g your member benefits

Featured partner databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

Your American Ancestors membership provides access to
subscription databases from other organizations. Browse
or search newspaper archives, magazine articles, academic
journals, vital records, manuscripts, and more!

Genealogical Publishing Company (GPC) eBook Collection

American Ancestors members can now access one of
the largest and most comprehensive digital collections
of genealogical publications—more than 800 authorita-
tive titles. These works include original record collec-
tions and essential research guides for colonial America;
Irish, Scottish, African American, and Native American
genealogy; and much more. A full-text search makes it
easy to locate names, places, and subjects.

My GPC Library

Gerealogical Pab <hing Cern,

Top picks for you »
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Visit AmericanAncestors.org/search/
partner-databases for these and other
partner databases.

@ Scan Me

Parchemin

Created by the Société de recherche historique Archiv-
Histo, the Parchemin database includes an index of
notarial minutes recorded in Québec between 1626 and
1799. These records include marriage contracts, deeds,
wills and inventories, labor contracts, and more. Other
collections in Parchemin include notarial minutes for
Acadia, Newfoundland, and the Western Forts.

Users can search by date, name, location, profession,
or type of notarial record. An abstract of each record
provides the date, the notary, and a summary of the
document. This informa-
tion allows researchers to
obtain copies of original
notarial records. Users can
access a limited number of
downloads.

Genealogy Québec

Genealogy Québec offers
over fifty million images
of birth, marriage, and
death records; censuses;
obituaries; headstones;
notarial records; city
directories; and yearbooks. The collection not only fea-
tures records for Quebec, but also for Acadia, Ontario,
New Brunswick, and portions of the United States.

The LAFRANCE birth, marriage, and death search
feature allows individual, couple, and parish queries that
span the years 1621 to 1997. Applicable returns may
be linked to Programme de recherche en démographie
historique (PRDH), a database of Catholic baptisms,
marriages, and burials. PRDH also serves as a genea-
logical dictionary, linking Quebec’s early families and
detailing their descendants.

Resources and search tools for Acadian families in the
colony of New France (modern-day Nova Scotia, Prince
Edward Island, and New Brunswick) are also included
within Genealogy Québec, making the database a pow-
erful tool for connecting with Acadian primary sources.

CHAPELLE DES JESUITES, QUEBECCITY.
WILFREDOR/WIKIMEDIA.
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Discounts on American Ancestors books

Our members receive a 10% discount on books published by American Ancestors (some
restrictions and exclusions apply). Visit shop.AmericanAncestors.org.
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Brick walls
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Send a brief narrative (under 175 words) about your “brick wall” to magazine@americanancestors.org or to American ANCESTORs magazine,
97 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116. Please include your member number. We regret that we cannot reply to every submission. Brick walls

will be edited for clarity and length.

My brick wall concerns the origins of my ancestor
Lawrence Lynch, who was apparently born in Ireland in
1735. An oft-recited bit of family lore claims he was a
son of Sir Henry Lynch, the 5th Baronet of Galway, who
ran away from home. However, I have found no docu-
mentation for this tale, the names of his parents, or the
circumstances of his arrival in New England. Nothing is
known of his life prior to his appearance in Stockbridge,
Massachusetts. Published histories indicate that he may
have arrived in Stockbridge from Brookfield, Mass.,

in 1752 with Joseph Dwight, a local military and civic
leader. Lynch is well-documented in Stockbridge, where
he purchased property, participated in town govern-
ment, and served in the French and Indian War. He and
his wife, Dorcas (Root), had fifteen children. Lynch died
in Stockbridge on November 5, 1815.

Sara Carbonneau, Winchester, New Hampshire;
SLcarbonneau@gmail.com

My brick wall is the father of my ancestor Sarah (Almy)
Stevens. Sarah was born in Washington County, New
York (probably in Cambridge), in 1795. She married
Ebenezer Stevens of Schaghticoke, New York, in Cam-
bridge in 1814, and died in Marlboro, Stark County,
Ohio, in 1884. An 1880 census record shows that Sarah’s
parents were born in Rhode Island. The Genealogy of
the Fort Family in New York State (1924; rev. ed. 1993)
lists Sarah as a daughter of Elizabeth Wordenand ______
Almy. Elizabeth was born in Rhode Island in 1778 and
moved to the Cambridge, New York, area with her fami-
ly, probably by 1790. Elizabeth (Worden) Almy married
her second husband, John Fort, in 1799. My research
has produced no records of an Almy male marrying
Elizabeth Worden or dying shortly after 1795.

Nishele Lenards, Prior Lake, Minnesota; nlenards@gmail.com

I am trying to solve the mystery of when, where, and
how my great-great grandparents died. Freeman Bennett
(born Firmin Benoit in 1829 in Yamaska, Quebec),

and his wife, Eliza (born Marie Anne Eloise Truchon in
1834 in Chambly, Quebec), died between June 1863
and June 1865. The family was enumerated in the 1860
census in Preston, Minnesota, and Freeman registered
for the Civil War draft there as a married farmer in
June 1863. But by the time of the 1865 state census
Freeman and Eliza’s four children were scattered.
Joseph C. Bennett (8) and Emma D. Bennett (4) were
living in West Boylston, Massachusetts, with their uncle
Charles L. Truchon (Eliza’s brother) and his wife, Luella.
Alexander L. Bennett (11), my great-grandfather, was
in Berkley, Massachusetts, with the Charles and Emma
Bissett family (possible relatives). Francis (Frank) E.
Bennett (7) remained in Preston with Jeremiah and
Elizabeth O’Brien, who were not related to him.

Anne Ryan Gauer, Billings, Montana; anne.gauer@spotlightads.com

I am searching for the death date and place of my
granduncle Sumner Carty. He was born in Digby, Nova
Scotia, on July 8, 1856, to Wellington George and
Hannah (Ward) Carty. He was listed in Sandy Cove,
Digby, in the 1871 and 1881 censuses, first as a farmer
and then as a seaman. His 1918 Massachusetts natural-
ization declaration stated that he arrived in Massachu-
setts in 1876 on the brig Clara from New Brunswick—
but because he was enumerated in Canada five years
later, he must have continued to travel between the two
countries. Sumner applied for seaman’s protection in
New York on August 16, 1918. That is the last record I
can find for him.

Dianne Carty, Chicago, lllinois; delsy.carty@gmail.com

Featured
member

benefit

Discounted online lectures and courses

Take your research to the next level with guidance from our experts! American Ancestors
members receive 10% off our online lectures and courses. Visit AmericanAncestors.org/events
to see our upcoming programs.
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