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Tides of History:
Tracing Family History in
Atlantic Canada

Class 1: Introduction to Atlantic
Canada

Judy Lucey, Special Collections Manager

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors,

ANaTiONAL CENTER FOR FamiLy History, Heitae & CuLture

Meet today’s presenter

Judy Lucey

Special Collections Manager

Presentation (60 mins.)

 Introduction
* Peopling of Atlantic Canada
* Records and Repositories

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
Judy Lucey
Special Collections Manager

4
.
Session Roadmap
Introduction
Peopling of Atlantic Canada
Historical Overview
Records and repositories
Timeline of events 16% to | First Nations
20% century ) Research strategies
Major European groups
Online resources
Early settlements of the | Provincial Archives and
region other Repositories
Resources for
Newfoundland and
Labrador
5
. .
Researching Atlantic Canada
Maritime Canada Atlantic Canada
6
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16th and 17th
Centuries:
Voyages of Discovery,

Cod, and Struggle for
control

Voyages of Discovery

* Europeans:
— Voyages of discovery

10 century Norse (Viking)
settlements in "
Newfoundland JACQUES CARTIER'S VOYAGES
1497 John Cabot claims e
e e e o Cartier's socond trip (1535-36) Modern state/province boundary
1534 Jacques Cartier N Labrador
colonization for France
1604 Samuel de Champlain
and Pierre Dugua de Mons,
early settlements in Arcadia

«— Cartier's firsttrip (1534) Modern international boundary

CANADA

*  Fishing and Fur trade
— Europeans drawn to cod
fishery
— Basque whalers
— French establish fur trade in
Nova Scotia UNITED STATES e

© Encyclopsedia Britannica, Inc. G100 Z00km

17th century

* Establishment of Acadia
¢ 1604 at Ile St. Croix . AP o ACADIA
(Maine) N /%

* 1605 - Champlain ‘
moves to Port Royal
(Annapolis)  f%

* 1632-1653 first core
group of settlers
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setement
fort or trading post

A mission andior
Indian vilage

~+— British movement

<¢— French movement

Indian raid

17th century Colonial Wars

10

18th Century:
Deportation, British
Dominance and

Settlement

France

Great Brtain

Terriories ceded by France
o Great Bitain by the
Treaty of Utrechtin 1713

Cities

¢ Forls

Lousiana o Crasason 1680)
Ly R ey
Bt g (172 2 O 1702
L8 Nouveke-Ontars (1718) . Buom (1890

Guilf of

Me

North America 1750

12
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Acadian Deportation

* Begins 1755
— Bay of Fundy area
— 7000 people

* Deported to American
colonies

* Some escaped to Ile St.-Jean
and New France

e 1758-1762
— 3000 from Ile St.-Jean to
France
— 1500 from Halifax to Boston
but refused entrance

13

Loyalist Migration

¢ 1775-1783

* Largest group to Nova .
Scotia . 5 i

— 34,000 to 35,000 loyalists

¢ New Brunswick

— Created from Nova Scotia
1784

— About 10,000 loyalists

¢ Prince Edward Island Loyalists Landing in the British Colonies

* Quebec and Ontario

14

19th and 20th
Centuries:
Confederation,

Economic Woes, and
Out Migration
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Joining the Dominion of Canada

* Confederation
— 1867 Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick

— 1873 Prince Edward
Island

* Economic downturn
1860s to 1900
— Leads to out migration

Provinces of Canada
July 1, 1867 to July 15, 1870

16

Out Migration

* Emigration to the
“Boston States” and
Canada

* Peak migration 1860s to
early 1900s

Boston-bound steamers in
Yarmouth Harbor, Nova Scotia,
1900(Global Boston, Boston
College)

17

Peopling of Atlantic
Canada
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First Nations

* Maritime Archaic Indians
— Roughly 7,500 years ago
— Hunting and fishing culture

— Newfoundland and
Labrador

* Algonquin and Abenkaki
— Mi kmags, Maliseet, others

— Nomadic life living off
resources in and around the
sea

2
ATLANTIC

8/3/2026

19

Wabanaki Confederacy

Image by Grug-Jack via Wikipedia

Commons
Major Groups
* English
— West County settlers to
Newfoundland Bhack Lagalisf Yolllemenls
— Yorkshire settlers to Nova .
Scotia 1772-1775 -
— Loyalists and Black Loyalists
Sydneyiea
* New England Planters T E
a Fasbaro o
. Forelgn Protesta.l'lts St.John River area Cormwallis/Horton area ;‘;‘;ﬁw‘fwﬂ:t
. Oonapolisares Prstonama 50
- Lunenberg, Nova Scotia . “Dpyara Dbaifix
Weymoutnaea
* Scots and Scots-Irish oBiton
& Wrort Mouton
Sheburne
e Irish
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West Country Settlers to
Newfoundland

* John Guy and 1610
settlement of Cupid’s
Cove

* “West Country”
* Devon
* Dorset
* Somerset
* Hampshire

* Leaving from Bristol
and Poole

English Shore in 16705, Newfoundland and Labrador
Heritage Web Site

22

Pre-1775 to Nova
Scotia, New

Brunswick, and PEI

New Englanders to Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick

Dlonter WMograti

QRowtes 1759-1774

24
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Foreign Protestants

* Peak period 1750-1752

* German states, Switzerland,
Montbeliard

* Eleven ships in 1751-1752

* Range of occupations —
bakers, blacksmiths,
tanners, surgeons and
shoemakers

Early Scottish settlers
Earliest settlement 1620s Cape Breton and Bay of Fundy
« Settlements failed and surrendered to France in 1632
'l Highland Scots _—
« Peak period 1770 to 1815
« Arrival of the Hector in 1773 to Pictou, NS
‘mad  Scottish Catholics to PEI 1772 _
« Families of MacDonald, Campbell, Beaton, and MacIntyre
Irish and Scots Irish
¢ Newfoundland
* 17t & 18 c. seasonal cod
fishery
* “Two boaters”
N
+ Irish Catholics 433 701810
* 1815-1830s &
 Southeast counties of Ireland =
THOUSANDS OF MICRANTS SAILED
. 1 ANNUALLY FROM HERE TO WORK
Scots-Irish ON THE GRAND BANKS COD
* Alexander McNutt, Land FISHERY OFF NEWFOUNDLAND
Agent
* Settlers from Londonderry,
NH and Ulster to Shelburne,
New Dublin (Lunenburg and
Pictou, Co.
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QUESTIONS?

Records and
Repositories

Research Strategies

* Start with yourself and
work backwards

* Focus first on research
in country they settled,
i.e. U.S. records

* Research will be back
and forth process

* Look at a wide variety of

records both primary O’Brien family of Newfoundland playing
and secondary cards in the kitchen

30
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Atlantic Canada research

* Place specific research
— Identify county, township

¢ Start with church records

* Key denominations:

— Catholic (Acadian, Irish,
Scots)

— Anglican (English)

— Presbyterian (Scottish)

— Methodist / United Church

— Baptist (especially NB &
NSI;

St. Luke’s Anglican Church, Port de Grave,
Newfoundland

31

Tip:
Consult Secondary
Sources

Lucille H. Campey
* Learn the history of the
province . -

— Study local community ; £

history
: : - . SoMe EARLY ScoTs

— Atlantic Canada’s e = —
Mentify surroundice. T E _
communities and their g
reCOrdS AFishan Story

— Study groups, their migration

Te PLANTERS
patterns and settlements T s
S Dianeers

SETTLEMENT OF NOVA SCOTIA

* Seek out research by others

— Compilations by historians
and genealogists

WINTHROPP. BELL.

33
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Begin Your Research
Online

history,
resources 1 help you trace yor

Cotlectiens

Select anather stats or region

Vi i i Card Catatog

More help

ps://www.ancestry.com/sea places/canada

35

00 OR QI

Search Historical Records

https://www.familysearch.org/search/

36
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New Brunswick

Welcame 1o aur New Brunswick research page. Weve

& Learning Center E&  Indexed Historical Records

Adlantis Provinces Research Part
2

ik

@ Getlnvolved

New Brunswick research page on
FamilySearch.org

37

B 1mage-Only Historical Records

M catalog Material

Family History Research in Canada, New Brunswick

38

Full Text search option on
FamilySearch.org

@ © @ sovwr s

Unlock new discoveries with Full-
Text Search Startyoursearch

unindesed ver names, dates, and

Q_ Search for a specific collection Q Two Ways to Search

— - Soach e ks oo you Pl e

39
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Search results for “John Lambert”

990ma

1867, 1975, Refer

40
Full Text Via Library Catalog
=
. FULL TEXT
TR ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ SEARCH
ICON
41
Atlantic Canada Research at
American Ancestors
* Published Genealogies &
Family Histories

* Vital Records Indexes &
Transcripts
— Published census indexes

* Loyalist & Migration Records

* Genealogical Journals

* Various records on microfilm
— Some Church records not at
FamilySearch
— Land records PEI
— NB and NS vital records

42
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Library Catalog

£3 American Ancestors

Catalog Search

Search for books, e-books, manuscripts, and microform

Keyword Search
Keywords:

Search fo online resources only

Exampie: ish new york

Looking for
« Seanch for
« Browse Dig

nething else?
dsin American Ancestors databases
y & Archives.

8/3/2026

https://library.nehgs.org/

43

g e

e~

Addtoemllpitquave SelstAll Sweto Ny Lis

)
Mo s s 113

L)

) et e o e .

e

p =

L)

e ;

p ot

L)

Search results for Yarmo ova Scotia

44

American Ancestors
Canadian Databases Using Browse Feature

7 American Ancestors -

Search Events Membership Give R S S SN —

pooo =00

45
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ANotional Cente for Family
nAncestors, History Heritage & Culture et Mo}

Pubkications  Expertfielp  Toals  Signature Proje

ivents Membership Give

A Buief History
by Trica Labbe
Timefine

Introduction

Existing Records

Historical Context

Finding Alds and Other

Family Genealogies.

Periodicals

https://www.americanancestors.org/tools/research-guides

46

Library and Archives of Canada

47

Provincial Archives

* Each province has an
established archive

¢ Collect records related
to its history
— Government records

— Business records
— Personal and family
papers

— Other records The Acadie in Market Slip,
St. John, New Brunswick

48
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Step #1
Use their online

databases first

Step #2

Then explore in-person
or remote research

Tip:
Don’t overlook local
genealogical societies,
libraries, and archives
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New Brunswick

| Hame | Finance and reasury Board | Manaer | Comacts | Frangas.
P - V-

Brunswick

Provincial Archives of New Brunswick
S | b s | eseu

What's New

Corporate Information Management

i Mansgement Uit f he ProvinGal Achvees ioiides Sies ang

https://archives.gnb.ca/

53

Ocaer 15,2025
RS141 Vit St

THE NEW BRUNSWICK IRISH PORTAL

CHOOSE A DATABASE

Doty liok

https://archives.gnb.ca/Irish/databases_en.html

54
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-, THE LOYALIST COLLECTION Sesren frouse About Biog Resesen e CotactUs

1750 1850,

Harriet Irving Library, UNB
. Research appointments are
required for staff assistance.

American Revolution 250 n 2026
The 250 anniversary of the events of the American Revoluion win
Vany nst The Loyatist

https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/home

55

ANSELME-CHIASSON
CENTER FOR ACADIAN
STUDIES

Mencion Compus

https://www.umoncton.ca/umcm-ceaac/

56

‘What's New?

& 3un 2036 s
Angiican Regi
cded 10 the o

2 30m 2026: Mew brick watl query
added

27 May 2026: Lite Memberships
Swarded. Click for more.

‘Welcome to the New Bru i G i i Inc.
NBGS s 8 non-profit organization founded in 1978 to-encoursge and facitate family historical research in New —perrr e
Brunswick, Canada. o i sceess felick for

nEGS I8 = These Is no office, . Gur voiu
mestages az soon as possible.

Generations

57
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Applying for
Canadian Citizenship

Obtaining records for citizenship

Membership  Branches Volunteering  Donations

59

Provincial Government websites

Overview

Find records online

60
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Nova Scotia

Provincial Archives

* Manuscript collections

* Microfilms of Nova
Scotia church records

* Growing collection of
online material

— Vital records

— Land records

— Church records
Nova Scotia Provincial Archives

2014 NEHGS research tour

62

Virtual Archives and Databases /

252022

https://archives.novascotia.ca/virtual/

63
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A

% Nova scotia Archwves

Land Records

Nova Scotia land records online

64

Welcome to MemaryNS.ca

MemoryNS §
oSS

65

Genealogical Association
of

https://novascotiaancestors.ca/

66
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Preserving the Family History of Cape
Breton Island

FEATURED CONTENT

Research Articles Daily Obituaries Census Records

Cape Breton Genealogical and Historical Association

Prince Edward Island

| i[=!

Education and
Early Years

General Inquiries

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/service/search-public-archives-material-online

69
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dlolili=]e/=H |

Memory PEI homepage

70

Fonds Acc4225 - Macdonald family [Georgetown] fonds

-

Finding aid for MacDonald Family Papers

71

Records of PEI's Past

and documenting generations of bianders.

o 50

GeneralQueries:
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Master Name Index

Search Records by Family Name starting with:

5 7 [ 6 ) A =

csrch wil ook ke

QUESTIONS?

Newfoundland and
Labrador
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What makes Newfoundland and
Labrador different?

* British colony
— Cod fishery
— Settlement discouraged

— Seasonal, temporary settlers
until mid to late 18 c.

* Geography and climate

— Majority of communities situated along
the coast

* No self-government until 19
century

. .. . Catherine Frances (O'Keefe) O'Brien.
¢ Joined dominion of Canada in 1949 (1890-1966)

76
Impact on Research
Slow development of legal, .
m . . No early organization of records
social, and political institutions
v Lacks counties or townships Records arranged by district
A Fires, poor record keeping Creates gaps in records
411  Reliance on family lore Oral history plays important role
77
Labrador
* Aboriginal peoples g
* Boundary disputes between
Quebec and Newfoundland
— Not settled until 1927
* Early European settlements
— Moravian missions est. 1771
— Hudson Bay Company c.
1834
78
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"+ 0i6cil st +}0ther Utz 1[Distcts +|Wisockal+|Fbon | Other_|Conocts 1 Abovt 1]

WELCOME
O

‘Mo Statement Kamua Sischssues Statotis Tatinsish

shaledDeven P "y e 4 whemthe e 1 . T o b e 1412

79

South Coast  Trinity Bay WestCoast White Bay P

& Welcome Latest postings

L Genvieb offers free genealogical & historical Begin your search here
land

Regional map

Helpful

Mailing lists
Private razes
Frequanty

http://sites.rootsweb.com/;c;nnf/

80

Tip:
Think outside

the box!
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Records Related to the Fishery

* Mercantile records

— Saunders and Sweetman (Placentia)

— Lester (Trinity)

— Slade (Twillingate, 2

Trinit;) 8 WA ///// /é/y/////y o
CF ebito ol Vit

* Keith Matthews Name /A

Files, 1500-1850

/ﬂ/ A A me ,..4/4
. . Ml

— Datail on individuals apd SR S
families who worked in A 7
the fishery ‘ -
Entry from James Ryan diary, January 1884

(James Ryan Ltd., Bonavista)

82

The Rooms

¢ Government records
— Voter Lists

 Church records
— Photocopies only
— Consult online parish guide

* Community Collections
— Nimshi Crewe Collection
— Peyton family papers
— Don Morris
Correspondence

* Business records

— Saunders and Sweetman
Firm (Placentia Bay area)

.
Records from The Rooms on Family
History Society (FHSNL) Site

i 2 ) - 'd
Home AboutUsw Actvitiesw  Forums P - ~ Shopping Links Logour
Records from The Rooms

Ancesior s aiso delayed.

s i

‘At prasent o FHSNL watsea dos not

e
s ol e Mo s I My o - wardeas or other cusiodians of original
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Memorial University

Maritime Centre for
History Newfoundland
chive Studies

Folklore and Digital
Language Archive
Archive Initiative

85

Resettlement

* The removal of families from
isolated communities
— Lack of work
— Lack of access to medical
and public services

* Program from 1960s to 1970s

* Online photos, documents, list B
of communities abandoned S

86

* Keith Matthews’ Name Files
— Online digitization project
complete

* Student Papers
— Research papers on
communities and families
— Can contain genealogical
research and tamily trees

* Crew Lists and Agreements

— Online at Ancestry.com and
Maritime History ‘Archives

* Resettlement program of 1960s
and 1970s

87
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Student Papers -
Foley family of Fox Harbour

Third Generatign living on
Michael Foley property

88

Memorial University of Newfoundland - Digital Archives Initiative

DAL Mome  Browse Collection(s)  About / feedback  Welp f Scarch Tips  Recemt Uploads  Rights | MUN Libraries

DI Audio | Books | Finding Aid | Maps | Periodicals | Newspapers  Photos | Videos | By Sponsor | List All

ves and Special Collections

e
http://collections.mun.ca/
89

QUESTIONS?
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Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

a genealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
i A
Expert-Help/Consultations @ scan ve

91

Pocksore KboutUs () Creaie aTree

Search Events Join/Renew Give 10 MMion Hames  Publications  Expertelp  Tools  Projects  Centers & Initiatives.

£3 American Ancestors.

Home | Tidexof History: Tracing Family History In Alantic Canads

Tides of History: Tracing Family History in Atlantic Canada

https://www.americanancestors.org/tides-history-tracing-family-history-atlantic-canada

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/education
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£ American Ancestors.

A NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HISTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE
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