Class 5: Tracing Scottish Ancestry 6/1/2026

Researching

Scottish Ancestors
Class 5: Strategies and Case Studies

David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors.

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)

« Origins
* Clans and heraldry
* Using DNA in Scottish research

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Examining the Census for Clues

* FAN - Family, Associate, and Neighbors
* Are the birthplace of the parents in Scotland?

* Other immigrants in the same household from
Scotland; relatives or associates
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Church and Vital Records -
Scotland, America, or Canada

* Research who the Witnesses are on baptism, and marriage
records are in Church records

i

* Research who the "Informant" is on death records

Passenger Lists

* Notice who is immigrating together at the same
time from the same village or country

* Are they people your ancestor knew in Scotland,
or later became associates, neighbors, or family
members in the United States?

* Case Study: Chain migration from Scotland

Case Study:

Oral Tradition disproven!

Chain Migration from Scotland to America
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ey | et RE

U.S. Passenger List — Boston 1923

PASSENGER SEARCH

Explore our vast database of on passenger records...
2 Need more information? Click here.

Rennie]

Narrow your Search X Wizard | [® Onepageform

heritage.statueofliberty.org
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PASSENGER SEARCH Rearic

2 Need m

Narrow yourSearch  * wizard | [B) Onepageform 4 Clear

Search Results

g s

Rennie, John

Rennie, John

Rennie, John

P
]
-

Rennie, John it Aberdeen, Scotland smpania =R
Rennie, John o
]

Rennie, John H r verp

PASSENGER SEARCH

® Need more informatio here.

Age at Arrival
o———@ «
ot wareses <)
=0

Search Results

e
Renniie, John
Rennie, John
UPOATE ResULT

Rennie, John

heritage.statueofliberty.org

Place mouse over the T in order to view additional information for the record.

Rennie, John i
Rennie, John 1915 ds, England e B
Rennie, John _ L B

[ Rennie, John ] 2 e |
Rennie, John Easton 1921 RumlordF 2
Rennie, Ernest John Aberdaen, Scotland B
Rennie, John Hugh 1823 arkston, Seotiand Cameroni L e B
Rennie, John it Stranraer, Seotland Mauretania L e
Rennie, John

heritage.statueofliberty.org
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Rennie, John ‘a9 N AERVAL DATE

Algeria November 15th,
1922

e - Glasgow 2

PURCHASE PASSENGER RECORD L

This archival-quality certificate commemorating this Ells island
passenger s now avallable for purchase!

512X11 §29.00

=

=

PSTIR R TRD

First Name : John

Last Name : Rennie

Nationality: Great Britain, British
Last Place of Residence : Dunfermiine,

Scotland

Date of Arrival: November 15th, 1522
Age st Arrval : 38y

Gender: Male

Marital Status : Married
Ship of Travel: Algeria

heritage.statueofliberty.org

DNA Help E

Sos & Trvel

New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists
(including Castle Garden and Ellis Island),
1820-1957

— P

association with

National Archives and

First & Middie Namess) LastName. S
NATIONA
ARCHIVES
Doy wmonn  Year Loeation
Bt
Browse this collection
Livedn
Tobrowse this image set, select rom
theoptions below:
Aetval B -
Dateor ol
Deperture Choose..

Browse this collection

To browse this image set, select from
the options below.

Date or Roll
Date -

New York, U.S., Arriving Pass
(including Castle Garden
1820195, * M

Year or Series Number

Month
Match o torms exaetty Nov -
First & M Nameis) LastName Day or Range of Rolls
15 hd
Doy Montn  Year Location
B Ship or Roll Number
Advance
Lvedin
Algeria
Arrival - - v Almac
American Legion
Deparrs
Bremen
Essequibo

George Washington
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New York City Passenger List - 1922

Arriving Passenger and Cre le Garden and Ellis Island), 1
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Naturalization Records

Often birthplace in Scotland, or at least the county
in Scotland should be listed

* Research the naturalization of the witnesses to see
if their origin in Scotland is similar

» Were the witnesses "Family, Associates, or Neighbors"

5 g o uasan —

TATES OF 4

o ¥ e,
a® B Ay,
Q‘\ 0‘

DECLARATION OF INTENTION

o Luvali for all purpeses seven years after the date hereat

ot D

Wnited States of America.

e Pt ks Sk o e Gl Court

o Daited Biates,

U.S. Naturalization Records 1798-1850 on
Ancestry.com
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Commonwcalth of Massachusells.

v Airint . Dt and PYadletn
std ¥,
T it Dbt Pt _

U.S. Naturalization Records 1798-1850 on
Ancestry.com

Tip
On occasion the place of
residence or birth can simply be

listed as United Kingdom of
England, Ireland, and Scotland

9061-%06/ "T0A

U.S. Naturalization Records 1798-1850 on
Ancestry.com
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Muited States of Jmerica.

U.S. Naturalization Records 1798-1850 on
Ancestry.com

Case Study:

Oral Tradition Confirmed

Vital Records, Census,
and some basic searches

A, 24 Fou (fovmic _|le-Reberyalit. 2
/ﬂ%‘[’m g ’Zﬁ; (ﬁ,ﬂ ard ,.{,;n{; i

1932 Scottish Death Record
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Nams: Gison Renrie

Ercmated Bein Ve 3ot 180

Gonor: Maie
Whora o Musselburgh, Midiothian
PaishMurber: 883
P Dakean
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1857 Scotland Death Record
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1857 Scotland Death Record

Books a a

Google  “Gibson Rennie” 1857 [ |

Try the new Google Books

B B 32 X oo asmswmymery - wirte review

Google Books - Google.com

18 T oo e Googie Books. »

Google  “Gibson Rennie” 18

Books a Q

Try the new G

The Directors have been snxious to meet the
wishes of the public in regard to the hours of run.
ning, asd they believe the hours of departure dur.
ing thiglast bas proved satiafactory. They
regret, however, having been under the necessity
of altering the Pecbles foreacon train from 11.0

venlence of the North British. The widow of the
Iate Gibson Rennle, porterat Leadburn, accidentally
killed at Leadburn in September 1857, raised
sa  action of dumages against the Com-
rl.n , before the Supreme Court, after
I'LL recelved a subscribtion of £105 from
the Directors and others. The action was
tried before the Lord President and a jury, on
24th July 1ast, and defended, amongst other pleas,
on the ground that the defective break of a truck
belonging to another Company, which bad caused
the sccident, should bave be¢n examined and
noted by the deceased belore using it. A ver-
diet was pronounced in favour of the Company.

e — g Tiiaae tem m— e

Google Books - Google.com
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Leadburn railway station

From Wikipedia, he free encyciopeda

Leagburn raiway station served the harsetof Leagoum, Midinan, S<otand fom 1655 t 1052 on the Peetics Ranvay
Leadburn
History [es
The saton cpened on 4 iy 1855 ty e Pe e A9 castot
5 ncton win ATO1 anc A703 Tnere was on e ot s

of the Gown ptatfonn and cansisted of two Skngs, both Of which senved a smallgocods dack. Afler the Do
closed in Apri 1933, the Ines used in the bay p

ch

o hwo addional goods sidngs. The station closed
1o passengers on 7 Maren 195511] and remained opento goods raff il e closure of Ihe ke 0n 5 Febuary 1962

References |
1.4 Ouick, W E (2002) Ry passangerstatons in Englan, Scofand and Wales - & chorciogy Richmond: Rabway 3od Canl
Historical Society. p. 269. OCLC 2387. Cr D
s sons: oot . Dsused Sttons. Retoeved 27 May 2017
Locaten
External I
Coonis @
9 ——
Pomamom rat o
Morth British Raihway " 2
Uneana stz P P s—
dosd s Ouses
sty

Wikipedia.o

Accessibility SiteMap Where ToFindUs  Service Status ~ Contact Us

‘\\\\Y{é ggéi(?rrglas[of Search our website @

=== Scotland

the past | Recording the present | Informing the future

Registration Statistics & Data Research Record Keeping About Us
tome > Fescah » BescamhGuites » BesearhiGuiesad > Foral Accident inqusy Aeconds
Research Guides  Fatal Accident Inquiry Records
A-Z

There is no system of coroners’ inquests in Scotland unlike England, Wales and Northern
adoption Records Ireland. Accidental, unexpected, unexplained, sudden or suspicious deaths are

investigated privately for the local crown agent, an official called the procurator fiscal. Only
Birth, Death and Marriage

it certain types of death are investigated further at Fatal Accident Inquiries. (FAIs)

Buildings This guide provides information about the process of reporting and recording these deaths. It
covers:

Burgh Records

= « Information recorded in the Register of Corrected Entries

nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/fatal-accident-inquiry-records

QUESTIONS?

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

14



Class 5: Tracing Scottish Ancestry 6/1/2026

Scottish Tartans

and Coats of Arms

3 American Ancestors Sty . . |

fearch  Events  Join/Renew  Give L T —————

The Truth of Tracing Tartans: Scottish Clan Research

The Truth of
Tracing Tartans:
Scottish Clan
Research

Clans,
Families
¢~Chiefs

Exploring
Scottish History,
Heritage ¢%

Roots™ .

American Ancestors magazine, Spring 2026 vol. 27, no. 1
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5 The Scottish Register of Tartans

tartanregister.gov.uk/index

'7] The Scottish Register of Tartans

Apvsea sowen

tartanregister.gov.uk/index
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tartanregister.gov.uk/index

Houge of g v
) e 8 |

HOME  DIGITAL PRODUCTS  PRINTS  APPAREL  HOMEWARE  GIFTS  SALE MY ACCOUNT

Rennie (Scotish)

Rennie History, Family Crest & Coats of Arms

Origins Avalie: v Scotiand [ [ veland

Afamily of Strathclyde Briton were the first to use the name Rennie. They lived in De Reiney, or Rigny,
in Champagne, France. "Hagebert de Rigneio, in 1101, witnessed a charter of the Bishop of Tulle, and
may have been the same that possessed lands in Essex © in 1086 " Roger de Reigny witnessed a
charter of Bishop Roger of Sarum, temp. Hen. L, and Robert de Reigny held five fees in Devon &' in

houseofnames.com

Famiy Tree  Seach Memaves Getiwoked  Actiiies

Scotland Heraldry

Scatland Wiki Topics

Online Resources (s samseses

« Marakdy ond €

familysearch.org/en/wiki/Scotland_Heraldry
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Court of the Lord Lyon
King of Arms

* In 1672 Scotland per the Act of the Scottish
Parliament, the Lord Lyon King of Arms
was authorized to keep a Public Register of all
Arms and Bearings

All coats of arms lawfully borne in Scotland were
recorded with the Lord Lyon King of Arms

* https://www.courtofthelordlyon.scot/

Coats of Arms

Any persan who wishes to use Arms must petition for a Grant of Arms or - f they can trace their ancestry back to an ancestor with the same
fame who had 3 grant of Arms i Scotland.- for a “matriculation” showing their place within the family. When a grant or matriculation s
obtained, an iluminated parchment, narrating the pedigree as proved, is supplied to the Petitioner, and a recording is placed in the Public
Register of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland.

Letters Patent & Extracts of Matriculatic

Apart from the requirement that the petitioner should be, in terms
of the Lyon King of Arms Act 1672. a Virtuous and well

deserving person”. in general the governing factor in the case of
an original Grant of Arms is the domicile of the petitioner or the
awnership of property in Scotland. Does the petitioner have a
Scottish domicile of origin? ff not, has he acquired 3 Scottish
dornicile of choice? In cases where the pettioners caim

to fall within the jurisdiction of the Lord Lyon rests on the

ownership of property the key question is whether the petitioner
s able to reside on the land. A dwelling house of whatever size
presents no problem, but the ownership of forestry land or

6/1/2026

courtofthelordlyon.scot

QUESTIONS?

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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DNA and

Scottish Origins

Using DNA to Determine
Scottish Origins

G SCoTLAT

* DNA testing companies |~

* Various types of DNA

* Ethnicity Estimates

¢ DNA matches

DNA Testing Companies

ancestry

FamilyTreeD

\ @) MyHeritage >NA

g« Living DNA
N YOURANCESTRY
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Y-DNA
* Y-chromosome is passed from father to son

T
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Mitochondrial DNA

* Maternal DNA passed from mother to child
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©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

20



Class 5: Tracing Scottish Ancestry 6/1/2026

Autosomal DNA

* Inherited from all your ancestors within 5 or 6 generations

PR BEES BEEE BT REEE AR PEEE REES

ATE 1 L RACJONE JAC DN JAK JONE AN } t T

Genealogical vs. Genetic Tree

* Genealogical Tree includes all your ancestors

* Genetic Tree only includes the ancestors you
inherited DNA from

* 100% probability of inheriting DNA from great-
grandparent or 2G-grandparent

* 95% for 5G-grandparent

* <50% for 8G-grandparent

* 15% for 10G-grandparent

Ethnicity Estimates

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 21
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Reference Panels

* DNA samples from populations in a specific area
* People with documented ancestry from the area

* Each company has different sets of samples

AncestryDNA’s 77 overlapping regions

6/1/2026

Which group are you in?
* Algorithms determine your assigned region
* May be put in a broader region

* Labels may be confusing

€ MyHeritage - HA

Genetic &
Groups

MyHeritage’s 2,100+ overlapping regions

MyHeritage DNA Genetic Groups

© MyHeritage - NA

List of Genetic Groups

December 2020 @
Central Asian A

Nasth and West Eurcpean

BRRES
canwues

i

Total of 2114

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Ethnicity timeframes

* Usually about 500-1000 years ago

* Ancestry and 23andMe may be within 500 years

Your Ancestry Timeline

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 8
- B=0 - =0 - BN - BaR -

23andMe’s Timeline by Generation

6/1/2026

AncestryDNA

your DNA aworldwide panel tosee
‘which populations your DNA locks most like.

How do we calculate this?

England & Northwestern Europe 4% >
# Scotland N% >
® Ireland 16% >
® Norway 6% >
® Sweden & Denmark 3% >

AncestryDNA

N

Seconvanol Scotland
p Primarily located in: Scotland

Surprised by your Scotland result?
Leam more about this map and ethicity

R W cooh 3y E—

Your ethnicity estimate is 31%, but it can range from
12-33% 0

IRELAND

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Ancestry DNA

SCOMI"AND,

NORTHERN
IREDAND

J=N-I=T=E.
KINGDOM

6/1/2026

Ancestry DNA

Overview @0

e o2 ,“w
[ g \

Select one o more regions (o highlight.

FamilyTreeDNA

PO

myorigins®|

Uncaver the unique genetic assemblage that
s been passed down Lo you from your
ancestors, and see 10 which of our 90
reference populaticns from .. Read mere

myorigin Compare Origins

® England, Wales, and Scotland ~ 51%

& reland £
« Scandinavia 5%
Middle East & North Africa <1%
Middle East s
 Sephardic Jewish @ <%

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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MyHeritage
©MyHeritage Home Family tree Discoveries Protos

Ethnicity Estimate DNA Matches DNA Tools
Ethnicity Estimate

» 59.3« 36.5 4.2,

Irish, Scottish, and Welsh English 2 other ethnicities

6/1/2026

LivingDNA

£ Upsiatein progress...a notification willap

23andMe

British & Irish 99.9%

united Kingdom Hign:

Evidence ofrecent ancestry

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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23andMe

Ancestry Composition umemary  Sclefic Detalla  Frequmoty Asked Guestions

\ pea R
O 515%
Bekiah & Irish
Iretana Sty Lty Match A T il
R et
T AR g
AR

o)

6/1/2026

Ethnicity Estimate takeaways

* Results differ across companies due to
— Reference Panels
— Algorithms and reporting timeframes

* Can point to areas of recent ancestry
* Misleading if broad or more distant regions

* May change over time

DNA Matches

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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How can DNA help?

* Underutilized in Scottish research
* Find distant relatives to broaden family tree

* Can help determine:
— Parents names and origins
— New perspectives

— Test/prove hypotheses not found in records

» Can't be used alone

Your Family Tree

.

Must include all your earliest known ancestors

Include dates and locations for all births,
marriages and deaths

* Provide locations where family lived or moved to

Include all children or siblings in each generation
* May want to include hypothetical relations

* Scottish naming conventions might be useful

Scottish Naming Convention

* 1st son named after father's father

* 2nd son named after mother's father

* 3rd son named after father

* 1st daughter named after mother's mother
* 2nd daughter named after father's mother

* 3rd daughter named after mother

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

6/1/2026

27



Class 5: Tracing Scottish Ancestry 6/1/2026

(2}
?
Tip

Your well researched tree will help

you find clues and commonalities
in your match’s tree

Working with your Matches

* Look for people or surnames in common

¢ Look for locations in common

* Ask questions and be patient for answers

* Work together and share information

* Always confirm with genealogical records

* May need to build out your match’ tree and find
more information

Finding clues in ThruLines

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 28
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Ancestry ThruLines
AL DB =wen

Ancestry ThruLines

{1 | Leste Bermara Gibson

[ ot Thomas Pesboc..
4 ofive Mabel Flanagan

Elizabeth Margaret Jé._.

£ Poate
3 orniop

[ ] Aucrey Grace Livn

9
4

4 oracemcea
& James McCALLUM
4 cracemccaLLum

£ eizabern Meouiay

Ti
7
ip

Transfer or test at
multiple companies
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Family
Tree DNA

My
Heritage
DNA

GEDmatch

* Free Research Tools

¢ Create an Account

* Download Your Raw DNA
Upload to GEDmatch

@ [GED]

« ‘match

AINTER [Toos| rep

The Shared cM Project 4.0 tool v4
ead mare about e 109l and tis update
March 2020 Filter Howto read this chart
Baine T, Bettnger Enter e total nurber of o for your match here:
13 reset

Trien any relationshios that 1t wil stand out below

Important
+ For relationships more diatant than Half 2C

ihe averages were determined ony for
Feistionshes in which DA wes shared Amatch of 13l has a wide range of posshle reisianshios. The

Most distant common ancestors

+ The more distant a relatoaship, te more

0ty Lo Bl you went s BiVA o b rosd ancesiors could alsa be 20 or more peneratins back
=

Retationship probabikties (sased on stats from The DIk Gaok)
* These siatstics. do nat cater for pedigree New tionshiDs in 8 tree
colapse of endogamry
61% € ECIR 5C ECR 4CIR CIR TC
Helf 3C2R 4C2R SC2R TCIR 3CIR

4037 5C3R 8C or more distant

Other versions

159, Hersc IR MerzGR 2R

15% 4 HariciR acm

T% 3C Ha¥2GIR 2GR Hal 1G37

0.90% 1C3#7 ZCiRT HANICIAT Hoir2G

dnapainter.com/tools/sharedcmv4

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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6/1/2026

L
TR B

dnapainter.com/tools/sharedcmv4

Shared cM Relationship Chart

The Shared ¢M Project — Version 4.0 (March 2020) ‘

=

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consu/z‘az‘/'ons@amer/canancesz‘ors. org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors. org

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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£ American Ancestors,

Search Events Join/Renew Give WOMision Mames  Publicstions  ExpartHelp  Tools  Projects  Gentors 8 initiatives.

Tracing Scottish Ancestiy 2026

Tracing Scottish Ancestry 2026

AmericanAncestors.org/tracing-scottish-ancestry-2026

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

NEw ENGLAND HiSTORIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright © 2022
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