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Indigenous Settlement in SE New England Source: Wikimedia Commons - Tribal
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Source: Wilke and Tager, Historical Atlas of Massachusetts (University of Massachusetts, 1991), p. 12
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Source: Robert Charles Anderson, The Great Migration Begins
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First Connecticut Settlement -

Windsor
* William Holmes

ajoi

)] 0 L establishes trading post
gy /il=]) [ 1633 near junction of
S\ Shed g 1O Farmington River and
- o (8 T C . .

B onnecticut River

E = )

al5lg= 'ﬂ ~—— * English counterbalance to
] : = the Dutch settlement at

Hartford

* Permanent settlers from
Dorchester arrive in 1635

Ancient Historie Windsor, viewed at HathiTrust.org, page 140.

11

Founding of Wethersfield

* John Oldham and others from Watertown, MA 1634

* Welcomed by the Wangunk desirous of trading
beaver pelts

A COLONIAL TOWN: WETHERSFIELD. CONNECTICUT. 1841 ()
N

1\ \\Et/ N

* Merged with Hartford
and Windsor by 1637

Paullin, Atlas of Historical Geography

12
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Watertown to
Wethersfield

. 1633: Holmes
from Plymouth
Early Connecticut
1634: Oldham 1635: settlers
& Co. from from Dorchester

9/29/2026

1635: Winthrop

and Gardiner to

Hai

1636: Hooker
& Co. from
Cambridge to

Saybrook

rtford

1637: Davenport
& Eaton to New

Haven
Connecticut's Oldest English Settlement
Map of Connecticut showing the settiements in 1670 from Historical Sketches of Meriden by G.W.
Perking

First Colonies

' Saybrook

* Founded by Winthrop and
Gardiner, 1635

' Connecticut River Colony

* Merger of Hartford, Windsor and
Wethersfield towns - 1637

' New Haven

* Founded by Davenport and
Eaton, 1637

National Geographic: Connecticut ca 1645, accessed 21 Dec 2021

14
Consolidation
* 1639: River Colony adopts Fundamental Orders
* 1644: Connecticut River Colony merges with
Saybrook Colony
* 1662: Connecticut Colony W 7
receives Royal Charter § Uit he ~Jmn <
and absorbs New Haven :/ L 5 :
Colony
15
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Pequot War

* Pitted the Pequot who were allied with the Dutch
against the three colonies in 1636 and 1637

* Pequot allied with the Dutch

* Pequot tribe was decimated

* Colonists allied with Mohegan and Narragansett
tribes

9/29/2026

. ey
King Philip’s War
* Metacom, a member of the Wampanoag, was known
as King Philip
* Connecticut settlers fearing the Narragansett would
join with Metacom joined an attack near South
Kingston, Rhode Island
* No major battles fought
on Connecticut soil
th i
17™"-Century Connecticut Towns
1633 Windsor 1649  Stonington 1685 Danbury
1634 Wethersfield 1651 Derby 1686 Mansfield
¢ 1635 Saybrook 1651 Middletown 1686 Preston
1635 Hartford 1651 Norwalk 1686 Windham
1637 New Haven 1659 Norwich 1686  Woodstock
1639 Branford 1662 Haddam 1689  Plainfield
1639  Fairfield 1665 Lyme 1690 Canterbury
1639  Guilford 1667 Killingworth 1693  Glastonbury
* 1639 Milford 1670 Simsbury 1697 Lebanon
1639  Stratford 1670  Wallingford 1699 Colchester
1640 Farmington 1673 Woodbury 1699 Durham
* 1640 Greenwich 1674 Suffield
1641  Stamford 1674 Waterbury
1646 New London 1683  Enfield
Dates of Settlement from Office of Connecticut Secretary of State : Accessed 23 Dec 2021
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Overview

) - Published Resources
Indigenous nations

First settlers Findingaids | Records

First colonies Strategies

Compilations of Vital

Consolidation records and

Wars genealogies Chureh and cemetery [ derstand time and
Study projects Land place
Journals and Probate FAN Club / Cluster
periodicals Town and Colony Research

Military

How-to guides

Finding aids

Compilations of records
and genealogies

Journals and periodicals

*-
*' Study projects
*-
*:

Genealogies and Local

Histories

Finding Aids
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Genealogist's Handbook for
New England Research

* Town and County Lists pu A

* Detailed Maps New Er 3'1;" id
Researchl

¢ Court Houses

* Library and Archives

22

0 48"
53 @ Probate Court istricts H
(Effective January 9, 2019) £

Connecticut Probate Districts; Handbook, p. 18

23

New England Marriages Prior to 1700

* Enumerates approximately 99% of all pre-1700
marriages of New Englanders
— Includes marriages in Europe prior to migrating
— Found 70% of maiden names

Hefron Bl B
* « Searchable database on  **
AmericanAncestors.org

24
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Torrey’s New England Marriages
prior to 1700

husband's name wife's name other spouse & date
of that marriage
ABBY, Samuel (ca 1648-1698) & Mary KNOWLTON (1654-), m/2 Abraham place(s) of
marriage MITC 9:4250ct 1672; Wenham/Salem/Windham, CT #xbte-ihey 1, residence
date Knowlton Supp. 3:21: Tingley-Meyers 793; EIIC 1:33; DePew 47; ale (1952) 660; Granberry 139,
267,268} 'sources
within {}

AD. . Peter (71622, ?1621-1690+) & Rachel |?NEWCOMB|, ?dau Francis: ca
1650/2; Medficld {NYGBR 12:10; Reg. 48:191, 85:383; Brainerd Anc. 7; Mclntire At 282;
Bartlyi AT Adams 79: Adams (1898) 7; Sv. 1:14; Hill (1) 40, 43; Vinton Metn. 297, 299 WN__ ter famity
 Gen. (ms) 14; Fellowes-Davis Anc. 88} 4 member

place(s) of sources
residence within {}

25

Torrey’s Source List

AD\VQ, Peter (71622, 71621-1690%) & Rac

“Alden (ms): 4lden Genealogy (published under auspices of
the Alden Kindred of New York and Vicinity, 1935)
Alden Chart: see Daniel Alden Gen
Alden Mem.: Alden, Ebenezer Alden, Memorial of the
Descendants of the Hon. John Alden (Randolph, Mass,
Samuel P. Brown, 1867)
dams, Smith, Genealogy and History ofa Alden-Pabodie: Alden, Mary Lonford (Taylor), Elizabeth

iewbury Adams Family, Formerly of (Alden) Pabodic and Descendants (Salem: E. Putnam,

Devonsifre, England, Being the Descendants of Robert 9

Adamgfand Wife Eleanor (Calais, Me.: The Calais Alden-Snell-Long: Long, Hallock Porter, Alden-Snell-Long|

Advpbiser Office, 1895) Ancestry: Being the Compiler’s Line of Descent from
Adams (1898): Adams, Andrew N., 4 Genealogical John Alden Who Arrived at Plymouth, Massachuselts,

History of Henry Adams of Brainiree, Mass. and His on the Mayflower, in 1620. . . (Washington, D. C.,

Descendants; also John Adams, of Cambridge, Mass, 1925)

1632-1597 (Rutland, Vt.; Tuttle, 1898) Aldis: Whitin, Frederick H., The Aldis Family of Dedham,
Adams (1900): Adams, Andrew N., 4 Genealogical Wrentham, Roxbury and Franklin, Mass. (Dedham:

History of Robert Adams of Newbury,_Mass., and His Dedham Transeript Press. 1905)

26

CawL, THoMAS, b. ca. 1597, d. Malden, Mass., May 1676. Goodman, pp.

139-45.
CALLENDER, ELLS, b. ca. 1639, d. Boston, Mass., 18 May 1728, NEHGR
146195210, 31930, 145:31-43 (fve generation study); NEHGR

145:373 (correction).
CaLLuw, Jon, d. Haverhill, Mass, 25 February 1693/4. TAG 70:1-8,

CaLLUM, MACKUM, d. Lynn, Mass., afier 26 February 1677. TAG 70:1-8,
10411

C

wir, EOWARD, b. ca. 1603, d. New Haven, Conn., before 22 Scptember
1659. CA 32:140-44.

i CANE, CHRISTOPHER, b. ca. 1613, d. Cambridge, Mass., 9 December 1653.

in the 1600s GM2 11:2-6: son Jonathan? ac Sex, pp. 87-88.

CANEDY, ALBXANDER, . Plymouth, Mass.,after 1688. Jessup, pp. 251-53.

CaNNEY, THOMAS, b. ca. 1600, d. Dover, N.H., afier June 1681. NHGR
19:1-7; Jessup, pp. 253-57.

CAPEN, BERNARD. b.ca. 1562, d. Dorchester, Mass., 8 November 1638, GMP
1:309-11; NEHGR 158:110-11 (Hannah? John®): MJ 17:25-27.

CARD, JOIN, b. ca. 1620, d. York, Me., 25 Janaury 1691/2. Probable English
origins at MG 19:2230

CaRD, RicHARD, d. Jamestown, RL., before 1 July 1674. John? at TAG
58:40-42.

CARDER, RICHARD, b. a. 1615, d. Newporc or Warwick, R.L., ot long after
29 November 1675. GM2 11:6-10; Johnson, pp. 66-68; TAG 79:100-8
(Richard” John?).

CARGILL SEE GREGG

CARLETON, EOwARD, b. 1610, of Rowley, d. before 27 November 1678, poss-
blyin England. RDGOO. p. 220: PA, p. 189-90; MCA, p. 173. Wife Ellen
(Newweon) ar PA. p. 547; RDGOO, pp. 395-96: MCA, p. 624.

CARLISLE, JosEpH, b. ca. 1663, d. York, Me., 17 March 1717/8. Donald Brad-

ford Macurca, oscph Carlil of York, Me. (York and Lincol County Descen-

dans) and the Awtiquity of the Carlyle Name (n.p., the author, 1986).

Reviews: CN 20:141-42.

A Guide to Genealogical Research
Published Between 1980 and 2010

Martin E. Hollick

EXPANDED EDITION

27
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Compilations

Important Compilations

Nathaniel Goodwin

- . ‘The First Puritan
Geneal(ygl(;\l Notes, Cilon of
orContributions tod

ofSomieofthe Pt Setersof. | Connecticut
;

Connecticut and Massachusetts inman hn
SRS e

O
Historical Collections

29

RoweRT Born ca 164, (According to Halk-House) came on “Elizabeth”™
1634, Cambridge (Mas.) 1634, Hartford 1636. d. Hartford by 14 Oct 164,
I appendi t chroricle of the Dy fomily (pamph.) 1900; Genea

Supplement 1913): tag 29:205 n, 330 n; Ad
Rowxr Bom ca 1605, (According to

well” 1638). Ipswich 1641.d. Tpswich by

came on the “Hope-
Sept1683. Brickmaker. illsbury, v

DAYTON
Aauen Born ca 1588, Ashford, co. Ken, Eng., 1618, New Haven (Conn.)
1639, East Hampion 1650. d. Ease Hampton by 22 Sep 1658, Shocmaker. Sc-

(pamph.) 1931; Early Daytons 1950
DEAN, DEANE _For brothers John and Walter: Geneabyof the Deane fuily
1903; Supploment 1957: Register S1:432, 6093 (anc). See also DANE.

jorx Born ca 1600. OF Chard, co. Somerset, Eng, Dorchester (Mass
1637, Taunton 1638. d. Taunton by 7 Junc 1680. Surveyor of highways.
MeAr

swswei Sumford (Conn.) or airficldor Jamsica 1656, Founder slineage
application #4011

% Bapt. Chard, co. Somerset, Eng.. 13 May 1612. Ca

from Weymouth 1637 with serv.

Founders of

Early American Families

e-Barnes 1964,

(children): Regisier 80:336: N.G.5.Q. 71:17%6.
DEARBORNE, DEARBARNE orig DAREBARN

Gobraey  Excter (N.H.) 1639, Hampton 1649. d. Hampron 4 Feb 1685/6.
Weaver. Selectman. Descond ey Derborn(pamph.) 1893; Register8:71
(anc): Maine & Dow, Hampton,
DEARING, DEERING _ (For George and Roger sce Maine €)

swre. Braintree (Mass.) 1647, Block Iland ca 1663, Braintree 1670. .
Braintree 23 O¢ 1671 Planter. Aresryof A Spe 1945 showsone male-line
grandson who m in 1736. This ine may have dicd out in male lnc.
DEBLE v. DIBBLE
DECKER

JOWANNES D Came over on “Swarte Arent”

54, Beverwyck (Albany
N.N.). Living 1670. Governor's counil. 8. Nicholas Socity geeslogial econds 2
1916

DEE v. DAVOL

DEEBLE v. DIBBLE

30
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Collections of the Connecticut
Historical Society

* From 1860 to 1930, TN B CONNEETICUT HIFPRRICAL SeciEs
Connecticut Historical
Society published a
series of key early
documents from their
collection

— Archive.org has digitized

— AccessGenealogy has/'
index

31

Great Migration
Study Project

3
3
Great Migration Study Project , 37
3
* Directed by Robert Charles Anderson, FASG
* Started in 1988

* Genealogical and biographical sketch for
immigrants to New England from 1620 to 1640

* Thirteen published volumes

* * Searchable online databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

* Trace early Connecticut settlers

33
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Who is Included in the Series?

* If person appeared in a record before 1636

* Direct or indirect implication of arrival by the end
of 1635, even if the record was of a later date

* Documentation of an immediate family of a
person known to have arrived before 1636

9/29/2026

34

982 The Great Migration Begins

" d. Since Wi
1643 s of men abe o bear ars, o n aay other s colony

Thomas Hooker o83

three acres” [CaBOP 3-4]. On 2 May 1636 "Thomas Hooker of the New
et sl ol P ok e e ot g e ot

record, the William Honywell who
ST 1685 b lmont commily Al person dban the rigrantof

JOHN HOOKE

John Hooke came on the Mayflower as a servant boy to Isaac Alerton
‘and "died with the first® (Bradford 441,444)

‘THOMAS HOOKER

ORIGIN: Rouerdam
MIGRATION: 1633 n the Griffin [W] 1:129]
FIRST RESIDENCE: Cambridge

REMOVES: Hardord 1636

OCCUPATION: Minister.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: On 11 October 1638 Winthrop reported

K wn, where Mr. Hooker was chosen pastor, and Mr. Stone

{eache, i tuck & manoce a8 belor . Bosoe’ (W] L137]. Wiea
with him,

pator here i is dent
FREEMAN: 14 May 1634 [MBCR 1:369).

[EDUCATION: Matriculated at Cambridge from Queen's College 1604,
migrated to Emmanuel, BA, 1607-8; MA, 1611 [Venn 2:403; Morison
382.83]. His inventory included "books in his study’ valued at £300.
OFFICES: Arbiter, 7 May 1640 [RPCC 11).

ESTATE: Granted one acre for  cowyard at Cambridge, 4 November
1633 (CaTR 6]. Granted five acres of land and another three acres of
land, 5 January 1633/4 [CaTR 7). Granted "five acres of meadow

.
s o entryin the Harord land nventory of 1640 for Thormas
Hooker, but his name i mentioned frequently a an abuttr in other
entrics [HABOP
I his will.dotd 7 July 1647 and provd sppareny in 1649, Thomas
Hooker of Hartord" bequeathed to “my son John Hooker my housing
e n o, o bt hichs o e vt and
that which i on the castsde of the River, 1o be enjoyed by him and his
b v S e denh of i, SsonsHocher provided he

Gear el oy and poses oy it g 0 s during bt
naaral 1"t "y son Joha my irary of pined books and mans
‘cips” provided be deiverto my son Samuel” ook 0 the value

d i m
i of b e s st oo ot v s e o e
Lord in the work of the ministry, my will is that o sonSemel ey

possess
nly iyl whaiess mamcrig sl e jodged mee
however 1 o not forld £ som Joha s seckng rit

y
children of my daughter Joannah Shephard deceased, and the child of
Newton, to each of them ten pounds"; “my bel

wife Susanna Hooker" o be exceutrix and to receive the residue of the

‘my beloved friends Mr. Edward Hopkins and Mr. William Good-

be overseers [Hartford PD Case #2841; CCCR 1:498-501; Man-
wannl siots)

. Thomas Hooker?” aken 21 Apri

[Pty m.w 71756 150, Inciuding £450 tn e o i Bsiag and

There

& next
‘on the south side Charles River,” 2 April 1635 [CaTR 12). In the divison

(CaTR 13]. Granted three acres, 8 February 1635/6 [CATR 17). In the 8
February 1635/6 list of "houses" in the town, "Mr. Tho[mas] Hooker"

inventoryon 1 May 1635 Thomas Hooker hd

ibe o one howe withgarden and bocksie
pevd piplid woptodod bl gt s
acre’;"in Wigwam Neck about ive acres"; and ‘in the Long Marsh about

o aivene i the B’ 250 Fantord P Cos #2841
CCCR 1:501-02).

BIRTH: About 1586 (based on matriculation at Cambridge), son of
‘Thomas Hooberof Mareld.Tikos, Lecetnbive [DSGRM 5:122.24)
DEATH: Hartford 7 July 1647 [MHSC 4:8:544-45
ng srange e vas oudin 8 geo-
immediaelysnt forih an angel,nok vith a
o 0 il o with o 10 chine, e b s i, oo &

35
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old & young, or as if there were  general infection of the air; which
went from north t0 south by degrees infecting al, ya, such as were
on the seas near our coasts were so infected & smitted.  And this is
able, X those
that died were of our choicest flowers, & most precious saints,
among others that were then taken to rest was that worthy &
blessed light Mr. Hooker, who having a cold & preached twice on
ve -
sacrament the Lord's supper in the forenoon & baptism in the
afternoon, he was so over spent, & his spirits sunk, that he never
e ecoverthem agin (RCHR 190
Amersham, Buckinghamshire, 3 April 1621 Susannah Gar-
brand (Bucks o £18), Sh maried (sl 7 December 1654 and

Thomas Hooker 985

Thomas Hooler spen e yeas i the Bovachold ofFrancis Dk

of Esher, Surrcy, amd made such a great impression that in his will o 13

March 16384 Drnke made b o Hooker, o

New England,"the daughter of Thomas Hooker [PCC 43 Scager]. This

by v cousin of the JOHN DRAKE who made a bricf ap-
16305,

quest in his wil.

COMMENTS: ~ At court 5 March 1644(/5] Waler Grey was found guil

of "laboring to inveigie the affections of Mr. Hooker's maid" [RPCC 33}

On 1 June 1654 Samuel Allen was ordered to pay Mistress Hooker three
[RPCC 127}

‘The last four children, according to the estimates made here, were

before January 1669/70 WILLIAM GOODWIN [NEHGR 55:25]. (Ata
n7 6

and was punished for "his gross abuse & evil in slandering Mr. Willfam]
Goodwyn & Mar. Hooker in charging them with the act of adultery’
[RPCC 134.61)

CHILDRE!

T JOANNA, b, say 1622 m. by shoue 1638 2 bis second i
ev. Thomas Shepard of Cambridge [Youngs Firs
Planters 554-55). (Although Yor
o of Shepands e ek tht the marvioge
iook place in October 1637 Shepard himself s the
‘marriage was in the "year afier those wars in the coun-
try,” meaning the Pequot War of 1637)
i MARY, b. say 1624; m. by about 1646 Rev. Roger Newton
(she had one child by the date of her father's wil, 7 July
1647 sce TAG 14:99-103)
il ANNE, bp. Great Baddow, Essex, 5 January 1625/6; bur.
Chelmsford, Essex, 23 May 162,
v SARAH, bp. Chelmiford, Essex. 8 April 1628; bur
26 August 1629,
v SARAEL by s 1650, o by 1649 R obn Wion,somof
JOHN WILSON INEHGR oL128; Sle 18566,
v JOHN, b say 1631 returmed to Engand an marid her,
s he became a parish prist.
vii smuu. . say 1633, Harvaxd 1658 [Siey 1:34-52) .
Mary Willett [PCR 8:21],
a...,muarmomsvauan
Son, d. Cambridge late in 1634 [WP 3:177)
ASSOCIATIONS: One sise of Thomas Hooker, pebaps named Anne,
marricd GEORGE ALCOCK and another sister, Dorothy, married John
Chester, and had with him LEONARD CHESTER.

born during a short span of time.  Perhaps Samuel was born after the
ied in 1634.

Thomas Hooker (Magaala 332.821, Brielsccounts of the e of
‘Thomas Hooker hav been published i the Ditinar o Notnal
Blgraphy and the Diionary of Amerien Biograpy. In 1077 Fnk Shat.
B b o, Eough Yoy of oches Tt
Hookr: 1385-1647 (Princecon 1977).

HOPKINS

“Mr. Hopkins® was granted a cowyard lot (probably one acre) in Cam-
bridge, 4 November 1633 [CaTR 6],

COMMENTS: In 1634 2 John Hopins ppeare in Cambridgs (CaTR

9),and then made the move to Hartford, where he died in 1654. He was
e, o

time of the Cambridge land nvenenry i 1635 [CRBOF 26, 401 nd

would not seem 10 be the recipient of ths grant of and. Mr. Edward

Hopkin vho aived in Bovon n 1657 son moved 1o - Tt e
he served for Governor and

e rade  beel pearence n Cumbeiige 1 uls ‘and then rejoined
his neighbors in Hartford four years lter, but record from
1635 may st 2 wel b fo some ober . Hophie:aliogesher

36
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SNLIL
Great
Migration
Directory

8!
New England,
1620-1640

A Concise CoMPENDIUM

Robert Charles Anderson

9/29/2026

37

An entry from The Great Migration Director 'y

Name English origin Year of arrival in New England

\ New England residences

PR 1:34; MBCR 1:377; WJ
2:78; 84:200-11]. (His daughter Mary preceded him
to New England by 1635 [GM 2:5:266-67].)

Citations: The Records of the Fitst Church in Baston, Additional comment with a citation
1630~1868; Winthrop Papers, 1498-1654; The Records of the to The Great Migration: Immigrants
First Church in Salem, Massachusetts, 1629-1736; The Probate to New England, 1634-1635.

FRecords of Essex County, Massachusetts, 1635-1681; Records
of the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in
New Englond, 1628~ 1686; John Winthrap, The History of New
England from 1630 to 1649, James Savage, ed.; and The
American Genealogist

38

Early New England
Families Study Project

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Early New England Families
* Directed by Alicia Crane Williams

* Genealogical and biographical sketch for those who
married in New England from 1641 to 1700 (uses
Torrey as guide)

* Grouped by year of marriage
* Two published volumes
* * Searchable at AmericanAncestors.org

* New sketches posted online

9/29/2026

40

£ 3 American Ancestors.

e

Search Events Membership Give  EEEEJp Poicom bomnes oo Sowsepdecs Adntessinaies

mee

Early New England Families Study Project

/ Accounts of New England Families
from 1641 to 1700

AmericanAncestors.org/publications/early-new-england-research

41

Mayflower Families

* Project provides well-documented lineages of the
ship’s passengers

* ¢ At AmericanAncestors.org

— Index of all the 5™ Generation g
descendants, their spouses, and children | ar®mgs

— Searchable database
at AmericanAncestors.org @
o
Rl

42
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Journals and
Periodicals

Y-
+
*.

Journals and Periodicals

New England Historical and
Genealogical Register

The American Genealogist
Connecticut Nutmegger
Connecticut Ancestry

. and many more

RThgg.\i HG

45
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2 AmericanAncestors. B =
B e o D T P e e e

. New England Historical and Genealogical Register

1861 Becords of Windaor, O €

RECORD OF MARRIAGES AND BIRTHS

I 73te Tow or Wixnsos, the Bret

% Coxxeericos, topied from
‘bouk of Record v, under the daie of 1§ May, 1674, und with
the fellawing

he Recorder
sct down & new genealogy of chiliren (hat
e il powledge

that

AmericanAncestors.

46

QUESTIONS?

Overview

" - Published Resou. . 25
Indigenous nations
First settlers W Records
First colonies Compilations of Vital Strategies

Consolidation records and
W genealogies Church and cemetery
ars

Understand time and

Study projects Land place
Journals and Probate FAN Club / Cluster
periodicals Town and Colony Research

Military

48

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 16



Class 1: Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

9/29/2026

Early Connecticut Records

* Vital and church records: birth, baptism,
marriage, death, burial, gravestone

* Land records: grants and deeds

* Probate records: will, inventory, guardianship

» Town and Colony: meetings, actions, records,
censuses

* Court: lawsuits, probate

* Military records: Colony, town militia

49

But First, Jurisdictions

Jurisdictions for Records

Connecticut Town — Town Probate
State Districts

Maine Town -> State County County

Massachusetts Town -> State County County

New Hampshire Town -> State County County

Rhode Island Town -> State Town Town

Vermont Town -> State Town Probate Districts

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17



Class 1: Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

9/29/2026

Overview of Colonial Government
* Colony

— Fundamental Orders of Connecticut 1639
— Connecticut Charter — 1662
— General Court of Connecticut

¢ Towns

— Selectmen
— Elected officers (Town Clerk)

— Responsible for vital records, town grants of land, Overseers
of the Poor

* Courts

— 1666 - Hartford, Fairfield, New Haven, and New London for
probate and other affairs

52

Tip

Learn about the town!

* anirsi 300KY
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Parent
Gounty  Town
Newington 1871 Hartford  Wethersfield Newington  Hartiord
@ (1975)
Newtown 1711 Fairfield Newtown  Danbury  Daughter Town: Brookfield. B.N.
(45) (1820)
Norfolk 1768  Litchfield Norfolk Litchfield. BW W
@4 e Simsbury
North 1831 New Branford  NorthBran- Guilford & Alias: North Farms. BW
Branford Haven ford Wallingford
(35) (1937)
North 1858 Litchfield Cansen  Canaan  Sharon
Canaan (1836)
(29
North Haven 1786 New New Haven  North Haven New Haven Alias: East Farms. BW
(38) Haven (1955)
North 1807 New Stonington  North Ston-  Stoninglon  Alias: Milliown. BW
Stonington London ington
(30) (1835)
Norwalk 1651 Fairfield Norwalk  Fairfield,  Daughter Towns: New  B.W
(51) (1802) Stamford  Canaan, Westport, Wilton
Norwich 1662 New Norwich  New Settled 1659, B NW
(29) London (@78) London  Daughter Towns: Bozrah, W
Franklin, Lisbon.

Connecticut Town Pages with Norwich,

New London County

9/29/2026

55

3 American Ancestors.

Boskators (1) Aboutts ) ConstenTres

Search Events Membership Give Publications  Expert Melp  Took  Signature Projects  Activities & inflatives.
posigescy
Video Lary
Boasch Gukdes
Resssich
Tengincrs

N Resousces

Town Guides World War Veteran

Research

56

[—

Search Events Membership Give Pubcatons  Expercie  Tooh  Sommursprojecs Arivies st

Town Guides

Research towns throughout New England and New York

Cannecticut Town Guide Maine Town Guide

AmericanAncestors.org/tools/town-guides
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2 American Ancestors

Search  Events Membership Give

Publicstions  ExpertHelp  Tooks  Signature Projects  Activides & initiatives

Name Established County Parent Townis)

cestors.org/tools/connecticut-town-guide

9/29/2026

58

t» New

13 Ref

Brief History |« e

Read View sourca  View history m

Hamden, New Haven County, Connecticut Genealogy

Hoven = Hamden

FamilySearch.org Research Wiki
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Vital Records

Kept by towns since earliest settlement of
community

Generally are well-kept, but not always complete

Originals at Town Clerk’s office or Connecticut
State Library

Barbour Collection provides easiest access to
Connecticut Vital Records

FamilySearch.org in process of digitizing original
records

9/29/2026

61

Barbour Collection

* Compiled under the direction of Lucius Barnes
Barbour

Statewide alphabetical slip index - available
FamilySearch.org

* Bound volumes by town - available
AmericanAncestors.org,
Ancestry.com ($), FamilySearch.org

62

Barbour Collection
Slip Index (FS) Town Page (AA)

ALLYN, Hester i
d.Thotias ,b. Jan. &, [16]76; bp.Feb.4, (16)76

WINDSOR
VITAL RECORDS
@ W

() dohazah
o [Willlun @ Susanna],b.apr.21,1696

SUFFIELD
VITAL RECORDS
Vol e

63

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

21



Class 1: Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

Family Search Digitization

Windsor Town Clerk’s Allyn Births
Records |

R .
Kol

B

: e
|

9/29/2026

64
Suffield Records - FS
245 i A
b W oo R B
o éﬁ'hé}« Hn“’o’y
Zlepe=cr h.u 925 :‘y‘r‘:; “”[1‘:1;«;5“ L e
j"" { ﬁe ‘9,34-:‘ Jn Au&f r'-n'-
b“ﬁqﬁwryﬂ J”: éum,(x) o‘ja'nw; 15t c7u Hirn SE r
;\::Ot‘“(”” j.J II[L,/I,(;.r PrEss Eiol‘i’rnm Georar -
'J‘)lrbralg L e
ém}fm-mn],u,wr.zl,lw
o F
65

rpre—

Presan (01

cameconies v

P P P P P L PP P PP L L L L P L P
* » PP D®TDDDDDDRPDR2®™DODOD
T

%

American Ancestors Databases

66
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9/29/2026

Vital Record Pitfalls

* Not all VRs were recorded

* Sometime just “son” or “daughter” was recorded

* Events may have occurred in one town, but were
recorded in another

67

Church and Cemetery

Tip:
Can't find a VR?
Use substitute sources!
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Church Records

* Baptisms, deaths, and burials
* Admissions of church members
* Disciplinary records

¢ Letters of dismissal

9/29/2026

70

Connecticut Church Records

* Most complete holdings of church records are at the Connecticut
State Library
— Digital listing of their complete church record holdings online

 FamilySearch.org
— “Index cards to vital records of Connecticut churches at the
Connecticut State Library”
* Index covers one quarter of all records held by Connecticut
State Library
¢ Check the FamilySearch.org catalog, by town, for digitized
original record
— “Connecticut, Church Records, 1660-1955”
— “Connecticut, Marriages, 1630-1997”
— “Connecticut, Births and Christenings, 1649-1906”

71

Connecticut Church Records

* “Connecticut, U.S., Church Record Abstracts, 1630-
1920”- Ancestry.com

* Congregational Church Archives
— Simsbury (1697)
— Lebanon (1697)

72
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ALLEN, Anna
d.0badiah,bp,7th mo,16th day 1677

MIDDLETOWN
FIRST CHURCH RECORDS

. Vol. 1 Page 12

“Index cards to vital records of Connecticut churches at the Connecticut State Library”

- T

E17- 5 .
HomnokDuagdle e B LIS Grurntt P frne Kowg by otk -
4 ,_%‘L{&M H B "-'-45’: Siaboft y@ by i "b L
Z _-4"'7%‘”‘}’%: ‘fkwwsé fon B s — 137

“Church records, 1668-1871"
Author:  First Church of Christ (Middletown, Connecticut)

Middletown, CT First Church — Family Search

73

17th-Century Connecticut
Cemetery Records

* Hale Collection: Compilation of vital events from
cemetery inscriptions and newspaper death notices
— Title at FamilySearch: “Connecticut, Charles R. Hale
Collection, vital records : COLLECTION RECORD,
1640-1955”
— W. P. A. Project (Works Progress Administration)
directed by Charles R. Hale

¢ FindAGrave.com

74

Town and Colony
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Town Records

* Comprised of many different
types of records: town meeting,
selectmen’s records, tax rolls,

proprietors’ records, cattle
marks, warnings out, pauper

records, etc.

* Ann Lainhart’s Digging for

Genealogical Treasure in New
England Town Records (1996)

76

Why are Town Records Important?

* They are one of the most underutilized resources
from 17th to 19th century

 Offer clues to when an ancestor arrived in a town
and often when they leave

* Learn about town offices your ancestor held and
military service

* Valuable resource for female ancestors

77

Index to Connecticut Town Records

112 AMERICAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION,

TOWN OF MIDDLETOWN, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX.

Kind of meords Volumes| Years. | Missing. | Indezed.

TOWN OF MILFORD, COUNTY OF NEW HAVEN

Kind of ncords, Volumes, Years, | Miseing.

No...
No
Yos.

a Very fewe

1500 to 1847,

Index to Connecticut Town Records Annual report of the American Historical Association - 1906 v. 2

78
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Where to Find 17th Century Town

and Colony Records?
* Connecticut Archives index
— “Towns and lands, 1629-1789”: 10 volumes
— “Towns and lands, 1649-1820: five volumes
— Searchable by name

* Local town & city clerK’s offices, or historical
societies have originals

* Some town records have been imaged on
microfilm or digitally from the FHL Library - use
Catalog > Place Search

9/29/2026

79

Colony Records

* Available for
— Colony of Connecticut
— Colony of New Haven
— Colony of Saybrook - vital records only

* Includes:
— Minutes of colonial officials
— Earliest mention of male inhabitants of colony

80

PUBLIC RECORDS vl RECORDS

COLONY AND PLANTATION

COLONY OF CONN

NEW HAVEN,

By CHARLES J. HOADLY, X. A

DOES NOT CIRCULATE

Colony Records - Hathi Trust

81
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Connecticut Land Deeds

¢ Earliest land was granted by Connecticut General
Court to town Proprietors

* Proprietors distributed land within town

* Records held by towns, digitized by
FamilySearch.org

* No statewide or county index to deeds

83

Where to Locate Proprietor Records

¢ Town Hall, Town clerk, tax office or assessor

* Libraries and Historical Societies

» Family History Library

* Published transcriptions

— Original distribution of the lands in Hartford among the
settlers, 1639.

— Proprietors’ Records of the Town of Waterbury, 1677-
1761

— Search HathiTrust.org or Archive.org for ancestor’s town

84
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M skciive " G232

a

PROPRIETORS' RECORDS

waxn 4> (OBORAID

Proprietors' records of the town of
Waterbury, Connecticut, 1677-1761

by Wat 2

Archive.org/details/proprietorsrecor0Owateiala

85

Other Published Sources

* Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut
— Volume 1: 1636 - 1665
— Volume 2: 1665 - 1678
— Volume 3: 1678 - 1689
— Volume 4: 1689 - 1706
— HathiTrust.org or Archive.org

* Use Proprietor records to determine the earliest
date of settlement for your family

86

PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CONNECTICUT. 103

Missing. | Tndexed.

No.
Gen. index.
Yes.

|
‘
|

Inventory of Connecticut Town Records

87
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Connecticut Probate Records

* Proof of death (between date of will and probate)
* Family relationships, widow, legatees
— Personal bequests
* Financial status, land ownership
* Be sure to confirm the accuracy and completeness
of published records

89

Where to Find 17t"-Century
Probate Records

¢ Charles Williams A DIGEST
Manwaring, A Digest of EARLY CONNECTICUT
Early Connecticut Probate
Records. Volume 1 covers to
1700. Available at
Archive.org

PROBATE RECORDS.

* AmericanAncestors.org
(“Connecticut: Early Probate
Records, 1635-1750”)

90
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P.ue vi!gvé
Winthrop, Gov. vt in Hartford, £73-01-04. Taken
u, Jen Ay, Joieph. Hayncs: Cooege: Gatdner.

qx. l he Colony of Connecticut, in New England,
Boston, being sicke in Body but thros El: Merey of per-
fect memory and Lnuermnumm do make this my last ¥ estament :
1 Will & Bequeath unto my t s Fitz ‘Waitstil, to each of
them: o squal proporticn e of ey Eate, which i 1o be  dosb portisa
10 each of them (that is, double to what I give to each of my daughters) ;
the rest of my Estat to b equally divided to my § daughters, vist: Elina®
beth, Lucy, Margaret, Martha & Anne, onl in the Com-
pulaion W my Estsie, whereas 1 bave o e y rnrn 1o my daughers
lizabeth & Lucy good Farms which they are in possession of, that that
may be coraiderad by the Overscers of this iy Wil hereaer nasmed, sad
proportionably accounted as part of their portions, abatement t0 be made
out of the present Legacy to them given above acsordingly. And I do
hereby nominate and appoint my two sons Fitz John & Waitstill and my
5 daughters above named o be Executors & Eccuirixes of this my last
Will & Testament. And I doe request the s hereafier named to

accept the trouble to be averseers o this my Will and 1o setle all things
accordingly, and doe declare that it is my Will that if any question, diffi-
culty or differences arise in or about this my Will, it shall be detercnined
by them or any three of them. The persons are: 'Of Connesticut, Capt.
John Allyn, Mr. William Joanes and Major Robert Treat. Of Hoston:
Mr. Humphrey Davie, Mr. James Allmn, and my brother Mr. Joha
Richards.

In Witness that this is my last Will & Testament, 1 have hereunto
set my Hands & Seal. Done in Boston this 3 day of April, 1676.
Witness: Thomas Thatcher sen., Joux Wisimor Ls.

John Blake.
Court Ry Page 154—25 July, 1676: Wil proven.
A cﬂpvp,. File, & on Record at Hartford, Connecticut.)

Other Sources for Probate Records

* Connecticut State Library: books and loose papers
- much available through FamilySearch.org

* FamilySearch.org

— Index: “General index to probate records : all
districts in Connecticut 1641-1948”

— “Probeate files collection, early to 1880”
— Viewable at Family History Center or Affiliate

* Ancestry.com ($) “Connecticut, Wills and Probate
Records, 1609-1999”

92

Estate of Thomas Miller,
Mlddletown, CcT

e Thomes,

i Rl
'&J Dod-Dosyesef

o
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Vi "2 e - S .
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Ancestry.com: “Connecticut, U.S., Wills and Probate Records, 1609-1999”
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Court Records

* Criminal activity by or against

an ancestor NEW ENGLAND
— Infractions against town or colony (COURT RECORDS
rules

* Civil actions by or against
ancestor
— Property, real, animal
— Relations with neighbors
— Social and financial status
— Divorce

» Few images available; FHL e
Microfilm Diaxs Raparox

95

Particular Court 1639-1663

* First court to hear probate cases

* Published in Records of the Particular Court of
Connecticut, 1639-1663 (Hartford, CT: Collections
of the Connecticut Historical Society) vol. 22

* AmericanAncestors.org: “Connecticut: Records of
the Particular Court of the Colony of CT, 1687-1688”

96
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Jehoj: Bartlet being p'sented by ye Grand Jury ye 5*
of yis Instant for bei , he was suoned before
vis Court and apeared; was Convicted by testimony
of being drunke it being the second time./ This Court
Doe sentance him, that he shall find two suficient
suertyes to be bound in ye sum of ten pounds, w®
Condition of good behavior, and for want of such
suertyes, to be seat to ye gaol./

Costfees

Auended Jere: Gillet and Jn* Williams of Symsbury was p’
scnted by the grand Jury ye 5* Junc Instant for not
£2% _goeing to meting was Sumonsed and apeared before yis
4 'g_g(—z‘_p-m. ourt, & ye Court hearing what they had to say
for yemselves and they pomsing Reformation, ye

Court se Cause to pase yis by

Nath Winchell of Winds' being p'sented by ye grand

ury in March Last, for neglecting ve k ordi-
nances on ye Sabath, and withdrawing in time of Excer-
“Gise & makeing uproar in the Streat/ was sumonsed

and apeared before ye Court and being Copuited Thy

i

powiaio) puris o

o ¢ 10
puy 1

An Inventory of the Estate of Daniell Garet Deceased
was exhibited in Court and oath made that there was
a true p'sentm’ of the Estate to the Apriz® so far as
at p'sent is known and if more Come to knowledg she
will Cause it to be added to the Inventory./ This
Court grants adminstration on the Estate to the widow
and desire and order Capt Caleb Standly and John
Marsh ov'seers to assist the widow that the estate
may be Improved for the best advantage that she

Court of Particulars may not be a Towne Charge./

97

Court of Assistants

* Appeals court

¢ Also divorce, murder, witchcraft

* AmericanAncestors.org: “Minutes of the Court of
Assistants, 1669-1711”

98

A Court of Asisten® at hartford may: 17: 1669.

upon the humble Petition of Mary Barns the wife of Charls
Barns the [sic] shee might bee [word crossed out] Redleased from
her_matrimoniall Bond and Engagement to the said Barnes this
Counte [sic] having ducly Considered e the that p'mises with the
Euidences p'sented Doe finde y' y° said Barnes hath wilfully
desert’d his wife at and that if the onc of them if not both of bethk
them haue Commited adultrey and theirfore doe Declare that they
doc relese the said mary from her Coniugall relation matrimonial
bond to the said Charls Barnes.

Court of Assistants - Divorce

99
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Military

100

Military Records

» Two major conflicts: Pequot
War and King Philips War

* Few details for 17th century
muster rolls

— Mostly Colony records, originals
at State Archives

Tk Soldiers in
— Town records - local militia s —
King Philip’s
 Military history chapters War

appear in many published
town histories

101

Connecticut Soldiers in Pequot War

102
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QUESTIONS?

103

Overview

Published Resources

Indigenous nations

First settlers

Finding aids
First colonies Compilations of vital Strategies
Consolidation records and

Wars genealogies Churchand cemetery [, qerstand time and

Study projects Land place
Journals and Probate FAN Club / Cluster
periodicals Town and Colony Research

Military

104

Strategies
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Common Challenges

* Distinguishing between people of the same name
in the same community

* Finding women’s maiden names

* Determining parentage when multiple marriages
are involved

* Ascertaining the origins of Connecticut settlers

9/29/2026
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General Considerations and
Suggestions

* You may not find one “smoking-gun” record; you may
need to build a case with multiple records

* Essential Strategy: Research the ancestors associates
and neighbors (Cluster Research or FAN Club
Research)

* Some records may be less reliable than others; seek
originals if you can

* May need to have, and exhaust, several working
theories

107

General Considerations and
Suggestions

* Create a complete timeline with probate, land
records, military, or any possible record

* While not culturally consistent, some families used
naming patterns

— Surnames as first names or less common first names
can be clues of earlier kinships and origins

* Do not assume a woman’s name at marriage is her
maiden name; could be a first married name

108
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Strategy for Sorting
Common Names
* What makes each person unique?
— Dates of vital events
— Names of wife and children
— Specific plot of land occupied

¢ Timeline valuable in common names situations

109

Strategy for Finding the

Maiden Name
Who were the neighbors?

Who are the associates of the husband?

If the family were early settlers, where did they migrate
from?

— Earliest settlers of Woodstock were from Roxbury, MA

— Ebenezer Grosvenor of Roxbury arrived in Pomfret, the

town south of Woodstock, in 1699 and married Ann ???
In 1707

— Correlation of births in Roxbury, MA settlers of
Woodstock narrowed possible candidates to Ann
Massey/Marcy and Ann Lyon

110

And keep in mind...

Terms of kinship may have different meanings in
17th-century:

— Nephew and nieces may be referred to as “cousins”

— Sometimes “brother” or “sister” can be indications of
brothers and sisters within a faith

— “Father” and “Mother” could refer to in-laws

* Use of “Jr” and “Sr” typically mean younger versus
older and don't necessarily mean kinship

111
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Summary

* Don't rely on just one record set

* Don't reinvent the wheel - look at published

sources in combination with originals

* Keep up with scholarly publications

* More and more records are being indexed and
digitized everyday
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services

research@americanancestors.org

113
.
Consultations
Book a one-on-one
consultation with
a genealogist and
rec help with your
family history research!
AmericanAncestors.org/ -
4 SCAN ME
Expert-Help/Consultations @
114
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