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Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Thinking outside the box
• Tracking your research
• Case study
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Who Are the Parents?
• Every new generation on a chart brings this 

question

• The further back in your generations, the harder 
this is to answer sometimes

• Can be lead astray with names that are the same
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Tip:
Think outside the box
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What Records Can Help?
• Census

• Tax

• Land

• Probate

When 
combined they 
answer 
questions
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Compare & Contrast
• Use forms to abstract

• How are people connected?

• How are they not connected?

• Who can be traced forward?
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Census Form
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Census Tracker
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Clooz (Windows Only)
• Connects people through documents

• May see patterns through these connections

• Takes your focus away from creating families
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Clooz.com
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Compare & Contrast
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Combine
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Tip:
May be online, but not 

searchable!
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FamilySearch.org/search/catalog
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FamilySearch.org/search/catalog
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Understanding Catalog Icons

Indexed
&

Search-
able

Images 
available

from 
home

Image
avail-
ability
limited

Only
on 

micro-
film
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Littleton Town Records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 18



Littleton Town Records
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1805 Taxes – Littletown Town Records
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Keep Track of Research
• Research log

• Digital note taking apps

• Put everything in a folder

• Making timelines

• Ask questions of what you find
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Catalog Screen Shot
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Research Log – Specific Place
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Research Planning

Comparing 
places on the 
map to church 
record 
availability at 
the Public 
Record Office of 
Northern 
Ireland
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Research Tracking
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Keep Track of Research
• Research log

• Digital note taking apps

• Put everything in a folder

• Making timelines

• Ask questions of what you find
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Digital Note Taking Apps
• Microsoft OneNote

• Evernote

• Google Keep

• Goodnotes

• Notability (Apple only)

• Joplin (Evernote free alternative)
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https://zapier.com/blog/best-note-taking-apps/
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Microsoft OneNote
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Microsoft OneNote
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Goodnotes
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QUESTIONS?
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Keep Track of Research
• Research log

• Digital note taking apps

• Put everything in a folder

• Making timelines

• Ask questions of what you find
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Research Folder
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File Structure for Research
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Digital Images from Research
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Keep Track of Research
• Research log

• Digital note taking apps

• Put everything in a folder

• Making timelines

• Ask questions of what you find
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Timeline – Fitting a Family In

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 38



Timeline – Fitting a Family In
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Keep Track of Research
• Research log

• Digital note taking apps

• Put everything in a folder

• Making timelines

• Ask questions of what you find

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 40



Asking Questions
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Asking Questions
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Asking Questions
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Case Study – Comfort 
S. (_____) Quint

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 44



Comfort S. (_____) Quint
• May have been born a MASON

• b. ca. 1804, New Hampshire

• d. ca. 1865, Littleton, Grafton Co., N.H.

• m. ca. 1829, Andrew Quint

• Child: Malinda J. Quint, b. Jan. 1831
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Tip:
Work from the known 

to the unknown
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1850 Census – Littleton, N.H.

Andrew Quit, age 47
Comfort Quit, age 46
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1850 Census – Littleton, N.H.

Sarah Millen, age 80
George Dunton, age 12

Mary A. Wells, age 6

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 48



Who is Sarah Millen?
• Residing in the household of Andrew and 

Comfort Quint in 1850

• Born ca. 1770 in Massachusetts

• Not found in the 1860 census

• Add the Millen surname to surnames of interest
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Tip:
Finding women means 

researching men
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Andrew Quint
• b. ca. 1803, Orford, Grafton Co., N.H.

• d. 9 Dec 1880, Lyman, Grafton, N.H.

• Died intestate

• Receipt of daughter, Malinda J. (Quint) Burt, 
proves she is the only heir
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Malinda J. (Quint) Burt Receipt

Grafton Co., N.H., Probate Packets; 
Packet of Andrew Quint, 1880
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1840 Littleton, N.H. Census
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1840 Census – Grafton Co., N.H.

Likely Comfort (b. ca. 1804)
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Grafton Geography

Littleton

Lyman

Orford

Littleton Surnames:
• Mason
• Millen
• Quint

Lyman Surnames:
• Mason
• Millen/Mullen

Orford Surnames:
• Mason
• Quint
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1830 Census – Grafton Co., N.H.
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1810 Census – Grafton Co., N.H.

Yellow 
highlights 

have female 
in correct age 
category for 
Comfort S. 

(_____) Quint.
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• Alexander Millen

• Annason (Ananias) 
Millen

• Samuel Millen

• Reuben Mason

• Perley Mason

• Joseph Mason (Orford)

Lyman & OrfordLittleton

People of Interest - 1810
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Alexander Millen – Census 

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 59



Alexander Millen
• 1800, Littleton, Grafton, N.H.
– age 26-44
– born between 1756-1774

• 1810, Littleton, Grafton, N.H.
– age 26-44
– born between 1766-1784

• Computed birth: b. between 1766-1774
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FindAGrave.com
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Alexander Millen - Clooz
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Alexander McMillen – 1830
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Alexander Millen/McMillen
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• Alexander Millen

• Annason (Ananias) 
Millen

• Samuel Millen

• Reuben Mason

• Perley Mason

• Joseph Mason (Orford)

Lyman & OrfordLittleton

People of Interest

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 65



Annanias Millen - Census
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Littleton Taxes - Clooz
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1810 Tax Report from Clooz
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1810 Tax Report from Clooz

1810 Census in Lyman

Order of Other Tax
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Littleton Poll Taxes - Excel
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Littleton Poll Taxes - Excel

1810-1816
• Alexander Millen no longer 

taxed beginning in 1812
• David Millen taxed each year 

(but not enumerated in 1810 
census)

• Ananias Millen taxed from 1810 
through 1813

• “Widow L. Millen” taxed 
beginning in 1814 (actually 
should be S. Millen as seen in 
1815)
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Grafton Co., N.H. Probate Guardianship Bonds
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Grafton Co., N.H. Probate
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Grafton Co., N.H. Probate
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• Sarah McMillen

• Annanias McMillen

• Hannah Gleason 
McMillen

• Bettey White McMillen

• Seth McMillen

• Letty McMillen

• John W. McMillen

• [Annar] McMillen

Majority AgeMinors

Identified Children of Ananias
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FindAGrave.com
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• Alexander Millen

• Annason (Ananias) 
Millen

• David Millen

• Samuel Millen

• Reuben Mason

• Perley Mason

• Joseph Mason (Orford)

Lyman & OrfordLittleton

People of Interest
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QUESTIONS?

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 78



David Millen
• Did not show up on the censuses

• Consistently in the tax lists

• Who is he?
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David Millen in Clooz
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David Millen Clooz Report
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David Millen Clooz Report
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David Millen – Littleton Genealogy

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 83



• Alexander Millen

• Annason (Ananias) 
Millen

• David Millen

• Samuel Millen

• Reuben Mason

• Perley Mason

• Joseph Mason (Orford)

Lyman & OrfordLittleton

People of Interest
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Samuel Millen
• Suggested as a sibling of Alexander on 

FindAGrave

• Was taxed in Littleton in 1805-1807 as a resident

• Was taxed as a non-resident with land in Littleton, 
1808-1810

• Living in Lyman in 1810?
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Samuel Millen 1805-1807
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Samuel Millen – 1808-1810
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Samuel Millen – Lyman, 1810
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Samuel McMillen in Grafton Co.
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Samuel – Gone West?

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 90



• Alexander Millen

• Annason (Ananias) 
Millen

• David Millen

• Samuel Millen

• Reuben Mason

• Perley Mason

• Joseph Mason (Orford)

Lyman & OrfordLittleton

People of Interest
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Who Don’t We Know About?
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Rinse and Repeat
Step #1- Write down 

known facts

Step #2- Look for missing 
information

Step #3- Locate and 
identify sources

Step #4- Research!

Step #5- Analyze 
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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Consultations
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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