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Historical Context
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Historical Timeline

End of the 
Seven Years 
War (included 
the French 
and Indian 
War in the 
American 
Colonies)

1763

Passage of the 
Stamp Act also 
known as 
Duties in 
American 
Colonies Act (5 
Geo. 3. c. 12)

1765

Repeal of the 
Stamps Act –
Duties in 
American 
Colonies Act 
1766 (6 Geo. 
3. c. 11)

1766

Passage of the 
Townshend 
Acts

1767-
1768

5 March –
Repeal of the 
Townshend 
Acts, except 
the Tea Tax 
AND the 
Boston 
Massacre

1770

10 May –
Passage of the 
Tea Act 1773 
(13 Geo. 3. c. 
44)

1773

16 December 
– Boston Tea 
Party

1773

Passage of the 
Intolerable 
Acts

1774

5 Sep to 26 
Oct – Meeting 
of the First 
Continental 
Congress 

1774

Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting 
issued a 
general epistle 
to all Quakers 
in the 
American 
Colonies

1774

June – London 
Yearly 
Meeting 
epistle to 
American 
Quakers

1775
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Quaker Beliefs
• Do not take up arms

• Do not swear oaths

• Do not support paid ministry

• Do not remove their hats in admiration

• Do not pay taxes to support war
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Massachusetts
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Massachusetts
• Nantucket

• Boston Tea Party

• William Rotch, St.
– Bayonets
– Accused of Treason
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Boston Tea Party
• Response to the Tea Act of 1773

• Arrival of three ships
– Dartmouth (owned by Francis Rotch – Quaker)
– Beaver (owned by William Rotch – Quaker)
– Eleanor (owned by John Rowe)

• Francis Rotch tried to get permission for the 
Dartmouth & Beaver to return to England
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Boston Tea Party

The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution 8/14

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 10



1775 Map by a British Officer

Griffin’s Wharf

Norman B. Leventhal Map Center, 
Boston Public Library
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Nantucket MM Men’s Minutes 1775

18th of the 11th month 1775
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Nantucket MM Men’s Minutes 1775

27th of the 11th month 1775
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Dartmouth Monthly Meeting 21st of the 4th month 1777
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Dartmouth Monthly Meeting

Ralph Allen, a birthright Quaker, enlisted 
onboard a vessel of war called a Privateer

15th of 12th month 1777
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William Rotch
• A staunch Quaker

• Owned whaling and cargo ships

• Was at odds with non-Quaker individuals in 
Massachusetts for his pacifism

• Sought compromise with the British for survival 
of Nantucket
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Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir Mentions removal of bayonets from 
muskets in 1764 when selling them
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Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir Mentions removal of bayonets from 
muskets in 1764 when selling them
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Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir

After many requests, and may refusals 
by William Rotch, he ended up 
throwing them into the ocean.
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Wm. Rotch 1814 Memoir
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Thomas Jenkins’ Complaint
• Outlines activities of William Rotch, Sr., and 

others

• Calls them “encouragers, aiders, & abettors of the 
Enemy”

• They wanted to “induce the Inhabitants of sd. 
Island to settle a correspondence with & openly 
join the Enemy”

• Stated in court in Boston, November 1779
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Initial document of complaint
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Witnesses
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Retraction by Jenkins
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Timeline
• Complaint brought November 1779

• Notice sent to “all of the Island Nantucket yeoman” to 
appear before General Court issues 2 December 1779

• Complaint to be dealt with “first Tuesday of the next 
setting of the General Court” filed 27 Dec 1779

• Witnesses interviewed in March 1780

• Jenkins’ request for dismissal of case likely March 1780
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Wm. Rotch to John Adams, 1823
Adams Family Papers, 
Rec. No. 230694 Pink
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Pennsylvania
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Stripped and Script

The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution 8/14

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 28



Pacifists
• Predominantly found among members of the 

Society of Friends (aka Quakers)

• Were distrusted by those against continued 
British rule

• Some found themselves punished and jailed
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Sarah Logan Fisher
• Fisher family well-to-do Quakers in Philadelphia

• Thomas Fisher married Sarah Logan

• Remained neutral (result of Quaker pacifist 
principles)

• Were in their hearts “conscientious royalists”

• This fact known to patriots 

• Her husband involved in the Spanktown
Controversy, 1777
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Sarah Logan Fisher, Diary, 1777
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Sarah Logan Fisher, Diary, 1777

The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution 8/14

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 32



Spanktown Controversy, 1777
• Result of a forged 

document

• Philadelphia Quakers 
suspected as Loyalists

• Many of the men were 
jailed in Virginia

Dunlaps Pennsylvania Packet, 9 Sept. 1777, front page
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Dunlap’s Pennsylvania Packet 9 Sept. 1777, p. 3
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therevolutionarycity.org/islandora/fisher-sarah-logan-diary-volume-3

Spanktown Controversy, 1777
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New York
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A Study in Queens County
• Undertaken by Joseph S Tiedemann

• Published in results 1983

• Looked at 3,074 white males over 16 residing in 
Queens County on 1 January 1776

• Augmented info from this census with additional 
records in a “Collective Biography”

• Compared Loyalists, Neutrals and Patriots
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“Loyalty in Queens County (1775)”

Whig = Patriot
Tory = Loyalist
Trimmer = “fence sitter”
Neutral = Neutral
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Quakers & Neutrality
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Flushing Monthly Meeting 6th day of 3rd month 1776
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Lancaster Burlin
• Building a ship “supposed for a ship of war”

• Served on a ”Publick Committee”

• Oversaw “the appointment of militia officers”

• Was Disowned 6th of 3rd month 1776
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Tip
If mention of being 

disowned, check earlier 
meetings for more 

information
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Flushing Monthly Meeting
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William Kenyon
• Brought up in meeting of 15th of 5th month 1782
– Purchasing “prize goods”

• Meetings in which they mention working with 
him:
– 5th of 6th month 1782
– 4th of 7th month 1782
– 7th  of 8th month 1782

• Disowned 7th of 8th month 1782

The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution 8/14

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 44



North Carolina
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William Borden
• Son of original R.I. Quaker settlers to Core Sound 

Monthly Meeting (N.C.)

• Disciplined in July 1754 for activities including 
drinking

• Reinstated to membership in 1773

• Stood before the meeting in 1778 for discipline 
(minutes vague on the issue) and apologized and 
was forgiven
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William Borden’s Published 
Statement

William Borden had this published in the 17 June 1778 
issue of the North Carolina Gazette

Abstracted in Neva Jean Sprecht’s “Being 
a Peaceable Man, I have Suffered Much 
Persecution: The American Revolution 
and Its Effects on Quaker Religious 
Identity” Quaker History, vol. 99, no. 2 
(Fall 2010), pp. 37-48.
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Core Sound Monthly Meeting

Minutes recorded in response to Borden’s 
announcement in the North Carolina Gazette

Abstracted in Neva Jean Sprecht’s “Being 
a Peaceable Man, I have Suffered Much 
Persecution: The American Revolution 
and Its Effects on Quaker Religious 
Identity” Quaker History, vol. 99, no. 2 
(Fall 2010), pp. 37-48.
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The Queries
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The Queries
• Question used as a spiritual practice to guide 

personal reflection and group worship

• They are not about what to believe, but how to live

• During difficult times they may reflect what is 
going on in the outside community
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Flushing MM, Mens Minutes
4th of the 7th month 1782
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Seeking Records
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
• Best resource is the Men’s Meeting Minutes within 

the Monthly Meeting of the individuals

• Seldom completely searchable

• May be digitized and available on a number of 
sites

• If mention is found, must be reviewed before and 
after mention found for full story
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Sites of Use
• Ancestry.com

• FamilySearch.org (Quaker records often require at 
least affiliate library access)

• Archive.org (has some digitized monthly meeting 
minutes)

• Friends libraries (usually associated with colleges 
founded by Quakers)
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Additional Resources
• Manuscript collections via historical societies

• Manuscript collections via libraries and museums

• JSTOR (for articles about Quakers and the 
American Revolution)

• Genealogical journals (with articles about Quaker 
families)
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NEHG Register, vol. 32, p. 38
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NEHG Register, vol. 33, p. 305
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Beginning of transcription
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Finding Original
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The Diary

The Quaker Experience in the American Revolution 8/14

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org 61



QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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revolutionaryroots.AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/Events

Upcoming Events
IN-PERSON LECTURE
Preservation Roadshow: Caring for Your Family Treasures
August 29, 2026, 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM ET

ONLINE LECTURE
Tracing Loyalist Lineages: Sources and Strategies
Presented by Sheilagh Doerfler
September 12, 2026, 2:00 – 3:00 PM ET

IN-PERSON EXHIBIT
Patriots of Color
April 23–December 31, 2026
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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