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Historical Context
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Historical Timeline
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Quaker Beliefs

* Do not take up arms

* Do not swear oaths

* Do not support paid ministry

* Do not remove their hats in admiration

* Do not pay taxes to support war
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Massachusetts
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Boston Tea Party

* Response to the Tea Act of 1773

* Arrival of three ships
— Dartmouth (owned by Francis Rotch - Quaker)
— Beaver (owned by William Rotch — Quaker)

— Eleanor (owned by John Rowe)

* Francis Rotch tried to get permission for the
Dartmouth & Beaver to return to England
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Boston Tea Part
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The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution
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Ralph Allen, a birthright Quaker, enlisted
onboard a vessel of war called a Privateer
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William Rotch

e A staunch Quaker
* Owned whaling and cargo ships

* Was at odds with non-Quaker individuals in
Massachusetts for his pacifism

* Sought compromise with the British for survival
of Nantucket
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Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir Mentions removal of bayonets from
muskets in 1764 when selling them
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Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir Mentions removal of bayonets from
muskets in 1764 when selling them
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After many requests, and may refusals
by William Rotch, he ended up
throwing them into the ocean.

Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir
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Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir
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Thomas Jenkins’ Complaint

* Qutlines activities of William Rotch, Sr., and
others

* Calls them “encouragers, aiders, & abettors of the
Enemy”

* They wanted to “induce the Inhabitants of sd.

Island
join t!

e Stated

| to settle a correspondence with & openly
ne Enemy”

| in court in Boston, November 1779
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Timeline

* Complaint brought November 1779

* Notice sent to “all of the Island Nantucket yeoman” to
appear before General Court issues 2 December 1779

* Complaint to be dealt with “first Tuesday of the next
setting of the General Court” filed 27 Dec 1779

 Witnesses interviewed in March 1780

* Jenkins request for dismissal of case likely March 1780
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Pennsylvania
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Stripped

STRIPPED anbp SCRIPT

Loyalist Women Writers ofthe American Revolution

and Script

CONTENTS

Preface

INTRODUCTION

Stripped and Script

CHAPTER ONE
Scripting Disaffection

Grace Growden Galloway

CHAPTER TWO
Scripting Pacifism

Sarah Logan Fisher and Elizabeth Drinker

CHAPTER THREE
Scripting Neutrality
Margaret Hill Morris

CHAPTER FOUR
Scripting Loyalism

Anna Rawle and Rebecca Shoemaker

CHAPTER FIVE
Scripting Patriotism

Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson
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Pacifists

* Predominantly found among members of the
Society of Friends (aka Quakers)

* Were distrusted by those against continued
British rule

* Some found themselves punished and jailed
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Sarah Logan Fisher
* Fisher family well-to-do Quakers in Philadelphia

* Thomas Fisher married Sarah Logan

* Remained neutral (result of Quaker pacifist
principles)

* Were in their hearts “conscientious royalists”
 This fact known to patriots

* Her husband involved in the Spanktown
Controversy, 1777
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Spanktown Controversy, 1777

* Result of a forged
document

* Philadelphia Quakers
suspected as Loyalists

* Many of the men were
jailed in Virginia
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Dunlaps Pennsylvania Packet, 9 Sept. 1777, front page
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Extral? of a Letter from Geoenl SULLIVAN 2

CONGRESS, dated Hanover, angufl 3¢, 1777.
* Apeng the baggage 1akea cn Staten [fland thess !
inftant, [ find a number of impostant papers; & copy of

three [ inclofe for the perulil of Congrefs. The ene

from the Yearly Mecting at 6pank Town, beld the 19th
;nftaot, I think worthy the asteotion of Congreft,”

No. 1. Whereis Wakington, what number of men or
}

cannga
No. 3. Where isSterling, what number of men and canson?

No. 3. Where is Sullivan? &e,

No. . Where is Dayeos and Ogden, what number ¢

No. % Wiethes these be ary tioops pafiag of i¢- pafling ?
No, 6. Iatelligence fsom Albany,

No. 7. Inielligence {rom Philadelphia.

No. 3. Be very particular about time and place.

Information frem JERSE Y, 19th 'J’c’h..&

lticl.ﬁd&“dﬂomlu:dlmlh ot _
k Bay, but canact learn the pasticular fpot noe when,
I""‘.Lm lays in Pesalylvania, about twelvé iiss
from Coryell's Fesry.
Swilivan lays abeut fix miles northward of Moreis-
Town, with about two theu{aad men,
- Spant Town Yearly Macting.

 Tatelligescs from JERSEY, Ssnday, Yuly s,

Dunlap’s Pennsylvania Packet 9 Sept. 1777, p. 3
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A

e Und

Study in Queens County

ertaken by Joseph S Tiedemann

e Pub]

ished in results 1983

* Looked at 3,074 white males over 16 residing in
Queens County on 1 January 1776

* Augmented info from this census with additional
records in a “Collective Biography”

* Compared Loyalists, Neutrals and Patriots
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TABLE I
LOYALTY IN QUEENS COUNTY (1775)

Collective Biography Queens County Quakers

Loyalty Number Percent Number Percent

Whig 368 12.0 19 4.5

Tory 824 26.8 38 9.0

Trimmer 27 0.9 1 0.2

Neutral 1855 60.3 366 86.3

Total 3074 100.0 424 100.0
Whig = Patriot

Tory = Loyalist
Trimmer = “fence sitter”
Neutral = Neutral

“Loyalty in Queens County (1775)”
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TABLE II

QUAKERS AND NEUTRALITY IN QUEENS COUNTY (1775)

Percentage

Total Of Of Non-

Popu- Quakers Quakers
Town lation Neutral Quaker Neutral Neutral
Flushing 246 76.4 24.4 91.7 71.5
Oyster Bay 660 74.0 22.7 89.3 70.8
Hempstead 935 57.3 12.0 78.6 54.4
Newtown 394 54.6 5.1 70.0 53.7
Jamaica 407 28.0 1.5 16.7 28.2

Quakers & Neutrality
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Lancaster Burlin

* Building a ship “supposed for a ship of war”
e Served on a "Publick Committee”

* Oversaw “the appointment of militia officers”

 Was Disowned 6th of 3rd month 1776
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William Kenyon

* Brought up in meeting of 15th of 5th month 1782

— Purchasing “prize goods”

* Meetings in which they mention working with
him:
— 5th of 6th month 1782
— 4th of 7th month 1782
— 7th of 8th month 1782

 Disowned 7th of 8th month 1782
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William Borden

* Son of original R.I. Quaker settlers to Core Sound
Monthly Meeting (N.C.)

* Disciplined in July 1754 for activities including
drinking

* Reinstated to membership in 1773

* Stood before the meeting in 1778 for discipline
(minutes vague on the issue) and apologized and
was forgiven

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org
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William Borden had this published in the 17 June 1778
issue of the North Carolina Gazette

These are to informe the publick that whereof the people called Quakers differ in
opinion and Sundry things which I can’t hold with and especially about this dis-
turbance in the Nation and [they] do not be conformably [sic] to laws and good
orders a rated by the states [,] I therefore have for some time past and do at this time
diannul these proceeding of theirs and cant be conforably [sic] to their rules [,] 1
therefore disannul myself from being in community or members of them or with
them for those reasons.

Abstracted in Neva Jean Sprecht’s “Being
a Peaceable Man, | have Suffered Much
Persecution: The American Revolution
and Its Effects on Quaker Religious
Identity” Quaker History, vol. 99, no. 2
(Fall 2010), pp. 37-48.

William Borden’s Published

Statement
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Minutes recorded in response to Borden's
announcement in the North Carolina Gazette

The said Wm. Borden a few years past was very desirous of being [shielded] from
mustering under our denominations; and we charitably hoped he acted on just
principles and the bottom of conviction, but this last and new levy of troops, soon
proved his foundation and we believe was the cause of his foresaid advertisement.
Therefore we can no less in our time then publickly declare our disapprobation of
such unfaithfulness and double dealing, and that we disallow having any further fel-
lowship with said Borden.

Abstracted in Neva Jean Sprecht’s “Being
a Peaceable Man, | have Suffered Much
Persecution: The American Revolution
and Its Effects on Quaker Religious
Identity” Quaker History, vol. 99, no. 2
(Fall 2010), pp. 37-48.

Core Sound Monthly Meeting
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The Queries

* Question used as a spiritual practice to guide
personal reflection and group worship

* They are not about what to believe, but how to live

* During difficult times they may reflect what is
going on in the outside community
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Flushing MM, Mens Minutes
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Seeking Records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org




The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution

8/14

Monthly Meeting Minutes

* Best resource is the Men's Meeting Minutes within
the Monthly Meeting of the individuals

* Seldom completely searchab.

* May be digitized and availab.

sites

e [f mention is found, must be

1€

e on a number of

reviewed before and

after mention found for full story
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Sites of Use

* Ancestry.com

* FamilySearch.org (Quaker records often require at
least affiliate library access)

* Archive.org (has some digitized monthly meeting
minutes)

* Friends libraries (usually associated with colleges

founded by Quakers)
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Additional Resources

* Manuscript collections via historical societies

* Manuscript collections via libraries and museums

e JSTOR (for articles about Quakers and the
American Revolution)

* Genealogical journals (with articles about Quaker
families)
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38 Autobiographical Memoir of William Rotck.

know the result of our mission.
and put the question to all the p
agreed until it came to , who

‘We then proceeded to New Yo
Commodore Sir George Collier of
of the army.

On representing our case to Si
us an order forbidding any Briti
out of our harbor. This was a gr
the state of our captured seamen,
were partial, that as we made no p:
consequently ours remained in tl
died. On his understanding the
ordered that all our men should b
armed vessels (for such we had ne
not be so in future as long as he h

We also applied to Sir Henry
Maj. André, that fine young ma
could get no written order from hi
direct that those in his departmen
no doubt did, as they gave up thei
quiet until Sir George Collier's ¢
perseded by the arrival of Admi
mills then came upon us.

Timotby Folger was then sent

like order to that obtained from Si. .....

Fanning thought this reasonable,

B~

[Jan.

- -

I now come to the most trying scene in my whole experience

during the war. I was with four others impeached for high treason,

by Thomas Jenkins, when there was no step between being clear

and death.

The laws of this state at that time made it high treason for any

rson to go to a British port without the consent of the court. We
E:.d been well assured that if we applied we should be refused, and
if we did not apply to the British, we must from every appearance
be destroyed by them. Under serious consideration, I was willing
to be joined to the two others, and as before stated, proceeded as
with our lives in our hands. This was made one of the great
charges in the impeachment.

SBCETL v g e s . * L a s - - -

permits for a few vessels, about fifteen, to whale on our coast, which
were successful ; but it was with great difficulty that distinction
could be made between English and American cruisers, as the latter
wonld make prizes of ns if British permits were found.

I now come to the most trying scene in my whole experience
during the war. I was with four others impeached for high treason,
by Thomas Jenkins, when there was no step between being clear
and death.

The laws of this state at that time made it high treason for any
person to go to a British port without the consent of the court. We
had been well assured that if we applied we should be refused, and
if we did not apply to the British, we must from every appearance
be destroyed by them. Under serious consideration, I was willing
to be joined to the two others, and as before stated, proceeded as
with our lives in our hands. This was made one of the great
charges in the impeachment.

We were examined before a committee of the court on the im-
peachment, but knowing we were to appear again when the wit-
nesses should attend, we made no defence, which we afterwards
found was an error in judgment.

By this means the_ court thought us guilty, and were about to

NEHG Register, vol. 32, p. 38
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COMPLAINT AGAINST WILLIAM ROTCH AND
OTHERS, 1779.

Communicated by FReEDERICK C. SANFORD, Esq., of Nantucket, Mass.

IN the autobiography of William Rotch, published in the Rears-
TER, he states (vol. xxxii. p. hat 1n 1779 h “wi
four others impeached for high treason by Thomas Jenkins, 'when
there was no step between being clear and death.” Appended to
the manuscript autobiography is the following copy of Mr. Jen-
kins’s petition to the Massachusetts General Court. The reader is
referred to the above autobiography of Mr. Rotch for his account of
these matters. See also Mr. Starbuck’s “ Nantucket in the Revo-
lution ” (REGISTER, xxix. 50) for reference to them.

Copy of Thomas Jenkins's Complaint against Sundry Persons.

To the Honorable Council and the Honorable House of Representatives
in General Court assembled at Boston, State of Massachusetts Bay,
November, 1779.

Thomas Jenkins humbly sheweth, that as a true and liege subject of the
State of Massachusetts Bay, as well as from enormous personal injuries
received, he is most strongly urged to lay the following representation and
complaint before the supreme Legislature of the State.

Your petitioner complains of Dr. Benjamin Tupper, Timothy Folger,
Esq., Wm. Rotch, Samuel Starbuck and Xezia Coffin, all of the Island of
Nantucket, as persons dangerous and inimical to the freedom and independ-
ence of this and the other United States of America, as encouragers, aid-
ers and abettors of the Enemy, in making inroads on the state territories,
and depredations on the property of the good subjects of this State.

It can be clearly proved, if your honors should see fit to order an in-

NEHG Register, vol. 33, p. 305
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AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF WILLIAM
ROTCH.

WRITTEN IN THE EIGHTIETH YEAR OF HIS8 AGE.

Communicated by FrEperick C. SAnrorp, Esq., of Nantucket, Mass.
[Continued from vol. xxxi. page 264.]

E* arrived in the harbor of Newport, where Capt. Dawson
commanded the navy and Gen. Prescott the army, but the
refugees had made interest with the general not to permit us to land,
and we were ordered to depart by Capt. Dawson. We interceded
with him to let us stay a little longer, for we found the expedition
was progressing rapidly, and unless we could arrest it, it would be
in vain to proceed to New York.
Again Dawson, by request of Gen. Prescott, under the influence
of the refugees, ordered us immediately to depart. Dr. Tupper

AmericanAncestors.org

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 58



The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution

8/14

£ American Ancestors. A e e O sookstore (D) About Us
SearCh Events Ioianenew Give 10 Million Names  Publications ExpertHelp Tools Projects Centers & Initiatives

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF WILLIAM
ROTCH.

WRITTEN IN THE EIGHTIETH YEAR OF HI8 AGE.

Memoranda.
A FRIEND of mine has repeatedly regfiested me to put om
paper some of the occurrences of
life, from 1775 to 1794, which he
sation.
‘When the revolutionary war

heard me relate in conver-

oke out in 1775, I saw clearly that
the only line of conduct to be”pursued by us, the inhabitants of the
Island of Nantucket, waeto take no part in the contest, and to
endeavor to give no oge@sion of offence to either of the contending
forces. A great portion of the inhabitants were of the denomination of
Friends, and a lprge number of the considerate of the other societies
united in the opinion that our safety was to be found in a state of
neutrality, s far as it could be obtained, although we had no doubt
ring would be our lot, and which we afterwards experienc-
om hoth parties. Qur situation was rendered more difficult
m having among us a few restless spirits who had nothing to
lose, and who were often thwarting our pacific plan and subjecting
us to dangers, not caring what confusion they brought upon us, if

'} SN P B e XL B SRS & e

! William Rotch, an enterprising and successful merchant of Nantucket and New Bed-
ford, was born at Nantucket, Oct. 14 0. S. (15 N. S.), 1734, and died at New Bedford,
May 16, 1828, For his biography and genealogy, see Ricketson’s ‘‘ History of New Bed-
ford,” pp. 108-15. See also * Nantucket in the Revolution,” in the REGISTER (ande, xXviii.
213-8',’ . 2; xxix. 48-53, 141-5. This autobiography is dated * New Bedford, 2d month,

. —— Dl

Beginning of transcription
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Collection Inventory

Ser. 1. Journals, biographical and genealogical, 1803-1809, n.d.
Journals

Diary, [Rodman, Eliza?] Phila., 1803

Box 1 (Mixed Materials)
Scope and Contents
AMSs. Eliza Rodman? (1782-1864), attending Quaker meetings, accounts of travels.

Diary, [Rodman, Eliza?], 1805, 1807.

Box 1 (Mixed Materials)
Scope and Contents
AMs. Includes visits to Stafford Springs, CT, and visit to Shakers. In 1807 visits to Boston,
Plymoth, and Sandwich. First part of the volume was used by Benjamin Rodman as student work
book.

Rotch, Joseph: “Journal of a Southern Tour™, 1809, 5 mo

Box | (Mixed Materials)
Scope and Contents
AMSsS. From New Bedford to NYC, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, Virginia

Rotch, William (1734-1828): "An autobiographical Memoir of William Rotch written in the
eightieth year of his age"

Box 1 (Mixed Materials)
Physical Facet
Ms. copy. An account of events in Nantucket during the years 1775-1794, written ca. 1814,

Genealogical material, dealing with ancestors of Julia W. Rodman:

Material on Rotch, Starbuck, Rodman, Prior, Haydock
Box 1 (Mixed Materials)

Chart of Robert Susanna Heath's family
Box 1 (Mixed Materials)

Chart of Tristram Coffin descendants
Box | (Mixed Materials)

Memo of Mary Prior to her children
Box 1 (Mixed Materials)

Memorial for Mary Prior
Box 1 (Mixed Materials)
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Research Your Roots Honor Your Ancestors Stories Events
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Upcoming Events

IN-PERSON LECTURE

Preservation Roadshow: Caring for Your Family Treasures
August 29, 2026, 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM ET

ONLINE LECTURE

Tracing Loyalist Lineages: Sources and Strategies
Presented by Sheilagh Doerfler
September 12, 2026, 2:00 - 3:00 PM ET

IN-PERSON EXHIBIT

Patriots of Color
April 23-December 31, 2026

AmericanAncestors.org/Events

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 64



THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org




NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright ©2026






