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Nova Scotia

History

5 and a half million acres

of land granted with no

more than 13,000 people Land grant system 30,000 Loyalists entered
living in the colony resumed the Colony

1774 i Mar. 1776

1760-1773 i 1775 i 1783

Land grants were paused, First contingent of
and land was sold Loyalists arrived from
United States
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Nova Scotia Land Papers

* Petitions for crown land made between 1765 and
1800 by individuals or groups of people

* Petitions include their name(s), country of origin,
and date of arrival in Nova Scotia

* Database is online on Nova Scotia Archives web
site with a searchable index and contains over
11,000 names!

A

<8 Nova Scotia Archives

8

fual  Holdings  Shop.

Nova Scotia Land Papers 1765-1809

Results 1to 25 of 28 from your search: Johnson

archives.novascotia.ca

9
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10

«}_\f Nova Scotia Archives Visit  Services

License to Occupy, 1786, Halifax County

11

Cape Breton Island Petitions

* Online database on Nova Scotia Archives website

* Petitions for crown land grants to settle on Cape Breton Island

* Covers 1787-1843

* Index only. The petitions can be ordered from the Nova Scotia
Archives

* The papers are also digitized on FamilySearch (Affiliate or
FamilySearch Center access)

* Some Cape Breton content can be found in the Nova Scotia
Land Papers database.

12
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Vist Senices Genesiogy Vitusl Mo

Cape Breton Land Petitions 1787-1843

https://archives.novascotia.ca/cape-breton-lan

13

Cape Breton Land Petitions 1787-1843

Results 1104 of & from your search: Lamber, Cape Breton Cape Brvcon Lund Pesions 11871643

Lambert, Goorge - 1803 - Cape Bretan

chives.novascotia.ca

14

[P — 98 0®o O

Cape Breton land papers and index, 1787-1843 and misc. land papers, 1820-
1864

Asthors

Language

Publcation Biate

Bublsher

Prsical 14 microf

Notes
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Nova Scotia land grants, 1732-1864

tanguage g
Pubicaton Dute 1965
Fubiher Centrat Microtim i, Public e

Fiaceof Pusscation

Prpcal

FamilySearch.

16

/ Gayeboro Gourty
Zana Granta of Hova Sootia.

162 5ok
No. 113, Returo for James Murrey - 200 a Joho Deveresux,200 sores
2d 100 Koad 270n GReRoTo T Antigonisn.

£y Wentwerth faylor, Jan. lot, 1625,

No. 114, Plan of Survey of Lands applied for by James Hamilton
Gango oot 5th 1070, fontworth Tayler. Sarveyor.

Ho. 135, Report of urvey of Zom Plot of Wilset at Gange by .

faylor. Mate in iuguet ead Septemver 1022,

18: o uly 1

Ho. 216, seport fox Alex. Mastoneld, 160 acres Nest Branon of St
Mary's , July lof, 1824. Alex. Hattie ar .

How 137, Roturo of Survey for Ghristiss Miler 100 sor om Harbor
Bt day”of buguss 1684, Jom Sliee v aen

Ho. 316, Aastraot of satargs lover usateios ot ey, 10wk owtper,
Vestoorin Biess & "m:i, e
o, 329, uatuso tor iishera 0'Goraan 100 o 1 smgen 200
S T
3 lentwerth Zaylor, Iy. Surveyor.

Ho. 120. Ltst of returas by W. Taylor. L. Surveyor July let, 1624,

sow 121, eturos for Jases Uelatz, 100 asres. Gelio ¥.
100" aor w0030 Febraesy 1054, meutworta
e, Suveyor.

Ho. 122, zeturn for Vavid siow_Caledonta.

umvey comletet S3uh vev: Jo5s b Tayior: ipsur
Ho. 123, Kowurs of guvey for Abigail falt aa hotrs of Jomn Falt
900 acren ot Uover ty/ Buryered iy Wentwori
or. Ly, Surveyor, 2ath Aug.

Land Grants of Nova Scotia, Guysboro County,

17

s LRC-ROREI R
Crown land grants for Cape Breton County, 1786-1949, 1969
wabors . . s e
Format
Langunge
Pubication Date 1969153
Pubtsher by
Faceofpubliation 53 ke ity
sl Vemirotim e 25

Notes

ofcrginl recorss in passession of t

18
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Nova Scotia Crown land grant registers, 1732-1901; indexes, 1707-1999
Abers
Format
Gangusge
publication Date
Pubishes

Pisce of Puication

Shysicat

Notes
Airofim ofcighaal reconds n posscssion o the the Proviecal Grown Lands Aicerd Centre,

900D o @y
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90 Q%0 @ywen

Canada, Nova Scotia, Halifax County Deed
Indexes, 1749-1958

@ o e | 4
Collection Details
Canada, Nova Scotia, Halifax County Deed Indexes B recon type: Lana.

Language

What is in This Collection?

FamilySearch.org

22

FamilySearc

23

CUMBERLAND COUNTY
GRANTEE & GRANTOR INDEX

Lanbert, Jobn v Jonn larbert b3 439 ioas  wevues
n " i Jobn Harrison B 88 182l
" . John Lollar F 41 1803 River Vaccan
. i { ¥azy Cennon D 251 1795 Cumoerland
" " n Mary Cannon D 810 | a784| *
& . Catherine Knapp ¥ 457) 1839 Awherst
o " Jr. 4 John lewvert, Sr. P 432 1840 "
5 " Vatthew Brown ? 432 1840
‘ Lanpard, Jobn ] John Stuart i3 213 1827
e . ¥arv Canton D 210 1794 Cumberland

24
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25

Registry of Deeds

* Post-1910 land deeds can be found in the county's
registry of deeds

26

Township Books

* Like New England Town Records
— Communities adopted New England model of
town record keeping
* Contains vital records

* Town administration
— Land division
— Roads, schools, cattle marks, etc.

* American Ancestors Brim-DeForest Library,
FamilySearch, Nova Scotia Archives

27
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Minutes of Nova Scotia Council

* Also known as His Majesty’s Council
— Advised the Governor

— Minutes contain information on land grants and
petitions

— Can also provide historical context for life in
18th-century Nova Scotia

* Nova Scotia Archives

* Finding aid available from University of New
Brunswick Loyalist Collection

29

3 THE LOYALIST COLLECTION

Home = Petitions, Reports, Resoluti

jons, and Miscellaneous Papers: 1760-1841

Petitions, Reports, Resolutions, and Miscellaneous Papers: 1760-1841

Call Number: HIL-MIC

FC LR NGL4P4

Category:
Creator

Material Description

Background:

loyalist.lib.unb.ca
30
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Crown Land Grant Maps

* A series of 140 maps showing the location of
crown land grants in Nova Scotia between 1750
and 1850

* Show the layout of original land grants and
townships

* Index sheets updated by government staff

31

y
ND\H;?S(%TIA CANADA

Department of Natural Crown Land Information Management Centre
Resources

32

11
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A.F. Church & Co. Maps

 Topographical township maps prepared by Ambrose Finson Church
and published by his company

* These maps track crown land transactions

« Includes names of heads of household as well as prominent citizens
and a list of tradesmen

*  Maps available from American Ancestors Brim-DeForest Library in
Boston, Massachusetts as well as Nova Scotia Dept of Natural
Resources and Renewables

34

CLMBrRLAND

35

Planters and Pioneers

* Author: Esther Clark
Wright

» Chronicles settlers to
Nova Scotia from 1749
to 1775

* Premier source

Available on Archive.org

36

12
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SHAWSMOSES S &5 5iveics sl nes 25 sewiidnies: GRANVILLE, 176-.
b. 18 Jan. 1741, Barnstable, Mass., son of Moses Shaw, d. 11 Jan.
1827, ae 86. m. Ann Phinney of Barnstable, d. | Feb. 1780, ac 43;

8/31/2026

m. (2) 24 Jan. 178-, Mehitable, dau. of Joseph Patten, who m. (2)
Zachariah Hall of Boston, d. 3 July 1812, ae 74. Ch: Isaiah,
Elizabeth, Moses, Joseph, David, Zebina, Havilah, Mary, (2d)

Susanna, Susannah, Anna.

SHAWE THOMAS R 5, e s as HALIFAX, 1749.
mariner, Everley, m. Sarah  Ch: John, Mehitabel.
SHEARMAN, CALEB............... CUMBERLAND, 1764.

husbandman, d. Ch: Young, Ring,; relatives; George, Joshua, who
prob. ret. to U.S.A.

SHEED, THOMAS ......c.ocoiuieeinninnnnnns PICTOU, 17677
1 man, Scot, 1770.
SHEFFIELD, AMOS ................. CORNWALLIS, 1764.

b. 4 June 1733, Newport, R.L, son of John Sheffield. m. 18 Mar.
1761, Mary, dau. of Stephen Jr. and Elizabeth Spencer

Harrington, of N. Kingston, R.I. and Cornwallis, d. 18212. Ch:
Ruth, Elizabeth, Stephen, Amos, Jr.
SHEPHERD, ANDREW HALIFAX, 1749.

baker, Wilmington, m. 1 boy, | girl. Shepperd, 1752,2 males, |
female above 16, | female under 16. George Shippard m. 20 July

37

Whereabouts of Some American Refugees,

1784-1800: The Nova Scotian Land Grants
Author: Clifford Neal

Smith

Biographical directory of

Americans who pursued
land petitions in Nova

Scotia between 1784 and
1800

* 8 Volumes arranged by
Surname

38

CLARK, John. Signer (twice) of Appendix B
[{(a) A cordwainer of this mame listed in Wright,
p-269.
(b) A merchant of this name listed in Wright, p.
269.

(¢) A man of this name received land in P974,
Queens County, New Brunswick; see Wright,
p.269.

A painter of this name received land in
P1140, New Brunswick; see Wright, p.269.

(d.

(e) A man of this name, from the 70th [British
Regiment] received land in Charlotte County,
New Brunswick; see Wright, p.269.

(£f) A man named John Hunter Clark received land
in St. Andrews, Charlotte County, New

Brunswick; see Wright, p.269.

(g) A John Clark, Jr., received land at Long
Reach, Kings County, New Brunswick; see
Wright, p.269.

(h) A John Wright Clark received land in Queens

County, New Brunswick; see Wright, p.269.
(1) A John Clarke, private in the 2nd battalion
of the King's Royal Regiment of New York as
of 2 Jul 1781; see Cruikshank, Royal Regi-
ment, p.181.

(§) A man named James CLERK/CLARK/CLARKE, born in
Seotland in 1757, listed as a sergeant in the
1st battalion of the King's Royal Regiment of
New York; he enlisted on 25 Oct 1777 and was
corporal in Mupre's Company 1777-1781 and in
Al. McDfonald's?] Company in 1782 and a ser-

geant therein in 1783; see Cruikshank, Royal
Regiment, p.182.)
(k) See also John CLARKE below]

39
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QUESTIONS?

New Brunswick

History

* 1710 - Region ceded to Great Britain

* 1784 - Areas north of the Bay of Fundy established as the Province of
New Brunswick (separated from Nova Scotia)

* 1785 — Charter granted for City of St. John in response to the large
number of Loyalist refugees that landed and settled at the mouth of the
St. John River

* 1836 - Colonial government gained control over crown lands

* 1842 — Webster-Ashburton Treaty settled boundary between New
Brunswick and Maine

* 1866 - United States cancelled the Canadian-American Reciprocity
Treaty

* 1867 - New Brunswick entered Canadian Confederation

42

14
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Black Loyalists

* 1In 1783, 3,000 free blacks or former slaves arrived in 1783 in
Nova Scotia

* In this same group, 1,232 enslaved persons came with their
enslavers as well

* The initial lots given to Black Loyalists were too small to farm
on

* By 1785, blocks of 50 acres surveyed and given to 100 families

8/31/2026

— Loch Lomond
— Kingston Peninsula
— Westfield

* 1792 - Exodus to Sierra Leone

43

£ American Ancestors

Search Database

& Black Loyalist Directory, 1783-1788

First Name Last Name
Years Record Type

Keywords

AmericanAncestors.org

Search Events Join/Renew  Give 10l Nares  Pubicaions  Expertbelp  Tocks  Buojects  erter b inkinthes

B 5o scarches

Browse This Database

Report an Error

44

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Join/Renew Give

Ladson, Charlestown, South
Carolina.

Solomon, 12, fine boy. Charles
Morris of Halifax, claimant
(Charles Moris). [Property of
Charles Morris as per Bill of
Sale] from Jeremiah Savage,
[Charlestown, South Carolina],

AmericanAncestors.org

Volume  Inspection

10 Million Names  Publications  Expert Help)

<asckto Resut Black Loyalist Directory, 1783-1788

Roll, Books1-3

The Black Loyalist Directory

to John Dobbins, Black river,
South Carolina; [left him] 4

[years ago).

Cornelius Mclntire, 28, [stout

fellow]. Miller, (Sam Wi“an\_
Free, served till 21 years of

age with John Schenck,

Brunswick Landing. GBCP.

45
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Black Refugees

* Between 1813 and 1816, 2,000 black refugees arrived in
the Maritimes

* Most were primarily from Virginia and Maryland and had
previously sided with the British during War of 1812

* 400-500 settled in New Brunswick
— Willow Grove near Loch Lomond

* Given licenses for occupation of 50 acres in 1817

* In 1825, 99-year leases were granted to those that lived on
the land

* 1In 1836, residents were allowed to buy land for 20 shillings

46

Land Petitions

* Pre-1783 land records are found in the Nova
Scotia records

* 1783-1918 land petitions index on Provincial
Archives web site

* Land petitions are digitized and available on
FamilySearch

* Petitions detail place of origin, arrival in the
colony, military service, etc.

47

Index to Land Pexiuol inal Series, 1783-1918 (RS108)

Introduetion | & | & Indigenous Peogle | £ Miltary Units

VTLE: INDEX TO RS108 LAND P

DATES: 1783-1918

EXTENT:

INDEX: N

RESTRICTIONS: Use on micsofilm anly

RELATED SERIES RS272 LAND PETITIONS: CURRENT SERIES

MATERIAL

archives.gnb.ca

48

16
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Provincial Archives of New Brunswick
S | b s

oduction | G Mame Index | [] Blacks | 28 digenous Pespi

Page [1 T Showing 116 50,61 234 names found

archives.gnb.ca

49

Bk

Provincial Archives of New Brunswick

Index to Land Petitions: Original Series, 1783-1918 (R$108)

| & Nome index | ] Biscks | &8

Land petitions, 1783-1857
warors atvor

Yomat
[—

Publation Date

Pubiher

Flace of Fublication

Fyical

17
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New Brunswick Land Petition of Cornelius
Ackarman, 1823, FamilySearch
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New Brunswick Land Petition of Cornelius
Ackarman, 1823, FamilySearch

56

Deed Registry Books

* 1780-1930 deed registry books are on
FamilySearch, AmericanAncestors.org and
Ancestry.com

* Indexes cover 1784-1993

57

19
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E 3 American Ancestors, et

Search Events Join/Renew Give T I T ——
e | Dotsbas somen
Search Database
@ Now Brunswick Land Records, 17680-1930 Saved Searches
Location © gxsc Browse This Database
Volume Page

58

£ American Ancestors

Search  Events Join/Renew  Give

Search Database

o New Brunswic ic Land Records, 1780-1930

Location

Volume Page

59

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Join/Renew  Give 10Mon Names  Publications  Expent Help  Tedls  Projects

o mearry

AmericanAncestors.org

60
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E7 American Ancestors.
Join/Renew  Give

Search  Events

B [mT Volume  inses g

E7 American Ancestors.
Join/Renew  Give 10Mion Nares  Publications  ExpetHelp  Took  Brojects  Centens & intisties.

Search  Events

New Brunswick: Land Records, 1780-1930

Voluma

62
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Kings, New Brunswick Land Deed to John
Morrissey, Lease, 1873

63
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Fublication Date
Place of Publication
Phpical
Reterences

LR -

New Brunswick, York County, deed registry books, 1785-1935; index, 1786-1991
s 1 ot of Dt i A

forman

L

8/31/2026

64

%

York County, New Brunswick Land Deed,
1795, FamilySearch

B T —

Communities

munities past and present

& Home

both past and present, This page t
toexplore these communities, their histeries. and their contributions o the province's cultural heritage:

To gt startes

tor about this

e o sl

archives.gnb.ca

Francais

66
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Adamsville

Pavish Haccou | County Kant

‘Coal Branchs Harcourt Parish, Kent County; Adamaville was established in 1870 following
the adoption of the Free Grants Act and named for Michael Adams (1845.1895), the surveyor-general of New Brunswick and
Member of the tor 18861970 in the

afarming and 1 post office, 8.

Approximate Coardinates: 46.40, 6518

archives.gnb.ca

67

Cadastral Maps
Now Brunswick cadastral maps show the basic foatures of the province along with the boundaries. lot number. and the name
of the owner the provnce. indicots ol gronts, regordiess of tho deto of the

grant.

4, Downlaad high-resolution map (20 M8 | 3621 x 2767)

Explore cur Lond Grants 7 database.

68

Adamsville Cadastral Map

69

23

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 5: Tides of History: Tracing Family History in Atlantic Canada

8/31/2026

S — 00D Do @ v

Freeman certificates, 17951870

**WILLIAM CAMPBELL Efgr.

MAYOR of the City of SaINT Joux.

St. John Freeman Certificate, FamilySearch

72
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v Sowth Miemodes Gelbmuind ik 0 OO D O @ e

New Brunswick quit rent returns, 1832-1837
Yormat

Language

publiation Date
Publisher

Place of Publication.

Pyl

Notes

s ot Cateton, Gioutests

73

Quit Rent Returns 1832-1833, Queens County,
New Brunswick FamilySearch

74

QUESTIONS?

25
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Prince Edward Island

History

1763 - France

ceded the Island 1769 - Island D] 1875 - Second
separated from Land Purchase

of St. John to Nova Scotia Purchase Act e

Great Britain ova Sci

1799 - Island 1873 - PEI joins
P renamed toPrince | Confederation of
oy wes Edward Island Caneda

77

Island of St. John - Surveyed by
Capt. Holland in 1765

Y,}‘z_\

78

26
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1767 Land Lottery

* Lottery in London held on July 23, 1767

« Land divided into 67 lots of about 20,000 acres each

The British Government's Board of Trade and Plantation
drew lots and assigned them to high-ranking British
citizens.

The proprietors who won the lottery would pay annual
quitrent lands to the Crown to finance the land and bring
in colonists to live on the land.

Most of the proprietors never settled on the land and left
their requirements to the Crown unfulfilled.

79

islandregister.com/proprietors.html

FamilySearch

81
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Escheat Party

* Escheat = unimproved land would revert to the
government for re-allocation

* Many residents pushed for land to be allocated to
resident landlords

.

The Escheat Party emerged after Roman Catholics
were enfranchised in 1830

.

British government opposed escheat without
compensation

Absentee landlords were eventually replaced when
land was sold to residents

84
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1853 Land Purchase Act

* The British government purchased estates over
1,000 acres and seold them to tenants and
squatters in units up to 300 acres.

85

Prince Edward Island Land
Commission of 1860

* Created by the PEI govtin 1860
to settle the final resolution of ~ twcom
the land by absent proprietors.

* The commission
recommended 100,000 pounds
to repurchase the remaining
land L -

* Alternative for the 1861 Canada
Census

"
sion of 1860

86

87
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1875 Land Purchase Act

* Proprietors with estates more than 1,000 acres
were compelled to sell to the PEI government

* The government issued crown grants to tenants

8/31/2026
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Post-1900 Land Registry Deeds
* Registry of Deeds
* Charlottetown location - Kings and Queens
County deeds
* Summerside location - Prince County only
97
% i | IsLANDARCHIVES
WELCOME
islandimagined.ca
98
Browse Maps By Cousry
islandimagined.ca
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Newfoundland and

Labrador
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Legal system
* Most land occupied without legal title
* Crown land grants
— Available on microfilm at the FamilySearch Library in
Salt Lake City, Utah (not digitized yet)
* Registry of Deeds formed 1825
¢ Misc. deeds and wills, 1744-1859 include
— Land transfers
— Marriage settlements
103
|
LA R
Land records, 1803, ‘.ﬂ’)ﬂl“ oy A m
FamilySearch.org
104
S SRR — co 0@ g
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Keith Matthews Name files:
Jacob Taylor of Port de Grave

TAYLOR
1755 co 199/18 JACOB cleared plant no 75
in Pg stage flake 4 houses 2 gardens

Translation:

In 1755 Jacob Taylor cleared plantation no.
75 in Port de Grave and it had stage, flake,
4 houses 2 gardens Extracted from
Colonial Office records series 199 v. 18 (co
199/18)

Example from the Mardy O’Neil
Papers at NEHGS

108
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Indian and Inuit

Affairs Program

109

History

« First Nations reserves were considered federal Crown lands

* Patents were first issued in 1763 and were handled by provincial
secretaries

¢ 1840 - Act of Union between Lower and Upper Canada —
established the Office of the Registrar General

« In 1886, land patents were handled by Department of Indian
Affairs

* In 1951, the responsibility of issuing land patents transferred

back to Registrar general's Office

* Last Indian patent issued in 1990

110

The Records

* Held at Library and Archives Canada in Ottawa,
Ontario in several record groups:

— Department of Indigenous and Northern
Affairs (RG10)
* Nova Scotia Vols. 459-461 and 1718

— Registrar General (RG68)

* Some are digitized and found in LAC's Collection
Search or Canadiana

111

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

37



Class 5:

Tides of History: Tracing Family History in Atlantic Canada

. _CANADA.

Vet by e Qo of . f e ol Ko of ik e Tk QURES,
T o e P, s o

]

(b o tinnd
T

e o adh

war—

Rusiew.

o bt et

St

- TN
-y

P

Land Patent, Alexander McDonald, Nova
Scotia, 1895
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Review

1. Early Canadian land was
awarded as crown land.

2. Location and historical context is
key for locating all relevant land
records.

3. Use maps and other records to

learn about an ancestor's FAN
Club.
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=
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Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

a genealogist and

receive help with your
family history research!
AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ =CAN ME
115
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