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Scottish History

Q 1603 Q 1707 Q 1745

! Scotland and ! United Kingdom ! Rebellion
| England share same . formed H
| sovereign :

| Cromwell | Rebellion

O 1649-1651 O 1715 O 1750s-1850s
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Early Immigration

Earliest Immigration

* Scotland’s inclusion in Great Britain allowed it to
establish settlements in the New World
— Small, short-lived colonies established
* Nova Scotia (1629)
* East Jersey (1683)
« South Carolina (1684)
* New Caledonia at Darien near Panama (1698)
* Darien (New Inverness) Georgia (1736)

— Much slower momentum of immigration to
America by Scots

Earliest Immigration

* Scots had been migrating to European areas since
Middle Ages

* 16th & 17th centuries, they helped colonize:
— The Hebrides
— Orkney
— Shetland

* Approximately 50,000 Scots were in Ulster by 1650

3
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HIGHLAND & SCOTS-IRIS

Immigration to America

70 70 a0 0 neo 0 T 0 0 e 0 0

The Scots Irish are those
who had arrived in Ulster
from Scotland and
ultimately moved on to
America, many arriving in
Pennsylvania.

The ships they took from
Belfast were often those that
had come from the
American Colonies with flax
seed and, now empty, made
money carrying passengers
back to America.

5/1/2026

Map of short-lived settlements

SCOTTISH
COLONIES

m
NORTH
AMERICA

Nova Scotia - History
Originally the Colony of Acadia (French)
1621 - France cedes parts of it to England

1621 - King James I of England (James VI of
Scotland) grants a charter to create the colony of
Nova Scotia (New Scotland)

Settled by Sir William Alexander of Menstrie in 1629

Settlement lasts only until 1632
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East Jersey

* The Jerseys were separate ) - =
from 1664-1702

¢ Quakers from Scotland
settled in East Jersey

¢ Had suffered ill treatment
in Scotland

South Carolina

* 1684 — Arrival of 148 Scots from Gourock

* They were Covenanters (Covenant Presbyterians)

* Town was named Stuarts Town

* 1686 — Attacked by Spanish and Indian allies

Darien Scheme

* Trading colony at Darién on the isthmus of Panama

1696 - 2,500 Scottish settlers set out

* Lack of:

— Provisions

— Colonizing experience

* Disease and Spanish attacks
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Darien, Georgia

1736 — Founded in January, named for the failed
colony in Panama

Scots came mainly from Inverness and referred to
the town as “New Inverness”

1739 - Some Scots abandoned Darien for South
Carolina

Scots from here involved in the American
Revolution

Push Factors

Religious persecutions:
— Quakers
— Presbyterians

Deportations (called “transportations):
— Criminals

— Debtors

— Losers of civil or ecclesiastical battles

Cromwell at Dunbar
by Andrew Carrick Dow

¢ Execution of Charles |
e Scots support Charles Il

¢ September 3
o Battle of Dunbar

® September 3
o Battle of Worcester
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BENNETT, JoHN
« Batile of Dunbar » Aftormath and Prisoners » Prisonor Profiles: Dunbar » Bennett John
BATTLE: Battle of Dunbar in Dunbar, East Lothian, Scotland

Unity. Dec 1650

PRISONER AND LIST:

NAME VARIATIONS:

RESIDENCES:

OTHER SPOW ASSOCIATIONS:

Published: 02 Dec 2014
Updated: 09 Mar 2020

Researchers: Andrew Millard, Teresa Rust
Editor: Teresa Rust

John Bennett, £ on George S. Stewart's Captured at Dunbar list
MName Variations: Benet

y M : Chartestown, Little Compton, Newpart
County, Rhode lstand

Contributed by Dr. Andrew Millard in July 2018:
According to, Christopher Gerrard, Pam Graves, Andrew Milard, Richard Annis, and Anwen
Caffell.in, Lost Lives, Now .

Prisoner Profile

Jacobite Rebellions

1 7 1 5  September 6: Starts in Braemer
* November 13: Battle of Sheriffmuir

* July 23: Prince Charles lands on Eriskay Island
1 7 4 5 * September: Jacobites experience victories in

England

1 746 « Jacobites retreat into Scotland but continue to
fight

« Battle of Culloden ends Jacobitism

QUESTIONS?
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Voluntary

Immigration

Voluntary Immigration

* 17th century - came
mainly from the L= -
Lowlands :

* 18th century -increase
of emigration from the
Highlands

* Most traveled as
indentured servants

Highlands & Lowlands

* Lowlands:
— Inhabited the east and south of Scotland
— Partly Teutonic origins
— Spoke a form of English derived from Teutonic
tongue

* Highlands:
— Center and west of Scotland
— Spoke Gaelic
— Barren lands
— Required its men to raid for supplies
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Immigration

* Began to increase in the 1730s

¢ Increase in rents

* 1763-1775 - Estimates of 25,000 Scots immigrating

— Small amount went to Nova Scotia and
Prince Edward Island

— Majority settled in the colonies

* Religious discrimination of the Roman Catholics

Cape Fear, North Carolina

* 1739 - 360 Highland Scots settle in North Carolina
— Encouraged by Gabriel Johnston, royal governor

— Were provided a 10-year tax exemption for emigrating

* Most Highlanders arriving in the early 1700s had land
grants to the Upper Cape Fear region

* Lowlanders tended to settle in the Lower Cape Fear
region

* Highlanders and Lowlanders intermarried in N.C.

[el
Many Scots, especially

Highlanders, were
Loyalists.

10
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Post-American Revolution

* Many Scots elected to move to Canada or back to
Scotland

* 1790 Census Population
— 3,929,214 people
— 6% or approximately 260,000 were Scottish
— Scottish would have included the Scots Irish

19th Century

Canada was more popular than the U.S. for
immigrants

* U.S. immigration 1820-1851:
— Seldom reached 1,000 immigrants per year
— Some years under 100
— Total of 10,525 in those 31 years

Table 1. Region of origin of 5,737 Scottish settlers in the
United States from colonial times through 1854.

Percentage Percentage
of Scottish of Scottish

Region population emigration
Edinburgh and Lothians 125 10.6
Eastern borders 4.5 4.4
Glasgow, Lanark, 242 217

Renfrew, and Ayr
Southwest 72 8.9
Fife, etc. 6.8 45
Stirling and Dunbarton 4.7 3.1
Aberdeen, Kincardine, 15.0 55

and Angus
Perth 6.9 8.7
Inverness 45 93
Ross and Cromarty 35 3.7
Argyll 4.9 13.9
Sutherland, Gaithness, 53 3.1

Orkney, and Shetland

Source: Donald Whyte, Dictionary of Scottish Emigrants to the U.S.A. (Bal-
timore, 1972).

Origins of Scots to America

_ 11
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The Clearances

* Evictions of tenants
* 1750-1860

* Two phases:
— Mid-18th century
— 1815-1850

* Went against duthchas — clan members

* Farmers becoming crofters

inalienable right to rent land in clan territory

Highland Timeline

Q 1746 Q 1792 Q 1822

| Battle of Culloden | Year of the Sheep i Collapse of the kelp
: | | industry

| The Sutherland

(a7 (") 1807 (1846

| Act of Proscription | Clearances | The Potato Famine
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Hungry Forties

* Potato famine in the Highlands
— Clearance and emigration

— 11,000 people provided with “assisted passage’,
1846-1856

— 5,000 emigrated to Australia

— Unknown number paid for their own emigration

— Unknown number assisted by Colonial Land and
Emigration commission

T.M. Devine

T. M. DEVINE '

The
Scottish
lcarances

A History of the
D

bl § Tenam sumbers o0 cleven Lowland

tes, 1735-1850

* Emigration from
Scotland Between the
Wars (published 1998)

* Looks at later clearances
in the 20th century

13
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Clearances in the Highlands:
d approximate dates.

D 4y
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P. Aitchison & A. Cassell

PeriR Arrcuisox a

THE LO\W\L A(ND * Looks at the “improvement”
CLEARANCES of the Lowland

¥ Scorland’s Silent

Recolution * Clearances that took place
e 1760-1830

* Impacted the approach to the
Highlands problems

QUESTIONS?
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Published

Compilations

Published Compilations

* Books by Donald Whyte:
— Four volumes of Scots to Canada
— One volume of Scots to USA

* David Dobson:

— Eight volumes of Scottish Settlers in North America,
1625-1825

— Five volumes of Scots in the USA and Canada,
1825-1875

* P. William Filby’s Passenger and Immigration Lists
Bibliography, 1538-1900

Donald Whyte

* A Dictionary of Scottish
Emigrants to Canada
Before Confederation
(4 volumes)

15
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Donald Whyte

* A Dictionary of Scottish -
Emigrants to the U.S.A.
(published 1972)

poon, KITKGBIGES,  To New
a

5/1/2026

David Dobson

* Directory of Scottish

Settlers in North
. Dircetory of
America, 1625-1825 SCOTTISH SETTLERS
IN NORTH AMERICA
° 8 VOlumeS 1625 - 1825

VOLUME I

* Available through
Genealogical Publishing
Company, Inc.

David Dobson

GILCHRIST ARCHIBALD JR.

Guildsbrother of

s
16 May 1801
> (sem)

Aberdeen Propinquity GILCHRIST JOHN
Books (MS) i

Fastii Ecclesia
Scoticanae
(Edinburgh, 1915) AN

Scotus Americanus AN
(Edinburgh, 1982) N\ o

White

\ 1778 ot ol Rl
o)
\ GILLESPIE George
Jasgon 1685 Bl
Dir. of Scottish Settlers in No. Am.
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Directory of Scots

Banished to the American Plantations

Entries that comprise this 1650-17
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Liverpool on 29 June

volume have been found in ABBOTT, FREDERICK, a Jacobie,tra. on the Elzabeth and Anne
- N 1716, landed n Virginis. (SPAWL1716.310](VSPL1S6]
original records in:

ABERCROMBY, JOHN, fr. Skeith, Banfihire,  Jacobite, tra. sboard the Elizabeth and

— America e, Liverpool on 29 fune 1716, nded in Virginia, (SPAWLI716.310]
— ABERNETHY, JANET, daughie of the late Willam Abernchy i che Od Manse of

England Fovran, Aberdeenhir, a pey tie, . on the Bety,and landod at the Por of James
— Scotland River, Upper Disic, Virgiia on 29 Ape. 1772 [NAS C37.103]

ADAIR, MARGARET, from Edinburgh, 3 whore, tra. 1o the American Plancations, 19
March 1695. [NAS SP2.25.216]

Also derived from published ADAY, JANES, et e Bt o Do . oo s e o
volumes Boston, bound for Boston in Nov. 1650. [SCF#1226]

DAM, JOHN, fc. Ormadale, a sodier in Argyls Rebellon, ra. . Leith to Jamaica on 7
Aug. 1685, [RPCS11329)

ADAM, ROBERT, 2 Covenanter, ban. 25 Aug. 1685, tra.f. Leth aboard the Henry and
Francis, to East New Jrsey on 5 Sep. 1685, [RPCS.X1.162/336]

ADAM, ROBERT, b. 1729, a labore from Stifling, a Jacobite ta.f. Liverpool on 5 M
1747 aboard the Veteran, bound for the Leeward Islands, iberated by a French privteer and
landed on Martinique n June 1747. [NA.5P36.102]

ADAM, WILLIAM, 2 merchant from Culross, a Covenanter, ban. to America in 1670.
(RPCS1.204)

ADAMSON, WILLIAM, 2 srith from Willa
Converin to Virinia Sep. 1668, [RPCS.1L470/

W, MARY, guilty of infanticide, in Dumities Tolbooth, tra. to Virginia in 1745,
(DGA Jilbook GF4.21]

ton, a Covenanter, ra fe. Leith on the

34)

Dir. of Scots Banished to the American

Plantations 1650-1775

ation & Traw

U.S. and Canada, Passenger and Immigration Lists

Index, 1500s-1900s
€D roosemency Related data collec

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name By York. LS. Abing Pass
Immvoration Lists. T
This data satcontains alphabetical
istings of approximately 16 million
Year Location individuals who arrived inthe United
Birh States a1 New York from foreign ports:
botwen 1820 4nd 1850, The foliowing

types of information may be inchuded
Aral here: gender, birthplace, ags,
country ot origin, port of
Any Event departure, port of arival, date of arrival,
destination, and name of ship.

Keyword 2. Passenoet and :
—)p  scotiand Exact Liaiz. 15201872
Thia data setcontains alphaetical
5. piotor Fyng s
3 plo o Py 7
individuals who arivod t Baltmore,
Source Publication Code. Maryland, US A. from foreign ports.
botwien1820 and 1872 Information
salable nthi
name. gend
#Annotation of origin, destination, name of

of Geparture, port of arrival, date of
arrval, and source information

teoanEpot O [ () NewEnglana Historic Gena... «

All U.S. and Canada, Passenger and Immigration Lists Index,
1500s-1900s results for Scotland
Yoursearch
Arpeig scsens FirstHoms, Last Nama, Dt Dot ok
Locuiommven § Qooss v ha. ECL et
f—— a7 amerca
‘ Donald Mackay 651825
P -
sohmFin m [,
R—— Georos
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wasam Camocnan wo oo
Sanei ket vws  Geoge
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Search > Immigration & Travel

U.S. and Canada, Passenger and Immigration Lists
Index, 1500s-1900s

ED @ vcnoioms oy Related data collections
First & Middie Namels) Last Name. Ne

gemblo < This data set contains alphabetica

« Exact listings. of approximately 1.6 million

ik nciduse who arved niha Undsd
Sites o Now Yok om foreign pots
batwoun 1820 ard 1850, The clowng
oot o larmaton may be nclodod
v gondor, bihplace,age

Arrival oceupation, country of origin, port of

cepaiture, pon of st e f e

prenongebshiiateny

Year Location
B

Any Event

Baitimore Passe

This daia set contains alphabatical
listings of approximately 227000
ea. Fying Tigers” v+ Inciviguals who arrived at Baltimore,
Masyland, USA. from foreign ports
Source Publication Cods between 1820 and 1872. Information
available In this database includes:
name, gender. age. occupation, place
n. name of ship, port
portof armval, cate of
armival, and sourca information,

Annotation

5/1/2026

All U.S. and Canada, Passenger and Immigration Lists Index,
1500s-1900s results for Gemble

our sesrch 7 v+ Rosults-Gol6
S —— s [ e
= I — s
e s
P s
raca - wwmzr | et L —
x o s sevaica
x d %685 Amanica
S, Can,Posange nd raats -
Immraton Ut maes, 150081008
Uodted sl s dtabase
Kepboord shorcuts
RO R R T —
o T .
All U.S. and Canada, I ger and gration Lists Index,
1500s-1900s results for Gemble
Your search . Resuts-Gof6
T e T
— o) Ve Racors Griset Gembie o8 o sorsey
\iew Rocord Gz Gomtle s [
Jrp— e8s [rp—
sames Gomle 51 [ —
X Vi Rocord - 185 serca
5o o Geme e =
T —— eore —
Immigration Lists index, 1500s-190:0s gl
v ————
10 passengers who arrived in United States Keyboard shortcuts
ndCanan pors o the 15004 i
e o New ¢ Rotme ) Pravewrscow > Nedresut | </ Prevous esi
Spproumaton 4833000
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Grisel Gemble
William Whitehead’s “Names of -
Those Who Sailed on the Henry e B o ot
and Francis 1685 from Leith, st 1 ot s Roriog b n bonrd

“The sarmes of all #ho Sualy se sl casoot oo be gives,

Scotland, to Perth Amboy, New
Jersey, 5th September 1685,
Contributions to the Early History
of Perth Amboy and Adjoining
Country (published 1856)

CD arw e
Grizel Gemble
in the S, and Canada, Passenges i s Index, 1500519005
NS
. Mako a Connection
R ——————
Pucte Momor Teen

Househoid Members
“Grizei Gambte

Immigration Index Entry

The History of the
Sufferings of the
nd from th

Revolution

19
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abel.hathitrust.org
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Grizel Gemble

=—_—= Scotla

tome > Gesewsh >

National Search our websilo.

}\\B\ftfd Records of

Preserving the past | Recording the present | Informing the future

Registration Statistics & Data Research Record Keeping About Us

Research Guides A-
z
‘Adoption Records

Binth, Death and Marriage
Records

Buildings
Burgh Records

Caral Records

Catholic Parish Registers
Census Records
Chancery Records.
Chureh Records

Coal Mining Records

Crime and Criminals

We hold many records relating to crime and criminals. Ironically, you e O
are mare likely to find information about someone who committeda = i

crime than about a respectable, law-abiding citizen. Information
about erime and criminals can be found in the records of criminal
courts, criminal investigations and prisons,

Many of these records are out-stored and we require 24 hours’ notice x-}v“w ﬁga;d;-« &, 58
before they can be produced. We recommend thal you contact the

Historical Search floom to check the location of records before

visiting. Many of the records are unindexed and we do not make speculative searches through
Unindexed records for enquirers,

For a selection of images relating 1o crime and criminals from our collections, visit our image
gallery.

This guide cavers the court records:

= Admiralty Court

nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/crime-and-criminals
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Transpertation

We hold microfilm copies of the tran
7). The registers are arranged chronologically by the date of departure of each ship. They
record the name of the conviet and where, when and fer how many years he or she was

sentenced. The State
transportation re
during the period 1787 10 1879

i small series of transger
16531853, The consists of certificats

Americain the 1770s; the latier pagers date from 1837-1853, and consist oflists of convicts
and extract sentences of transpartation

the local

prisons (see below) 3 the courts wh Howeves
were shipped from England there s often further information in the Home Office records at The
National Archives

tion registers, 1787-1870 (our reference AHA/150/1

m the British convict
ansported to Austraia

ry of Queensland has compiled a datobase
ers of 123,000 of the estimated 160,000 ¢

reconds for the pericd

lon pagers (JC41) can be faund in High C

for be found inthe papers of the

High Court of Justiciary (above).

Witcheraft

Witcheraft was a criminal offence between 1563 and 1736. Witc!

rafttrials are found in the

tecords of

In addition to the main series of High Court papers, JC40.cor
summons and verdicts in witcheraft cases . ¢. 1572 170,

f Justiciary (JG), ) and local kirk sessians (CH),
ins a number of indictments,

The Survey of Scottish Witcheraft is a database of Seottish witcheraft cases maintained by
Edinburgh University. 1t has superseded the best source avail
Scottish Witcheraft, compiled by Chistina Larner and others (Glasgaw, 1977).

ble in print A sourcebook of

rscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/crime-and-criminals
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Exchequer Recards

Fatal Accident Inauiry
Recouds

Court Criminal Trile

ting Land and Buidings

d Revenue Survey Maps
and Field Books

Justices of the Peace Records

High Court of Justiciary (reference JC)
The principa for is the

records of the High Court of Justiciary, Scotland's supreme criminal
court, The court has ext

usive jurisdiction over serious crimes, in

particular murdes, rape, treason, heresy, counterfeiting and crimes of
a sexual nature, It sits permanently in Edinburgh, and travels on
circuit thraughout Scotland. The court also acts as a court of appeal |y

(orinf rs

Prisoners who were sentenced to be transported were always tried in

Mationsl Registration

Pose Relied Records

Private Pae
Privy Counci Records

Privy Seal Records

Scottish Goverment Feconds
Afer /707

Seottish Parlisment Records

the High Court
Lighthouses
Maps and Plans m the High Caurt when ¢ 10 years old. Please
note that the fllowing High Court records are closed to the public for 100 years and cannot be
s d the court

« Records of eriminal trials (J626)
* Records of criminal appeals (JC31.JC34 and JC67)
« Minute books (JCS, JC9, JC11, JC1Z and JC13)

+ Books of Adjournal (JC15 and JCT2)

» Judicial opirions (JC70)

+ Punishment part hearings (JC74)

he main record of a High Court tial is the bundle of case papers knawn as the process’ or
“small papers, (also ‘case papers’ or 'sitting papers’) (JC26). They usually include a copy of the
indictment, which sets out the charges against the accused, depositions, confessions and other
information on the accused and the crime, together with information about witnesses and
jutors. You may also find statements by the accused and other papers produced as evidence,

but case papers do nat include transcripts of trials.

rscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/crime-and-criminals

Theses & Esssays
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Theses & Essays

* Theses, dissertations, and essays may be available
online

+ May not be specifically on your topic of interest
* Pay attention to the sources used by the author

* May lead you to new records or publications

5/1/2026

= GoogleScholar  saomenamgatin oot smarca pases A

051 hertagolts oy

scholar.google.com

won Seottish Emigration 1o North America: A Review Essay por) uegueiph ca
Ve b Sdos. 1085,

thesis.

Fonigaacuk tronacadaria oy

tudy of the factors that assisted and directed Scottish emigrs
o, 18151855

11510 1855

Scattish Emigration 1o Brish North Amorica 1770-1783: Th First Phase of or) buffalostate.odu
Sco

scholar.google.com
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A _STUDY OF THE FPACTORS THAT ASSISTED AND DIRECTED

scorrTsn

TO_UPPER CAMADA, 1815-1855

5/1/2026

James M. Cameron, Vol. 1

P
Conprer 3 sasotuction .
Conpror 1 coversment a
cuptar 3t coomior @ conTENTS
upter 4 mipeatics socts Page
capter 3 periotienls, sex
Abstract i
cupter &
Chapter 1 Reknouledgements "
List of Illustrations 1id
Cuapter 1 Fetents na setn
Cuptar 8 sootcish sorte, List of Tables v
et
[rp—
onstusien Chapter 1 Introduction 1
avpanatzs Chapter 2 Government 27
I g Larvare
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Scottish Immigration

* Important to understand the history of Scotland

* Where your ancestors settled could be a clue to

origins in the early years

* Many published resources

* Search repositories both in Scotland and in the
country of settlement

* May require going offline to archives in Scotland

Useful Websites  Useful Websites - Emigration

AwZ Click on the links belaw for information about peaple who emigrated from Scatland
Asehives and Ubearies
« Sconish emigeation database - passengers who embarked at Scottish ports, 1890-1960

Binths, Deaths and Marriages = Hebridespeople.com - emigrants database

Consus . inf migtation
= Travel and migeation (find my past)
= » TheshipsList - passenger lists of emigrants to Australia, Canada, United States of America

and South Africa
Famity History Societies

Australia
= Highland and Island Er
« Conviet Transportation Reqisters Database, 1767-1867 (State Library of Queensiand,

Gneral Reference

Heraldry, Clans and Tartans.

trsh Family History Australia)

nanary = Female Convicts Research Cenire - ransportees to Tasmania (Van Diemen's Land)

Monumentallnscrigtions - lovecacay Jail ik at end of pag to
Australia)

Names.

North America
+ Castle Garden: Americals First Inmigeation Center, 1820-1892

Occupations

Places
= The Statue of Liberty - Elis lsland - USA's immigration centre database of 51 million plus

Regiriion Offices passengers and crew, 1892-1924

Visiting Scottand » Emigrants from England and Scotiand to Horth Caroling. 1774:1775 (Genealogy trals)

Wil and Testaments = Immigration (Library and Archives Canada)

« Hudson' suchives: bicgranhical sheet
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