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Researching Patriots 
of the Revolution



Basic Steps of Military 
Research 



Why research a veteran?



How old was your veteran?
Too young or too old ?

• Ages not listed, no town given

• Age range of typical soldier, 18-35

• Average birth year 1735-1760

• Extremes early 1700s & late 1760s



Patriotic Service



Acts of Patriotic Service 
• These acts cannot be self-serving
• Service could only be rendered to the Patriots
• This can be one act or a series of actions 

demonstrating loyalty to the American cause



Examples of Patriotic Service
• Signing oaths of allegiance to the new government
• Rendering aid to wounded (nurses and doctors)
• Furnishing supplies
• Lending money or munitions
• Ministers giving patriotic sermons
• Paying supply taxes
• Defenders of forts and stations
• Members of Continental Congress, State Conventions and 

Assemblies
• Membership in committees during the war (ex. 

Committees of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety)
• Boston Tea Party participants



Patriotic Sermons
• Religion provided a moral sanction for opposing 

British rule

• Ministers of the Church of England are not 
eligible – they swore an oath to support the King



Sermon from Rev. Samuel Langdon
Rev. Samuel Langdon – president of Harvard College preached in Watertown, CT, 
May 31, 1775 (one month after the Battles of Lexington and Concord):

"We have lived to see the time when British liberty is just ready to expire—when the 
constitution of government which has so long been the glory and strength of the 
English nation is deeply undermined and ready to tumble into ruins—when America 
is threatened with cruel oppression and the arm of power is stretched out against 
New England, especially this colony, to compel us to submit to the arbitrary acts of 
legislators who are not our representatives, and who will not bear the least part of the 
burdens which, without mercy, they are laying upon us" (Thornton, John 
Wingate. The Pulpit of the American Revolution: or the Political Sermons of the 
Period of 1776 Boston: Gould and Lincoln, 1860, pg. 235).



Oaths of Allegiance
• 18th-century oaths were seen as "sworn promises"

• Most colonies required an oath of allegiance by free males over 
the minimum age (varied from over 16 to 21 years)

• Prisoners of war and enslaved persons were exempt from taking 
an oath of allegiance.

• Women were not required to take an oath of allegiance unless 
required in other circumstances (ex. in New York to file a 
lawsuit)

• Some colonies allowed Quakers to affirm allegiance 
(Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont)



Oath of Allegiance Example
• “I, ----------, do swear (or affirm) that I renounce and refuse all 

allegiance to George the Third, King of Great Britain, his heirs 
and successors, and that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to the commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a free and 
independent state, and that I will not at any time do or cause to 
be done any matter or thing that will be prejudicial or injurious 
to the freedom and independence thereof, as declared by 
Congress; and also that I will discover and make known to some 
one justice of the peace of the said state all treasons 2 and 
traitorous conspiracies which I now know or hereafter shall 
know to be formed against this or any of the United States of 
America.”
– Oaths of Allegiance During the American Revolution 8 May 

2021, Sons of the American Revolution (SAR)



Oaths of Allegiance 
Minimum Age Requirements

• Connecticut – Office holders and freemen (over 21)

• Delaware – White males over 21

• Georgia – All men over 16

• Maryland – Free males over 18

• North Carolina – Free males over 16

• Pennsylvania – White males over 18

• Rhode Island – Men above 21

• South Carolina – Free males over 16

• Vermont – Freemen (over 21)

• Virginia – Free born males over 16 (except indentured servants)



Supply Taxes
• Congress has no authority to levy taxes. Money and supplies were 

requested from the states.

• Taxes went towards raising supplies, paying troops, building ships, 
providing clothing, raising bounty money, providing relief for families 
of soldiers in service.

• The laws that were passed to levy taxes must state in the statute that 
they were addressing a request of the Continental Congress and/or 
to support the war or achieve independence.

• Each state has different tax assessments that were levied. Consult the 
DAR and SAR guides on which taxes count for patriotic service.



Types of Civil Service
• State Officials – Provisional or new state 

governments

• County and Town Officials
– Examples: Selectman, Judge, Sheriff, Justice of the 

Peace, Town Clerk



Town Record Minutes
• Record the business of the town, including elected 

officials

• Town records date back to when the town was 
first incorporated



Branford, Connecticut Town Meetings during 
the American Revolution



Revolutionary War 
Resources



What Revolutionary War 
Records are available



Useful Resources
• Quartermaster 

rolls

• Published 
genealogies

• Correspondence 
from officers

• Town histories 

• Journals and 
diaries

• Maps

• TIP: Adopt the 
regiment! 



1840 Census of Pensioners
• Revolutionary 

War pensioners 
and widows

• First census to 
give exact age

• Lists who the 
veteran is residing 
with



Case Study: 
From Published to 

Primary Sources



Mass. Soldiers & Sailors 
The following is his Revolutionary War sketch from Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the 

Revolutionary War (12:559).

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s 
(2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6 
days; also, Captain; return of militia officers who joined Col. Jedediah 
Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council 
Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers 
of companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army; 
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co. [year not 
given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, signed by men 
belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks service, appears on reverse 
of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of 
Mass. militia; list of officers to be commissioned in said regiment; ordered in 
Council June 26, 1777, that said officers be commissioned; reported 
commissioned June 26, 1777. 



Looking for the Sources
• Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. 

Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the 
alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6 days; also, Captain; return of 
militia officers who joined Col. Jedediah Huntington's Regt., dated 
Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council Feb. 3, 1776, that 
said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers of 
companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the 
army; commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's 
co. [year not given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, 
signed by men belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks 
service, appears on reverse of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel 
Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers to be 
commissioned in said regiment; ordered in Council June 26, 1777, that 
said officers be commissioned; reported commissioned June 26, 1777. 



Muster Roll Index  Microfilm

Massachusetts Muster Rolls 
(index file cards) of the 

Revolutionary War, 1767-1833 
259 Microfilms





Capt. Jonathan Poor







Capt. Jonathan Poor



Citing the Published Source with 
the Primary Source

Jonathan Poor “Newbury. Captain of a company 
of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) 
Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 
1775; service, 6 days”[1]



Citing the Published Source with 
the Primary Source

Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808) of the 
Revolutionary War - Lexington Alarm rolls 1775, 13:43. 
[FHL US/CAN Film 
# 1906243] Online: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSJ7-
HJMC?i=416&cat=729681 (February 26, 2025)                
Repository: Massachusetts State Archives.



Going Beyond 
Abstracts and 

Dissecting Pension 
Files



Virgil White Pension Abstracts



Joshua Whitney Abstract



www.fold3.com



www.fold3.com



Joshua Whitney Pension File



Joshua Whitney Pension File



Joshua Whitney Pension File



Joshua Whitney Pension File



Joshua Whitney Pension File



Joshua Whitney Pension File



Joshua Whitney Pension File



Final Payment Vouchers 



Index Card to Final Payments



NARA – Final Payment Vouchers



NARA – Final Payment Vouchers



NARA – Final Payment Vouchers



Researching 
Loyalist Soldiers of 

the Revolution



http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/milit.htm



http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/musters/musters.htm



http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/musters/musters.
htm



http://www.royalprovincial.com/military/musters/musters.
htm



www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/rhist.htm



www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/rhist.htm 



www.royalprovincial.com/military/rhist/rhist.htm



Ward Chipman Fonds (MG 23 D1)
• Ward Chipman (1754-1824) a lawyer, judge and Loyalist.

• Chipman settled in Nova Scotia in July 1783. With the 
creation of New Brunswick in 1784, he was appointed 
Solicitor General of the new province.

• Ward Chipman Papers (MG 23 D1) covers the years 1751 
to 1844. Business records and papers relating to the 
Loyalists and to the boundary commissions.

• These records refer to Loyalists who eventually settled in 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island. 
They include some muster rolls of soldiers of British 
regiments and black members (slaves or free individuals) 
of Loyalist regiments



Ward Chipman Fonds (MG 23 D1)
• The Ward Chipman Fonds database provides 

access to over 19,000 references to the Muster 
Master's office sub-series (1777–1785), contained 
in volumes 24 to 27 of the Ward 
Chipman fonds held at LAC.

• Abstract, Account, Casualty returns, 
Correspondence, Land grant, Muster rolls, 
Provision lists, Return of prisoners, Return of 
settlers



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman

https://ww.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/mili

tary-
heritage/loyalists/loyalists-

ward-chipman 



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman

https://ww.bac-
lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/mili

tary-
heritage/loyalists/loyalists-

ward-chipman 



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman



Carelton Papers 
Loyalist and British Soldiers 1772-1784

• The British Headquarters Papers, New York (also 
known as the Carleton Papers).

• A collection of records kept by commanders-in-chief 
of the British Army in North America during the 
American Revolution.

• Over 30,000 pages that offer details of the military 
service, sufferings and forced emigration of Loyalists 
who "were banished, had their property confiscated 
and lived under laws of proscription because they had 
adhered to a lost cause."



Carelton Papers 
Loyalist and British Soldiers 1772-1784

• The original British Headquarters Papers, New 
York (or Carleton Papers) are preserved at the 
National Archives in England.

• Library and Archives Canada owns a microfilm 
copy of the Carleton Papers (microfilms M–343 to 
M–369), which are not digitized and must be 
viewed at the archives.



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-british-soldiers-1722-1784



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-british-soldiers-1722-1784



https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-british-soldiers-1722-1784



Loyalist Claims



American Loyalist Claims
• These records will often include evidence and 

"memorials" given by witnesses about a Loyalist’s 
Claim.

• The listing of losses of both land and personal 
possessions. The associated documents relating to 
the claim are also provided in these collections.



Genealogical Details
• Name of the person or family affected for the 

purpose of the claim.

• Residence(s) of the individual or family

• Financial estimates of their losses.

• Actual documents to support the claim.

• Details of the Loyalist’s life in America 
before, during and after the Revolutionary War.



Audit Office – (AO-12)
• This series consists of fifty-six volumes of claims 

for or against giving compensation.

• These claims were judged on the circumstances of 
the claimant and included the arguments for or 
against the claim being awarded by the 
commissioners.



Tip
AO-12 is consolidated and easy 

to read. However, these 
volumes will be more 

abstracted than AO-13 that 
contain the original documents.



Audit Office – (AO-13)
• These are the original papers for the actual claims 

in a collection of 141 boxes.

• These records contain the memorial by the 
claimant or their representative. Included are 
various certificates and documents relating to the 
claim including wills, deeds, and valuations of 
seized property. These claims were judged on the 
circumstances of the claimant and included the 
arguments for or against the claim being awarded 
by the commissioners.



American Loyalist Claims
• American Loyalist Claims, 1776–1835. AO 12–13. 

The National Archives of the United Kingdom, at 
Kew, Surrey, England.



https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/



https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/



https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/



Prisoners



Pennsylvania Archives Series



POW records at NARA



www.Fold3.com



Tip
When Searching use 
"Tory" and "Loyalist"



www.Fold3.com



Loyalist Army Prisoners to Philadelphia



Prisoners of Butlers Rangers



Loyalist Prisoners taken (1776)



Adopting the 
Regiment



Consider Adopting the Regiment or Crew

Consider using the steps 
you have learned and 
examine the pensions and 
stories of those men who 
served with your ancestor.  
The details in the diaries, 
letters, and pensions of his 
fellow veterans may add 
more detail to the story 
you know from 
researching his records.



Overview of the best approaches for 
adopting a regiment or company

 Determine your limits and set goals!

 Utilize social media to attract assistance and find 
other descendants.

 What is your final product of your research on 
this “adoption”?



Locating the Regiment by Company



Excel Spreadsheet Database



QUESTIONS?



Copyright ©Copyright © 2026


