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OVERVIEW

Presentation (60 mins.)

Why are land records important?
County land records

Dower rights and release
Accessing land records

Abstracting deeds

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Why are land records

important?
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Importance

 Residence e Vital record

. replacement
* Location of property

, , * Family Groups
* Migrations

* Relationships
— Neighbors

— Associates

* Biographical
information
— Marital status
— Occupation

— Age estimate
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County Land Records
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Deeds

* Legal document that transfers the ownership of
property from one party to another party

— Also referred to as Warranty Deed

* Generally recorded on the county level

— Town level: Connecticut, Vermont, Rhode Island
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Process

1. Seller agrees to sell land to the buyer
Buyer pays the seller agreed upon amount
Deed is written

Seller takes deed to courthouse

Dower release (if necessary)

Clerk records deed

Sy B B e

Deed given to buyer
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Seller and Buyer

Payment

Property description

Legal language
Dates

Witnesses

Format
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Tip

Note the witnhesses
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Mortgages
* Money borrowed using land as security

* Mortgagor = Person who mortgages property
— Borrower

— Owner of property

* Mortgagee = Person who holds mortgage

— Lender

* Generally recorded on county level
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How can | tell if it's a mortgage?

* Indicated in index
* Repayment information included within the deed

* Can be recorded in separate deed books

Clerk often confirmed repayment in the left-hand
column of deed
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Sheriff’s Deed or Sale

* Forced sale of property
— Likely due to failure to pay taxes
— Satisty judgement against landowner

* Sheriff auctions off property
* Can be recorded under “Sheriff” in grantor index

* Deeds can sometimes be recorded in separate
volumes

e Can also be recorded in court records
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Assignments

* Transfer of interest or rights belonging to a
document

— Warrant or bounty land

— Lease

* Individual to whom document is assigned is called
Assignee

* Mortgage can be transferred along with interest
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Quit Claim

* Instrument that releases grantor’s interest in the
property

— Does not guarantee that title is valid

 Often used when landowner dies intestate

— Interest in property transferred to heirs

* Common amongst family-to-family transfers
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e Ann Barret of Webster,
[llinois quit claims her
interest in property of
David Barrett of
Brattleboro, deceased

* Sold to Will
Chamberlain,
administrator of estate
of David Barrett

Brattleboro, Vermont - 1869
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Divisions and Partitions

* Process in which a parcel divided between several
owners

* Owners appear in court to request division

— Appointed persons would examine property and
determine if it could be divided equally

* Corresponding court records
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Defendant

T T AN T T 7

3356116(15, in the action of- /@Cﬂ ,%4 f'

S b e %M /é;/ . Plaintip
L4
oy BEBIRSE Mﬂr / P e
Defendant
then pending in the % County Court, for the Partition,

of the real te of /éﬂr rﬂ;?' M
Ter m, ;f/f directing ..

ws Comamissioners of said Cowrt, to malke division and allotment of the said real estate between the par-

ties to said action, and the said real estate was divided in accordancg with said order, and said Com.-
W Term, 1925 f

the said Cowrt, their said report was then by a further order of said Court approved and confirmed,

an_order was entered qt the

missioners, having made their report of division at the

182K the said Court appointed the under.

and on the ZJ/% of.

signed -a Special Commissioner to make deeds of

partition, conveying to each party the lands and property allotted to them in severalty.

Now, Therefore, this Indenture, ma,de yer ed into ﬂus /4 £, day, J of. sz 1,?/;5/

between. .7 7

Casey County, Kentucky - 1918
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DY e PEH .. Commissioner aforesaid of the first part, and

of the second part,

@ztnesset.h that for and in ron.swgwu, of the premises, and in obedience to said orvder, the parties
of the first part, by.. Commissioner

aforesaid, have sold, and do  hereby convey to mzd part / of the second part and.. .Z<L heirs and

assignps forever, the Lot No. 7 described as follows, viz:
. .

£

7% é’aézaa&f/é‘ﬂ/dz{m e ,%z 5// %zu .

e ;/7¢/ W/J / z:m/z/ Zf .«%
J 69'7 f e e e b
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), 5 4(/”{2}/ Loy, eccee %f/éza e
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Description

fl ke / DS L 5o e
2. ZLW/Z/%ZQWMWﬁ Wd/__wza. <y
Z/é&ﬁﬂ e G WM & G %//%Z@ Etoad et m

Casey County, Kentucky - 1918
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'1, 16

R &
o //o Beres
CEL 0 A o
i e 6o 2€reS lrot
& o 7o 2
i Bebeson [ S @
L _ _R20 Reres K 2 0
Property e o e i
3
& e s, s A
Divided Purcar Kobesow :t'};.,Du—»caxn Fobesen |
2 »
220 Reres _;““‘ Z A N e L)
o e e e e e e D ®
I 772 B R
F Sellas
::‘u 9‘37’75&7" Se llers ! 3;-:1—’;;.
b_o _220_Reres ! >22 3
65 o ;,z,,“":'!-w;:r;@ sa/%f ZeT L5977

i
we!

o

Pursuant an order of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions held for the County
of New Hanover August Term 1823 to us directed to divide the lands belonging
Archibald Sellars dec'd we proceeded as follows, viz, we allotted to Catharine
Robeson one third of said estate denoted in the above plan by Lot No l. contain-
ing 220 Acres out the land lying on the river and the lands joining thereto which
is divided from the other shares by a line, beginning at the river one hundred
poles below the upper line of the old survey on which said Sellars lived and runn-
ing east to the back line and she pays to Jennet Sellars twenty seven dollars and
fifty cents. Also we allot her the one third of 350 Acres in the Back woods also
denoted by Lot No 1. And we allotted to Duncan Robeson 220 Acres out of the land
lying on the river and the lands joining thereto and denote by Lot No 2. and is
divided from No 3 by & line beginning on the ri¥er 112 poles below No l. and runo-
ing east through the land to the back line. We also allotted to him the third of
350 acres lying in the backwoods and 60 acres which lies separate to itself all
denoted by Lot No 2. And to Jennet Sellars we allotted Lot No 3. on the river and
one third of 350 acres in the backwoods denoted also by Lot Mo 3. out the south
side of said 350 acres and she receives from Catharine Robeson twenty seven dollars
and fifty cents as above mentioned. Witness our hands and seals this 23rd Oct-
tober 1823.

William Hendry (Seal)
John Herring (Seal)
Timothy Hatcher (Seal)
Thomas Corbett (Seal)
John Kerr (Seal)

New Hanover Co., N. Carolina - 1823
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Power of Attorney

* Legal document authorizing an individual to act on
behalf of another individual

* Did not require grantor or seller to by physically
present

* Can give clues to origins and prior residences
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Dower Rights and

Release
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Dower Right

* Lifetime interest in property allowed by law

* Allowed the widow to retain her rights in the
property of deceased husband

e Also referred to as Widow’s Thirds
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Dower Release

* Wife agrees to the sale of land that included her
dower rights

* Generally recorded following deed
* May be recorded as a separate transaction

* Can be recorded in separate volume
— Sometimes with court records

* Not all states required Dower Release
— Investigate inheritance laws of state to confirm
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Tip

Examine county land

records after your
ancestor died
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Accessing Land

Records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records

Construct a Timeline

Year Source Residence

1828 Birth Record of son, Manley East Thomaston, Maine
Smith

1833 Birth record of son, Elliott Thomaston, Maine
Smith

1840 US Federal Census Thomaston, Maine

1850 US Federal Census Worcester, Massachusetts

1860 US Federal Census Worcester, Massachusetts

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records

Jurisdiction

* Use guides and gazetteers to identify correct
jurisdiction
* When was the county created?

— FamilySearch Wiki

— Atlas of Historical County Boundaries
* https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/
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ATLAS OF HISTORICAL COUNTY BOUNDARIES [Selectastate..  v| Go |

Home Using the Atlas Download Files About the Project Publications

North Carolina
Back to North Carolina detail page

Historical Borders +
Select Date of Border Change:

rA
LJd

TT<U " UU LU

1750-03-17
1751-06-12
1752-03-31
1753-03-27
1754-02-19
1754-04-08
1756-08-01
1756-09-25
1757-11-01
1759-01-01
1759-04-10

u |

GRANVILLE

e Dates:

Tue Aug 31 1756 - Fri Jun 08 1764

Descrintion of Border Chanae

[c. 1 Sep 1756] GRANVILLE re-created by the
legislature in response to the Crown Instructions
of 1 Jul 1755 (authorizing reenactment of the
creations repealed on 8 Apr 1754).

Leaflet | © OpenStreetMap contributors, © C

https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/
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Where are they located?

* County land records

— Located at Register of Deeds or County Court
House

* Corresponding websites
— FamilySearch.org

— Published abstracts and transcriptions
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Wi illiam Francis Galvin

Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Home | Contact | Directions

Why Should I Refinance
And When Does it Pay to Do So?

The Secretary of the Commenwealth would like to weicome you to the Massachusetts Land Records website. This site provides you with quick access %o land records across the
State. For guestions regarding use of the site, searching of partcular cocuments, or general guestons about Registry polices, please contact the specfic Registry of Deeds

directly. For technical assistance with troubleshcoting access to the site, contact us at the Secretary's office.

Barnstable v GO
. * North Essex
® North Berkshire North
® Franklin L
| L] Middiesen South Evsex
L ]
® Middle Berkshire Wortester = South " Sulfok
* Hampshire M ddiesex
® Worcoster ) - @ Norfolk (Part)
* South Berkshire e ® folk
* Hampden i (Par)
® North Bristol * Plymouth
® Bristol Fall River
* Barmstable
® South Bristol
* Dukes

* Nontucket

Massachusetts is divided into 21 registry cistricts with an elected Register of Deeds responsibie for each office. Documents related to the ownership of real estate withen the district are
recorded al the Registry of Deeds. Recorded documents are assigned a sec:uen:;a\ identifying number {xnown as the book and page number) and are then scanned into the registry’s
computer system. The resuiting images are available for viewing on and printing from public access terminals at the registry and at your home or office over the Intemet. In addition. all
registies microfilm all recorded cocuments and most continue to produce record books containing decument images on paper. In most cases. onginal documents are returned to the
land owner. To assist customers in finding relevant documents, registries create a searchable index that contains the names of all parties to a decument and the property address.
For more information, visit Secretary of the Commonwealth William Galvin's website hitp/iwww.state. ma.usisec! or the County Home page of the registry that interests you.

Masslandrecords.com
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Grantee Index — Middlesex Co., MA
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Volume and Page
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Date of Recording Property Description

Grantor Index — Middlesex Co., MA
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Tip

- Understand the index
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Understand the Index

 Different index systems utilized throughout the
country

* Important to understand differences
* Examine first pages of index for clues

* United States Index Systems

— https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/United Stat
es Index Systems
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Volume and Page
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Record books of the registry of deeds, Middlesex County,
Massachusetts, 1649-1900; indexes: grantee (1639-1905) and grantor
(1639-1950)

Authors: Middlesex County (Massachusetts). Register of Deeds
(Main Author)
Middlesex County (Massachusetts). Register of Deeds

(Repository)
Format: Manuscript/Manuscript on Film
Language: English
Publication: Cambridge, England : [s.n.], 1965-1966
Physical: 1780 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

Notes
Massachusetts Land Records are available online, click here.

Microfilm of manuscript.
These registries of deeds are of the Southern District.

Includes index.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations 3]

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Massachusetts, Middlesex - Land and property

FamilySearch.org

Add to Print List
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Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Massachusetts, Middlesex - Land and property

E| Page 13 of 18 ’ZI

Film/Digital Notes

Note Location Collection/Shelf Film DGS Format
Deeds, vol. 1543-1544 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498017 7442938 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1545-1547 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498018 7442939 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1548-1550 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498019 7442940 [ ©)
Deeds, vol. 1551-1553 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498020 7442941 [©]
Deeds, vol. 1554-1555 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498021 7442942 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1556-1558 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498022 7442943 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1559-1561 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498023 7442944 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1562-1564 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498024 7442945 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1565-1566 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498025 7442946 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1567-1569 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498026 7442947 ©
Deeds, vol. 1570-1572 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498027 7442948 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1573-1574 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 4958028 7442949 [(©]
Deeds, vol. 1575-1576 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498029 7442950 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1577-1579 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498030 7442951 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1580-1581 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498031 7442952 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1582-1584 Family History Libra United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498032 7442953 [©]

Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498033 7442954 [ ©]
Deeds, vol. 1590-1592 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 498035 7442956 [©]
[ o WP PN . | - MM a rnmre | PR | PO [ | DR TOSIpEERR B | SO, e d FPLcbea D P e Ve D PV e P2 FRaTalale - A ATNNAr™ e

FamilySearch.org
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Abstracting Deeds
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What is Important?

e Grantor
e (Grantee

 Residences of
Grantor and Grantee

* Volume and Page

e Location of the
property

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Description of the
property

Abutters

Acreage

Witnesses

Dates

59
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Why is this important?
* Important biographical information

* Witnesses and abutters could be family members
Or associates

* Places ancestor in time and place
* Understand how much property a person owned

e Efficient and accurate research

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Grantor Grantee Volume and Page Abstract

Parcel located in Thomason abutting the
property of Ezekiel Doe, Mrs. Coles, and
Emma |. Feyler. The property totals 2 and a
half acres. Deed written 31 August 1880
Emma ]. Feyler and Warren W. Frederick B. Doe of and reocorded 19 January 1881.

Feyler of Thomaston Thomaston Volume 59, Page 22 |Witnessed by Ezekiel Doe.

Parcel located in Camden abutting the
land formerly of Mrs. Frost now owned by
Messrs. Carleton Norwood and Co. The
property totaled 28 square rods. Deed was
Volume 61, Page  |written 20 February 1882 and recorded 18
G.F. Burgess of Camden Eliza A. Jones of Camden 290 April 1882. Witnessed by G.L. Burgess

Knox County, Maine
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Glossary

* Blacks Law Dictionary
— https://thelawdictionary.org/

* Genealogical Dictionary of Legal Terms

— https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Genealogica
| Dictionary of Legal Terms

* Patricia Law Hatcher, Locating Your Roots:
Discovering Your Ancestor in Land Records,
(Cincinnati: Betterway Books, 2003)
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Locating Historic

Parcels
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Challenges

* Antiquated language

— Metes, bounds, rods,
arpents, etc.

* Confusing language

* Property description does
not reveal modern day
landmarks

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Strategies

* Trace historic ownership of property

* What geographic features are mentioned in the

deed?

 Examine deeds of abutters

— What is mentioned in their property descriptions?

 Use historic maps, atlases, and local histories
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Essex County Deeds, 3:601-2
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* Vinson Stilson sold e,

this property in 1677
to Jonathan Bridgham

 Half an acre

* Bounded southerly by
street, Robert Rowles
to the west, Richard
Hanover also an
abutter

Essex County Deeds, 4:368-70
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* After purchasing parcel
from Vinson Stilson,
Jonathan Bridgman
sold the parcel to
Samuel Russell in 1678;
Russell was the owner
in 1700

 Robert Rowls and
Richard Hanover listed
as abutters

 Also mentioned in
Vinson Stilson deeds

Sidney Perley, “Marblehead in 1700”
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shortly after 1700, building upon the site a new house,
and died possessed of the estate in 1713.

John Conant House. 'I'bis lot was a part of the home-
stead of Lot Conant, yeoman, who lived in Marblehead as
early as 1657, and removed to Beverly about 1667. IHe
died, possessed of this house and lot, Sept. 29, 1674 ; and
the house, which was appraised at five pounds, descended
to his son John Conant, The latter died possessed of it,
Sept. 30, 1724, The house was probably standing in
1700,

Robert Rowls House. This was also a part of the home-
stead of Lot Conant, who owned this lot of land, and lived
in Marblehead, as early as 1657. He removed to Beverly
about 1667, and sold the house, orchard, garden, etc., to
John Trevy of Marblehead, fisherman, in or before 1669,
but gave him no deed of it until March 20, 1671.* The
house and land were owned by Robert Rowls of Marble-
head, fisherman, immediately afterward ; and he owned the
estate in 1700. How much longer the house stood is not
known,

Samuel Russell Houss. This lot was also a part of the
homestead of Lot Conant, as early as 1663, probably in
1657. He removed to that part of Salem which is now
Beverly, then called Bass river, in 1667 ; and sold this lot,
with the house thereon, to Vinson Stilson of Marblehead,
cordwainer, March 10, 1669-70.+ Mr. Stilson conveyed the
house and lot, for fifty-four pounds, to Jonathan Bridg-
ham of Boston, tanner, Aug. 2, 1677.f Mr. Bridgham
conveyed the same estate to Samuel Russell of Marble-
head June 29, 1678;§ and Mr. Russell owned it in 1700.
Apparently the house was then standing,

Richard Hanover House. ‘This lot of land belonged to
Moses Maverick early, and he conveyed it with the lot
marked Samuel Clark to Matthew Clark of Marblehead,
fisherman, Feb. 18, 16634.| Mr. Clark conveyed this
part of the lot to Edmund Gale of Marblehead, fisherman,

*Essex Registry of Deeds, book 3, leaf 140.

tEssex Registry of Deeds, book 3, leaf 181,

IEssex Registry of Deeds, book 4, leaf 174.

§Essox Registry of Deeds, book 5, leaf 9.
1 Essex Registry of Deeds, book 8, leaf 86,

=
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Sidney Perley, “Marblehead in 1700”
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Modern map of Marblehead
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Marblehead in 1700
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Tip
- Always check probate

records
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Maps
* Library of Congress

— www.loc.gov/maps

* Norman P. Levanthal Map and Education Center
— https://collections.leventhalmap.org

* David Rumsey Map Collection
— www.davidrumsey.com

* American Geographical Society

— https://collections.lib.uwm.edu/digital/collection/a
gdm/search/
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Maps

* Harvard University Scanned Maps

— https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/scanned-maps

* HistoryGeo.com

— Historygeo.com

* University of California Berkeley Geodata
— https://geodata.lib.berkeley.edu/?utf8=%E2%9C%9

3&q=
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Conclusion

* Always examine county land records

* Understand different index systems

* Fully abstract deeds to ensure efficient and
accurate research

e Use diverse sources

e Stay organized!
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QUESTIONS?
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Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations
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Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other
Records

Thank you for registering for the online seminar, Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records!

For generations, land has meant opportunity, independence, and even survival in America. It is what drove many of our ancestors to immigrate and what
motivated some to migrate across the country. While land records are essential to our family history research, they are often overlooked or misunderstood.
Hidden in the legalese and metes and bounds, there can be critical clues to extended family members and family relationships, the location of ancestral
homelands, and why our ancestors move from point A to point B. From colonial land grants and charters to proprietorship records and federal land
programs, this 5-week online seminar will give you the historical context of land records in America, the tools to find and decipher deeds, and strategies for
leveraging land records in your family history research.

This course includes five 90-minute classes and exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation. These recordings and all course
materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

https://www.americanancestors.org/land-records-unlocked-genealogists-quide-deeds-

and-other-records
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/education

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records

£ American Ancestors.

A NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HISTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Copyright © 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center






