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Tides of History:
Tracing Family History in
Atlantic Canada

Class 3: Church and Vital
Records

Melanie McComb, Senior Genealogist

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors.

Meet today’s presenter

Melanie McComb

Senior Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)
¢ New Brunswick . rce Records
* Nova Scotia *  Other Vital Record
*  Prince Edward Island Substitutes
* Newfoundland and
Labrador

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
Melanie McComb,
Senior Genealogist

New Brunswick

5
Marriage Act (1791)
* First New Brunswick act ¢ If banns were not
to regulate marriage and published or if clergyman
divorce did not know the couple, a
. marriage bond and license
* Anglican, Roman was issued.
Catholic, Presbyterian or
Quaker clergyman could
perform marriage for men
and women over the age
of 21 (or with parental
consent if younger) after
banns pubfishe 3
consecutive weeks
6
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Anglican Church

* Earliest records start in 1786 in Gagetown

— Births and marriages only

* Original parish records held at the Diocese of Fredericton

Archives
Historical Records of the Diocese

nb.anglican.ca

8

nb.anglican.ca

9
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Anglican Registers Project

* New Brunswick Genealogical Society created an
online database for digitized and transcribed
baptisms, marriages, and deaths recorded in the
Anglican records held at the Provincial Archives
(PANB)

* Guest account can browse Registers

* NBGS membership required to search by name,
location, event type, date, etc.

10

s g

Mome  SearcnAusources = Geerations Joumal  venis  Memoensiip  Branches - About -

Ancestra Unas
Anglican Regisvers
Cometery & Buriai Resourees
Corus Rsconds

Famity Bibie Regiters
Famity Foders

Famity Hictories

Firs Families

Land & baps

Lneary Racords

The Anglican Registers Project (ARP)

Life Events

Search ARP Registers @
Search for a Register
OR
Select a Register by its ID
arp.nbgstwo.ca
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RegisterID  * EventType = County = Parish Earliest Record Date ~ Latest Record Date ~ View Page Images.

- -

_
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8350515
835-05-15
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arp.nbgstwo.ca/registers

13

Register MC223-B1-6A

Parish{es)  Buthusst

County Slouceste

Event Types.

Humberof 261
Images

Date Range.

Privacy

14
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Gloucester County, New Brunswick
Baptism Book 1864

15
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Marianne Grey Otty Database

* Marianne Grey Otty, an author and local historian, transcribed
Anglican Church records from the Gagetown area

* The original records were kept by travelling ministers between
1786 to 1841. They include baptisms, marriages, and deaths

* Inaddition to Gagetown, they include the communities
of Fredericton, Saint Marys, Lincoln, Grand Lake,
‘Waterborough, Long Island, Wickham, Hampstead,
Maugherville, Petersville, Sheffield, Kingston, Springfield,
Greenwich, and Saint John

¢ Original records are held at the New Brunswick Museum
Archives

16

-
THE LOYALIST COLLECTION
&>

Home = The Marianne Grey Oty Database

The Marianne Grey Otty Database

Introduction

17

Record Search

Search Location

Found 4139 tities: snowing page 1 of 83

LastMame ® FirstName®  Sex EventType® Location Event Details
Cole Louisa Dau  Baptism Waterborough Jeremiah & Amia Feb. 19, farmes, Black
Cole Eisa? Debbois Baptism Waterborough Jeremiah & Amia Feb. 19, farmes, Black
1783-12:01  Nickerson  (Mrs) Death Gagetown Buried Wife to Thomas.
Nickerson
1782-12:01 Samuel Death Gagetown Buried Black man who was
drowned
1786:05.22  Stevens Sally Dau  Baptism Beaver Harbour/ Shadrach & lyddia

loyalist.lib.unb.ca/motty

18

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

8/17/2026




Class 3: Tides of History: Tracing Family History in Atlantic Canada 8/17/2026

Roman Catholic Church

* Records kept by Acadians from 1679-1758 - found
in the Drouin Collection

* Four dioceses:
— Bathurst
— Edmundston
— Moncton
— Saint John

St. Pius Catholic
Church in Saint John,
New Brunswick

19

Baptist
* First Baptist congregation founded in 1763 in Middle

Sackville - 13 Baptist settlers came from Swansea,
Massachusetts

* Original records held at the Maritime Baptist Archives at
Acadia University in Wolfville, Nova Scotia

Middle Sackville Baptist
Church, New Brunswick
— First Baptist Church in
Canada

20

COLLECTIONS

”

Baptist Records

Search within Collection

Description

The Canadian Bagtistsof Atlantic Canadis (CBAC). It Sub Collections
00

digital-archives.acadiau.ca/baptist-records

21
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Zion [Yarmouth County, N.5) United Baptist Church
Dates Covered: 1767102015

Albaey, Prince Caunty, PE. (1)
Albert County, N8 (21)

Affiliation

Type:

digital-archives.acadiau.ca/baptist-records

22

Methodist

* New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island Methodist Conference organized in July
1874.

¢ On 10 June 1925, the United Church of Canada
was formed.

* Records kept at the Fundy-St. Lawrence Dawning
Waters and Regional Council in Sackville

23

United Church

* Includes Methodist and Presbyterian

* Earliest records date back to 1753 (general records) and
then earliest parish was Fredericton (1794)

¢ The archives of the United Church of Canada (Maritime
Conference) are largely held at the Provincial Archives of
New Brunswick.

St. David's United
Church - Rothsay, New
Brunswick

24

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 8



Class 3: Tides of History: Tracing Family History in Atlantic Canada

Databases on

Online Church Records

Same Database on

FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com
* Canada, New Brunswick Acadia, Canada, Vital
Births and Baptisms, 1819- and Church Records
1899 (Drouin Collection), 1757-
— Index and images of typed 1946

extracts of late registrations — Index and images of Catholic

church records (in French)

* New Brunswick, Select
Births and Baptisms, 1819-
1899

— Index only, images on
FamilySearch

25

Civil Registration

* Mandatory civil registration begins in 1888

* Microfilmed births, marriages, and deaths:
— Births, 1800-1924
— Marriages, 1790-1969
— Deaths, 1815-1951
— Late registrations of births, 1810-1899

26

Online Vital Records

Databases on FamilySearch.org Same Database on Ancestry.com

Acadia, Canada, Vital and Church Records
(Drouin Collection), 1757-1946
— index and images of Catholic church
records (in French)

*  Canada, New Brunswick Provincial Returns of *
Births, and Late Registrations, 1810-1906
— Index and images

*  Canada, New Brunswick Provincial Returns
of Marriages and Late Registrations, 1920-1950~  New Brunswick, Select Births and Baptisms,
— Index and images 1819-1899
— index only, images on FamilySearch

*  Marriage Bonds, 1810-1932 (Index, 1810-
1932)

— indexand images

New Brunswick Marriage Registers, 1792-1889
— index and images

*  New Brunswick Provincial Returns
of Marriage, 1887-1919
— index and images

27
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Online Vital Records Cont'd

Databases on Same Databases on
FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com
* New Brunswick Provincial Returns < New Brunswick,
of Deaths, 1815-1919 Canada, Deaths, 1888-
-Images only (index on the 1938
Provincial Archies web site) -Index and images

28
Later New Brunswick VR's
Recent New Brunswick records must be obtained
from Vital Statistics Office
* Births 1930 to present
* Marriages 1976 to present
* Deaths 1976 to present
29
Vital Record Substitutes
* Daniel E Johnson's New Brunswick Newspaper
Vital Statistics (Provincial Archives of New
Brunswick)
* St. John County Burial Permits, 1889-1919
(FamilySearch)
30
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Nova Scotia

Roman Catholic

* Records kept by Acadians from 1679-1758

¢ Three Diocese:

— Antigonish
— Halifax
— Yarmouth

Ukrainian Catholic
Church of the Holy
Ghost in North Sydney,
Nova Scotia

32

Anglican

* The Church of England
combines Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island within
one diocese of Nova Scotia

¢ The Diocese Archives is located
at Halifax, Nova Scotia

St. John's Anglican
Church in Lunenburg,
Nova Scotia

33
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Baptist

* Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
Baptist Association was formed at
Lower Granville on June 23, 1800,
and included 10 churches.

*  Records are kept at the Maritime
Baptist Archives at the Vaughan
Library, Acadia University in
‘Wolfville, Nova Scotia

* "Baptist Heritage in Atlantic
Canada" series began in 1979.
— Includes vital record
transcriptions like the Diary of
Joseph Dimock which includes
275 marriages performed by

him between 1794 and 1845. First Baptist Church of
Halifax, Nova Scotia

34

Presbyterian

s

The Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia
was formed on 3 July
1817.

* Three presbytery:
— Cape Breton
— Pictou

St. Andrew's Church,
Sydney, Nova Scotia -
circa 1914

— Halifax and Lunenburg

35

United Church

*  On 10 June 1925, the United
Church of Canada was
formed.

*  Records kept at the
Bermuda-Nova
Scotia Regional Council
Archives at Sackville, New
Brunswick

Central United Church
- Lunenburg, Nova
Scotia

36
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Lutheran

* Earliest records date back to
1772 in Lunenburg

* Priscilla Haines transcribed
the birth/baptismal records
from 1783-1793

(FamilySearch)
Zion Evangelic Lutheran
Church - Lunenburg, Nova Scotia
37
Quakers
* Records date back to 1786 in
Dartmouth
* Original records held at the
Rhode Island Historical
Society

* Digitized and on
FamilySearch under town of
Dartmouth

— Preparative Meeting
Minutes, 1787-1798

Quaker House - Dartmouth,
Nova Scotia

.
Online Church Records
Databases on Same databases on
FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com
*  Nova Scotia Church Records, 1720- *  Acadia, Canada, Vital and
2001 Church Records (Drouin
-Mostly Catholic and Church of Collection), 1757-1946
England -Index and images of Catholic
-Images only (partially searchable) church records (in French)
* Nova Scotia, Antigonish Catholic * Nova Scotia,
Diocese 1823-1905 Canada, Antigonish
-covers parishes in the counties of Catholic Baptisms, Marriages,
Antigonish, Inverness, Richmond, Cape and Burials, 1823-1905
Breton, Pictou, Victoria, and -Index only
Guysborough
-Images only (and searchable)

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 13



Class 3: Tides of History: Tracing Family History in Atlantic Canada

¢ Pre-1864

in 1702

resumed.

Civil Registration

— Vital records were entered in township books starting
— Not all township books survive
— No townships on Cape Breton Island

* Mandatory registration started in 1864

* In 1876, the government stopped registration for
births and deaths (only marriages were recorded)

* On 1 Oct. 1908, birth and death registrations

40
o o
Online Vital Records
Databases on Same databases on
FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com
Nova Scotia Births, 1864-1877 * Nova Scotia, Canada,
-Index and images Births, 1840-1921
) 5 -Index with images
Nova Scotia Delayed Births, 1837- e et N S
1904 . .
Sl el s archives web site
*  Canada, Nova Scotia * Nova Scotia,
Marriages, 1711-1909 Canada, Marriages, 1763-
“Index and images 1945
-Index with
Nova Scotia Marriage Bonds, 1763- images accessed at Nova
87l A Scotia archives web site
-Index and images
41
o . 1
Online Vital Records Cont'd
Databases on Same Databases on
FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com
* Nova Scotia Deaths, 1864-1877 * Nova Scotia, Canada, Deaths,
- Index and images 1864-1877, 1890-1970
- Index
* Nova Scotia Deaths, 1890-1955 with images accessed at
- Index and images Nova Scotia archives web
site
* Nova Scotia Deaths, 1956-1957
- Index and images
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Township Books

* Out of undeveloped lands, counties and townships
were carved out.

* When the population of the township had reached
fifty, the township was allowed to send a
representative to the provincial Legislative Assembly

* Township system was abolished in 1859

* In addition to vital records, township records list land
transactions, cattle marks, and more. These mirror the
New England town records.

Earliest records date back to 1702 in Argyle

43

o Ablnlly 1t Horn i Sl Fom & Doy of Fudi
el sy Akl o s
YRS MY § ;

44
Published Township Records
at American Ancestors Research Center
Argyle Aylesford
45
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e e U CNCRCR o T
Book of records for the township of Annapolis 1822 [dates cover 1747, 1774-
1874, 1884)

it Ao Known As Nova sotia v e of b, marriages and deaths, 1747, 1774-1874, 1654,

Authors

Forma

Langusge

publication Date

Publisher

Phpsical

FamilySearch.org

46

Notes

Mrofim of recceds in possession f the Pubie Archaves of owa SCotia, Hablax

Subjects

Locality Subjects

Film/Digital Notes

Note Location cattectiavshet Fam S Erecy anoar Format

A tiov ot Axives

Township Records at the Nova Scotia Archives

Results 186 35 from your search:

archives.novascotia.ca

48
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VR's at the Nova Scotia Archives

* Births (1864-1877, 1908-1921, delayed
registrations 1830-1921)

* Marriages (1864-1946) and marriage bonds
(1763-1864).

¢ Deaths (1864-1877, 1908-1972)
* City of Halifax deaths (1890-1908).

49

archives.novascotia.ca/vital-statistics

50

Later Nova Scotia VR's

Recent Nova Scotia records must be obtained from
Vital Statistics, Service Nova Scotia and Municipal
Relations department.

* Births 1926 to present

* Marriages 1951 to present

* Deaths 1976 to present

51
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Vital Record Substitutes

* Nova Scotia Coroners Inquisitions 1755-1928
(FamilySearch)

* Divorces and Matrimonial cause case files
1759-1951 (FamilySearch)

* Newspapers at the Nova Scotia Archives

» Cemetery transcriptions, Nova Scotia, 1700's-
1900's

52

P 0O D L @ men

Coroners' inquisitions, Nova Scotia : 1755-1928

Authors

1 (A Actho

Format Nicraim 38mm

53

FamilySearch.org

54
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Coroner's Inquest, 30 Apr. 1912

8/17/2026

55
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Coroners Inquisition, George Rosenshine, 30
Apr. 1912

56
Divorces and Matrimonial
Cause Case Files 1759-1951

57
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w
; Aalders (Douglas Eugene) Aalders (June ¥vonne) E 4608 1960
=) | Abboic Abbou c-142 1919
Abbott Abbott Ei183 1942

Abbott (Joha Amold) Abbott (Patricia Jacqueline) E 4105 1958

Abraham (Elizabeth Josephine) Abraham (David) E 4430 1959

Acker (Agnes Joyee) Acker (Cecil Lormaine) E 5251 1962

Acker (Coral) Acker (Lewis) E1333 1947

Acker (Gladys Sophia) Acker (Robert Absalom) D297 1933

Acker (Pauline Ruby) Acker (Cecil Lorraine) E 3758 1957

Ackles (Ralph) Ackles (Mary) E 1242 1947

FamilySear

59

FamilySearch.org

60
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adulters whSh & San e sise 1s mevn 1o our Petitioaers

orce Case, Abbott v. Abbott, 1919,
FamilySearch

61

Newspapers

chives.novascotia.ca/newspape

62

o LRGN R

[Cemetery transcriptions, Nova Scotia, 1700's-1900's]
- . SR —
Language Erplon
Pubcaton e -
Pusiner Fined by th Gemeslogicl Sty o s
e stpubicmton 521
oyt
Notes
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8/17/2026

e e e 2] e

FamilySearch.org

64

QUESTIONS?

Prince Edward Island

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Anglican

* No Anglican Church
Diocese for Prince
Edward Island - it's part
of the Diocese of Nova
Scotia in Halifax

St. Paul's Anglican Church -
Charlottetown, PEI

67

Roman Catholic

* First priest arrived in 1721

* In 1772, Scottish Catholics
came led by Fr. James
McDonald

Many of the Catholic
records have been
microfilmed and are on
FamilySearch - through
about 1900

St. Anne's Roman Catholic
Church - Lennox Island, PEI

68

Baptist

* InJuly 1868, the Prince Edward
Island Baptist Association was
organized - 13 churches,
membership of 600. It was dismissed
from the Nova Scotia Eastern
Association.

* Records are kept at the
Maritime Baptist Archives at the
Vaughan Library, Acadia University
in Wolfville, Nova Scotia

St. John the Baptist Church
in Miscouche, PEI

69
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Methodist

* Led by Joseph Avard, Methodist preacher from England,
who came to Charlottetown in 1806

* First Methodist minister in 1807 — Rev. James Bulpitt

¢ New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island Methodist
Conference organized in July 1874. Prince Edward Island
was its own district. In 1893, divided into two districts,
Charlottetown and Summerside.

¢ On 10 June 1925, the United Church of Canada was
formed.

70
o
United Church
* In 1925, half of the Presbyterians and all of the
Methodists joined the United Church presbytery.
* Many of the United Church records are at the
Public Archives of Prince Edward Island and have
been microfilmed.
71
5
Online Church Records
Databases on Same Databases on
FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com
*  Prince Edward Island Baptism Prince Edward Island,
Card Index, 1721-1885 Baptism Index, 1788-1943
- Prepared by the Division of - Index only
Vital Statistics from church
records Prince Edward Island,
-Index and images Canada, Baptisms, Marriages,
Burials, 1780-1982
*  Prince Edward Island Church - Index and images
Records, 1777-1985
- Mostly from Protestant
churches
- Images only
72
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Civil Registration

* Mandatory registration started in 1906

* Marriage records date back to 1787
— Some gaps between 1813 and 1824
— Clergy provided marriage registers between 1832 and
1923
— Marriage licenses 1787-1919
— Marriage bonds 1849-1902

* 1906-present vital records are at the Office of Vital
Statistics in Montague

73
. .
Online Vital Records
Databases on Same Databases on
FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com
*  Marriage Registers, 1832-1888 *  Prince Edward Island,
-Index and images Canada, Marriage Registers,
1832-1888
* Canada, Prince Edward Island -Index and images
Card Death Card Index, 1721-
1905 s Prince Edward Island,
-Index and images Canada, Death Card Index,
1810-1913
-Index and images
74
" .
Vital Record Substitutes
* Cemetery Transcript Collection (FamilySearch)
¢ Master Name Index
* Newspapers — IslandNewspapers.ca
75
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[ 08O R O @ e

(Cemetery transcript collection

Authers s B Mhvien & erkacs Eceniation Wt
Format Necronim 16
Language ng

Fublication Date

Pusiisner Microfimed by the Public Archiees o Pince Fdward T
Place o Publication [l ——
Physicat 4 microin rocis  16rmim.

Notes

Microhie of kgl ecoed ot the PEL Heritage Foundatian, Charkotetown, PLE

emeterics are grouped by k.

76

Notes.

Microfilm of ariginal records at the P.E.L Heritage Foundation, Charlot

Cemeteries are grouped by locaiity lots.

Some cemetery transcriptions include histories of churches and cemeteries.

Contents: Misceflaneous (Milburn family plot. Milburn West United Church Cemetery, Gillespie
Family Plot) - lot 1-1 Anglo R Catholic Cemetery - lot 1-2 St. Simon & St jude R.C. Church
Cemetery, Tignish - lot 13 Tignish United Church Cemetery - lot 21 Immaculate Conception R.C
€. Cemetery, Palmers Road - ot 2:2 Greenmount Church of Christ Cemetery - lot 31

inegash United Cemetery, St. Lawrence District (Presbyterian) - lot 3-2 Alma United Baptist
rch Cemetery - lot 3-3 Holy Trinity Anglican Church Cemetery (Alma)  lot 3-4 Montrose
(Presbyterian) - lot 3.5 Christ Church Anglican Cemetery (Kiidare Capes) ~ lot 36

Montrose Gordon Piot - lot 4-1 Nazarene United (Eimsdale) - lot 4-2 St. Peter's Anglican
(Alberton) - fot 4-3 O1d Dotk Cemetery Presbyterian (Alberton) - lot 4-4 Hillrest United

Iberton] - lot 4.5 Woodlawn Cemetery (Alberton) - lot 4.6 Campbeliton United
Jot 5-1 - Alberton Baptist - lot 5-1 Baptist Cemetery Union (Alberton) - lot 5.2
Cascumpeque United Methodist - ot 5-3 5t. Anthony's R.C.C. Cemetery, Bloomfield - lot 54

Sacred Heart RLC. Church Cemetery (near Albertan) - lot 55 Old Roman Cathy
1ot 56 Megaison Family pi umpeque - 1ot 6-1 Bloomfield United Cemetery

ascumpeque

1oL 6:2 5t. Luke's Anglican Church Cemetery, Woodtock/O'Leary (near Elmsdale) - 1ot 6:3 Mount
Royal People’s Cemetery, Mt Royal - kot 6-4 Casumpeque Cemetery — lot 6.4 Hardy Family plot.

umpeque ot 7-1 Cape Wolfe United Church Cemetery - lot 7-2 West Cape United Church
Cemetery - lot 7-3 West Cape Presbyterian Cemetery — lot 7-4 Springfield west United Baptist

Cemetery - lot 7-5 SL Mark's Roman Catholic Church Cemetery, BUrton - kot 8.1 Glenwood Field
Cemetery - lot6-2

5

& Jacques Cemetery (United Church Cemetery

1 West) - lot

77

Image Group Number

Note Location Cobectiorvshelt Fim Forma
Cemeterics. & United States & Canada Film -
Cometeres ots 21-8ots 347 exceps 3 : nSncom]  United Stes & Canada il 14STI4T  TI94TH &
Cemeteics ot 348 2 United States & Canada i @

s 38.1.bos 67.6,28.2 Guole VouranRecr]  United States & Canada Flm  1STHS 7760488 -

About this record

78
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Hews B trents Cometsics  Mamberitp  Shop  DONATE

Search Records

Clicking the green SEARCH buttons with take you to a Geogle Sheet where you can search for records.

How to search in Google Sheets:

1. Click the appropriate green SEARCH button below, based on family name you are searching
2. The Gaogle Sheet document will open.
3. Press "Ctrl  ° (Windows/ChromeO$) or

" (Mac) on your keyboard.

. Use the navigatio

rows to move between instances (see red box below)

Search Records by Family Name starting with:

peigs.ca/search-records

79

am Fecssanno @ &

L BB o BY

peigs.ca/search-records

80

Island Newspapers Qsearcn  Sroms Gnibits Timetine  dirsctory  Abont v

Jsland Newspapers

islandnewspapers.ca

81
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Newfoundland and
Labrador

Anglican Church

* Earliest records

— Trinity, 1753 for baptisms only

— Harbour Grace, 1775 for baptisms, marriages, burials

— Bonavista, 1786 for baptisms and marriages
— St. John's 1752 for marriages,
1790 for baptisms

St. Luke’s Anglican Church, ‘
Port de Grave ¥

83

Methodist Church

* Therise of Methodism
— Rev. Laurence Coughlan (1766)

Earliest records in Carbonear,

Conception Bay

* Many converts from Anglican church

o dland District established in
1815 - part of the British Wesleyan
Conference

* Newfoundland Methodists accepted
majority decision to become part of the
United Church of Canada in 1925

84
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United Church

* Records kept at the First Dawn Eastern Edge
Regional Council Archives in St John’s
— Also has pre-1925 records of the Presbyterian,
Methodist, and Congregational congregations in
the Maritimes which joined The United Church of
Canada in 1925

85

Roman Catholic Church
* Established 1783
| ///M,u/ ZZC/ // wm/a/w/%m//wd

* St. John’s Basilica

— 1793 marriages { //
— 1802 bapti ;
bt Aot ///// il

record place of origin

7
¢ Harbour Grace area ‘ [/,«1/ Wré/m/ /{ﬂ/M ﬂ// ’I%fﬂ ‘
— 1806 baptisms / // 7?
— 1812 marriages L {”’a /jm//// ,,a/an/-,/ 7 /4 s ;/
) - -—

* King’s Cove, Trinity Bay
— 1815 for baptisms and

1821 ma.rrlag-e of

marriages Patrick Shanahan, Mooncoin, County
Kilkenny to Margaret Stafford of
*  Burial records begin much later Taghmon, County Wexford

86

Baptist Church

No Baptist church or minister

Revs. J. B. McDonald, George Armstrong, spent a few
weeks in missionary work in 1875.

* Rev. George Armstrong evangelized for nine weeks in
1879.

* Records are kept at the Maritime Baptist Archives at the
Vaughan Library, Acadia University in Wolfville, Nova
Scotia
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Online Church Records

Databases on Same Database on
FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com
* Newfoundland * Newfoundland Church
Church Records, 1793-1945 Records, 1793-1899
— Mostly Roman CatholicA . — Index and images
records for ten communities
o Commdt, Newimmdlmd * Newfoundland Births,
Vital Statistics, 1753-1893 Marriages, and Deaths,
— Dept of Public Health and 1757-1901
Welfare program — Index and images

— Church transcripts mostly
from Protestant churches

88

Civil Registration
* Begins 1891/1892

* Clergy submitted information until 1948

* Microfilmed BMD:
— Births, 1891-1899
— Marriages, 1891-1922
— Deaths, 1891-1949
— Late registrations of births, 1840-1915

89

Late Registration of Birth for
Catherine Frances Keefe

v

nilertne “rances,deushter of James (eefe

4 born at Creat Jarrisway,

tarish of ilarentis,Newf-undland,in the year

90,and was baptized on the 4th day of Oct-
Record of

over,in the same year,by the Rev,M,A Cleney,

baptism
from Sacred
Heart Parish “porvorn:JohnChant; (e therine Xeete,
of Placentia ;
Issued %TI: f Fleher
August 1924 //'

Tlecentia, =

Newfoundl md, ind

78724,
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Online Vital Records

Databases on Same databases on
FamilySearch.org Ancestry.com

* Canada, Newfoundland Newfoundland, Canada,

Vital Records, 1840-1949 Births, Marriages, and
- Original vital records Deaths, 1850-1949
from the Provincial - Index and images
Archives

Newfoundland and
Labrador, Canada Death
Certificates, 1950-1968

- Searchable with images

- Index and images

91

Later Newfoundland and Labrador
VR's
Recent Newfoundland & Labrador VR's must be

obtained from the Vital Statistics Division in St.
John's, Newfoundland:

* Births 1920 to present

* Marriages 1923 to present

* Deaths 1969 to present

92

Vital Record Substitutes

* Births, Deaths & Marriages in Newfoundland
Newspapers by Gertrude Crosbie

— Index available online on Ancestry.com

* Royal Gazette and Newfoundland Advertiser:
Vital Statistics and Other Items, [1810-1873] by Mildred
Howard

« Vital Statistics and Items from Newspapers, 1831-
1872by Mildred Howard

93
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Cemeteries
* Family History Society of NL

— Transcription Project
— Cemetery Database

* Stonepics.com

— Name Index
— CD-ROM
* Websites
— Grand Banks
* Has Stonepics index
— GenWeb
Fox Harbour Cemetery, Fox Harbour, NL
94
.
Cemeteries
B BT VI CHAER S OLEY.
INMEMGRY 6r H1s WIFE
ELIZABETHY: s
\ ¥WHo OIEn FER? 272 J87),
MECED @5 YrRpss
ALSOPETER SEAITH.
Orep JARS 27 Qs
ACED T 0SSy ARl
95
Newspapers
¢ Earliest newspaper est. 1806 in St. -

Johns

¢ Gert Crosbie Collection: Births,
Marriages, Deaths, 1810-1890

— Online index at Ancestry.com

tarbour, Newloundland

— Covers St. John’s and Eastern
Newfoundland

* Newspapers online at Memorial
University, Digital Archives
Initiative

Transcriptions on Newfoundland
genealogy websites
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QUESTIONS?

Divorce Records

Divorce Law

* From 1840-1968 - Many divorces were granted by acts of
Parliament

* From 1867-1968, some provinces required the person wanting
to obtain a divorce to place a notice in the newspapers.

* From 1867-1963, a transcript of the act of divorce was published
in the Statutes of Canada.

* 1968 - First federal Divorce Act passed by Parliament

— Central Registry of Divorce Proceedings is created.
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Acts of divorce, 1841-1968

Search Acts of divorce, 1841-1968

This index

..... cos held at LAC. The
entries include acts p: nd Senate resolutions app 4 to 1968, Each entry includes:

« the full name:

the petitioner and their spouse
« the publication where the document appears
© the year of publication

* the chapter o reference number of the act of resolution

With that infermation, look fer the publication nline:

Digitized acts and resolutions

Find the digitized

resolutions on the free websites Canadiana and Internet Archive. Coverage includes:

Each act o resolution usually includes.

canada.ca/en/library-archives/collection

100

Collection search _ I

Collection search

Sasicseach

Advanced keyword search

canada.ca/en/library-archives/collection

101

Found In: Acts of divorce, 1841 to 1968 X Al these words: Monteith X

Unitedto - Archies Geneslogy  Ubrary mages

Life event:

Available niine ©: (<%

Faish

canada.ca/en/library-archives/collection
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Act of Divorce, John Monteith, 1887

8/17/2026

103

New Brunswick Divorce Records

¢ 1847-1990 - Records are at the Provincial
Archives (indexed 1847-1984)

* Note: post-1940 records are the Archives are
housed offsite. Order them at least 24 hours ahead
of time.

* For the 1984-present records, contact the Central
Registry Office Court House in Fredericton

104

Nova Scotia Divorce Records

¢ Pre-1960, records are at the Archives for Nova
Scotia in two series:

— Court for Divorce and Matrimonial Causes
case files

— Divorce Cause files

* 1960-present — Divorces kept in area where
divorce occurred.

105
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PEI Divorce Records

* 1867-1946 - at the Senate of Canada, Office of the
Law Clerk and Parliamentary Counsel

* In 1930, the court granting divorce was dissolved and
divorces had to be obtained through an act
of Parliament.

* 1946-1980 - Index is at the Sir Louis Henry Davis Law
Courts in Charlottetown; Original records are at the
Prince Edward Island Archives

* 1981-present - records are at the Davis Law Court

106

Newfound and Labrador Divorce
Records

* Required an Act of Parliament to grant a divorce

* Held by the Unified Family Court in St. John's,
Newfoundland for 60% of province

* Remaining records are at the local records office
(six centers) where divorce occurred

107

Other Vital Record

Substitutes

108
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E7 American Ancestors i (D) i
Search Events Join/Renew  Give LoMionNames  Pubiations  Expenthen  Toos  Projects  Camtar & it
Search Database B sovecsearches

@ Canadian Headstones: Comatery Heritage Records of Canada
Browse This Database

First Name: Last Name
...... wt Narme oo
Record Type Location =
Veluma Page e
- Report an Error
Date of Birth Date of Death

For questions abaut

AmericanAncestors.org
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CANADIAN g
HEADSTONES

v

ANCESTOR SEARCH (EXACT SEARCH)

Canadian Gamatery News

canadianheadstones.ca
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ok for Poen Pt ama p— [ onstn oot ooy ol

canadianheadstones.ca

111

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 37



Class 3: Tides of History: Tracing Family History in Atlantic Canada

ona

1+ Canaca, Obituary Cotiection, 1998-Current

Canada, Obituary Collection, 1898-Current

= ~

Related data collections

112

ANCESTY  Horm Tes Gomih M DA o= v 0.0 s
Card Catalog
Searchable kaiog o srecod colections
St By e =
— e

Category  Records
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o

i

RECENT OBITUARIES

Line umm.g»e

Pibe e,

Rovert Guilemetie e
Aas 0E DECES Rovert 8
‘Gusemens (1632:2026) A
Sakiledore e 20 et
2008, est ceosoe
rensieur Roten
‘Gusemete, dpous e

Darvs La Roche. Ele ste.

ﬂ ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS
NMEMORIAM.C
A JAMAIS DANS NOS COEURS

PLACE ANNOUNCEMENT MEMORIALWEBSITE DONATIONS DIRECTORY LOGIN CONTACTUS. UGS, PGS

Gemma Laroche (Née
- Bilodeau)
ABectons, o 2 50t 2026,
2 1ige ge 88 ans, est

Becdeau, épouse oe fou

Syivie Paguente

Paistiement &
m.mm,mzm Commnsvie e 2 aoit
200, g e 05 s st
O [ ‘Gtoidés macame Sytve
froiai Paquate,réscents ds
carencge Saon

QUICK SEARCH

= PLACE AN OBITUARY

MEMORIAL WERSITE

inmemoriam.ca
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Review

| 1. Church records are a valuable substitute
for early vital records of your ancestors.

| 2. It'simportant to know which
denomination your ancestor belonged
to, the location where they lived, and
the time period to find relevant
records.

o

Remember that not every record is
online. Seek out offline repositories for
church records that are not digitized.

AR AR N R N RN RN

[EE
[ERN
w

QUESTIONS?

116
Consultations
Book a one-on-one
consultation with
a genealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!
AmericanAncestors.org/ -
: AN ME
Expert-Help/Consultations @ SRR
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£ American Ancestors,

Search Events Join/Renew  Give oMition Names  Publications  ExpertMelp  Tosls  Prjects  Centers &initiathes.

Tiko of istory: Tracing Farmity Mistoey In Atiantic Canada

Tides of History: Tracing Family History in Atlantic Canada

https://www.americanancestors.org/tides-history-tracing-family-history-atlantic-canada
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/education
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