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OVERVIEW

 Presentation (60 mins.)

* Wills & Testaments * Military records
* Land records * Occupational records

e Courtrecords

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Wills & Testaments
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Wills & Testaments

* Not as useful to family historians as in other
countries

 Often do not list names of relatives

* Up until 1868 only moveable property (things
other than real estate) could be included in
testaments
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Laws of Inheritance

* Eldest son inherited everything heritable (land,
buildings, other immoveable property)

* Law of primogeniture (eldest son inherits) in
etfect from 1868 to 1964

 All other children received equal share of
moveables (money, animals, tools, furniture)
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Moveable Property

* Anything you can pick up and move

* In testaments known as “goods, gear, sums of
money and debts”

* Moveable property divided in three parts:
— Jus relictae — the widow’s third

— Legitim — the bairns (children other than oldest)
split equally

— Deids part (part disposed of by deceased according
to his or her wishes)
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Execution of Testament

* Widow’s and bairns’ part were automatically

handled

* Executor only had to give up the deids part for
confirmation to the Commissary Court

* If no deids part in the testament, it was taken up
by next of kin by confirmation

* If no widow or kids, next nearest kin
(brothers/sisters) distributed equally

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 4: Tracing Scottish Ancetsry

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 4: Tracing Scottish Ancetsry

Testament Testamentar

* Consists of four parts:

1. Introductory clause
An inventory of the deceased’s possessions

2.
3. Confirmation clause
4.

Copy of the will

o Ifwill isn’'t attached, reference to where it is files,
usually Register of Deeds
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Testament: James Johnston, 1816
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Land Records
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Land Records

Until 2004 Scotland had a feudal system
All land belonged to the Crown

Ownership passed to immediate “vassal”
Originally military duty for land granted

Became payment of tiends (tithes) of produce or
money

Heirs did not automatically inherit land
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Land Terms

* Heritable immoveable property: The land under
the ownership of a vassal

* Retours of services of heirs: Return of the jury who
decides the rightful heir; goes to the Royal
Chancery

* Clare Constat: “Clearly shows”; system used by
subject superiors for their own vassals to inherit
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Retours of Services of Heirs

* Recorded in the records of the Chancery
(NRS C22 and C28)

* Index by Thomas Thomson in 3 volumes:

— Vol A: Special Inquisitions, Aberdeen-Kircudbright
(1544-1699)

— Vol B: Special Inquisitions, Lanark-Wigton
(1544-1699)

— Vol C: Decennial Indexes to Services of Heirs,
1700-1859; Inquisitiones Valorum; Inqutisiones de
Possessione Quinquennali, 1544-1699; General Table
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Registers of Retours and Services of Heirs

NRS Reference Description Dates
C22-27 Registers of Retours and Papers 1530-1912
C28-30 Service of Heirs from 1847

Indexes

Services of Heirs before 1700 (NRS reference C22)

'Inquisitionum Retornatarum Abbreviatio, 1425-1700'". Published in 3 volumes.
Index of persons and places arranged by county in volume 3. Printed.
These have been published on CD-ROM by the Scottish Genealogical Society.

Services of Heirs after 1700 (NRS reference C22 and C28)
Each volume contains two indexes: one by the name of the heir, the other by name of the

ancestor.
Indexes to Services of Heirs from 1700
Series Volume number Date Format
1st 1 1700-1749 Printed
1st 2 1750-1799 Printed
1st 3 1800-1829 Printed
1st 4 1830-1859 Printed
2nd 1 1860 -1869 Printed
7nd 2 1870 -1879 Printed

nrscotland.gov.uk/research/research-guides/research-guides-a-z/chancery-records
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Land Records

* Also found in Sasine Registers

o Sasine: relates to seize — a landholder was seized of

the land (aka physical holding of the land)

* Before 1617 handled by notaries

* After 1617 became the Register of Sasines

* Includes changes in ownership and secured debts
up until 1981

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Registers of Sasine

* Before 1781 are incomplete

After 1781:

— Indexes are good

— Printed abridgements arranged by county

e Similar to deeds in America — recorded within a
few days of being drawn up

* Exception: Sole heir already residing on premises
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Scottish Indexes

Home  Advanced Search  Record Sets  Search Help  Research Services  Learning Zone  Bookshop  About Us  Blog

Register of Sasines Index - Search Result e

Indexing Source Particular Register of Sasines Minute Book (Roxburgh, Selkirk and Peebles)

Deed Type Sasine
James Burn tenant in Maxwellheughmill of an annualrent of £20 sterling furth of the Lands of
Templehall or Templelands of Morebattle and teinds thereof, Parish of Morebattle,

Minute Text Roxburghshire, and of the said lands and teinds in security thereof, and of the principal sum of
£400 sterling penalty etc, on a heritable bond and disposition by James Hope mason in
Morebattle dated 8 February 1780.

County/Counties Roxburghshire
Date of Recording 28 February 1780
NRS Minute Book Reference RS82/8 fo. 21
Date of Deed 8 February 1780
NRS Volume Reference RS57/24

< Back to Search Results

Share this Entry:

Q060D O

scottishindexes.com/sasinesearch.aspx

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 22



Class 4: Tracing Scottish Ancetsry

A Hebw o) tevreriley ceghl Fay
0{4’/:’11 éca[ e 1/4042/74

/ :57 LA m;.? /2 Jorer

(57727270 RUItees f N@rrrer (Deczrr érzafn/g

' ////d/a el ece A et / v cerzreecal zered ‘/émy
/0/4/”/1 He, 7 S &(ﬁ/ /ﬂe/aﬂa’( % 4)%4/447?/
(ZaF \4’4'//’/? /()410'4 2 %azgfﬂﬂ/d . R loerratr e, g
/ //7 /;vzﬂfw)/ MI% /.ﬂm/dl e/ /1/1}./ re /
/ ’ (2/79 /mf/m»'-/dfﬂﬂ'd e T W

Z J(({(/?tg; e (/2({ (Jﬂa"/ﬂ ”zr%e(/ém

,-‘é(/z et 20828 FELT? (% 67}/ ereaés, /.‘-;_.
( /()(‘((’d’éﬂ% 01 27 / /za/fr/ e f(w 7 222 D2 fromego. .

/fﬂfl/’) //7 )Zl;/}(} //ﬂ Slewbezr c7t %Wl/‘/ﬂm/

Yardler m/ e 47 f ndamy ceceend .
%ﬂf’w /,, %}ﬂ jM’/a( eeratece /i
/ %/4 6,;”/”:/ ((f/m s72 KPM j)

§ Tiotloccasy /750 - ( /M
Wi Aer-elf

Original Minute Book

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 4: Tracing Scottish Ancetsry

,
e /h VPP P
/
& A
21 fece /((fy,—.-e/ srrarricn & /,,,fﬂ‘ A, ,,_,(p)’m

“

I e ((f/ e 'r-rrn ’ ;("/' e/
*”/ faac Zide Hcler ¢ /ru{,r’arr :?rrzl )J(,},,)
Ered « ’“‘" oF ree) /J/ar fi-’f/('u/; 'f(//‘r(rau, %2,
rorrerrticon. ..,/(/uw /)(1 rrc ,(‘/p(-,q 222 ,”f.
/-’«h/ﬁh?d‘/ (P AEC le Heeeilee 2P0 ARl T o
Fornde! oo f?//r/ cfen
4 f//u 1/}!/ 2Ll yfi’/f{) ///:‘ o FIFFFIL IO f;fw
e ')r/u 22NER (/,/,_, ol (‘,,,_,«(/N K2R CT Y fui

"'” Hhee ’/z "/ ﬁ'//z rericeet f/((’s/d’ FPIZTICCLTIT 0,

2270 w/a ee . /,«/‘,m o

& /rr rreceIn f/ ﬂ reqeeloree rn /m o> 7N _(,J(?rf( 271 ? (Ol
el n’?r«a(&fq / *w’m.i Lrrieed Foreteered W

1({?’1!'(’('[’ }‘5’/) 71/'//1/,/ D)y chlown corton
// o rn ~CEd /’////rt‘/ il

2 /CI'/”’”‘” } w K// S el sie eoreridy Gaphta,
j’?{"’”-”” 74 of jfﬁuur/ 2300 Shmitdnrd s fo
S larieq Aeweh

(dl‘fﬂ v1d .-.v.z(d/ oo
//’ e hs! (/‘.7 Fhow 1 itthcermintd 4
vlasies /"'lu-.f/ﬁu m...r/u;/,“(-) Ly A Aoud 41.“,'
afifrsssten o ahioidy Omriders sinstins oo oo 4
Gl Seracrir af Eliuirs weid lovelusiforermmers/toicm
‘alrd foed 5(,,,,.4,) 1ni A fpmr Levertant tagasl off
asdioret Goerdeoss |t Hsfot o His fheres i
Cecngh oIellen S “ “/r(ﬁ- Curraferrora fo il of
ﬁa&..mwf Drrade Hhors arisort io'Funa 1613y b
DS r o) ollocery a/}r SHa) P aree’ a/ 4)1'43"“
Sirr frasond ﬁ.‘/.z.i/»-l

Ahn 6:,,{4) vy /4(' e
RS S

st sl

S ortocor ale FPtes: 47
Prverrerid oS iipor
of P e §
a:«) 147"544/44’ asd
..’.._.ﬂ?.. LD 4(..;,,«/-
Ciry o f 04 ot

Gad

s

) ’ \ )
dsed Somese Keosidned

of Jf‘&‘ ‘u:f;- »}: Benst
Kas /Ay. Fhiar iy ranat
» ShiSoioe JYfvmcies)

Vit e Lm e A ciiban ~
Y

ot Iayloes g X

2 ped’

(Benddor wre Mlat

o L lodla

Particular Register

fera of
cebid M Ay hisbisad oye Hi) Lt

:‘”‘ Sho Aeisslp R gy ow ﬂ/u«n.. o A

L 17

atly safiest She Lrai2d sf R AaoiBy 9

Y e e sid i am

Ho ,67

4 btilo seih Pidrrefies Voo didssadiaris Corg

1D penser

\yin reseatiiud Aatlid oo Bstarrs
(4

fotr Antt) M aittcs) iov hiad fomidgfhe csntly coveste

/‘f sAS Soreaefol s « anisiin //zv £ redoalid com
Kenad bl Pored | flen PRSI o
b Fevew migs Corrs fromied s Colioct fry Arsght ool

5
bt sy Jo (mond drt Frasria =5 dukey
/Ir.-..cm”){m/,/ Initl)

Jarre)
R
facoeed oot

She 220
'/.{t L’
Frtrns b vt

Sasrees
o

frtr Jfrovoer o,
Yotary Jreotilichs o aid

,{,- Kavels 2ree ,(,../-4(,;\4-,.,.:
vor ok

n;u Savison CoriSacoviy frﬁ’ﬁu‘:fly

) el wd §invited Aoy
Diretl o F0CE S oty i

Poeinnee tosreed Zoe

¢ S Gtes reesy o au,y‘«u ity L mecan
-

& tor-ry /Lu-..,),
4 ihe s
Jie Lhgrss

pmlal,

Py
'/M’""
eass {J//e\- e

Savrnse Hofir! Pt ibten) 434 \ i =
/. g ) P ocarie s B hleges Karrs

asnress /‘ ‘

Vot vcafl ot SerSia biocesad Lo Lomidssi

AN Priir s Ko i~

D

xfn.:l' .
Aervsd exeecs fovv mAesd
Ao SKe) daz
J’- 5
e Pt ‘ﬁrw-’ g Seawrt 7,’:-“.) )(Aa.n#..})

o M ebed. })z,,,,y ared st

o npislns
Sroian s d?u:.’ur,
2agudpal S 4‘-4.-17 ,Q‘MJX Ja/ j
e R /,&« o relApaan /,(‘ tdm s RS Y

o siers

Sure éi\_‘/;y oo s e

,; P eensrrbicsPupt

ey z_«.fﬂ#/ o
of Argesedads f«u,.,((:/ pwrcais f ¢ faclena - Lopt
adus X s P ans i P bimnyg s ? e

MMX.
AR J fmt:.r
- ..-/ﬂ;m-

Laid Ser it G5t %’-nlfu
£ loan Aaet | A

Dasy of (Preere 7 Za {

Hw «/"2»».7 at Ao

- £ eoroudian
Hha diwe 74‘-/?( (247.!-’ aedrd (jw}
A_-( cyenlt & torres Sadnrg 8¢ L “‘J k-

.Jﬂ»m 9 Aa u_f) 4 rp Bt i “"/““J ’/}fm 7 'T
Sr fernset Aar ;pﬁy priaest .-f.“‘f -In.r)@u,. e

bafrer H Liares wst (Pagy af™ "}:-'.A"J“

Civpias o7

Sorrs’

” [ Z4 N ey

Faed TN Llen o Nasiisd #’}’"/f Jredlick, Fo A
red dmae SR mred Hea e -/ S Snhiiphar fonnstnest
Ja.y

Tohieaki DecoPirgly
axd afrleasconn

81 Josa s of avy frack-eripolir -
Praites fouofula dot Dag

&’

enfreadsd
-,{hu/ (:AJ;:J/ Cavedr

oy lrae Fhesaeey 7000 of Tha o fonl of Poasttiny
Havady Gosrssiotedtid 4 Kopes feac « A

lorrsdod &) Flade #aead

Lopptraiined pom

Lo st g s 70

o o rr. ayerd /,,u&-yz/ l
%
Shasiiof A2 AT {
|
|

v foorbimr of S
o
u . rraniben sl bradesst e Loy ,‘"_,)‘_"l'
: ) Frney o
o f St ot Ak L % , A I
aed hnie) pasg sris ot agf

Laschr Her ...tff

q . F]

>
e At foereths? frmcasihe JE

heate) ericicdy ctalliy il Aer ity faitin

Jiat ese

)2
sy (Baen sis wnl focs azd Sissies SGearst mwid

oare of Hoen e ritad
A,..“t- Lo e u./‘-j

&y @ Bses

APPSRy |

LR /,-»
) q\())u i e frwrt

Detoirgaresad A fireo'or)

Cart faser) @Lr 2oty o

Yrwrtd Lot mosed A....j.

Ay
f}lllf/l"‘xlf
Laead Ao oulbe xres!

st v pras) Sropitearics o Sion) she e lrride

AR 4',,/., ey
ﬂ-{”uﬂt;
VAR rmete s A e Dusi
| aeid Elacess of Yedemy.
,"‘) Secreantt) @Ko

G-Keah Fiasetodite Lloord

PO P i e

o ot .‘/ "'"“7 S s
¢ Hhw ./u}‘(:‘.‘\u.-/ AW

arezs

Sint) e biBeerreatily

o Ared s fﬁ,,..u q.,,l

Luappd ety ;2"' ) S founmid b SO
srasp fer A ,«..); o !b_)“’ N
e

sali D A Al e
) a;zﬂ e ‘,.‘,J v o
~f So medlioy

—n./{.. tcre fpleaie s,

/: fo Aonrs e aRe) Aoy iiv b
(Boaseline iy folmeessn

J ﬂu,.-/ e as Efecs

& .uu-n» p/n/--- P

i oi AAe Fim .,J,:/r[.‘
ara .7’4:,.

- . A
Ao fpeat F A i fun
& yeeeedion Lo Kech
ey Kcavmrsalide] winy

s S ave fo Aic Kanlr
o raslete gl Frethiy
WY SO B
L yis) Aeasl s boswnnlln

hd‘ﬂf Aons -3}5.444

fos Sfss) Aisin
e /ﬂ;.ou,,'f. wf P i s bkl

y/a Py 4 s Botssrtess o

¥ /&.d/na A nd ./».{

o ,,,,),,-,./,/I,A-U. Shrn aflen  Aenletssy S
o b foi fnsrms o Suristar

T\‘ﬁa: of At fonmi e e

#o Liarentde f 7
ears Y P 2% /‘/“‘L 01,, ﬁ""“‘v lailer >
ity ,..)'?»...7

e srd /..."/ A grai Dot
Aenedodt ) Soer? 2B g oy

i) MiiniaCrritairnid s

Ly

n ante -1-/'*?{‘

i G e

\
quwy/ ahad coriBen

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

[ i
)

arem

exeolirralioy Fecredecs

B L5 Sihiike Tnlela. Slatt Aol
A of ’ﬁ,‘ "'”";‘/ Tirdlra s /ate ’7’

S #idew
/-. "z

0 F it 2Gralh sl
Lo £ prat) Aontt
voseTadesreafin
£l ssfplfdD
SR P A
L
s /3"-,» s,
Lle Mot Mo
of e Farr (ia
e P e Fevedir
Hoante fou R B
wpee t-f¢4</¢.)
v
..‘fa.«t'-../....(f
o ra) AHDasd .
| 5L serter Lophe
s Mol

D o

PP /
£ yd

{0 <hred dmsrros
) frts si P o
P
e 4 ﬁ-(xl.-..,_
i Mac s gial
Lasd ffay av e
e of S 4
Grsnn fo EH
o Jor-Fha dacd
(:‘lytll’ —
s of AieS
enstorin Blass

Fudd

ot foovorto Rae,.,

Prarevriad o

Aimend? D

]

SEA by,
% sl .4_,,7 .

P s
7.4;(.)/,\,4__‘
. "":""7,»‘-_0
2ved &,

>

e o)

Al Hoasdiam 4

¥
laays

ros P o AS
bepr Axsim iy
s b .],,-,{,‘
) Pl s Rui]
V)P PR P
apn Lloa futd
(eaeecios e
" @ o ant (Gorni
rrere »,..4‘:'/4 /e'..
soveristions o,
v (Derersrrtin -

A

R Ly~

‘%u ,gjuk,,.
Al Deas &

bis

n sefie clagy
Fidl

prie pidla on o
"..'{z,'.‘ pra

“rreein (é;}f

PP rulelidit
o ',w'/b-'
mr s sveassmad
Cocar af < cpeani
s Pl At

24



[T

Abbreviations & Latin help

found in Durie’s
Scottish Genealogy




QUESTIONS?
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Court Records
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©American

Legal History

* Scottish law differs from laws of England and
Wales even after the union of 1707

* Scotland, England, and Wales make up Great
Britain

* United Kingdom is the above three plus Northern
Ireland (all of Ireland prior to 1922)

Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Scottish Legal System

Statute Law Common Law

e Comes from bodies with ¢ Comes from judgments in

legislative powers: the courts
— Royal proclamations * Based on Scots legal
— Acts of Parliament tradition
— European Community  « Reljes on precedent

Treaties
e Comes from:

— Roman law
— Canon law

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 29
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Order of Authority

Criminal Courts
* High Court of Justiciary

e Sheriff Court

e District Court

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Civil Courts

* Supreme Court
(previously House of
Lords in London)

 Court of Session

o Sheriff Court
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Research Guides A- Court of Session Records

Z The Court of Session is Scotland's supreme civil court and National Records of Scotland (NRS)
Adoption Records holds records of the court from the 16th century onwards.
Birth, Death and Marriage Please note that although Court of Session record groups are normally freely open to public
Records access, those dating after 1915 are currently (October 2017) subject to a temporary re-closure
Buildings pending a sensitivity review. Before visiting our search rooms please contact staff for more
information.

Burgh Records

If you are visiting us to research Court of Sessions (CS) records, you may wish to print out our
guides, familiarise yourself with them, and refer to them during your visit. Start with this first
Catholic Parish Registers guide, which acts as an introduction for inexperienced searchers.

Canal Records

fenminRerortn The other guides deal with different types of Court of Session records:

Chancery Records
Unextracted Processes (UPs) after 1660

Church Records Extracted Processes (EPs) after 1660
Coal Mining Records Other Court of Session series
Sequestrations

Coats of Arms

Commissary Court Records Catalogues and findlng aids

Company Registration When searching for processes, you will normally have to look up:

Records
e Our online electronic catalogue

Court and Legal records .
e Card indexes

Court of Session Records s fedexes innaliames

Extracted Processes

Unextracted processes (UPs) and extracted processes (EPs)

The distinction between the unextrcated and extracted processes is simply stated:

Unextracted Processes

nrscotland.gov.uk/research/research-guides/research-guides-a-z/court-of-session-records
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Scottish Indexes

|
J

Home  Advanced Search  Record Sets  Conference Learning Zone  Research Services  About Us  Contact  Cart

Search Our Record Sets

As well as the global search it can be useful to search our historical record sets individually to find those elusive ancestors!

We have indexed historical records which will help you trace your Scottish family tree. These range from prison records to property
records, health records and court records. You find out more about each record set in our Scottish Genealogy Learning Zone.

You can either click here to search all records simultaneously or select a category below. Visit our coverage pages to see a detailed
breakdown of what you can search on this site.

COURT OF SESSION

CLERKS MARKS
1695 - 1860

Search Scotland's Criminal Search Mental Health Records Search Court of Session Index

Database

Search Poor Relief Records Search Deeds Index Search Registers of Sasines Search Kelso Dispensary Patient
Registers

Contact Us Privacy Terms of Use About Us Shopping Cart

scottishindexes.com/recordsets.aspx
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H/\fwf;] Scottish Indexes
|

Home  Advanced Search  Record Sets  Search Help  Research Services  Learning Zone

Search Results

High Court - Crown Office Precognitions

Name and Designation Age
James (or James Bell) Carruthers alias Bell, miller, Belfast, Antrim, 39
Ireland

James Anderson, labourer, Watson Street Model Boarding House, 32

Glasgow, Lanarkshire
James Bell Carruthers, miller, Garscube Road, Glasgow, Lanarkshire 33

James Berry, slater, Inverkip, Renfrewshire 37
James Brown, packman (brought up in Irvine), Bridgegate, Glasgow,
Lanarkshire

James Convery, old clothes dealer, New Wynd, Glasgow, Lanarkshire 34

James Devlin, married, gardener, Cumberland Street Lane, Edinburgh,
. ; 27
Midlothian

James Douglas, labourer, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire 24

James Hunter, collier (in the employment of Campbell Snodgrass,
coalmaster, Thornhill), Johnstone, Abbey, Renfrewshire

James King, chimney sweep, No fixed abode

James Martin, dyer (son of William Martin, cowfeeder), Sciennes, 21
Edinburgh, Midlothian

James Scott, journeyman blacksmith, Todhill, Dumfriesshire 24
James Smith alias Morrison, No fixed abode 22

Criminal Database Search

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Birthplace

Dumfries

Dumfries
Dumfriesshire
Dumfries

Dumfries

Dumfries
Dumfriesshire
Tinwald

Thornhill

Annan, Dumfriesshire
Dumfries

Canonbie, Dumfriesshire

Dumfries

Bookshop

Role

Accused

Accused

Accused

Accused
Accused
Accused
Accused
Accused
Accused
Accused
Accused

Accused

Accused

About Us

Year

1863
1900

1857
1867

1833
1854
1856
1844
1829
1831
1832

1832
1885

Blog

Full Record

Full Record
Full Record
Full Record

Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record

Full Record
Full Record
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High Court of Justiciary Trial Papers

Name and Designation Age Birthplace Role Year

James (or James Bell) Carruthers 39 Dumfries Accused 1863
James Anderson 32 Dumfries Accused 1900
James Bell Carruthers 33 Dumfriesshire Accused 1857
James Berry 37 Dumfries Accused 1867
James Convery 34 Dumfries Accused 1854
James Devlin, married 27 Dumfriesshire Accused 1856
James Douglas, labourer, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire 24  Tinwald Accused 1844 Full Record
James King Annan, Dumfriesshire Accused 1831 Full Record
James Scott 24 Canonbie, Dumfriesshire = Accused 1832
James Smith alias Morrison 22  Dumfries Accused 1885
James Smith, joiner, Stoop, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire 41  Dumfries Accused 1844
John Tait alias James Robert Burnside 27  Dumfries Accused 1850
John Wilson alias Patrick McCabe alias James Ferguson 21 Dumfries Accused 1863
Oliver Lockhart alias James Stewart 29 Dumfriesshire Accused 1833

Sheriff Court Criminal Records

No results found

Prison Register Index

Name, Occupation and Residence Age Birthplace Prison Year
James Adair, Hostler, Dumfries 19  Dumfries Dumfries 1877 Full Record
{Maywelltnwn)

Criminal Database Search

w
o
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High Court of Justiciary Trial Papers - Search Result e

Title Trial papers relating to James Smith, James Douglas

Name James Douglas

Role Accused

Designation labourer, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire

Age 24

Approx Birth Year 1820

Crime Theft by housebreaking, habit and repute, and previous conviction
Trial Date 29 April 1844

Trial Location Dumfries

Verdict Guilty

Verdict Comments Guilty in terms of own confession - theft by housebreaking, and previous conviction.
Sentence Imprisonment - 18 months

NRS Reference JC26/1844/146 <

Related Documents
AD14/44/17

List of Accused
Name and Designation Age Birthplace Crime

Theft by housebreaking, habit and

James Douglas, labourer, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire 24 Tinwald . L.
repute, and previous conviction

Theft by housebreaking, habit and

James Smith, joiner, Stoop, Dumfries, Dumfriesshire 41 Dumfries repute, and previous conviction

< Back to Search Results

Criminal Database Search

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Person
Details

Person

Details
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Prison Register Index

Name, Occupation and Residence

James Johnston, Tailor, Lochmaben
James Johnston, Farm Servant, Kells
James Johnston, Hawker, Dumfries
James Johnston, Mason, Dryfesdale
James Johnston, Ploughman, Lockerbie
James Johnston, Graindealer, Maxwelltown
James Johnston, Hawker, Dumfries
James Johnston, Stockingmaker, Kelso
James Johnston, Grocer, Maxwelltown
James Johnston Senr., Labourer, Moffat
James Johnston Junr., Labourer, Moffat

James Johnston, Carter, Dumfries

James Johnston or Harrow, Mason, Sanquhar

James Johnston or Farrow, Mason, Sanquhar
James Johnston, Labourer, Dumfries

James Johnston, Mason, Dumfries

James Johnston, Labourer, Dumfries

James Johnston, At school, Dumfries

James Johnston, Labourer, No fixed

Criminal Database Search

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Age
62

23
25
33
20
47
34
34
51
55
30
46
28
29
49
32
50
9

39

Birthplace
Kirkmahoe

Dumfries
Dumfries
Dryfesdale
Dunscore
Lochmaben
Dumfries
Dumfries
Lochmaben
Moffat
Moffat

Dunscore
Thornhill
Thornhill
Dunscore
Thornhill
Dunscore
Dumfries

Dumfries

Prison

Dumfries
Kirkcudbright
Wigtown
Dumfries
Dumfries
Kirkcudbright
Jedburgh
Kelso
Maxwelltown
Lanark

Lanark

Dumfries
(Maxwelltown)
Dumfries
(Maxwelltown)
Dumfries
(Maxwelltown)
Dumfries
(Maxwelltown)
Dumfries
(Maxwelltown)
Dumfries
(Maxwelltown)
Dumfries
(Maxwelltown)
Dumfries
(Maxwelltown)

Year

1848
1851
1852
1853
1857
1859
1861
1861
1861
1870
1870
1878
1878
1879
1882
1882
1883
1883

1904

Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record

Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record
Full Record

Full Record
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Prison registers - Search results Advanced people search >

For help with your results, please consult our prison registers guide.
The @ icon is displayed to the left of each result. Click on this to view more details about the entry.

If an entry states that the individual has alias/other name(s) recorded in the register, click on @ to view
the corresponding alias/other name(s).

You searched for: Forename: Johnston', Forename Option: 'Starts’, Prison: 'PERTH PRISON'

3 Results Showing 1-3 of 3 (1 page)
< Surname  Second Forename  Has Age Where born Year Prison Image View
surname alias/other admitted

name(s)

Turn off 'Tips' o

PERTH
Save search > @ CAMPBELL - JOHNSTON - 23 PERTH 1904 PRISON View image (6 credits)

| View image (s raity |
Search registers of people admitted
to Scottish prisons to 1921. @  INNES JOHNSTON ~ ——-- 31 AUCHTERMUCHTY 1890 25t
Currently, registers for Perth Prison
are available.
LAWSON - JOHNSTONE - 10 e 1908 <l

Read how to search prison registers
and understand their contents in
our prison registers guide, or how to
sort and filter search results and
how to activate search tips on this

page.

ScotlandsPeople Prison Register
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REGISTER OF CRIMINAL PRISONERS AND
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Court of the Lord Lyon

* Heraldic and
genealogical matters

e Criminal and civil
enforcement of use of
arms

* Right to use certain
names and titles

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Start your search

Select a category to get started

People

| Volume search

Search for a specific volume by
reference or search all volumes by
date range.

Search for a volume »

Virtual Volumes

Places Virtual Volumes Maps and plans

Image Library

| Record creator search

Search for records of a kirk session,
presbytery or other court or
institution.

Search record creators »

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

sculptured
Stonrs

FLUIAG PLAR
OF PARY BF THE £5TATE OF

RUTHRIESTON,

LAY

Place search

Search for all records relating to a
place such as a parish, county or
city.

Search places >

e
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Virtual Volumes

results

@ Privacy information v
You searched for - Record Creators: "‘Dumfries”, Search type: "all”
Refine search v
Showing 1to 6 of 6 (1 pages)
Name Description Type More info
Dumfries - Greyfriars kirk session A church court thOt_ sat within the presbytery of Dumfries and Church court more View
the synod of Dumfries. —
A church court that sat within the presbytery of Dumfries and
Dumfries - St Mary's kirk session ) ! P ytery Church court more View
the synod of Dumfries. —
A church t that sat within th byt f Dumfri d
Dumfries - St Michael's kirk session chureh court tha _sc withinthe presbytery of bumfries an Church court more View
the synod of Dumfries.
Dumfries presbytery A higher court of the Church of Scotland. Church court more View
Dumfries synod A higher court of the Church of Scotland. Church court more View
Great Britain's national mapping agency. Records relating to
Ordnance Survey - Dumfries county Dumfries county, a county in the south west of Scotland, also Government body more View

known as Dumfriesshire.

ScotlandsPeople Virtual Volumes

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Dumfries - St Michael's kirk session

A church court that sat within the presbytery of Dumfries and the synod of Dumfries. The church was granted to Kelso Abbey at the
beginning of the twelfth century.

Records available
« Minutes (1712-1735) (CH2/537/1)

« Minutes (1735-1743) (CH2/537/2)

« Minutes (1743-1750), Accounts (1747-1750) (CH2/537/3)
« Minutes (1750-1754) (CH2/537/4)

« Minutes (1754-1759) (CH2/537/5)

« Minutes (1759-1768) (CH2/537/6)

e Minutes (1768-1776) (CH2/537/7)

« Minutes (1776-1785) (CH2/537/8)

« Minutes (1785-1795) (CH2/537/9)

« Minutes (1795-1808) (CH2/537/10)

« Minutes (1808-1620) (GH2/537/11) _
« Minutes (1820-1838) (CH2/537/12)

« Minutes (1648-1661) (CH2/537/13)

« Minutes (1668-1688) (CH2/537/14)

« Minutes (1689-1699) (CH2/537/15/1)

St. Michael’s Kirk Sessions Records

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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®©® & =» @ a [} = o9 Q O 0 ® =

Purchase Previous Next Zoom in Zoom out Fit height Fit width Rotate Rotate Invert Contrast Brightness Contents

Dumfries kirk session, Minutes (1808-1820), CH2/537/11, Image CH000200537-00011-00001- oo
Records of Scotland. Copyright restricted. For enquiries regarding the re-use of this image coniV/e [FT3a =R ele] 1111 8] RS
National Records of Scotland.

1 - Minutes, 1808

15 - Minutes, 1809

P ScotlandsPeople 41_3:: : ﬁ
' 123 - Minutes, 1812
$ 156 - Minutes, 1813
178 - Minutes, 1814
{ 203 - Minutes, 1815
| 223 - Minutes, 1816
1 249 - Minutes, 1817
3 274 - Minutes, 1818
¢ ' 307 - Minutes, 1819
) 333 - Minutes, 1820
349 - Minutes, index

Bhasahasshisiicanidai

ot
> -‘///f’//’ S and )’L/gﬁ/‘/,’/ ,.57‘7/'/

R~ :
ek ScotlandsPeople

CH2/537/11, Dumfries kirk session, Minutes (1808-1820)

ScotlandsPeople Kirk Sessions
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Use the Ordnance Survey

volumes to find places
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Volume search

Search for a specific volume by
reference or search all volumes by
date range.

Search for a volume »

-

/
g 7 E e
A <
e AR R

Scottish Cabinet
records search

Search for Cabinet records of the
Scottish Government.

Search Cabinet records »

| Record creator search

Search for records of a kirk session,
presbytery or other court or
institution.

Searchrecord creators »

| Tax rolls

Search for 17th-19th century tax
rolls.

Search taxrolls »

FEVIAG i
OF PART F THE E3TRIE OF
=

R0 ZTON,

| Place search

Search for all records relating to a
place such as a parish, county or
city.

Search places »

Sculptured
SLONCS

Ordnance Survey
Name Books

Search for Ordnance Survey Name
Books.

Search OS Name Books »

scotlandspeople.gov.uk/search-records?tab=virtual_volumes#search_records

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Reference Record Creator Short Description Starts Ends More
info

051/10/28 Ordnance Survey - Dumfries oS ijme Books - Dumfries county - Volume 28 1848 1858 ore View OS1/10/28
county - Parish of Johnstone

051/10/29 Ordnance Survey - Dumfries oS Nf:me Boo.ks - Dumfries county - Volume 29 1848 1858 more View 0S1/10/29
county - Parish of Keir

051/10/30 Ordnance Survey - Dumfries (OF] Ngme BoPks - Dumfries county - Volume 30 1848 1858 - View OS1/10/30
county - Parish of Kirkconnel

051/10/31 Ordnance Survey - Dumfries (OF] N(.:lme Bo.0k5 - Dumfries county - Volume 31 1848 1858 more View 0S1/10/31
county - Parish of Kirkmahoe
Ordnance Survey - Dumfries OS Name Books - Dumfries county - Volume 32

0s1/10/32 4 _ oK B 1848 1858 more  View OS1/10/32
county - Parish of Kirkmichael

051/10/33 Ordnance Survey - Dumfries oS ijme Bo.oks - D.umfries F:ounty - Volume 33 1848 1858 - View OS1/10/33
county - Parish of Kirkpatrick Fleming

051/10/34 Ordnance survey - bumiries OS Nt.]me boF)Ks - L).um'rrles county - volume 34 1848 1858 ore View OS1/10/34
county - Parish of Kirkpatrick - Juxta
Ordnance Survey - Dumfries OS Name Books - Dumfries county - Volume 35

051/10/35 y , y 1848 1858 more  View 0S1/10/35
county - Parish of Langholm

051/10/36 Ordnance Survey - Dumfries 0S Nc.ume Books - Dumfries county - Volume 36 1848 1858 more View OS1/10/36
county - Parish of Lochmaben

0S1/10/37 Ordnance Survey - Dumfries (O] Ngme 809ks - D.umfries county - Volume 37 1848 1858 more View 0S1/10/37
county - Parish of Middlebie

051/10/38 Ordnance Survey - Dumfries OS Name Books - Dumfries county - Volume 38 1848 1858 more View OS1/10/38

county

- Parish of Moffat

AARL ~ . ft s Vi AA

List of OS volumes - Dumfries
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PlacesV About Places Records Transcribe Contact Enter a search term

0S1/10/33/113 | flw]=

Records / Ordnance Survey Name Books / Dumfriesshire OS Name Books, 1848-1858 / Dumfriesshire volume 33 / 0S1/10/33/113
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Virtual Volumes

Kirkpatrick-Fleming kirk session, Minutes (1783-1825), CH2/232/1

Image number
Add to timeline n Report an issue
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Download Previous Next Zoom in Zoom out Fit height Fit width Rotate Rotate Invert Contrast Brightness Contents
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157 - Minutes, 1799
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e
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Adoption

* Not handled legally until passage of the Adoption
of Children (Scotland) Act 1930

* Arranged through Sheriff Courts (1930+)

* Private adoptions (pre-1930) were arranged by:
— Barnardos

— Quarriers

* Informal adoptions may be noted in birth records
and census records
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Barnardo's

Who we are What we do Get involved Work with us News and blog

3 -
~ . » A
’

fal, , - 4 = U .\1.‘
Support children and families
arriving from Ukraine

4

= 5 — - - ' | "N

=  Donate now - h _A‘l f y
“. e e T, . ¢

" —

m Barnardo’s Ukrainian support helpline

barnardos.org.uk/
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Our history

We've kept our promise to protect children and young people for over 150 years

Beginnings — the Ragged School

Thomas John Barnardo was born in Dublin, Ireland, in
1845. As a young man he moved to London to trainas a
doctor. When he arrived, he was shocked to find children
living in terrible conditions, with no access to education.
Poverty and disease were so widespread that one in five
children died before their fifth birthday. When a cholera
epidemic swept through the East End, leaving 3000
people dead and many orphaned children, the young
Barnardo felt an urgent need to help.

Thomas Barnardo at his desk

His first step, in 1867, was to set up a 'ragged school’
where children could get a free basic education. One
evening a boy at the mission, Jim Jarvis, took Barnardo around the East End, showing him children
sleeping on roofs and in gutters. What he saw affected him so deeply he decided to abandon his
medical training and devote himself to helping children living in poverty.

No child should be turned away

In 1870, Barnardo opened his first home for boys. As well
as putting a roof over their heads, the home trained the
boys in carpentry, metalwork and shoemaking, and found
apprenticeships for them.

barnardos.org.uk/
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Donate ContactUs

Conference Centre Resources

QSARRIERS AboutUs ¢ OurServices ' Workwithus ¢ Get Involved Donate Q

i
f
')
Y
21
=
J
.
I}
-

"‘hh

4

quarriers.org.uk/
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Conference Centre Resources Donate ContactUs

Q:;ARRIERS AboutUs I« OurServices ! Workwithus ! GetlInvolved Donate Q

The Story of William Quarrier
5 X QVARRIERS

@ From a regulated UK healthcare |} RSN ’i't-

Qv

Quarriers Charity

provider

13
b

Watch on (33 YouTube

The story of William Quarrier

Manaaoe consent

quarriers.org.uk/
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Military Records
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Military Records

e Before 1707:

— Scotland had its own military

— They were called up as needed and dismissed after

* In1707:

— Governments of England and Scotland combined

— Military of England and Scotland combined

* 1707 forward:
— Records housed at PRO in England

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Ancestral Trails

* By Mark Herber
 2nd Edition AN CE STRAL

TRAILS

GENEALOGY AND
FAMILY HISTORY

* Offers detailed chapter
on military records

e

SECOND EDITION
FULLY UPDATED AND REVISED

"ASSO,
< (o33

o K
S WINNER %
- OUTSTANDING Z
REFERENCE 3
)‘L WORK ,.;’
Q, 40
LAY

MARK HERBER
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Military service was an
occupation for life

Officers came from
upper class

Soldiers from working
class

Substitutes could be
purchased
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Occupational Records
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Burghs and Burgesses

To work in a burgh, you had to join a guild of the
Incorporated Trades

To join the guild, had to have Burgess Ticket as a
freeman of the burgh

The Burgess Rolls can be traced back for centuries
Burgess system continued until 1975

Rolls listed admitted burgesses who could vote

erican Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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ROLT

EDINBURGH BURGESSES

AND

GUIELBD-BRETHREN;

1761—1841.

EDITED BY

IR RLEES: B BOOG WATSON, F.S. Ant. Scot., F.R.5.E.
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Roll of LEdinburgh Burgesses,
1761—13841.

Abercrombie (Abercromby), Alexr., grocer, B., in r. of w. Elizabeth,

dr. of David Cunninghame, baxter, B. 28 Sept. 1786
», David, printer, B., in r. of late fr. Alexr. A., grocer 27 Mar. 1812
»» John, surgeon, B. 31 Oct. 18c4
y» Major-Genl. Ralph, of Tullybody, B. and G., gratis, by act
of C. 22 Dec. 1790
»» Col. Robert, of the 37th regt. of foot, and aid-du-camp to His
Majesty, B. and G, by act of C. 5 July 1736
» Capt. Wm.,, B. and G,, gratis, by act of C. of 22 Feb. (where
he is s. of Lieut.-Genl. James A., and is of the (é/ank) regt.
of Toot 20 reb. 1703
Aberdour, James, founder, B., by r. of w. Isobel, dr. of George
Aitken, smith, B. 20 Apr. 1763

The Right Hon. Lord Sholtoe, B. and G., gratis, by act of C. 8 July 17

(;]

3]

sy  Wm., founder, B., in r. of w. Hclm dr. of John Burns, mt., B. 2 Sept. 1761

Abernethy, Alexr., shoemaker, B, in r. of w. Elizabeth, dr. of Hugh
Newton, weaver, B. 25 Nov. 1781
- i' B —— ———

,» Alexr., candlemaker, B., as p. to John Kedie, candlemaker, B.
22 June 1807
, Alexr., painter, B., in r. of late fr. Alexr. A., shoemaker, B. 8 Dec. 1807
e I:tmu, mt., B. 10 Jan. 1782
s ] umes, corkcutter, B., in r. of fr. James A., mt, B. 17 Jan. 1732

19

Burgess Roll

Thomas Liddell, mt B., in r. of fr. Alexr. A., baker; also G.,
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LIST po | ot i By e g i
FREEHOLDERS  FREEHOLDERS

STANDING ON THE OLD ROLL, AP S
" : COUNTY OF ABERDEEN,
AND OF - ' %
STANDING ON THE OLD ROLL,

THE ELECTORS 1892.

-

‘The Act declares, (§ 27.) that ** every Voter shall poll at the Polling- -

ADMITTED UNDER THE ACT, 2. & 3. WILL. .

Chap. 65. . Placsof the district within which the premises, or anypart of them,
in respect of which he clalms to vote, may be situate ;"—so that
Taken from the Certified List made up by the Sheriff-clerk; -~ thesd Freeholders, whose superiorities are situated in two or more
districts, may vote at the Polling-Place appointed for either of
3 these districts. The letter p, in the following List, denotes Parish
- WITR AN : or Parishes, which are annexed to the names of the Freeholders,
- e for the purposc of polnting outﬂu?olllng—!’he-.twhichthw )
are entitled to vote. A
APPENDIX,
Containing an : AnpErsoN, Major John, of Candacmg, P.
’ ' Udny, Fyvie, Turriff

ABSTRACT OF THE CLAUSES OF THE ACT Arbuthnot, Maj.-Gen. Hon. ‘Hugh, of Hat-
_ ' ; ton, p, Old Deer
Arbuthnot, Capt. Hon. William, of Towie, ».

RELATIVE TO THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR AiQD.HOI.)E Tumﬂ. Au terless Fyv!e
3 ; »

OF ELECTIONS, AND OF POLLING, : Anderson, John, liferenter of Suthley.
&c. &e. &c. ‘. £ Strichen
5 T : 5 Arbuthnott, George, of Invernettie, p. Peter-
head, Kintore

BurnerT, Sir Robert, of Leys, Bnrt P, Lum-
' hananj cha;(}l‘ne O’Neil 7
Burnett, John, of Kemnay, p. Kemnsa
Burgess Roll Bannerman, Charles, of Kirkhill, ¢. Newhills
Bisset, Rt. Rev. Dr. Wm, Lard Bishop of Ra-
_ phoe, p. Drumblade
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The Glasgow Trades

Craft and trade guilds in Scotland often pre-date
their counterparts in England

Oldest Craft is the Masons of Glasgow,
incorporated in 1057 by Malcolm III

Trades meet at the Trades Hall

Many crafts date to 1500s

Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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©American Ance

Incorporated Trades - Glasgow

Hammermen (1536)
Tailors (ca 1546)
Cordiners (1558)
Maltmen (?222?)
Weavers (1528)
Bakers (222?)

Skinners (1516)

stors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Wrights (ca 1567)
Coopers (ca 1569)
Fleshers (ca 1580)
Masons (ca 1057)
Gardeners (ca 1690)
Barbers (1559)

Dyers & Bonnetmakers
(ca 1597)
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RECORDS

OF THE

INCORPORATION OF BARBERS,

GLASGOW,

FORMERLY

The Incorporation of Chirurgeons and Barbers.

EXTRACTED AND NARRATED
BY

JAMES B. TENNENT

Deacox or THE INCORPORATION, 189091

SUPPLEMENT BY James R. ANDERson

GLASGOW: T
PRINTED BY WILSON GUTHRIE & CO.,
335 ST. VINCENT STREET, GLASGOW.
I ol 1930

Incorporation of Barbers

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

166 THE INCORPORATION OF BARBERS.

they were not mentioned in the Act referred to, and
latterly, such practice ceased entirely.

It was the custom, and was so recognised by the
Trade, that servants classed as valets or ladies’ maids
were allowed to dress the wigs or hair of their masters
and mistresses. Those servants were expected to qualify
themselves for such work, by serving for a term with a
member of the Trade. This service required to be
booked, and there are numerous entries of the kind.

The few extracts which follow, will sufficiently eluci-
date some of the methods of the Trade referred to.

4th September 1728. William Selkrig, {reeman of
this Incorporation, being convened for his packing and
peeling with an unfreeman in his trade, in as far as
within this eight days last, he received, resett and keeped
in his shop above the Cross, a parcel of periwigs to the
number of ten or thereby, belonging to one George Stir-
ling living in Edinburgh and not free with this Incor-
poration, and that there some of the said periwigs were
sold and disposed of. TFive of the wigs had been seized
by the Officer, and the accused admitted that his servant
had assisted in selling the remainder. The Trade found
him convicted of receiving and resetting, and packing
and peeling with a stranger, but considering the seizure
of the said five wigs, no further fine was exacted.

8th December 1729. Upon a complaint by one of the
freemen that John Buchanan, journeyman, had deserted
his service and was working for himself privately, the
said John Buchanan was convened before the Deacon
and Masters. He admitted having sold two wigs and
told the purchaser that they were his own, having
“ made them under the way of cardowing as it is com-
monly called.”” TUnder the thirteenth Act of the Trade
he was ordained to pay in to the Collector Ten pound
Scots, or otherwise to be put in prison till he pay the
sarme.
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Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.orqg
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Home Tracing Scottish Ancestry 2026

Tracing Scottish Ancestry 2026

Thank you for registering for the online course, Tracing Scottish Ancestry: Records, Resources, and Research Strategies!

From the Highlands to the Lowlands—and across the Atlantic—Scots have shaped the story of North America for centuries. Today, an estimated 25 million
Americans claim Scottish roots. In this five-session online seminar, you'll gain essential historical context, learn how to navigate key Scottish sources, and
build a clear research plan designed to carry your lineage back several generations. Discover the rich records, powerful resources, and proven research
strategies that will help you uncover your family's story in Scotland. Whether you're just beginning or looking to break through a brick wall, this course will
equip you with the tools and confidence to trace your Scottish heritage with clarity and purpose.

JOIN THE BROADCASTS

Click here to join the live broadcasts: https://zoom.us/j/92699422932

Tuesdays, May 5,12, 19, 26 and June 2, 6:00 - 7:30 PM ET

If you are unable to attend a live session, you will be able to watch a full recording on this webpage for the foreseeable future.

AmericanAncestors.org/tracing-scottish-ancestry-2026
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