The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution

8/14/2026

Conscience and Conflict:

The Quaker Experience in the
American Revolution

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors.

£R FOR FAMiLY HisToRy, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Meet today’s presenter

\\

fApig

Rhonda R. McClure

Senior Genealogist

ﬁ.
.
Voice of

Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist

(e

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org



The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution

Historical Context

8/14/2026

Historical Timeline

- - - pu - ~
[ ) 1763 § ) 1766 1770 1773 Y1778 § )1775
v / v Ve y
End of the Repeal of the 5 March - 16 December 5Sep to 26 June - London
Seven Years Stamps Act - Repeal of the. —Boston Tea Oct - Meeting Yearly
War (included Duties in “Townshend Party of the First Meeting.
the French American Acts, except Continental epistle to
and Indian Colonies Act the Tea Tax Congress American
War in the 1766 (6 Geo. /AND the Quakers
American 3.c11) Boston
Colonies) Massacre
Philadelphia
Passage of the Yearly Meeting
Stamp Act also issued a
known as 10 May — general epistle
Duties in Passage of the. to all Quakers
Passage of the Tea Act 1773 Passage of the inthe
Colonies Act (5 Townshend (13 Geo. 3. c. Intolerable American
Geo. 3.c. 12) Acts 44) Acts Colonies
é 1767- ( /
(Ja7es s (a3 _amma (_Jarma
Quaker Beliefs
.

Do not take up arms

Do not swear oaths

Do not support paid ministry

Do not remove their hats in admiration

Do not pay taxes to support war
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The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution

Massachusetts

8/14/2026

Massachusetts
¢ Nantucket
* Boston Tea Party

¢ William Rotch, St.
— Bayonets
— Accused of Treason

Boston Tea Party

* Response to the Tea Act of 1773

* Arrival of three ships
— Dartmouth (owned by Francis Rotch — Quaker)
— Beaver (owned by William Rotch - Quaker)
— Eleanor (owned by John Rowe)

* Francis Rotch tried to get permission for the
Dartmouth & Beaver to return to England
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Boston Tea Party

A New and Correct

Prax ofmeTowxN
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BosTox.

Norman B. Leventhal Map Center,
Boston Public Library

1775 Map by a British Officer
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The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution 8/ 14/ 2026

Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir Mentions removal of bayonets from
muskets in 1764 when selling them

Wm. Rotch 1814 Mem Mentions removal of bayonets from
muskets in 1764 when selling them
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After many requests, and may refusals
by William Rotch, he ended up

8/14/2026

. throwing them into the ocean.
Wm. Rotch 4 Memoir e

Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir
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Timeline

* Complaint brought November 1779

* Notice sent to “all of the Island Nantucket yeoman” to
appear before General Court issues 2 December 1779

» Complaint to be dealt with “first Tuesday of the next
setting of the General Court” filed 27 Dec 1779

¢ Witnesses interviewed in March 1780

* Jenkins’ request for dismissal of case likely March 1780

8/14/2026
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Stripped and Script

X CONTENTS

e
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Pacifists

* Predominantly found among members of the
Society of Friends (aka Quakers)

* Were distrusted by those against continued
British rule

* Some found themselves punished and jailed

Sarah Logan Fisher

* Fisher family well-to-do Quakers in Philadelphia

* Thomas Fisher married Sarah Logan

* Remained neutral (result of Quaker pacifist
principles)

* Were in their hearts “conscientious royalists”
* This fact known to patriots

* Her husband involved in the Spanktown
Controversy, 1777

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Spanktown Controversy, 1777

* Result of a forged
document

Philadelphia Quakers

suspected as Loyalists
P y ST Amnica s Therlore, =
, Toat >|hl.| elliy r

* Many of the men were
jailed in Virginia

wheress there i flrong reafon to anprebead, that

| Dunlaps Pennsylvania Packet, 9 Sept. 1777, front page |
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The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution

A Study in Queens County
* Undertaken by Joseph S Tiedemann
* Published in results 1983

* Looked at 3,074 white males over 16 residing in
Queens County on 1 January 1776

* Augmented info from this census with additional
records in a “Collective Biography”

* Compared Loyalists, Neutrals and Patriots

8/14/2026

TABLE I
LOYALTY IN QUEENS COUNTY (1775)

Collective Biography Queens County Quakers

Loyalty Number Percent Number Percent

Whig 368 12.0 19 4.5

Tory 824 26.8 38 9.0

Trimmer 27 0.9 1 0.2

Neutral 1855 60.3 366 86.3

Total 3074 100.0 424 100.0
Whig = Patriot

Tory = Loyalist
Trimmer = “fence sitter”
Neutral = Neutral

“Loyalty in Queens County (1775)"

TABLE II
QUAKERS AND NEUTRALITY IN QUEENS COUNTY (1775)

Percentage

Total of Of Non-

Popu- Quakers Quakers
Town lation Neutral Quaker  Neutral Neutral
Flushing 246 76.4 24.4 91.7 71.5
Oyster Bay 660 74.0 22.7 89.3 70.8
Hempstead 935 57.3 12.0 78.6 54.4
Newtown 394 54.6 3.l 70.0 53.7
Jamaica 407 28.0 1.5 16.7 28.2

Quakers & Neutrality

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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Flushing Monthly Meeting ‘ 6th day of 3rd month 1776

Lancaster Burlin

* Building a ship “supposed for a ship of war”

* Served on a "Publick Committee”

* Oversaw “the appointment of militia officers”

¢ Was Disowned 6th of 3rd month 1776

[el
If mention of being

disowned, check earlier
meetings for more
information

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 14
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William Kenyon

* Brought up in meeting of 15th of 5th month 1782
— Purchasing “prize goods”

* Meetings in which they mention working with
him:
— 5th of 6th month 1782
— 4th of 7th month 1782
— 7th of 8th month 1782

¢ Disowned 7th of 8th month 1782

North Carolina

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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drinking

was forgiven

William Borden

* Son of original R.I. Quaker settlers to Core Sound
Monthly Meeting (N.C.)

Disciplined in July 1754 for activities including

* Reinstated to membership in 1773

* Stood before the meeting in 1778 for discipline
(minutes vague on the issue) and apologized and

8/14/2026

them for those reasons.

William Borden’s Published
Statement

William Borden had this published in the 17 June 1778
issue of the North Carolina Gazette

These are to informe the publick that whereof the people called Quakers differ in
opinion and Sundry things which I can’t hold with and especially about this dis-
turbance in the Nation and [they] do not be conformably [sic] to laws and good
orders a rated by the states [,] I therefore have for some time past and do at this time
diannul these proceeding of theirs and cant be conforably [sic] to their rules [,] 1
therefore disannul myself from being in community or members of them or with

Abstracted in Neva Jean Sprecht’s “Being
a Peaceable Man, | have Suffered Much
Persecution: The American Revolution
and Its Effects on Quaker Religious
Identity” Quaker History, vol. 99, no. 2

(Fall 2010), pp. 37-48.

lowship with said Borden.

Core Sound Monthly Meeting

Minutes recorded in response to Borden’s
announcement in the North Carolina Gazette

The said Wm. Borden a few years past was very desirous of being [shielded] from
mustering under our denominations; and we charitably hoped he acted on just
principles and the bottom of conviction, but this last and new levy of troops, soon
proved his foundation and we believe was the cause of his foresaid advertisement.
Therefore we can no less in our time then publickly declare our disapprobation of
such unfaithfulness and double dealing, and that we disallow having any further fel-

Abstracted in Neva Jean Sprecht’s “Being
a Peaceable Man, | have Suffered Much
Persecution: The American Revolution
and Its Effects on Quaker Religious
Identity” Quaker History, vol. 99, no. 2
(Fall 2010), pp. 37-48.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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The Queries

8/14/2026

The Queries

* Question used as a spiritual practice to guide
personal reflection and group worship

* They are not about what to believe, but how to live

* During difficult times they may reflect what is
going on in the outside community
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The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution 8/14/2026

Seeking Records

Monthly Meeting Minutes

* Best resource is the Men’s Meeting Minutes within
the Monthly Meeting of the individuals

* Seldom completely searchable

* May be digitized and available on a number of
sites

¢ If mention is found, must be reviewed before and
after mention found for full story

Sites of Use

¢ Ancestry.com

* FamilySearch.org (Quaker records often require at
least affiliate library access)

¢ Archive.org (has some digitized monthly meeting
minutes)

* Friends libraries (usually associated with colleges
founded by Quakers)

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 18
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Additional Resources

* Manuscript collections via historical societies

* Manuscript collections via libraries and museums

¢ JSTOR (for articles about Quakers and the
American Revolution)

* Genealogical journals (with articles about Quaker
families)

385 Autobiographisal Memoir of William Rotch.  [Jaa.

Kanow the reeult of our miwion. _Faine, thought. it ressonnble,
and put the question to all the p
agreed 3

I now come to the most trying scene in my whole experience
during the war. I was with four others impeached for high treason,
by Thomas Jenkins, when there was no step between being clear
and death.

The laws of this state at that time made it high treason for any

rson to go to a British port without the consent of the court. We

ad been well assured that if we applied we should be refused, and
Ve i o o8 Hewy if we did not apply to the British, we must from every appearance
i vl st be destroyed by them. Under serious consideration, I was willing
oo b 0 tey B to be joined to the two others, and as before stated, proceeded as
with our lives in our hands. This was made one of the great
charges in the impeachment.

S = :
ke, 3 Wil om0

it gres difialy ha dinincton

and Renrican cuber, s the i
A permies wire found

it brfure 8 commicie of the coart on the ime
bt Kuowing we were 0 sppeas aain whea the wit.
Beasen should atted, we made 5o deeoce, which we. Acrwarde
Tound was an rror o Judgment.

Ty thi means. the’cout thought s gulty, and were about to

NEHG Register, vol. 32, p. 38

COMPLAINT AGAINST WILLIAM ROTCH AND
OTHERS, 1779,
Communicated by Frepenick C. Sax7oRD, Esq, of Nantucket, Mass.

N_the i of William Rotch, published in the REGIs-
TER, he il
four others impeached for high treason by Thomas Jenkins, when
mmw
the manuseript autobiography is the following copy of Mr. Jen-
kins's petition to the Maseachusetts General Court. The reader is
referred to the above antobjography of Mr. Rotch for his acconnt of
these matters. See also Mr. Starbuck’s " Nantucket in the Revo-

lution ” (REGISTER, xxix. 50) for reference to them.

Copy of Thomas Jenkins's Complaint against Sundry Persons.

To the Honorable Council and the Honorable House of Representatives
in General Court assembled at Boston, State of Massachusetts Bay,
November, 1779.

Thomas Jenkins humbly sheweth, that as a true and liege subject of the
State of Massachusetts Bay, as well as from enormous porsonal injuries
received, he is most strongly urged to Jay the following representation and
complaint beforo the supreme Leogislatare of the State

Your petitioner complains of Dr. Benjamin Tupper, Timothy Folger,
Esq,, W Rotch, Samuel Starbuck and Kezia Coflin, all of the Island of
Nantucket, as persons dangerous and inimical o the freedom and independ-
ence of this and the other United States of America, as encouragers, aid-
ers and abettors of the Enemy, in making inroads on the state territories,
and depredations on the property of the good subjects of this State.

Ttcan be clearly proved, if your honors should see fit to order an in-

NEHG Register, vol. 33, p. 305

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 19
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AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF WILLIAM
ROTCH.

WRITTEX IN THE EIGHTIETH YEAR OF HIS AGE.
Communicated by Fazn, C. Sawroms, Esq, of Nantuckst, Mass.
(Continued from vol. xxxi. page 264.]

E* arived in the harbor of New) where Capt. Dawson
commanded the navy and Gen. Brsccott the army, but the
refugees had made interest with the general not to permit us to land,
and we were ordered to depart by Clpl. Dawson. We interceded
with him to let us stay a little longer, for we found the expedition
was progressing np..zly. and nless wo could arvest i, it would bo

in vain lo]g New York.
Agnin Dawson, by request of Gen. Prescott, under the influence
of the refugees, ordered us immediately to depart. Dr. Tupper

AmericanAncestors.org

8/14/2026

3 American Ancestors, ATCAN el Tt Lt
Search Events Join/Renew Give 10 MmN Names  Publications  Expertielp  Tooks  Projects  Canters & intistives

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF WILLIAM
ROTCH.

WHITTEN DX £ EIWTIETIC YEAR OF U8 40T
Commmsicated by PremEmex C. Suxroas, Baq., of Miatcket

Memoranda.
mm:m of mine bas repeatedly
some of the oocurrences of
e frml775 to 1794, which he b beard me relate in conver-
*When the revolutionacy wae
the only line of conduct o
d of Nantucket,
endeavor to give no
for A

ke out in 1775, 1 saw clmiynue
pursucd by us, the inbabitants of

% ke e pact In the. emicst, mad 0
ion of offence to m\htr of the wmenr&mﬁ_

mumber of the ewmdml- of the other societies
inion that our safety was to be found in a siate of
ar as it oould be obtained, although we had no doubt
ing would be our lot, and which we afterwards experienc-
both parties. Qur situstion was rendered more difficuls

among us & few restless .pmu who had nothing to
o were ofien thmaring oar pucifo pun sad wobjecing

, ot caring what confusion they brought upon e,

1 Wllli-lm Rotch, an eaterprising and successful merchant of Nantucket lnd New Bed-
ford, was born_at Nantucket, om. 14 0. 8. (MN shlm, and died at Bedfuni
15, 1m. For his biography and ge! oge ketson's ' I'lllwry w Bed:
,” pp. 108-15. Bnl.hn"ﬁlmucku in the Revolution,” in |hlm5l1’l! wvu.nvlil.
08, Bi2; xxix. 48-83, 141-5. This autovlography is dated  New Bedford, 24 mouth,

#—ED.

Beginning of transcription

Colection Inventory

S 1 Jourals,borahial s gcloia, 1051809, ..

Dl (R, ] P, 1503

Papers, 17381915

Scope and Contents
st (17521868, i Qe

Dl [Rodean, ot 1505, 1507 R
Scope and Contents
ANR o vt o Siford S, CT, it Sk 1807 isits o Bosen,

Roth.Josap: w3 Sthrn Tour 1509, o
Scope and Contents

Physical Facet
ot At o v i o dio e e 775754, w114

M on Roch, Stbosk. Rodean, P, Hosdock

Finding Original

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org

20



The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution 8/14/2026

e i
o
B A T
b, o £ gl o
e

et afoo—
7

The Diary

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Revolutionary Roots

DoYou Have
Reyolutionary Roots?

Find Out More —3

revolutionaryroots.AmericanAncestors.org

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 21



The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution 8/14/2026

Upcoming Events

IN-PERSON LECTURE

Preservation Roadshow: Caring for Your Family Treasures
August 29, 2026, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM ET

ONLINE LECTURE

Tracing Loyalist Lineages: Sources and Strategies
Presented by Sheilagh Doerfler

September 12,2026, 2:00 - 3:00 PM ET

IN-PERSON EXHIBIT
Patriots of Color
April 23-December 31, 2026

America cestors.org/Events
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