 .- _ . _ ...
— Mr. CaBrE. Do you see any reason for her going through the
whole naturalization roceedinﬁs as you had to go through?
HEARINGS Mrs. Owen. 1 thinlf that such naturalization of a loyal American-
BEFoRE born woman is a farce. I will give you an illustration of the ab-
THE COMMITTEE ON surdity of the situation. I will give you a concrete illustration in
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALI my own case. I was required to fill out the same form that is given
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI te any alien to become a citizen. I went to the court and was
naturalized in a group of aliens. In that court at the time were two
women appointed by me to take charge of the Americanization of

SEVENTY-FIRST CONGRESS
SECOND SESSION

- aliens under the auspices of the Woman’s Club. For three years we
H. R. 10208 have been conducting classes to prepare aliens for citizenship, and
. Yyet I had to go before that court as an alien and my own appointees
March 6, 1930 who were there teaching the aliens. I appointed these two women
to take charge of the teaching and preparation of these aliens for
Hearings No. 71.2.13 American citizenshjlp.
The CuamrMaN. Those teachers were citizens?
CrATEMENTS OF Mrs. Owen. Yes. The law had taken my citizenship away at the
DOROTHY STRAUS. ALICE L. EDW tlme ()f my maI‘I‘ia e,
RN UTI BATAN owE. s cumwe The CHAIRMAN. You left the country and abandoned your citizen-
HARLEAN JAMES. nox. marwox - Ship by marriage to a foreigner?
. Mrs. Owen. I did not abandon my citizenship.
The CaarmMAN. You took on the citizenship of another country.
% Mrs. Owen. I did not take it. It was forced upon me by an un-

just law, now repealed.
The Caarman, What law?
Mrs. Owen. The act of 1907, which was repealed by the Cable Act.

UNITED STATES
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
11743 WASHINGTON : 1930

Hearing No. 71.2.13, 6 March 1930
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John L. Cable

* Introduced the “Married
Women’s Independent
Nationality Act” (aka
Cable Act) of 1922

* Representative of Ohio
(1921-1925; 1929-1933)

* Wrote books on
citizenship
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Ruth Bryan Owen

* Representative of
Florida (1929-1933)

* Daughter of William
Jennings Bryan

* Lost her own citizenship
through marriage

* Went through the
naturalization process

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.or
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Albert Johnson

* Chair of the House
Immigration Committee

* Congressman from
Washington state

* 1920 - proposed closing
immigration for 2 years

* Co-author of approved act
of 1924
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Mr. CaBrLe. Do you see any reason for her going through the
whole naturalization proceedings as you had to go through?

Mrs. Owen. 1 thinlf that such naturalization of a loyal American-
born woman is a farce. I will give you an illustration of the ab-
surdity of the situation. I will tggive you a concrete illustration in
my own case. I was required to fill out the same form that is given
to any alien to become a citizen. I went to the court and was
naturalized in a group of aliens. In that court at the time were two
women appointed by me to take charge of the Americanization of
aliens under the auspices of the Woman’s Club. For three years we
have been conducting classes to prepare aliens for citizenship, and
yet I had to go before that court as an alien and my own appointees
who were there teaching the aliens. I appointed these two women
to take charge of the teaching and preparation of these aliens for
American citizenship.

House Imm. Comm. Meeting, 1930
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Immigration Act of 1924

* More than just denying entry of immigrants to the
U.S., it also barred entry of American born
women, living abroad, who were married to those

ineligible classes

e Such women were now held to the Quota
limitations of the countries of their husbands,

despite their having |

* Ineligible classes had
numbers.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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1931

* In 1931 Congress finally removed the final two
hurdles for U.S. born women who were married to
someone considered ineligible to naturalize:

— Ineligibility of the spouse to naturalize

— Foreign residence

* Though expatriated women still had to complete
the entire naturalization process if they wished to
regain citizenship
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QUESTIONS?
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Repatriation

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org




Class 4: Tracing Women in Your Family Tree

Repatriation

* Repatriation was often necessary for those women
who had married aliens and lost their citizenship.

* U.S. born men who fought for another country
(such as Canada during World War I before the
U.S. entered) would lose their U.S. citizenship.

* Applying for citizenship in another country was
another way to lose U.S. citizenship.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Repatriation

One of the human side lights on the provision of the Cable Act
which requires that an American woman who has lost her citizenship
by marriage to an alien prior to September 22, 1922, can regain her
citizenship by filing the usual petition for naturalization and hayin
the court naturalize her thereupon, consists in the aversion which
women in this situation feel to the necessity of going through the
customary ‘‘naturalization” process in order to accomplish their
object. Some women feel that a certain stigma attaches to the
need of “naturalization’ in the same manner as any lowly immigrant.
Women of perhaps Mayflower ancestry, whose forbears fought
through the Revolution, and whose family names bear honored and
conspicuous ﬂlaces in our history, who are thoroughly American at
heart, and who perhaps have never left these shores, but whose act
in choosing alien husbands has caused forfeiture of American citizen-
ship, bemoan the stipulation that such as they must sue for naturali-
zation by the ordinary means, solemnly affirm an intention to
renounce allegiance to the prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty to
which the husband owes allegiance, and take oath of allegiance to the
United States. No matter what the statutory provision may have
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Repatriation

been regarding loss of citizenship, it has probably never been brought
home to such a woman that she is anything but an American, and
the objection to conforming to the process provided by the Cable
Act is at least understandable. The American citizen who fought in
an allied army during the World War, and by taking oath of allegiance
to a foreign country forfeited his citizenship, may regain that status
by the simple process of appearing before a court of naturalization
and taking the oath of allegiance to the United States. Why should
she not be accorded the same privilege? argues the woman of the
class under discussion. There 1s at least food for thought by our
lagis]atﬂrs in this plaint.
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e}

118

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

To the Honorable the Judges of the Circuit Court of the United States
begun and holden at Boston, within and for the District of Massaclusetls.

, ROLAPUL.
Respectfully represents. SYC L S0 ()1 CARCLRPE S LA
residing at No. ... WAMO A%

in said District, occupati

a free white person; that he was born in aé M/&ﬁ s /é W

L on or about
= l“! - -

the cj"?z .............. e da@f_,.. —— AL p c12€ in the year of our Lord eighteen
hundred and.... . ZZ_- ; ,ﬁ ,,,,,,,, and is now about... ... (3 C? ________________ .years of
age; that he atéved 1té¢:¥ﬂaz;>v __________ T R g e in the District of

(47

g
/Ofrdu of /AW aret _.in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred

and...... /é ................. - being then a minor under the age of eighteen years ; '
that it thén was, and still is, his bona fide intentj
of the United States of America, and to renoun T
foreign Prince, State, Potentate, and Sovereig: e :

o

in the United States of America, on or about the

Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.

426l cerrel ol » YT . At 1 y PR 3 v B vid
12 (L 1he sc }"‘I'I‘““’ ‘L‘,l—‘“fhf"' "'"“""’ N L A sa s S O PRREPY AT THToT

—eof—tis—intention—to—breome @ cilizen g said Unmated States, before the Honorable

OuUrt;

whiose subject he has herctofore been. %
Onethe—" daw—6f— _ A. B8 S

Achille Lebrecque 1896 Naturalization
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Form 136.
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES, PREPARED IN CONFORMITY WITH SUBDIVISION TWELFTH OF SECTION 4 OF THE ACT OF JUNE 29, 1906

AS AMENDED BY THE ACT APPROVED MAY 9, 1918, PUBLIC NO. 144, SIXTY-FIFTH CONGRESS, AND REGULATIONS MADE THEREFOR

. U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR V

BUREAU OF NATURALIZATION g

-

This form has been prepared and adopted by the Bureau of Naturalization, Department of Labor, for use in carrying into effect the provisions of subdivision twellth
of soction 4, of vha act of June 29, 1906, as amended by !‘ho act approved .\t;\%' _‘J, 1018, Public No. 144, Sixty-filth Congress, by which any American citizen who is deerned
to have expatriated himsalf by taking an oath 0{ nllos:m{lco to enter ”‘.0 military or naval service of a country “‘at war with a country with which the United sﬁloq is
now at war’ may resume his American citizenship. This Oﬂt.h of allegiance should be taken on this form, in triplicate, before any court authorized to naturalize aliens
One copy should be retained for the court record and two copies should !)c forwarded l-o tho Bureau of Naturalization, whence one will be transmitted to the T)op:-,nmerl.i
of State, asa compliance with the requirements of the law. Formal evidence to the individual is not required by law.

Norte.—No American could expatriate himself ‘‘when this country is at war,” or after April 5, 1017.

Herbert George Harris o ak
e B e , a citizen of th i
1 (Give full name.) the Lnlted Stﬂtf‘h.

born at Cambridgze, Massachusetts, U. S. A. on March 2, 1896

(City or town.) (State or foreign country.) (Month, day, ADATORRY t ol L
. """"""""""""""""" e ot T Gouirt) by oF Town aud State, and dave of maturalizationy
mili - a (Groat Britain) ctober 22
entered the{ nw;fy \ service of ,---_-_--_-.“.‘_-.C_f_'.?_:‘.r,___’._l.,“_%fiz ..... onare October &c ..., 1015
% j (Name of country.) (Month and day.)

and thereupon took the prescribed oath or obligation necessary to enter that service, and have never
done any other act by which I could be held to have expatriated myself. It is my desire to freely take and
subseribe to, without mental reservation or purpose of evasion, the following oath of allegiance to the United
States for the purpose of being restored to the status of an American citizen, as provided by subdivision
twelfth, section 4, of the act of June 29, 1906, as amended by the act approved May 9, 1918, Public No. 144,
Sixty-fifth Congress: :
I hereby declare, on oath, that I absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all
allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty; that T
will support and defend the Constitution and laws of the United States of America
against all enemies, foreign and domestic; and that I will bear true faith and allegiance
to the same.

Male repatriation

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Repatriation

* Despite Crist's hoping to see an easier manner for
women to repatriate as early as 1922, such an
option was not a reality until the passage of an act
on June 25, 1936.

* And one more act passed on July 2, 1940 would be
needed before real separation of marriage and
citizenship took place.
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74ra CONGRESS. SESS. II. CHS. 801, 802, JUNE 23, 1936. 1917

[CHAPTER 801.)

AN ACT

Jupe 23, 1936,
To repatriate native-horn women who have heretofore Jost their citizenship by E 212 :
marriage to an alien, and for other purposes. ublic No. o0

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representalives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter a Citizenship.
woman, being a native-born citizen, who has or is believed to have ta mm i o
lost her United States Citizenship solely by reason of her marriage {7, %% fared aliens
prior to Se{»tember 22, 1922, to an alien, and whose marital status o
with such alien has or shall have terminated, shall be deemed to be
a_citizen of the United States to the same extent as though her mar-
riage to said alien had taken place on or after September 22, 1922:
Provided, however, That no such woman shall have or claim any D oginen
rights as a citizen of the United States until she shall have duly '
taken the oath of allegiance as prescribed in section 4 of the Act
approved June 29, 1906 (34 Stat. 596; U. S. C,, title 8, sec, 381), at °%°* % %5
anf place within or under the jurisdiction of the United States
before a court exercising naturalization jurisdiction thereunder or,
outside of the jurisdiction of the United States, before a secretary
of embassy or legation or a consular officer as prescribed in section
1750 of the Revised Statutes of the United States (U. S. C,, title 22, -2 831
sec. 131) ; and such officer before whom such oath of allegiance shall
be taken shall make entry thereof in the records of his office or in
the naturalization records of the court, as the case may be, and shall
deliver to such person taking such oath, upon demand, a certified
pzy of the proceedings had, including a copy of the oath admin-
istered, under the seal of his office or of such court, at a cost not
exceeding $1, which shall be evidence of the facts stated therein
before any court of record or judicial tribunal and in any depart-
ment of the United States.

Approved, June 25, 1936.
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To repatriate native-born women who have heretofore Jost their citizenship by
marriage to an alien, aud for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and IHouse of Representalives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That hereafter a
woman, being a native-born citizen, who has or is believed to have
lost her United States Citizenship solely by reason of her marriage
prior to September 22, 1922, to an alien, and whose marital status
with such alien has or shall have terminated, shall be deemed to be
a citizen of the United States to the samne extent as though her mar-
riage to said alien had taken place on or after September 22, 1922:
Provided, however, That no such woman shall have or claim any
rights as a citizen of the United States until she shall have duly
taken the oath of allegiance as prescribed in section 4 of the Act
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IMMIGRATION AN AVAL ane e =m = -

APPLICATION TO TAKE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE ACT
OF JUNE 25, 1936, AND FORM OF SUCH OATH (PUBLIC—NO. 793—74th CONGRESS)

This form is for use under the Act of June 25, 1936 (Publie—No. 793—74th Congress) by a woman residing within or
under the jurisdiction of the United States, who was a native-born citizen of the United States and who has, or is believed to
have, lest United States citizenship solely by reason of m.arriage prior to Sgpt-cmber.'.?‘l, 1922, to an alien, and whose marital
status with such alien has terminated. A woman, residing elsewhere, who is otherwise qualified should take up her case with
an embassy, legation, or a consular officer of the United _States: The oat_h of allcgmnce'}‘)rgscrlbed herein may be administered
by any naturalization court in the United States to \‘\'hmh this application is made. This form, which constitutes the court
record of the transaction, should be executed in triplicate. The original should be Tetmncd as the record of the court. The
duplicate, duly certified by the clerk of court, should be forwarded to the Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization,
Washington, D. (., through the proper District Director or D_n'lsmnal Director of Immigration and Naturalization on the

first day of the succeeding month. The clerk of court shall furnish to the applicant, upon her demand, at a cost not exceeding

$1, & certified copy of the proceedings, under the seal of the court, including a copy of the oath administered. The triplicate
of this form, which should be duly certified by the clerk, may be furnished to the applicant who makes such demand.

copy h demand be made, the triplicate, uncertified, shall be forwarded with the duplicate as provided above.

If no suc

ks s T United States District Court at ... Rantbn. MEaas. = ¢ s IV

P e CORDELIA GERTHRUDE PUNTER ., was born at ... Florence, Nors ton,Mags. .

(Give full name) (City or town, and Btate)

R AR SR Jamuary 5,.1886 ... , and was married on _June 23,1917 o e to
(Month, day, and year) (Month, day, and year)

______________ CHARLES PUNTER .. ... then an alien, a citizen or subject of ~ Oronk Brikada o o Teg o

I lost, or believe that 1 lost, United States citizenship solely by reason of such marriage. My marital status with such alien

terminated on ... S@tﬂh‘! .20 > -_19@ R o\ e SRR SRR SR R Plycree . o o N A T

2 § (State by what means n\ax_—iu:'l status with alien terminated)
The following available documents which support the foregoing facts are herewith exhibited by me: - oo

__________ Rirth Cavtificate RRhAbAE A
___________ Marriage Certificate BxBibdt B o e
__________ Divarce Certificate Rxhibdt €

I hereby apply to take the oath of allegiance as preseribed in section 4 of the Act of June 29, 1906 (34 Stat. 596; U. S. C,,
t. 8, sec. 106), to become repatriated and obtain the rights of a citizen of the United States.

\LW\A_&L@ ..... st sade Caundys

(Signature \Y applicani)

X BT 7 1 " G September (1o o8

Female repatriation form
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b’l_ 71

" : . eEA ORIGINAL

STIT ‘.“236
}__‘_:_f:f} o ,BOR (To be retained as the court record)

SERVEE
.y\t‘f—.

APPLICATION TO TAKE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE ACT
OF JUNE 25 1936, AND FORM OF SUCH OATH (PUBLIC—NO. 793—74th CONGRESS)

ithin or
3 b{n.:vei to

hose marital
e up her case with
be administered
tes the court

sional D rector
to the applicant
seal of ‘"e court, inclu
i by the cl e..-’., may be f

ified, shall be forwarded with the dupli

~Coarkat - — e et Lo AT T L e e S e e

. and was married on - ¥ =l i

then an alien, a citizen or subject of

lost, or believe that 1 lost L‘mted States citizenship sclely by reason of such marriage. My marital status with such alien
] % - »

shicaain 5 107z A hv
tenm:med GoAte Morah 22 1555 by =
railable docun.em.u which ~u.)oort the 1or£g01 g fact~ are !

i =

-al.;_-n—t.x.}.-.’.‘.-.-.
w 15 s K= ey

e AN S e

I hereby spply to take the oath of allegiance as prescribed in section 4 of the Act of June 29, 1906 (34 Stat. 596; U. S. C.,

t. 8, sec. 106), to become repatriated and obtain the rights of a citizen of the United States.
. 8, sec. )y I

aATTIS

Suherribed and sworn to before me this ._4w0 b aay of

Female repatriation
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Act of July 2, 1940

b4 Start.] 76t CONG., 3p SESS,.—CHS. §09-512—JULY 2, 1040

(CHAPTER 509]
AN ACT

To repatriate native-born women residents of the United States who have here-
tofore lost their citizenship by marriage to an alien.

Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act
entitled “An Act to repatriate native-born women who have hereto-
fore lost their citizenship by marria to an alien, and for other

urposes”, approved June 25, 1936 ( 1934 edition, Supp.
f tlllb 8, sec. 9a), Is amended by maertmg aiter “terminated” the
fol owing: “or who has resided continuously in the United States
since the date of such marriage,”,

Approved, July 2, 1940.
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Finding Repatriation Records

Repatriation records used Form N-415,
Application to Take Oath of Allegiance to the
United States

Usually filed in separate volumes within the court.
ALL of the titles will include the word repatriation

Found in RG 21 - Records of District Courts of
the United States

Generally found at NARA Branches

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.or:
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Home > Research Our Records > Guide to Federal Records in the National Archives of the United States

Guide to Federal Records

Guide to Federal Records in the National Guide to Federal Records

Main Page o o
Archives of the United States lormatn About e G
New Accessions Alphabetical Index to the Guide
On Our Partners’ Websites Statistical Summary of Holdings by Record Group
Number
Get Started . .
etotane The Web Version of the Guide Record Groups by Topic Clusters
Search Online This web version of the Guide to Federal Records in the National Archives of the United States is based on a

onli paper version with the same title compiled by Robert B. Matchette et al in 1995. Go to Record Group #
nline Research Tools and

Aids

Online Catal This version incorporates descriptive information about federal records acquired by the National Archives Go to RG#
niine Catalog ops .
after the 1995 paper edition went to press, and it is regularly updated to reflect new acquisitions of federal e
Access to Archival Databases pap P g yup q (Enter 3 digits: "064" for RG 64)
. el records.
Presidential Libraries
Research in Person )
Search the Guide:

Free at the Archives

Plan your Research Visit
Locate a Facility Near You

21 Go to RG#

Help Us Protect the (Enter 3 digits: "064" for RG 64) /I

Records

Bibliographic note: Web version based on Guide to Federal Records in the National Archives of the United States. Compiled

Archives.gov/research/quide-fed-records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 63



Class 4: Tracing Women in Your Family Tree

eemidese®® - Records of District Courts of the United  see detailed finding aids for

Main Page holdings in:

What's New? States

New Accessions Chicago _
On Our Partners' Websites Kansas City
Get Started
Search Online (Record Group 21)
1685-1993

g_’é"”e Research Tools and Overview of Records Locations

ids
Online Catalo,

' . Table of Contents
Access to Archival Databases
Presidential Libraries * 21.1 Administrative History
* 21.2 Records of U.S. District and Other Courts in Alabama 1813-1976
Research in Person e 21.2.1 Records of the U.S. Territorial Court
Free at the Archives * 21.2.2 Records of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District
Plan your Research Visit e 21.2.3 Records of the U.S. Circuit Court for the Northern District
Locats & Facility Near You e 21.2.4 Records of the U.S. District Court for the Middle District
21.2.5R ds of the U.S. Circuit Court for the Middle District
Help Us Protect the . ecords of the ircuit Court for the Middle Distric
Records * 21.2.6 Records of the Confederate States District Court for the Middle Division of the District of
- — Alabama
- * 21.2.7 Records of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District /
Free at National Archives * 21.2.8 Records of the U.S. Circuit Court for the Southern District |
Facilities ¢ 21.2.9 Records of the Confederate States District Court for the Southern Division of the District of
Alabama

Ancestry &'

Archives.gov/research/quide-fed-records
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Textual Records (in Atlanta): Case files, 1813-18.

21.2.2 Records of the U.S. District Court for the Northern
District

Textual Records (in Atlanta): Records of the Northeastern Division (Huntsville), including minute books,
1826-1963; dockets, 1838-1957; case files, 1866-1963; final record books, 1875-1931; and records relating to
naturalization, 1875-94, 1909-11, and 1923-26. Records of the Eastern Division (Anniston), including minute
books, 1903-64; dockets, 1903-57; case files, 1903-63; civil order books, 1939-50; and final record books, 1907-
30. Records of the Middle Division (Gadsden), including minute books, 1909-76; dockets, 1909-67; case files,
1910-63; and final record books, 1911-30. Records of the Southern Division (Birmingham), including minute
books, 1885-1964; dockets, 1883-1967; case files, 1887-1967; final record books, 1891-1932; roll of attorneys,
1885-1947; and records concerning naturalization, 1909-62. Records of the Western Division (Tuscaloosa),
including minute books, 1905-68; dockets, 1905-63; case files, 1905-63; and final record books, 1912-31.
Records of the Northwestern Division (Florence), including minute books, 1909-75; dockets, 1909-57; case
files, 1910-63; and records concerning naturalization, 1922- 29. Records of the Jasper Division, including
minute books, 1912- 67; dockets, 1912-57; case files, 1912-63; and final record books, 1914-30. Records for all
divisions including judgments of acquittals, 1946-74; civil judgment dockets, 1945-52; indexes to general
minutes, 1885-1953; minute books, 1885-1965; civil order books, 1938-50; equity minute books, 1930-52;
criminal minute books, 1938-64; declarations of intention, 1910-59; naturalization petitions and indexes,
1911-63; overseas naturalization petitions,1943-55; naturalization orders, 1926-70; and repatriation oaths,
1922-63. Also judgement and order books for both criminal and civil cases, 1951-76.

Microfilm Publications: M1547.

https://www.archives.gov/research/quide-fed-records
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Clues in Census
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Were they naturalized?

* Census records often supply you with the needed
clues to if a man was naturalized

* Some of the censuses also include the year of
naturalization

* If there is a date of naturalization for a married
female on the 1920 census that is likely either her
marriage date OR the date her husband
naturalized

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.orqg
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Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ SCAN ME
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Tracing Women in Your Family Tree 2026

Thank you for registering for the online course, Tracing Women in Your Family Tree!

Women make up 50% of your ancestry, yet their lives, experiences, and even complete names are all too often forgotten by written history. This course will
help you reclaim their stories by providing resources and strategies for finding maiden names, discussing women's legal rights through history as they

pertain to genealogical documents (such as land and probate records, voting lists, naturalization, etc.), uncovering material and written culture left behind,
and using mitochondrial DNA to trace maternal lines.

This course includes five 90-minute lectures, Q&A with the instructors, and exclusive access to handouts. You will have access to all materials for the
foreseeable future.

NEW! This course also includes two virtual office hours with instructors. These informal sessions offer an opportuntity for participants to drop in and ask
additional questions, see demos as they arise, and more. These sessions will not be recorded.

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

AmericanAncestors.org/tracing-women-your-family-tree-2026
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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