Friend or Foe:
Researching Colonial
Ancestors During the

American Revolution

David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist

September 18, 2026

E 3 American Ancestors




Researching Patriots

of the Revolution




Basic Steps of Military

Research




Why research a veteran?




How old was your veteran?
Too young or too old ?

* Ages not listed, no town given

* Age range of typical soldier, 18-35

Average birth year 1735-1760
* Extremes early 1700s & late 1760s



Patriotic Service




Acts of Patriotic Service

* These acts cannot be self-serving
* Service could only be rendered to the Patriots

 This can be one act or a series of actions
demonstrating loyalty to the American cause



Examples of Patriotic Service

Signing oaths of allegiance to the new government
Rendering aid to wounded (nurses and doctors)
Furnishing supplies

Lending money or munitions

Ministers giving patriotic sermons

Paying supply taxes

Defenders of forts and stations

Members of Continental Congress, State Conventions and
Assemblies

Membership in committees during the war (ex.
Committees of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety)
Boston Tea Party participants



Patriotic Sermons

* Religion provided a moral sanction for opposing
British rule

* Ministers of the Church of England are not
eligible — they swore an oath to support the King



Sermon from Rev. Samuel Langdon

Rev. Samuel Langdon - president of Harvard College preached in Watertown, CT,
May 31, 1775 (one month after the Battles of Lexington and Concord):

"We have lived to see the time when British liberty is just ready to expire—when the
constitution of government which has so long been the glory and strength of the
English nation is deeply undermined and ready to tumble into ruins—when America
is threatened with cruel oppression and the arm of power is stretched out against
New England, especially this colony; to compel us to submit to the arbitrary acts of
legislators who are not our representatives, and who will not bear the least part of the
burdens which, without mercy; they are laying upon us”(Thornton, John

Wingate. The Pulpit of the American Revolution: or the Political Sermons of the
Period of 1776 Boston: Gould and Lincoln, 1860, pg. 235).



Oaths of Allegiance

18™-century oaths were seen as "sworn promises"

Most colonies required an oath of allegiance by free males over
the minimum age (varied from over 16 to 21 years)

Prisoners of war and enslaved persons were exempt from taking
an oath of allegiance.

Women were not required to take an oath of allegiance unless
required in other circumstances (ex. in New York to file a
lawsuit)

Some colonies allowed Quakers to affirm allegiance
(Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, North Carolina, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont)



Oath of Allegiance Example

B A , do swear (or affirm) that I renounce and refuse all
allegiance to George the Third, King of Great Britain, his heirs
ana’ successors, and that I will be faithful and bear true
dgzance to the commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a free and
pendent state, and that I will not at any time do or cause to
be done any matter or thing that will be prejudicial or injurious
to the freedom and independence thereof, as declared by
Congress; and also that I will discover and make known to some
one justice of the peace of the said state all treasons 2 and
traitorous conspiracies which I now know or hereafter shall

know to be formed against this or any of the United States of
America.”

— Oaths of Allegiance During the American Revolution 8 May
2021, Sons of the American Revolution (SAR)



Oaths of Allegiance
Minimum Age Requirements

Connecticut — Office holders and freemen (over 21)
Delaware — White males over 21

Georgia — All men over 16

Maryland - Free males over 18

North Carolina - Free males over 16

Pennsylvania - White males over 18

Rhode Island — Men above 21

South Carolina - Free males over 16

Vermont - Freemen (over 21)

Virginia — Free born males over 16 (except indentured servants)



Supply Taxes

Congress has no authority to levy taxes. Money and supplies were
requested from the states.

Taxes went towards raising supplies, paying troops, building ships,
providing clothing, raising bounty money, providing relief for families
of soldiers in service.

The laws that were passed to levy taxes must state in the statute that
they were addressing a request of the Continental Congress and/or
to support the war or achieve independence.

Each state has different tax assessments that were levied. Consult the
DAR and SAR guides on which taxes count for patriotic service.



Types of Civil Service

o State Officials — Provisional or new state
governments

* County and Town Officials

— Examples: Selectman, Judge, Sheriff, Justice of the
Peace, Town Clerk



Town Record Minutes

* Record the business of the town, including elected
officials

 Town records date back to when the town was
first incorporated



UTCIHIDA VD

8 Apr 1782

it being Represented to the Mecting that two Men, was this Towns Proportion to be procured
for the Continental Army.. Voted a Com'™ be appointed to hire the Two Men on the Towns
cost, for one Year, and chose Farrington Harrison & William Whedon

granted a Tax of one penncy on the pound.. and chose Pennock Howd, Ephraim Baldwin and

James Smith Collectors Collectors

Branford, Connecticut Town Meetings during

the American Revolution

Branford

19 Mar 1782
Ebenez’ Russell Esq” chose Moderator

Voted that a Guard.. of Twenty Men be.. Raised for the Defence of this Town.. and that ap
Officer be appointed in each Society. and to Rais their proportionable part of the Men by
Inlistment, and chose L' Jacob Bunnel, L' Edw: Mulford & Ens" Allen Smith for the purpose,,
and to Command the Guard, each one his proportionable part of the time, and to take their
Instructions from Col: Edw: Russell: and that they Receive the same pay & Rations as the
soldiers in the Continental Army.. and to be allowed one shilling p* Day for billiting
themselves

8 Aor 1782

Chose lohn Baldwm Ju' Collector of the 2¢ Tax.. in the room of Timothy Bradly who ;
refused, and s* Baldwin also refused & paid his Fine: .. Meeting then chose Obediah Tyler i in
his room

11 Nov 1782

Chose Papillion Barker Collector of the 2¢ TownTax, in the room of Obediah Tyler who
Refused & paid his Fine
18 Nov 1782

mad Choice of Ebenez’ Palmer to Collect the 2¢ Town Tax... in the Room of Papillon Barker
who refuses
[ ] Dec 1782

Ebenez Russell Esq” chosen Moderator
Edw: Russell Clerk

made choice of Ephraim Parrish, C* Sam" Russell, Will™ Munro, Sam" Ford, Jonathan
Russell, C* Timothy Hoadley & Jesse Street Select-men
Chose Dea" Elnathan Beach Town Treasurer

Ephraim Parrish, Sam" Hoadly, Roger Tyler Ju" & Stephen Williams Constables, and also
Ruben Rose Constable & to Collect the State Tax

Chose Willford Johnson, Tim" Bradly, Farrinton Harrison, Ephraim Foot, Sam" Frisbie, John £
Barker, Will™ Munro, Jamcs Hoadly, Isaac Palmer, Jos" Bartholomew, Pennock Howd, ]
Jonathan Towner Ju* Sam" Page, Rufus Linsley, Asahel Palmer, Israel Linsley, Jona"
Hoadley. Dan" Foot Harrison, Edw: Mulford, Ebenez’ Russell Ju[ ] Jacob Barker, Jared
Harrison, Tim" Harrison Ju" Joseph Willford, Jacob Bunnel, Peter Tyler, Charles Ford. }Oqiﬂh
Fowler Ju", and Jacob Frisbie Surveyours of Highways



Revolutionary War

Resources




What Revolutionary War
Records are available

Where to
Publication What is it?
Find Online
United States Revolutionary War Compiled s
Service Records, 1775-1783 Abstracts of information about soldiers from muster Fol d3}"01;1 018
rolls, pay rolls, and other documents Ances:;r "
NARA Microfilm publication M881 ¥
s s ol Images of muster rolls, payrolls, strength returns, and Eiﬂgﬁiiﬁhﬂrg
.
NARA Microfilm publication M246 othiey pessonel, Pay; AN SppLy Tec0ns Ancestry.com
Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty- FenilyBemihioot
Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-1900 | Images of documents assembled during the process of Fold3 m;] s
. ; C
applying for a pension or bounty land e —

NARA Microfilm publication M804
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1840 Census of Pensioners

‘ ]é‘ré/ﬁﬁv 77
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STOUGHTON
Rebecca Littlefield
Aunna Kieth -
Thomas Curtis -
Elizadeth Williams
Amos Guild
Silence Holmes
Benjamin Bisbee
Relief Harris
Lemuel Smith
Asa Waters
Chloe Drake
Bamuel Walea

LU D D D B B D BN B BN B
L N B D B D D D D D B B ]

Rebecca Littlefield.
William Curtis, jr.
Thomas Curtfs,

Elizabeth Williams.

Amos Guild,
Silence Holmes,
Benjamin Bisbee.
Relief Harris,
Jesse Pierce.
Asa Waters,
Benjamin Drake.
Samuel Wales.

Revolutionary
War pensioners
and widows

First census to
give exact age

Lists who the
veteran is residing
with



Case Study:
From Published to

Primary Sources




Mass. Soldiers & Sailors

The following is his Revolutionary War sketch from Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the
Revolutionary War (12:559).

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s
(2d Essex Co.) Regt., whicllq) marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6
days; also, Captain; return of militia officers who joinec{) Col. Jedediah
Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council
Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers
of companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army;
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co. [year not
%iven]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, signed by men

elonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks service, appears on reverse
of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of
Mass. militia; list of officers to be commissioned in said regiment; ordered in
Council June 26, 1777, that said officers be commissioned; reported
commissioned June 26, 1777.



Looking for the Sources

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col.
Samuel Gerrishs (2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the
alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6 days; also, Captain; return of
militia officers who joined Col. Jedediah Huntington's Regt., dated
Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council Feb. 3, 1776, that
said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers of
companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the
army; commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's
co. [year not given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777,
signed by men belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks
service, appears on reverse of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel
Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers to be
commissioned in said regiment; ordered in Council June 26, 1777, that
said officers be commissioned; reported commissioned June 26, 1777.




Muster Roll Index Microfilm

Massachusetts Muster Rolls
(index file cards) of the
Revolutionary War, 1767-1833
259 Microfilms



n.-.
qEFamilySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing

Records Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS =

Muster rolls (index file cards) of the Revolutionary War,
1767-1833 [Massachusetts]

Authors: Massachusetts. Secretary of State (Main
Author)
Massachusetts. State Archives (Repository)

Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Film

Language: English

Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1995-1996

Physical: 259 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

References: (Digital Collection) Massachusetts,

Revolutionary War, index cards to muster
rolls, 1775-1783



Capt. Jonathan Poor

v

% 2

| Appears with rank of ’ém\’(on
Lexington Alarm Roll

of Capt Co.,

Regt
{4

which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775,

from % e I

to.

Town to which soldier belonged,..

Lz

Length of service, é ...days.

Lexington Alarms; Vol. / 2 page
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Records Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS = PRINT @ (

Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808) of the
Revolutionary War [Massachusetts and Rhode Island]

Authors: Massachusetts. Secretary of State (Main
Author)

Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Film

Language: English

Publication: Salt Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the
Genealogical Society of Utah, 1993

Physical: 44 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

Notes

Microreproduction of documents at Massachusetts State Archives, Boston, Massachusetts.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations %)

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Massachusetts - Military records - Revolution, 1775-1783

United States, Rhode Island - Military records - Revolution, 1775-1783






Capt. Jonathan Poor




Citing the Published Source with
the Primary Source

Jonathan Poor “Newbury. Captain of a company
of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.)
Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19,
1775; service, 6 days™[1]



Citing the Published Source with
the Primary Source

Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808) of the
Revolutionary War - Lexington Alarm rolls 1775, 13:43.
[FHL US/CAN Film

# 1906243] Online:
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS]7-
HIMC?i=416&cat=729681 (February 26, 2025)
Repository: Massachusetts State Archives.




Going Beyond
Abstracts and

Dissecting Pension
Files
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Joshua, CT Line & Green Mtn Boys, S41326, BLW #2354-200-31 May
appl 30 Mar 1818 at Addison in Addison Co VT, in 1820 sol w
living with him; Mary 34, Amy 27, Huldah 19 & Nancy
1821 at Bridport VT R e o e

Joshua, Cont & MA Lin W8308, s e

Abstracts of Rev. War Pension Files 3815

(continusd) Rakhelemosity aged 5, a daughter Mary was married in 1820 but her husband wasn't named

'H:E‘Nfg’ J;ﬁhua, MA & NH Lines, Betty or Betsey, W15863, sol was b in 1754 in Westbury MA & he lived

O rap 1. g6 Of 14 then moved to Grafton MA where he lived when he enl & about 1782 he moved to

Henniker in Merrimack Co NH where he lived when he appl 29 Aug 1832, sol m Betty or Betsey Wood 17
Jun 1778 at Harvard in Worcester Co MA & she was b 19 Apr 1755, he appl 29 Aug 1832 at Henniker NH &
he d there 2 Feb 1835 & his wid annl 4haws o e 1097 ~hildwan wera: Samuel b 17 Jun 1779 & d 6 Jul

Joshua Whitney Abstract
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MEMORIALS

Revolutionary War Pensions (1)

Search within:
Massachusetts

PUBLICATION (1) STATE {17) VETERAN SURNAME STARTS WITH (25) VETERAN SURNAME (251)

Navy Casualty Reports, 1776-1941 Hee - N i

Massachusetts Waddams
Numbered Record Books Free o]

New Hampshire Wadden
Pennsylvania Archives Free P

New Jersey Wade
Revolutionary War Manuscript File Free — Q

New York Wadham
Revolutionary War Milestone Documents Free R

North Carolina Wadleigh
Revolutionary War Pensions Free L

‘ — ©Ohio Wadlia
Revolutionary War Prize Cases - Captured
Free T

Vessels z 2

Pennsylvania 2 — Wadline
Revolutionary War Rolls Free u

Rhode Island Wadsworth
Revolutionary War Service and Imprisonment

Free v

Cards E :

South Carolina Wagg

Vermont Waight

www.fold3.com




Browse the collections

VETERAN SURNAME (z81)

Whitney

Whiton

Whittemore

Whitten

Whittier

Whitting

Whittlesey

Whitty

Whitwell

Revolutionary War » Revolutionary War Pensions : Massachusetts » W » Whitney : Joshua Whitney : Pagel

Search within records

VETERAN NAME (54 PAGE (23)

Joshua Whitney

Joshua Whitney

Joshua Whitney

Lemuel Whitney

Leonard Whitney

(A Micah Whitney
Moses Whitney
Nathan Whitney

Oliver Whitney

Page 1 Page 2 Page 3 Page 4 Page 5
Page 6 Page 7 Page 8 Page 9 Page 10
Page 11 Page 12 Page 13 Page 14 Page 15

www.fold3.com
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SCHEDULE of the rel and persona estate, (neeesary clothing and bedivg excepted) belonging
to me the subseriber, viz : d - e LN

(Rl oXolE — s avene s o Lovaol wa (D wakow —

Wil ol uosy Nowae an W‘_m\r\%o\m
Lok & Asenny v oo oo —

Cenomos jw N ¥ QT W,
e oo g - g S A

it

SCHEDULE of the family residing with me.
by beskiiion s 4 €10 _mt/
,'!w h—’\m.- "
" NNES. |__AGES. | Capacity of each to contribute to-their sapport.’

AW : &Wm’ 3 a2 kol WA FWon & df B Wrnas.
m yoidldnp. 2%——:“&tn mt‘@«\.‘\ua ti
Nowm 22 —[odRe to

Almwnia — )6 |odmo bR

s ‘%Q{"M‘ Q‘\—\g}mﬂ.@um

SDOC Py

Joshua Whitney Pension File



(necessary clothing and bedding excepted) belonging

SCHEDULE of the real and personnl estate,
to me the subseriber, viz: . ’
\(\\ AL 2 W\T L \\ll"\\kf‘\ ’\\UY\_E____—WV\E-CL&‘/LQ—&

ooy Lamal u.JVth &~ e do vl @ \\_ﬂ VeA &Y
me Loaall, os \r-em‘ﬁ&um !'\- . T \n.\ubcszuaﬂmk

Y

wr ooy Thoom mmu}

P o hs
\M\"LLU’\—‘L B Lr&,%\\liﬁ_g\f\: ‘2‘\) Z{‘M

ensonacl e ’\‘U"(‘U ) QAL ML | e/:LL,QX o e Teom
\\C‘IU»Q uﬁm» Ay OV NAL e .'S \\uu-a 22 ungw\_L,

TV, e e Yanat AGAL Ve A T ool y\.PW O ’Y\u_a_dbﬁ,

iy

5

&, L re b

{ "SY“ TOY )ﬁ A CUW\ sz
W. 8 _: us\.\
4 . Q "

L"“ Q

~wrorn Lo
Aoy 3.182)

’

<

SCHEDULE of the family residing with me OF AL u.qu~lhf\x).¢ —  who,
by occupation am a > ey — (_ Which T am ~&C able to pursue by reason of

\.Omxhu%g, o ok W\.\ \’\'v\\.\/l,‘.] A wRL —

Joshua Whitney Pension File




Joshua Whitney Pension File




J. R. CHACE, POSTMASTER |. A. BALL, ASSISTANT POSTMASTER

Hnited States Post Office FIRSTy age

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA
Jure 18, 1924,

Commissioner of Pensions,
Pureau of Pensions,
"asghington, D, C.

Dear Sir:

"ould you %indly send me an abstract of the pension
application of one Joshua "hitney of York County, l'aine? Tt is
found by exsmination of the Pension Roll for 1835, (“enate Documenta,
Mrest “ession 23rd Congress, !'aine Pension Poll page 85.)

His agze in 1819, at which time he was placed on the
Pension Roll, is piven as 59 years, which would rive the date of his
birth as 1760.

The above mentioned Pensioner is my great grand father,
and I desire this to establish my eligibility to join the Sons of the
rmericen Pevolution.

Thanldng you in advance, I remein

Very respectfully,

NOTICE:— Elrrev €. 0*4-44-\

Address Mail to Street and Number. . Carrier " 24, P, Os, ' °
Place Return Address on All Mail. fen Jose, Calif. .y = "o

Joshua Whitney Pension File




Revolutionary War » Final Payme... > Maine

. -~

~ PUBLICATION (23) STATE (24) SURNAME STARTS WITH (24)

Final Payment Vouchers Index for Military il il N i
Pensions. 1818-1864
Foreign Letters of the Continental Congress Free Maryland 0
George Washington Correspondence Free Massachusetts P
Navy and Marine Corps Officers, 1775-1900  Free Michigan Q
Navy Casualty Reports, 1776-1941 Mississippi R
4 Numbered Record Books . Missouri S
Pennsylvania Archives Free New Hampshire : T
Revolutionary War Manuscript File | New Jersey 1 U
Revolutionary War Milestone Documents Free New York v E
Revolutionary War Pensions North Carolina W
Revolutionary War Prize Cases - Captured Ohio y |
Vessels - - -

Final Payment Vouchers




Fe

NAMEWHITNEY , .Joshua

el dd b

AGENCY OF PAYMENT

DATE OF ACT

DATE OF P%tNENT 1st atr

DATE OF DEATH Feb. 25 1832

FINAL PAYMENT YOUCHER RECEIVED FROM
THE GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

FORM
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION GSA DC 70-.7035 GSA DpeC 69 7068

Index Card to Final Payments



NARA - Final Payment Vouchers
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By SDeparinent,
REVOLUTIONARY CLAIM.

1 CEWYIYY {hat, in conformity with the Law of the United
States, of the 183th Mareh, A8,

J (’////// ///4/ 767 late o 7/4»7///

in the Ax of the Re\m tlon, is inseribed
onthe Pension \ist, RD\\ of ““‘» @/Af M'f ./%rme o

Agency, at therate eij Ak t\u“ars per month, to com-

mence on the. /éwb day of .ﬂ%«f) . . ..one thousand
eight hundred and ﬂy&&a&

FILVEN at the War Office of the United

States, t\\l.‘ic,—y/a e ~— dayof
Y R T et eT —__one thonsand eight =

pundreed andcecoredocoe

W
o A{é Lz 2 /’Z}'k

Seeretary of War,

NARA - Final Payment Vouchers
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Researching
Loyalist Soldiers of

the Revolution




Loyalist Military

By far the most significant contribution of the Loyalists during the
American Revolution was on the battlefield. Loyalists, in one form
or another, served in virtually every engagement of the war.

At the outbreak of the war the British Army was like many in
Europe at the time: small, but very professional. During times of
war it was expected to expand with the raising of new regiments,

both at home and in the colonies. The American Revolution was
no different.

http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/milit.htm



Skip to: Finding the Records, Muster Rolls On-Line

Loyalist Muster Rolls

During the American Revolution, muster rolls were prepared by the
commanding officer of each company of a regiment for the express
purpose of paying the officers and soldiers. For the British, they
were prepared about once every 182 days. Loyalist rolls were to
have been made out once every 61 days, although there were
exceptions, especially during the southern campaigns.

Only those regiments that received pay and clothing for their
services were mustered. As a result, there is an absence of muster
rolls for many of the militia and other irregular units that served
during the war. Rolls do exist for some of the militia units that were
in pay for a part of their service, however, such as some of the
North and South Carolina militias. For a better understanding of
the different types of regiments, or establishments, please see Not
All Loyalist Regiments Were Created Equal.

http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/musters/musters.htm




Queen's Loyal Rangers Effective Roll 1 May
1781

Effective Roll of the Corps of Royalists Commanded by John
Peters Esqr

15t May 1781

Captain John Peters Esqr. at Quebec by leave
Captain Justus Sherwood Esqr.  On duty at St. Johns
Captain Zadock Wright Esqr. Prisoner with the Rebels
Captain Franciss Hogle Esqr.

Lieutenant James Parrot

Lieutenant John Dulmage

Lieutenant Phylo Hullibert

Lieutenant Gershom French Engineers employ
Lieutenant Titus Simmons

Lieutenant David McFall at Quebec

Ensign John Peters, Junr.

Sgt Jonathan Fulford on Secret Senvice

Sgt Elihu Northrop In the Engineers employ
Sgt John Hard On duty at St. Johns
Sgt John Beach

Sgt David Williams In the Engineers Employ
Sgt Duncan McGregor Nouville Beauce

Cpl Samuel Smith In the Engineers Employ
Cpl John Brooks do

Cpl Robert Perry do

Cpl David Crowfoot On Comd. at St. Johns

Ml Nliar Queant An

http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/musters/musters.




Garnt Miller discharged
John Wright

Peter Foster

John Buttler

John McMaugh

James Adams

James Gavin Sick in Quarters
Phylo Hard

Great Britain, British Library, Additional Manuscripts, No. 21,827,
folio 278.

Click here for —> More Queen's American Rangers Rolls

Rolls for Other Regiments

Top of Page

http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/musters/musters.



The links on this page are arranged in alphabetical order by
regiment name. Click below to skip to regiment names beginning

with:

A-D, E-H |-L M-P Q-T, U-Z ListofDrafted
Regiments

Regimental History

In this section you will find a selection of documents and
illustrations directly relating to individual Loyalist regiments. Things
such as correspondence, returns, reports, portraits, etc. may be
found here. Iltems will be updated occasionally, so please check
back from time to time to see what's newl!

BAIIIIIBIAPASAIBIIIIIIIAIIIIIBIBIAIIIIIBIIBIIAIAIIIBIIIIIAPIDAIIISs

Regiments A through D

@ American Legion

@ American Volunteers

www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/rhist.ntm




Index to Butler's Rangers History

The links on this page will take you to various articles, period
papers and other records of Butler's Rangers.

@ Return of a Corps of Rangers to Serve Under Butler 1778

@ A List of Prisoners with the Rebels, 1780

@ Walter Butler's Request to Return to Niagara 1780

@ Remarks on the Beating Orders and Pay Lists, n.d.

@ Dates of Officers’ Commissions, n.d.

@ Ranger Women Petition for Support 1781

@ Skirmish at Sandusky, Ohio, 1782

@ Battles of Bryant's Station and Blue Licks, 1782

@ Memorial of John McKinnon, 1783

@ Witness (Oakeltree) for John McKinnon, 1783

@ List of Loyalists Receiving Rations, 1783

Back to ---» Regimental History Main Page

B

www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/rhist.ntm




Butler's Rangers

Butler's Rangers/Indian Dept.
List of Prisoners

Skirmish at Sandusky, Ohio

A List of Prisoners with the Rebels, Privates in Lieut. Colonel

BUTLERSs Corps of Rangers oy

John HOVER Said to be in New York Camp, Upper Sandoski, June the 7th [1782]
Henry HOVER do .

Redman BERRY do Sir,

Thomas SILKS do

Jacob BOWMAN, Senr. do | am happy in having the pleasure of acquainting you with our
Frederick FRANCK do success on the 4th & 5th inst.

Adam BOWMAN do

John LORD, Junr.
Richard McGINNIS

not known whether they have joined the

Southern Army or not

On the 4th about 12 Oclock the Enemy appeared about two Miles
from this, Capt. CALDWELL with the Rangers and about 200
Indians, marched out to fight them and attacked them about 2

Jacob BRUNNOR do Qclock,

Nicholas PHILIPS, Junr. do

John PHILIPS do the Enemy immediately retreated to a Copse of woods at a little
Nicholas PHILIPS, Senr. do h

John ACKER do distance where they made a stand and had every advantage of us,
Aron HOGHTALIN do as to Situation of ground people possibly could wish for as there
Oldrick SHULT do was but a small neck of woods that we could get possession which
John S. YOUNG do

Thomas WOQD, Volunteer

Jacob KEMPLE, Private

Quebec 30th Octr. 1780

Great Britain, Public Record Office, War Office, Class 28, Volume

4, page 12.

Said to be in New York
do

Walter BUTLER Capt

when we once gained the action became general and was dubious
for some time till we obliged them to retreat about 50 Yds after
which were able to cover most off [sic-of] our men,

the battle was very hot, till night, which put a stop to fireing, both
partys kept their ground all Night.

On the 5th at day break, we again commenced firing which we
kept up pretty briskly till we found the Enemy did not wish to
engage us again

We kept fireing at them when ever they durst show themselves,
they made two attempts to sally but were repulsed with loss,

about 12 Oclock we were joined by 140 Shawanese and had got
the Enemy Surrounded, but through some mistake of the Indians
there was one pass left unguarded, through which they made their
escape

www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/rhist.ntm




Ward Chipman Fonds (MG 23 D1)

* Ward Chipman (1754-1824) a lawyer, judge and Loyalist.

* Chipman settled in Nova Scotia in July 1783. With the
creation of New Brunswick in 1784, he was appointed
Solicitor General of the new province.

* Ward Chipman Papers (MG 23 D1) covers the years 1751
to 1844. Business records and papers relating to the
Loyalists and to the boundary commissions.

* These records refer to Loyalists who eventually settled in
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island.
They include some muster rolls of soldiers of British
regiments and black members (slaves or free individuals)
of Loyalist regiments



Ward Chipman Fonds (MG 23 D1)

* The Ward Chipman Fonds database provides
access to over 19,000 references to the Muster
Master's office sub-series (1777-1785), contained
in volumes 24 to 27 of the Ward

Chipman fonds held at LAC.

* Abstract, Account, Casualty returns,
Correspondence, Land grant, Muster rolls,
Provision lists, Return of prisoners, Return of
settlers



Canada.ca | Services | Departments | Francais

I*l Government  Gouvernement

of Canada du Canada

Library and Archives Canada Canada

Discover the Collection v | Search the Collection v | Services for the Public v | Services and programs v

Home = Discover the Collection = Military Heritage = Loyalists = Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-1785

Renewing our web presence x
Loyalist in the Maritimes — Loyalists in the Maritimes — Ward Chipman Muster
ar Ipman Muster v -
Master's Office, 1777-1785 Master's Office, 1777-1785
The records ’

About the database OI'I thiS page

« The Records

The Database

« Search Screen

How to Interpret the Results

Search screen

How to interpret the results

How to obtain copies » How to Obtain Copies
« Other Resources

Other resources

Search: Database Search: Database

The Records

Ward Chipman, a prominent lawyer, judge and Loyalist, was born on
July 30, 1754, in Marblehead, Massachusetts and died on February 9, 1824, in Fredericton, New Brunswick.

The coming of the Loyalists, 1783,
Mikan 2837473

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman




Library and Archives Canada Canada

Discover the Collection v | Search the Collection v | Services for the Public v+ | Services and programs v

Home = Discover the Collection = Military Heritage = Loyalists = Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-1785
= Search: Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-1785

Renewing_our web presence b 4
Loyalists n the Maritmes — Search: Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward Chipman
ar ipman Muster -
Master's Office, 1777-1785 Muster Master's Office, 1777-1785
The records Enter one or more search terms. You don't need to fill in all the boxes.
About the database Wildcard character: * (e.g. John* for Johns, Johnsen, Johnson, Johnston, etc.)

Search screen
Surname Lambert
How to interpret the results

Given Name(s)
How to obtain copies

Place
Other resources

Group/Regiment

|

Search: Database

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman




Library and Archives Canada Canada

Discover the Collection v | Search the Collection v | Services for the Public v | Services and programs v

Home = Discover the Collection = Military Heritage = Loyalists = Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-1785
= Search Results: Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-1785

Renewing our web presence p 4

Lovalists inthe Maritmes —  O€Arch Results: Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward
masters oice, 17771785 Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-1785

Search term(s)

The records
5 result(s) found for "Lainter”.
About the database L
Filter: Showing 1 to 5 of 5 entries
Search screen
Iltem Number I Surname If GivenName(s) Il Place Il Group/Regiment It
How to interpret the results —  ricritagdc/ ioydlirsty/ toyarist.
8815 LAMBERT David King's Orange Rangers
How to obtain copies ) ]
15283 LAMBERT John Royal North Carolina Regiment
GIETTERELIE 17693 LAMBERT Uriah North Carolina Independent Dragoons
Search: Database 17728 LAMBERT Aaron North Carolina Independent Dragoons
17729 LAMBERT Benjamin North Carolina Independent Dragoons

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman
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Home = Discover the Collection = Military Heritage =+ Loyalists = Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-1785 = Iltem

Renewing our web presence b4

Loyalists in the Maritimes — Item : U I'Iah LAM BE RT

Ward Chipman Muster
Master's Office, 1777-1785

e st e . 5
'::EEE&;::::F;J::
- -

The records

About the database A L—
Search screen

How to interpret the results

How to obtain copies

Other resources

CANADA

Search: Database

Given Name(s): Uriah

Surname: LAMBERT

Group/Regiment: North Carolina Independent Dragoons
Type of Records: Muster roll

Year: 1781

Volume: 27

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman
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Loyalists in the Maritimes — Item: JOSQph SANDS

Ward Chipman Muster
Master's Office, 1777-1785

The records

About the database
Search screen

How to interpret the results

How to obtain copies

Other resources

ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

Search: Database gAMATR
Given Name(s): Joseph
Surname: SANDS
Place: Digby
Group/Regiment: Loyalist
Type of Records: Muster roll
Year: 1784
Volume: 24
Page(s): 10
Record Title: Muster Roll of Disbanded Officers Discharged and Disbanded Soldiers and Loyalists
Mustered at Digby the 29th May 1784
Microfilm Reel C-9818
Number:
Reference: MG 23 D1, Series 1
Item Number: 286

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman
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Carelton Papers

Loyalist and British Soldiers 1772-1784

* The British Headquarters Papers, New York (also
known as the Carleton Papers).

* A collection of records kept by commanders-in-chief
of the British Army in North America during the
American Revolution.

* Over 30,000 pages that offer details of the military
service, sufferings and forced emigration of Loyalists
who "were banished, had their property confiscated
and lived under laws of proscription because they had
adhered to a lost cause."



Carelton Papers

Loyalist and British Soldiers 1772-1784

* The original British Headguarters Papers, New
York (or Carleton Papers) are preserved at the
National Archives in England.

* Library and Archives Canada owns a microfilm
copy of the Carleton Papers (microfilms M-343 to
M-369), which are not digitized and must be
viewed at the archives.



I * Government  Gouvernement

of Canada du Canada Canada.ca | Services | Departments | Francais

Library and Archives Canada Canada

Discover the Collection v | Search the Collection v | Services for the Public + @ Services and programs v

Home = Discover the Collection = Military Heritage = Loyalists = Carleton Papers — Loyalists and British Soldiers, 1772-1784

Renewing our web presence x

Carleton Papers - Loyalists Carleton Papers — Loyalists and British Soldiers,
?!,1?2?1r_|rtlas4h Soldiers, 1 772_1 784

Background Table of contents

The records
About the database
How to interpret the results

How to obtain copies

» Background

« The Records

» The Database

« How to Interpret the Results

+ How to Obtain Copies
« Credits

« Other Resources
Other resources

Search: Database Search: Database
General Sir Guy Carleton

Background

The British Headquarters Papers, New York (also known as the Carleton Papers) contain records kept by commanders-
in-chief of the British Army in North America during the American Revolution (1776—-1783). These 30,000 manuscript

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-british-soldiers-1722-1784




Discover the Collection v | Search the Collection v | Services for the Public v | Services and programs v

Home = Discover the Collection = Military Heritage = Loyalists = Carleton Papers — Loyalists and British Soldiers, 1772-1784

Renewing our web presence b4

Carleton Papers — Loyalists Item: Henry MILLS (37739)

and British Soldiers,

17721784 Given Names(s): Henry
Background Surname: MILLS
The reco Rank: Private
Regiment: King's Florida Rangers
About the database
Gender: Male
How to interpret the results
Type of Document: Return of Troops
Llowia obe ol Date (yyyy/mm/dd) : 1779-00-00
Other resources Additional Information: ENLISTED, 1779/06/25; DESERTED, 1779/09/14
Search: Database Document Page 10243 (1}
Number:
Fonds: British Headquarters Papers (Carleton Papers or American Manuscripts)
Microfilm: M-368
Reference: MG23 B1
Item Number: 37739

Suggest a Correction

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-british-soldiers-1722-1784




Carleton Papers — Loyalists Item . Edward SAN DS (4851 8)

and British Soldiers,
17721784

Given Names(s): Edward
Background Surname: SANDS
b0 recors Regiment: King's American Dragoons
Occupation: Quartermaster
About the database
Gender: Male
How to interpret the results
Type of Document: Return of Troops
ASCAIEILE ((EE 22 Date (yyyy/mm/dd) : 1782-06-15
Other resources Additional Information: MUSTER ROLL, MAJ UPHAM'S COY
Search: Database Document Page 4799 (3)
Number:
Fonds: British Headquarters Papers (Carleton Papers or American Manuscripts)
Microfilm: M-355
Reference: MG23 B1
Item Number: 48518

Suggest a Correction

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-british-soldiers-1722-1784




Loyalist Claims




American Loyalist Claims

 These records will often include evidence and
"memorials” given by witnesses about a Loyalist’s
Claim.

* The listing of losses of both land and personal
possessions. The associated documents relating to
the claim are also provided in these collections.



Genealogical Details

Name of the person or family affected for the
purpose of the claim.

Residence(s) of the individual or family
Financial estimates of their losses.
Actual documents to support the claim.

Details of the Loyalist’s life in America
before, during and after the Revolutionary War.



Audit Office - (AO-12)

* This series consists of fifty-six volumes of claims
for or against giving compensation.

* These claims were judged on the circumstances of
the claimant and included the arguments for or
against the claim being awarded by the
commissioners.



Tip

AO-12 is consolidated and easy

to read. However, these
volumes will be more

abstracted than AO-13 that
contain the original documents.




Audit Office - (AO-13)

* These are the original papers for the actual claims
in a collection of 141 boxes.

* These records contain the memorial by the
claimant or their representative. Included are
various certificates and documents relating to the
claim including wills, deeds, and valuations of
seized property. These claims were judged on the
circumstances of the claimant and included the
arguments for or against the claim being awarded
by the commissioners.



American Loyalist Claims

* American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835. AO 12-13.
The National Archives of the United Kingdom, at
Kew, Surrey, England.




Search > Military

UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835

Search Match all terme exactly
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
David Mills

Exact... Exact..

Day Month Year Location
Lived In - — — City Cou -
Any Event v v City. County, State, Cour

Keyword

ag. pilot or "Flying Tigera" v

Day Month Year Location

Correspondenc
e Date v v

Correspondenc = == == N Oty &
e Place

Residence Year - - -

Search Clear search

Source Information

Ancestrycom. UK. American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835 [database on-line]. Provo, UT,
USA: Ancestrycom Operations, Inc., 2013.

Original data: American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835. AQ 12-13. The National Archives of
the United Kingdom, Kew, Surrey, England.

About UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835
Historical Background

Following the American Revolutionary War (1775-1783), also known as the American War
of Independence, British commissioners were appointed to examine claims of losses
sustained by those loyal to the British crown or "Loyalists™ during and following the war.
Records in this database relate to Loyalist claims and cases heard by the American
Loyalist Claims Commission.

Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from
the options below.

Class Description
Choose... v

Title

Related data collections

U.S.. Revolutionary War Rolls, 1775-1783
This database is a collection of records
kept by the U.S. National Archives
listing men who fought for the colonies
during the war. Each record provides
the soldier's name, category. rank
information, and NARA microfilm roll
number to aid the researcherin
locating the original record. Images of
the records are also included.

U.S.. Revolutionary War Pension and
Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files,
1800-1900

This data collection contains an
estimated 80,000 application files from
officers and enlisted men who served
in the Revolutionary War in all branches
of the American military: army, navy
and marines. The files that make up
these records consist of 10" x 14" cards
or 107 x 14" envelopes that can contain
documents relating to an application
for a pension or bounty-land warrant by
3 Revolutionary War veteran, his widow,
or his heirs. The files can contain a wide
vanety of records submitted to support
an application. Information of
genealogical interest includes the
application itself, which can provide the
soldier’s name, rank, unit, time of
service, age, date of birth, residence,
and sometimes birthplace.

All Military in the Card Catalog

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/




Your search P LD

Broad B Exaot

Mills {®
Filters Clear all
v Military X
v Histories X
UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835 b4

They say history is written by the victors, but these
Loyalist claims records may prove otherwise if your
ancestors supported the British in the Revolutionary
War.. More

Browee Images in this Collection

Select a set of images

V¥ Record location
> North America 84

v Record date
> 700 2

All UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-183S results for Mills

41-60 of 64
View Record Name Residence Year Previous Residence Place Record Type View Images
View Record William Henry Mills 1787 - 1790 South Carolina Account of Losses =]
View Record Isaac Mills Essex, New Jersey Memorial =
View Record David Mills New York Account of Losses =]
View Record Thomas Mills 786 New York Memorial =
View Record Thomas Mills 1788 New York Evidence =]
View Record Nathaniel Mills 783 Evidence =]
View Record John Mills Charlestown, South Carolina Memorial =
View Record John Mills South Carolina Memorial =
View Record Abel Mills Albary, New York Memorial =
View Record Thomas Mills New York Memorial =2
View Record Grist Mills Account of Losses =)
View Record Alexander Mill Charlestovm, London Memorial =8
View Record Alexander Mill Charlestowm, South Carolina Memorial =]
View Record Thos Milles New York Memorial =
View Record Thos Milles New York Memorial =
View Record Thos Milles New York Memorial =
View Record Mr Sami Miles 1785 - 1780 Correspondence =
View Record Samuel Miles 1786 - 1787 Connecticut Memorial &=
View Record Samuel Miles 1786 - 1787 Connecticut Evidence =
View Record John Miles Esq South Carolina Evidence =
Results 41-60 of 64
20 ¥ perpage < |3 v ofa >

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/




UK, American Loyalist Claims, 1776-1835 for David Mills

AO 13: American Loyalists Claima, Seriesll >
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Prisoners




704 PENNSYLVANIA ARCGHIVES- 1779.

joined the British Army, viz., in_Septem*, 1777 ; he marched with
them to New-York in June, 1778. He was taken as o Captain of
marines on board of the privateer sloop Jenny of New-York.

8. Jodeph Moffat.—He joined the British army when in Philadw, &
marched with them to New-York, and was taken on board a schooner,
prize to the Privateer Bayard of New York.

i

© 4. Jobn. Connel.—Formerly a schoolmaster meai Cohcord in »j
Chester County, from whence he came and joined the British Army 7]
when in Philad"—marched with them to New-York, ahd was taken !
on board the Privateer Intrepid. : b
5, T os_epix Paxton.—He is a frecholder in Bucks oounty, joined — ©

‘the British Army when in this city, and was takén prisoner in the
Fort at Stony Point.

6. Jacob Gatcheus,.—Captain of the Enemy’s Privateer Jmperti- |
nent, He was an Tnhabitant of Philad®, and went with the Enemy  ia
to New-York in June, 1778.

7. Samuel Saunders.—Pilot in the above Privateer; & joined the !
Enemy with Gatcheus, &

. ... ) —They respectively joined the British

8. Jas. Thompson, Army when in Philad®, went with them

9. - Charles McClain, > to New-York, and were taken as privates

10. John McDonald. § on board the Enemy’s Privateer Imper-
tinent.

11. Zachariah Hutchins—of Philadi>—went about 2 years ago to e

Virginin, perhaps longer, & wis takéen on board the Impertinent as
a Prize-Master. :

12. ;]:a.rnes: Dé.wson,

13. Edward Holland,

14. John Shannoq,_ Deserters from the State-Gallies of
15. Charles McBride, Pennsylvania,—joined the British
16. John Nardin, Army or Navy at Philad® in 1777
%g . %h%m? g;ittllney, and 1778, and weére taken in different
3. Rober vessels belongi 7.
19, Willisss Ho g,hes, ) 8 belonging to thée Enemy
20. John Emes.— '/ Has been tricd about a fortnight ago by
= ‘a court martial, -&e.

! If I ¢an by any means gain intelligence of any other Traitors
among the Prisoners it shall be communicated to the Couneil, and

Pennsylvania Archives Series




National Archives and Records Administration

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20408-0001

Prisoners during the Revolutionary War, 1776—1783

Papers of the Continental Congress

___M247, Papers of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789. DP. 204 rolls. Arranged in a numerical
order by Item Numbers. The Item Numbers can be found by using the five volume printed index to
the Papers of the Continental Congress. The records document the activities of pre-Federal
congresses in areas such as, military, foreign, fiscal and naval affairs.

The lists of prisoners found in this series range from printed reports listing names of British officers
taken at Trenton, N.J., to detailed accountings of several dozen American POWs detained on a ship
in Charlestown Harbor. Finding the proper Item in this microfilm series can be confusing and some
larger Items are further broken down into volumes. The pages are numbered at the top left corner of
each document, and the numbering begins anew in each item or volume.

The list below is a sample of files containing names of British, Loyalist and American prisoners of
war during the American Revolution and can be found among the Papers of the Continental

Congress.
Id Roll No. | Item | Vol. | Page Date Notes

US POWS 36 29 233 1776 name, rank, regiment, 6 pages
Name, rank, date of commission,

Navy Officers 4 37 474 1781 current status (ship assignments.
POW, etc), includes Marines
Name, rank, 5 officers taken at

. s 0 i N Chambly, 1 page, 1776, printed
Name, rank, days held, county

US POWS 70 57 419 and state of residence, when and

POW records at NARA
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When Searching use

"Tory" and "Loyalist”
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Loyalist Army Prisoners to Philadelphia




Prisoners of Butlers Rangers



Loyalist Prisoners taken (1776)




Adopting the

Regiment




Consider Adopting the Regiment or Crew

Consider using the steps
you have learned and <
examine the pensions and '
stories of those men who
served with your ancestor.
The details in the diaries,
letters, and pensions of his
fellow veterans may add
more detail to the story
you know from
researching his records.




Overview of the best approaches for
adopting a regiment or company

e Determine your limits and set goals!

e Utilize social media to attract assistance and find
other descendants.

e What is your final product of your research on
this “adoption”?



Locating the Regiment by Company
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| Last Name First Name Rank Miles Marched Days Served Born birthplace  Died death location Pen:
2 | Poor Jonathan Captain 86 6 1737 Newbury 1807 Newbury, Mass Non
3 llisley Moses 1st Lieut. 86 6

4 |Hale Simeon 2nd Lieut. 86 6 1739 Newbury 1799 Newbury, Mass

5 Todd Benjamin Sergt. 86 6 1744 Rowley, Mass 1823 Rowley, Mass

6 |[Plummer Paul Sergt. 86 6 1746 Rowley, Mass 1831 Rowley, Mass

7 |Dole Stephen Private 86 6

g Dole Henry 86 6

9 Dole David 86 6

10 |Gerrish Samuel 86 6

11 Hale John 5 - enlisted in the army

12 |Hale Daniel, Jr. 86 6

13 |llisley Anthony 86 6

14 'Noyes John 86 6

15 Plumer William 86 6

16 Plumer Mark 86 6

17 Poor Stephen 86 6

18 |Thurston John 86 6
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