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Define your Research Goal

What are your objectives?

* Looking for birth,
marriage or death
information?

¢ Determine a maiden
name?

Identify parents or other

g female relatives?
* Add context to your
female ancestor’s life?

Bryant and Taggart Family Papers, Mss 1148

Think Outside the Box

* Think about the types of
records you'll need

* Who would have
created such a record?

* How do I go about

finding it?
* Look for material i B g
created by others : Joyce Grubaugh Holbrook

Collection, Mss 1230

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 2
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Gather Information on Your Ancestor

Huldah (Peaslee) Chase , 1776-1854

Places Surnames Religion Ethnicity Societies
Associated Associated

Seabrook/ Chase English

Pittsfield, NH

Salem, MA Locke English

NH, Salem, MA Bousley English

Gathering information on your ancestor will help to identify potential archives that
could help you find more information

9/14/2026

Archives

* Unpublished
* One of a kind, unique
* Lack bibliographic features

* Created by person,
organization or govt. body

* Closed stacks, staff retrieves

* High security

Unpublished Materials in Archives

* Diaries/Letters/Personal Papers

* Photographs/Postcards/Scrapbooks

* Material Culture (samplers, quilts, clothing, etc.)
* Business/Society/Organizational papers

¢ Social Club Records/ School Yearbooks, etc.

* Video and Audio files

* Oral histories

* Genealogical Research Papers

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Where to Find Archives

Other Locations

Cultural Institutions to Consider

* Libraries * Colleges

* Museums * Government Facilities
* Historic Houses  Corporations

* Historical Societies Religious Institutions

* Genealogical Societies * Social Clubs

Personal Collections

Manuscripts at American Ancestors

Most popular Collections
* Bible and family records * Genealogical research
— Client research
* Cemetery transcriptions — Surname
— Geographic
* Church records — Ethnic
 Town records * Personal and Family papers
— Letters
¢ U blished alogi — Diaries
npublished genealogies " photes

— School and business records
— Genealogical research

Seeking

names and dates

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 4
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Filling in the blanks

PEDIGREE CHART

1817,
5, 1319,

Bible record for the Justin Alvord family, Mss C 211 Lemuel Drake family register, Mss A 8897

Bible records

* Can record place of
birth

— Trace migration patterns
of the family

* Identifies other family
members
— Widen focus of research

* Other information

— Obituaries

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 5
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Bible Record database

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Join/Renew Give P T e S ——
Search Database ——

. Stanton Avry SpeciaColectons:FamilyRegistes 3nd Bible Records

Fist Name. Last Name

Years Record Type.

Reportan Error

Volume Page

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

Did vou know?

9/14/2026

Ve s > Bible record a. Result 64 02,732

Bible record and will of Sarah Wheeler = Backtoresults

Record of baptisms, Ipswich page [1] 1805
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Book of Records by David Livermore (1769-1827) of Watertown, Mass., Mss A 8100
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Orderly Book with deaths for Brimfield,

Mass. 1817-1821, 1827-1834

A28 (Teatt oty |75,

\’ | 7‘//: /Z;// Mﬂ//ﬂm
| Mjf ook

¢ Zn; JH;,,«'/;;‘W' "

ecr KT ecmnidirm s Jontl s

age 31, “by a fall from| 4
wagon”

Sgt. Charles Barrows Orderly Book, 1800-1835, Mss A 1932

Deacon Samuel Tidd’s wife, /

9/14/2026

Marriage Intentions
Cornish, New Hampshire

o il o 7 5
CZ, S ,,,,/:y/( bl i rrrig s res onpn
Pt s o 24 D2
L WWRS B P

£, , P
St gF P AT G

Joshua Wyman Wellman Papers 1720-1918,
Mss 381

Unpublished Genealogies

* No published book on
your family history?

* At American Ancestors:

— New England core
strength

— Northeast and Midwest
research

— Atlantic Canada

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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QUESTIONS?

9/14/2026

Genealogical Research Collections

* Types of Collections
— Surname
— Place
— Client research
— Ethnic groups

* Strengths and weaknesses
— Original documents/letters
— Extensive research of
families
— Transcription errors

— Personal recollection may
contain errors Image from Inman Collection
SGINM 1 [228]

Ti
7
ip

Trace Surnames and

Place names

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Surnames

* Follow the men!

Search for collections
with associated
surnames

* Use our library catalog

— Use keyword search
feature

Image from Brotherton Indian Collection
(Rudi Ottery Papers), Mss 395

9/14/2026

Surname Collections
e ) il a A we: ST

Azel Ames Papers, SG AME [214], tracing Desc. of William Ames, Braintree, Mass.

Genealogical correspondence
Letter dated 18 Dec 1890

“Mrs. Lemuel Wheeler
[Anna Ames], dying as
she did in the Hardwick
[Mass.] poor-house, had
no grave-stone to mark
the place of her burial...”

Anna (Ames) Wheeler,
c.1773-1846

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Geographic Locations

* Look for materials
specific to a locality

* Collections of note at
American Ancestors:
— Josiah Paine - Harwich,
MA families

— Gilbert Doane - Families
of Fairfield, VT Image from Bertrand Chapman Family

Papers, Mss H 30 (of Springfield, VT,
— Wayne Charles Hart - apers, Mss H 30 (of Springfie )
Farmington, CT

9/14/2026

Moses Davis Family of
Harwich, MA

Albert Dunham Papers

¢ Descendants of John
Dunham of Plymouth

* Genealogies,
correspondence

* Albert Dunham’s personal
papers
— Descriptions by female

relatives documenting early
life in Brattleboro, VT

Albert M. Dunham papers, 1733-1984, Mss 90

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Albert Dunham Papers

B e S iy

“Dear Cousin,

...Iinform youIam in

good health.”

Letter to Esther (Barrows)
Dunham of Hillsborough
from Lydia Carpenter,
Brattleboro, VT

(late 18t century)

9/14/2026

Women Record Keepers

Winifred Lovering Holman, ‘
1899-1989 }
— Focused on Early New

England and mostly traced

male line

Mary (Hunt) Wheeler Mss A 5340

Tip

Chat up the

archivist!

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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(2}
?
Tip

|dentify records of

Clergy, Justices of the
Peace, or Physicians

9/14/2026

Physician’s records

* Account book of Rev.
Samuel Wigglesworth,
1710-1768 (Mss A 1044)

a0 oo
a0 009

.. it Practiced medicine in
Ipswich, MA 1710-1712

¢ Accounts mention
treatment of females in
household

Almond Gushee (1773-1859),
Justice of the Peace
* Resided Hope, Maine P

— Heard cases in his home

Clarissa Sawyer of Hope
¢ Court cases 1800-1815 is now with a child.... and

that Shubael Pease of

* Four bastardy cases among Appleton s the Father of
e child...

papers

— All women residents of
Hope, Maine

— All name the fathers of
the children

— Court order for the
accused to appear before
judge

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Tip
Don't overlook
Overseers of the Poor
Records

i —E
admission record, 3 December 1877 and gave birth to a
the Temporary He /omen and Children Series 1~

s, available at the City of

Overseers of the Poor Records for the
city of Boston, Mass.

QUESTIONS?

13
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Personal and Family
Papers at American

Ancestors

9/14/2026

Using Personal and Family Papers

* Types of materials g i
— Original records i
* Bible and family records
+ Correspondence
* Diaries/scrapbooks/photos
* School and business records
— Genealogical research

* Strengths and weaknesses
— Everyday life and work
— Insight into women’s lives
— Eyewitness accounts to
historical events
— Records related to only that
family

UL PR 3
Photo of Elenore Filmore from the
Marjorie Stewart Papers

b

Life in the Maine wilderness

* 1781 letter to ‘Honnored Father
and Mother” from Olive
(Hovey) Pope (1746-1829)

* Arrival in Wells, ME struggles
with farm

* Husband away serving in
Revolutionary War

Ivory Hovey Family Papers, 1732-1798, Mss 68 £ ]

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Finding Aid for vory Hovey Papers

Location Call No. Status
NEHGS Database Mss 68 AVAILABLE
Click here to search online database
Manuscripts Mss 68 AVAILABLE

Description 33 tems,
Summary  Correspondence, sermons, ecclesiastical counil decisions, church records, vital
records, and other papers, relating to family affairs and Hovey's congregations.
Includesletters from his sons, Dominicus (b. 1740), hory I b. 1748, and Samuel (b.
1750), written d New York during describing
the evacuation of New York (1783),Siege of Boston (1775-1776), reading of the
Dedlaration of Independence to troops in New York, and the American retreat from
Ticonderoga letter (1781) from his daughter, live (Hovey) Pope (o. 1746), of Wells,
- v, st ety
Hovey in Plymouth; and records and registers of First Congregational churches in
Mattapoisett and New Bedford, Mass, Second Congregational Church in Plymouth,
and United Church of Christ, Little Compton, R.. Other persons represented
include Othnaiel Campbell Isael Cheever, Hovey's father, vory Hovey (1682-1759),
Jonathan Moore, and Chandler Robins;
Cite As: Ivory Hovey papers (Mss 68).R Stanton Avery Special Collections, New England
Historic Genealogical Society.
Note  Aditional Hovey family papers (1734-101) are held by Pilgrim Society, Plymouth,
Mass.

Catalog record, Ivory Hovey papers, Mss 68

9/14/2026

Phyllis Gillingham Hansen Papers

* Descendants of
Yeamons Gillingham
(d. 1722) Frankford, PA

» Correspondence,
genealogies, charts

* Recollections by female

Gillingham women 1950’s, lati
Richland Co., Wisconsin relatives

Hardinge Family Papers

¢ Sarah Ann Lillie (Bumstead)
(Hardinge) Daniels
(1824-1913)

* Abandoned by first
husband, later divorced

* Takes odd jobs, moves
frequently
Pearletta finish of Molly Fancher,
* Becomes artist and patent itz ety Eiffives
holder to Pearletta Pictures
process

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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9/14/2026

“My Three Little Texans”

(taken about 1862)

Hardinge Family Collection, 1787-1999, Mss 1050

Family Papers - Photographs

" Amoureaux Family Collection

Picture belleved to be
Miriem Hill,b.May 7,
1756,mother of Andrew

L' mmoureux,o.Nev.16,
1789, Given by grand-
son, George, (son of James)
to Herold Dane L'Amoureux
on Aug.12, 1982,at Nortom
Maes.

oce omimnier 3" genceansy

Harold Dene J'Auoureux,
gson of Lobert Clyde,

son of Jeroue relti

scn of andrew,1l-16-1769.

Wideman family reunion, St. John, Michigan

i

_
Joyce Grubaugh Holbrook Collection, Mss 1230

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Women at Work

“Aunt Susie in the middle, Ann Arbor, MI” Betty Lou Morris Papers

9/14/2026

Smith College Class of 1895
Basketball Team

Hinckley Family Papers, 1796-1956, Mss 1063

What was life like...?

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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“Why was he
permitted to return in
safety, and behold his
friends again in health
and prosperity? While
so many around us
which left their homes
never to return...”

Diary of Deidamia (Bourne) Swift, (1812-1888) Mss 658

9/14/2026

General Store, Cherryfield, Maine
for the Year 1845

v T o * Account under male
names (William Flynn)

* Purchasing household
items such as flour, ginger,
3 yds. of flannel, etc.

2z 701

7 2 s Jiseestiry 2~ o Only widows listed

S A PRIy £ 7 7.
/9 3;#27/@,b{ P4 75 separately

* Places ancestor in specific
place at specific time

Account book for William Burnham & Sons, 1844-1849, Mss 465

Katie McDonald
from Boston Police 1896 Mug book, Mss A 764

D LU A ST e | !

i ndl 3
b '{;m//f.(,rr!{-b |
A

~Ty;

s, / fn'\ /

7
iy 7o il |
i i
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Materials made by

women

Scrapbooks, Autograph, and
Friendship Books

Friendship book of hair weavings given to Helen Marion Adams of Fair Haven, VT.,
Mss A 130
o B e s

¢/f, 3

Samplers

Lucy ] Wheeler
Aged 9 yrs
1834

Wheeler family sampler

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 19
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Accessing manuscript
materials at American

Ancestors

9/14/2026

American Ancestors
Library Catalog

+ Information about all books & __ "E_ W
collections of the 3 repositories: = ) 8 |
— Brim-DeForest Library N 4 .
T A\E -
f

— R. Stanton Avery Special
Collections (NEHGS)

— Wyner Family Jewish Heritage
Center

* Searchable by title, author, subject, call
number, and keyword

*  Keyword search only searches the
catalog & not the full text of an item

(2}
A 04

Start your search with

our library catalog

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Catalog Login | Hel

Library Catalog

£3 American Ancestors

D HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

SEARCH -  ABOUT -

Catalog Search

Search for books, e-books, manuscripts, and microform

ZTTN

Keyword Search

Keywords:

Search for online resources only.

SEARCH

Example: irish new york

Looking for something else?
® Search American Ancestors Databases
 Search Digital Collections

http://library.nehgs.org

Library Catalog
E2 American Ancestors

SEARCH - ABOUT -

Catalog Search

ERAETRETRETTRETI

Advanced Keyword Search

Pinasi B 1 the form. elact Ints 34 Ick SUB Lo chocse 8 Simpls Kiyword Sesrch)

Gear Form

Colecion nuse

Materis Type: Aty 9

L
Putisher

ear A

T Jane HOTChinson BUrket Wiey Colection, 1755-1935 (bulk 1650-1920)
Location Gallo. atus
Manuscrpts Mss 107 AvALABLE
omrpton 4 boves (2.6 Inear )

Scrapbook. The family scrapbook, kept by Jane H. (Burkett) Wiley, s the centerpiece of the collection as t reflects Jane's.
nformation about ¥ the ey and
. in ¥ ‘ sof
There 52

vt marsgs and dosth snnouncers o eneaiogcal comns om ey tho Bt
EvringTranscrpt. The srapbook o has 3 ec o th wedin ress wrn b Miranda (rswold) Wiy athr 1844
edinher e
Contanssevrs publened pamon v ofsncess hurchs. St Vi s 1.
rferences nd s p  intypes, cartes-do. Wiey, Lyman Augustus, 857-1930.
visite and cabinet cards of the Burkett and Wiy familes Jane's matermal g h 18811915,
. o o Eom o b Vi, Rl Burket, 18541934
i o he o il e f e hotos it ey, Ohes ke o ore s he. 1475 pocke e ook Burket, alph. 18251373
ane's mathr ) oo or , Burker, 1822109
et hrdesth 3 h 1798179 kcoutspybl Gt bANEINS 10 Ot o M1 egring sl of Har, Hiam, 1791182,
o . . ¢ jones S, Fel Hard, 1841967
el ranar.
—p 11
s Hutchinson @uke) Wi b5 Ly 1653 Haror, Commecict d 35 Decembat 1934 Harford, Connecu m 19
ctober 188 (yman Augusts Wiy Jan and Lyman e n Hartford Connactctwhr e rs o, Llan Howsrd

family then movect 1o Chicag, . in theate 1880' Thlr son, Ralph Burkett Wiy, was born

Jeys had move bick o Harford here Lyman died on 26 June 1530, Bt are buried

4 gude to the callcion valable I the
Hutchinson Burke, 1859-1934

foward Wiy, 18811915
934,

Example of Mss catalog record for a
collection Ganes e

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 21
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Recently cataloged material related to
women

* Deed of gift for enslaved
female child named Venus

* Friendship Book of Fanny
Gates, 1837-1844,
Morristown, VT and Lowell,
MA

* Letter by Catherine Bird,
Lowell, Mass. to Asa Smith,
Lincoln, Me.

— Describes poor health, living
in poverty
— Requests financial assistance

9/14/2026

Digital Library and Archive

* An online "virtual"
library & archives for any
type of researcher

* Browsable materials &
some with searchable
transcriptions

* Materials not indexed like
a genealogical database

Unidentified young girl from
Garret L. Bergen Papers, Mss C 1537

About Our Digital Library & Archives

Research Library

http://digitalcollections.americanancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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https://digital.americanancestors.org/digital/custom/special-collections

9/14/2026

Searching beyond
American Ancestors

Consult secondary
sources

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Published sources

* Examine sources used by
authors

* Research for Farm to Factory FARM to FACTORY :

— New Hampshire Historical Women's Letters, 1830-1860 ‘
Society

— Merrimack Valley Textile
Museum

— University of Massachusetts
[Lowell, Mass.]

— Haverhill [Mass.] Public
Library

Edited by Thomas Dublin

9/14/2026

Female worker at textile mills

“Dear Cousin,

...I'will tell you all I can of the
folks that work in the Mills...we
eat our breakfast at six and work
till half past twelve...”

Letter by Charlotte ?, 1841 Oct 24, Lowell,
Mass. to Ellen Chapman, NH

About Suspon

Mi e Forgatien: Manuscript
Sources for Black Women's History m NEED ACCESS
; TO JSTOR?

Select an access plan
that fits your needs

Gat suantest

rnal articles - JSTOR (www.jstor.org)

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Focus on geographic area where

ancestor last lived
¢ Local historical or

9/14/2026

genealogical society

¢ Local Libraries or
Museums

* Colleges nearby

* Local newspapers or
Society newsletters

1877 Map of Clarion County, PA

Schenectady County Historical Society

SN, < >

Visit  About  Calendar  Programs&Sites  Library &Research  Give  Join

About the Library

panced through a 3,000-
 preserves, that

e, perodicals, el hstorie, daries, rewspapers,

Local Library Archives (ex: http://schenectadyhistorical.org/)

rid | How to Search | Include Your Coliections

%1 ARCHIVEGRID

FIND ARCHIVES MEAR YOU ABOUT ARCHIVEGRID

AschiveGrid includes over 7
m cords describing archival
br ther

o

101

information about histarical

documents, personal papers,

family histeries, and maore. With
tut

libraries, museums and historical

societies.

If you'd like to see your
cluded in ArchiveGrid

ions about th o

t please get in touch with

LOOKING FOR DIGITAL CONTENT?

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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ARCHIVEGRD <_—— > &=

207 “women textie workers”

9/14/2026

L.ibrary

[
American Textile History Museum Osborne Library Collection at Cornel = ¥
University Library: Home

Museum closed in 2016. Collection
moved to Cornell Universit:

_l

Library Research Guide for
Finding Manuscripts and
Archival Collections

R o

https://guides.library.harvard.edu/archives/welcome

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Using online subject guides

* Sometimes called research guides, LibGuides, or topic
guides.

* Curated collections of resources created by libraries,
archives, universities, and research organizations.

* Freely accessible!

* Using subject guides:
— Start with overview
— Identify recommended databases
— Explore primary sources

PO |

https://reqistry.clir.org/

fore. « searn +
e ' | s |
EMWorldCat™ L
- - N +]
Women and women's movement: oral history collection, 1972-1989. [GetaCopy |

ot Archiva matodal : Englsh

Transerip . women, Topics ind
ferming, jourmaism, nursing, photogFaphy, re8gion, leaching, and voluntesr work, Inen
Hayden Armbust, Ofiv Loona Beydon, Lo Eulaa Drury Casay. Phyls Coutalon e Furkch,
Katharine Gates, Fem Ena Graden, Amanda Crans Hahn, Theresa Hyhorysat, Inez feadecrs

Worldcat.org

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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= Similar ltems

Journalism = llinois.
Nurses - llinois - Interviews.
Nursing - llinois.
Ehotography.= lilinals.
Religion,

Teachers - illinois - Interviews.
Voluntarism = linais.

Wemen and religion = lllingis.

Women in sgriculture - llinols.

Businesswomen -- liinels.
Women in sducation - Llinis.
Wamen in jeurnalism - llinois.

Agriculture - Farms and farming.
Business, industries. and trades - Dry cleaning
and religious affairs,
Education - Taachers,
Medical affairs -- Nurses and nursing.

— Newspopers, pariodicals, and journalism.
Armbrust. Wilda Hayen. — 1914
Biryden, Olive Leone, = 1896-

Gnuren

Intarviews.
tardiews.

View “Subjects”

9/14/2026

imag;
and sounds from across the United States

Online Exhibitions

https://dp.la/

Browse by topic

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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'1114«
Tip
Search for Women-

Focused, Ethnic, or
Religious Archives

9/14/2026

Museum Archives (ex: heard.org/library/archives/)

The Heard Museum Archives RC5.2:RC5(2):18

“5 General Federation of
R WOMEN'S CLUBS
Liring olumer Spirit

Women's History and Resource Center

Women's History and Resource Center

Women's organizations (ex: www.gfwc.org)

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Putting it all Together

Identify Archives that may have records that could reveal
more about your ancestor’s life.

Identify

Consider a variety of different types of archival material

Consider (letters, oral histories, photographs, material culture, etc.)

Utilize records of other’s whose lives may have been similar

Utilize to learn more about the world of your ancestor.

9/14/2026

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultat /ons@amer/cananc estors. org

Hire Research Services
researc h@amer jcanancestors.or g

Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

a genealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
: @ s
Expert-Help/Consultations AN NE

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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| 3 American Ancestors.
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