Class 2: Tracing Scottish Ancestry / /
5/8/2026

Tracing Scottish Ancestry:
Records, Resources, and
Research Strategies

Class 2: Civil and Parish Records
in Scotland

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist
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Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure

Senior Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)
* Guides to Scottish genealogy
« Civil records
« Parish records

“ * Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure

Senior Genealogist

Civil and Parish Records

* Civil Records

* Parish Records

— Births — Baptisms
— Marriages — Marriages
— Deaths — Burials
— Other Records
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Scottish Genealogy
» Written by Bruce Durie
* Now in its 4th edition : lae,
* Includes informationon ~ SCOTTISH
records that are seldom B ENEALOGY
: . . |
used by family historians =+ sruce DuRIE d
]
Tracing Your Scottish Ancestors
* Now in its 7th edition
* Compiled by the T RAC l N G
National Records of
Scotland
SCOTTISH
* Offers information ANCESTORS
about ScotlandsPeople T orriciaL cuioe —
2N
"-f\"‘\‘. /
2/\4\/‘/\‘ V);bs| ~ 7 |
Tracing Your Scottish Ancestry...
TRACING YOUR * Written by Chris Paton
Aéc(gsg?z;[;l;nlggfi * Published in 2019
o
; * Covers many of the
major records
3
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Civil Records
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to 360

Civil Records

* Statutory Registers of Birth, Marriage, and Death
* Begin 1 January 1855
* 1,027 Registration Districts created

* By 1994, number of Registration Districts reduced

Registration Districts may straddle county lines

oPR

Partofthe tablke from Bruce

Duries Soottish G enealogy

show Ing city of Aberdeen

Table 8. The various RDs in Aberdeen city over the years. Dundee is
equally complicated. Edinburgh and Glasgow, just because of their
greater sizes and growths, are more complicated still

Registration Districts
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nrscotland.gov.

Alpha RO Name CountyorBurgh  First yearLast yea{___Rd Nurber —JCurent Rd
K Ednburgh, Kirkisten Gity of Edinbuigh 2007 TodsysRD 742
K x Kakcudbright 3 st oPR a7
K Kekcudbmight 1855 1911 OdRD 873 TodaysRD 856
K Kikmabreck Kirkcudbright 1972 O4RD 858 TodaysRD 656
K Dumfies and Gakoway Duniies and Galloway 2005 2006 OMRD 856 TodaysRD 856
K Duminies and Gasioway, Kikmabrack Dumfries and Galloway 2007 TodaysRD 856
K Kikmanoe Ournies 20 183 OPR 838
K ahoe Duniines 1855 1963 OWRD 83§ TodsysRD 834
K Kikmaiden Wigtoan 1699 1854 OPR 890
K Krkmaiden Wigioan 1855 1671 OWRD 890 TodaysRD 870
K Kixmaiden Wigiown 1972 1983 OWRD 871 TodsysRD 870
K Kikmichael 1855 1655 OWRD 160 ToaysRO 208
K Kikmichael Perth 1855 1657 OWRD 370 TodaysRD 381
K Krkmichael 1855 1963 O<RD 600 TodaysRD 643
K Krkmichael Dumries 1855 1968 OWRD 838 TodaysRD 834
K Krkmichasl 8% 1967 OGRD 160 1 TosaysRD 298
K chael Perth 1858 1968 OWRD 370 1 a1
K ichael (and Tomintoul) {Banft) Banfl 725 18 OPR 160
K ehac (Ayr) Ay 1638 1854 OPR 600
K Kikmichael (Dumries) Dumiries 77 s OPR 838
K Kimienael (Perth) Peth 150 1854 OPR 370
K Kinewon hctnian 1923 190 OWRD 690 TosaysRO 770
K Kirknewlon and East Caider Ednburgh (Msdothian) 1642 1851 OPR 690
K Kirknewton and East Caider Midlothian 1855 1922 OWRD 890 TodaysRD 770
K sl Ay 1694 1832 OPR 801
K Kikoswald Ay W55 1968 OGRD 601 TosaysRD 683
K Kikpatnck Durham Kirkcudbight 1693 1% OPR 874
K Kiwpatnck Flemng Dumines 1748 1654 OPR 837
K Kikparick Fleming Dumiries 1855 1655 OWRD 837 TodaysRD 840
K Kiptnck Flemin Duniines 1930 1963 OWRD 837 TodsysRD 840
K Kikpatick Fleming, Northem District Ouniies 1866 1992 OWRD 837 1 TodaysRD 840
K__ Kikpairick Fleming Dumiries 1855 132 OWRD 837 2 TodaysRD 840
K Rpotnck Jusia Tuniies oo TGS DPR 838
K Krkpatnck Juda Dumiries 1855 1968 OWRD 838 TodaysRD 836
K Roxburgh W55 195 O4RD 784 TodaysRD 823

Birth Records

Had to be registered within 21 days after birth
Include name of the child
Where and when born

Information on father and mother:
— Name, occupation of father
— Name, maiden name of mother
— Where and when married

Informant’s signature and qualification

Where and when registered

Birth Records

1855-1918: illegitimate births were identified as
such

May have a notation to a Register of Corrected
Entries (which would name the father)

After 1919: the word illegitimate was unlawful
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Page 13.

’ 1877, BIRTHS in the. Diedizid o

A rdlr Loz Ao,

Birth Register - 1877

Page 13.

’ 1872, DIRTIS in the Glecdid ot s

\ ] e [ e |-

Birth Register - 1877

Paternity Decree?

* Needed to include the father’s name in the
Register of Corrected Entries

* Petition of the father to the sheriff for a warrant to
acknowledge him

This launched an inquiry

* ORif court action was brought against the

biological father
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“orick wal”

SHERIFF COURT PATERNITY DECREES

-

rocorts, Founatey.
payments Calimont’.
[y—
simlar agial
images of it anwies.
16283 . There
INDEXES

oldscottish.com
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O\d Scettish

Genesiogy & Family History
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et i Mt ORYSOALE
Lo asms —
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e I
M- s FORTER

I

24 0ct 1901

Fishor Stoat, Sranvaar
31 hug 1912

4 Grougas ow,

5. 1890
Auchencain,
2201 1891
Locglargan
11 Sap 1851
7ec 1820
045 1841
2704 1880
240u 1842
27 hpr 1858

1877 HENDERSON. JESSIE (Statutory registers Births 812/ 38)

sy
%

scotlandspeople.gov.
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Marriage Records
Includes when, where, and how married
Name, age, occupation, marital status of groom
Name, age, occupation, marital status of bride
Regular residence of groom and bride

Name and occupation of fathers of groom and
bride

Name and maiden name of mothers of groom and
bride

Marriage Records

Usually if parent of the bride or groom is
deceased, the record reflects that

If a regular marriage, the names of the officiant
and witnesses are included

If irregular, could have:
— Date of conviction

— Decree of Declarator
— Sheriff’s warrant

Date recorded, name of registrar
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Marriage Record

[1T
Banns are read three

consecutive Sundays.

What is an irregular marriage?

* Any marriage not performed by a minister

* Generally, the parties made a declaration before
two witnesses

Proof of this declaration would be shown to a
sheriff who issued a warrant

* The warrant allowed for the civil registration of
their marriage

9
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Irregular Marriage
Deaths
* 1855 to 1860 included:
— When doctor last saw the deceased alive
— Place of burial
— Name of undertaker
+ 1861 spouse’s name reinstated (after it began to be
eliminated in 1856)
—— - . . Puro
1886, DEATHS In the ,’%A :/zcl/., of.__ ,{Ziz s In'the -
el
.
fu

N T | e g
- A ) 4. »
AR IRV
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- 3 D 1. V)7
= Y7 z %, 7
Co T | da 4 | 5

Sorar .
Death Record - 1855

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

10



Class 2: Tracing Scottish Ancestry

5/8/2026
(872.. DEATHS fn theoto iAo 4/(':_1/11;”"'?“%0"::' inth
|
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QUESTIONS?
Parish Records
11
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Religious History

* Church of Scotland, the national church

* Claimed independent jurisdiction over its own
business
— Claim of Right, 1689
— Act of Union, 1707

* Right of patronage restored, 1712

Disruption of 1843

Churches

* Church of Scotland - on ScotlandsPeople

* Roman Catholic Church - on ScotlandsPeople

* Other Nonconformist:
— Society of Friends
— Methodist
— Episcopal
— United Free Church
— Congregational
— Unitarian
— Free Church

12
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Church of Scotland

* In the 1600s it was Episcopal in beliefs

* Traditionally Presbyterian

* Old Parish Registers cover up to 1854

* 900 parishes

* Approximately 3,500 registers survive

Fil

Recusantrefers to anyone

who did not belong to the
established Church

Identifying Your Parish

* There are 33 counties

* There are more than 900 parishes

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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o the Scatland page.

County Map of Scotland

Plaase click in the appropriate map area 1o Ik ta the relevant ounty page.

i
¥

S
i

Select 8 county from ther of the lists below, or see the 1BI0-1975 county map of S<otland. If you don't Knom Which county & porish of town lies an online.
gazettcer covering the whole of the UK. To find which GENUKI pages cover mare modern aaministra

areas and the "Counties of Cities” see Histarical Geography

Genuki:UK & Eelnd
Genealogy

5/8/2026

Fil

The records may

not be online.

Guides

Record guides

m Church registers

BAPTISMAL REGISTEN YOR ']

Churches have kept registers of
maving from ane parish to an
Scotiand, the Roman G

tisms (or births), marriages, burlals (or deaths) and sther events (such as people
Ve for centuries. O this Ste you Can search registers kept by the Church of
church and other churches.

egasions have reglsiers i the index —
Background to church registers

Most churches keep registers of bapuisms, marriages and burials and some keep registers of other events relaiing to
people. On the ScatiandsPeople site you can search the registers of the Church of Scotand,

scotlandspeople.gov.uk/guides/church-registers

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Baptisms

* A child may be baptized in two parishes:
— Parish of the father

— Parish of the mother

* Date of baptism is NOT date of birth

* Baptisms could be weeks or months after birth

* Old Parish Registers generally Presbyterian

o
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i
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G sty oni S i

’ / /y Za ,477—

i
I //,///L},. s o Ty i 1 S Fil K

Baptism - 1804

Where is Kirkpatrick-Fleming?

o
Halfmorion (17}
Hoddam (18)

Westeriork (43)

Ewes (14)
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Other ehurches

Forename l

Gender.

Mate  OFemale QBein

Year range:

15t parent Name:

scotlandspeople.gov.uk

Marriages

* A record of the proclamation of banns

* May be recorded in two parishes
(one each for groom and bride)

* One of the entries may offer more information

* Some ministers may have added additional
information

m— —

Aoty T, o F oo

ea, 1///¢ u/éj%//m ./;}/WZ;;/
e T 2 2.
e 7

YRy s

ol o

w2l o
Y i e L o
/Z,,,; %/ o

Marriage - 1803

16
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Burial Records

* Often the most uninformative

» With a child’s death, you may get age at time of
death

* Generally, include only name of deceased and date
of interment

5/8/2026
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scotlandspeople.gov.uk

Other Records

* Kirk Session Records offer information on the
business of the church

* May address communicants who were having
problems

+ Should be consulted if the family was of the
established church

» Will be examined in a later class

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Roman Catholic

* Photocopied pre-1855 records were under the
National Records of Scotland

* Originals may be with
— Parish Priest

— Diocese
— Archdiocese

bazd /’ e
M W au “ r"’;«‘o’o’/ﬂﬁ
7 A M,. M e Bl -.uz,.. PR
/';‘75; ;zmz,wz:.W5 wmm/ﬂ‘;@ //-né
s N oniflr Aoy, Gmsistort AMosgg sisle Fotsrmucad™ b
Z ﬂ-»—r

S [k Ssse Y~ Fpnr nor s
3 /hrMHW ;»._%umuc
/€63 L-/’udd—-“—//%— n.._.:;o 1 g

q@ 'mf-..«_a..-.m

W, £

Roman Catholic Marriage - 1864

Episcopalian Records

* Episcopal Church of Scotland was the established
church from 1603-38 and in the 1660s

* Original records are with the local priest or dioceses

* A survey exists of known Episcopal Churches

Results available on the National Register of
Archives for Scotland

18
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s for Scotland

NRAS search - internet

6 Canaogue Girarsans

25 Febraaey 2021 Saar e [opiscopal ednburgh Presse A8 morts (D) O ey wor2 108}

Retrvoce: (Type i pour soarch o  tcnan Ostam O

Den trom: (Type b yoursearch e Den s Typo n your somrch o

catalogue.nrscotland.gov.

5/8/2026

‘Simplo seaveh forrecords wharn i o ol 70 oS $pACopal edInBUTGh, g untalod econds

NRAS search - internet

Catalogue

Dispday Gatalogus Rasults

catalogue.nrscotland.gov.

or Scotland

[ mesuits summary]

NRAS search - intornet

e e .
— MABCDEEGHIJELMNOPQRSTUVWEYZ
— s

—

catalogue.nrscotland.gov.
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catalogue.nrscotland.gov.uk

Reference Tite Data
NRAS2608 The sons in the
Oekney entury
Country Gade o8
Repasitory Code 800001
Repository Priae
Roterenca NRAS209828
Title ERon: 5t Mary-onthe Rock
Dates. 174924 Nov 1084
Access Status Rastrcted
Actess Conditions .
gt
Natianal Rogstor of Archives for Sootiand
HM Gararal Ragister House
Edinburgh
1YY
Doscription (Tha fosowing raconds of e Episcopal congegatons st O3 Mekdrum and Tidssk are hald wih he
abava papens
B
(Singie voluma, ket by Rev. M. Grisve)
112 Communicants ol book for Ok 7, a0 Tilydusk. 16061812
113 Communicants ol ook for Okd Meldrum, 18055, 3nd Tilydesk. 1805-7.
A aceounts, of a1 Baimie and Tilydesk (which
stabishod in Efon jstor of
o tsh Recond Soiery,
Lavel Subtonds

5/8/2026

National Records of Scotland

* Restricted access

records

Other Non-Conformist Religions

* Records of Baptist, Congregational, Methodist,
Quaker, and Unitarian can be found at the

* Also, in archives in the areas where they exist

* Requires a form for researchers to look at the

QUESTIONS?

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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ScotlandsPeople

ScotlandsPeople

* Contains digital images of important Scottish
records from:
— National Records of Scotland
— Lyon Court
— Scottish Catholic Archives

* Has a research center in Edinburgh

* Online site ($)

@™ Scotland's
&’) People

Explore your Scottish

heritage

Close A

Search the records

scotlandspeople.g k

21
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ScotlandsPeople
* Old Parish Registers (1553-1855)

* Civil (Statutory) Registers
— Births, Deaths, Marriages (1855-current)
— Divorces (1984-current)
— Register of Corrections (1855-current)
— Civil Partnerships (2005-current)
— Dissolutions of Civil Partnerships (2007-current)

* Registers of births, deaths, marriages outside Scotland
(years vary)

* Roman Catholic records (1703-20th century)

Accessing Registers

* Online:
— Births more than 100 years old
— Marriages more than 75 years old
— Deaths more than 50 years old

* In the Center:

— Can download/print records as described above
— Modern records are view-only

* A cost (in purchased credits) is used

Start your search

Select a category to get started

Mopsondplans  Image Library

Statutory registers
Secrch the statutory (civi registers
of births, morriages and deaths in
Scotlond from 1856 to the present

Census returns

Search the lists of people recorded
in censuses taken every 10 years in
Seotlo

scotlandspeople.g

22
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Sibling Search - Baptisms

Search Old pori

Marriages

Banns and
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ol
Check record

availability

5/8/2026

Church register images

Old Parish Register images are black and white images derived from microfilm and stored in a JPEG format. Roman
Catholic register images and other church registers images are stored in a colour jpeg format and are mostly derived
from the original records

Which parishes and congregations have registers in the index

Church of Scotland parishes

You can see a st of old parish registers on the National Records of Scotland site, Bear in mind that the Church of
Scotland parishes did not cover the same areas as Roman Catholic parishes and the parishes of other churches.
Roman Catholic parishes and congregations

Registers for the following Roman Catholic parishes a indexed on the ple site

o MPF1 Airdrie, St Margaret's 1842.1977
« MP/2 Carluke, St Athanasius' 1849-1936

« MP/3 Coatbridge, St Patrick's 1847-1952

= MPA4 Hamilton, St Mary's 1341-1906

« MP/5 Rutherglen, 5t Columbkle's 18481345

« MP/G Graenock, St Mary's 1808-1946

« MPIT Houston, St illan's 1868-1344

in's 1808-1934

ow, St john's 18461939

« MPF0 Aberdeen, St Mary's with St Peter's 1782-1957
« MPA11 Ballater, St Nathalan 1769-2002

« MPA12 Ballogie, St Michael's 1833-1876

« MPF13 Beauly, St Mary's 18511885

* MP/14 Blairs, St Mary's with Scalan 17891953

« MPA15 Braemar, St Andrew's 16081992

* MP/16 Buckle, 5t Peter's 17861994

egisters#Parishes

Civil and Parish Records

Parish records may go back to the 17th century

Civil records began in 1855

additional information

* Civil records are on ScotlandsPeople

ScotlandsPeople

* Idiosyncrasies in clerks’ record keeping may offer

* Church of Scotland and Catholic records are on

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

5/8/2026

£ American Ancestors,

Search Events Join/Renew  Give

Tracing Scotiish Ancestry 2016

Tracing Scottish Ancestry 2026

JOIN THE BROADCASTS
e

AmericanAncestors.org/tracing-scottish-ancestry-2026

MoMionNames Publications  Expertielp  Tosk  Projects  Canmers &inkisthes

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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