
Saturday, April 11, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name LINDA CUNHA

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

Learn about researching in New York, specifically in the
Buffalo area

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
I am researching the Walter family (it is a friend's family, not mine).  Specifically, John Walter (if you have 
access to FamilySearch, he is 9JMS-B57).  I am looking for  - his 1936 death certificate (or how to obitain 
it); marriage record to Margaretha Eckert (late 1870s) and who is parents are.

Pertinent information related to your question:
John Walter died 14 OCT 1936, Buffalo, NY (Cert# 59801)
His parent may be Johann Walte and Katharina Gulden but need proof
John married Margaretha Eckert between 1875-1879
Margaretha had a daughter out of wedlock, Anna Margaretha Eckert. Unknown what happened to her after 
1880 census. May have married someone named A Lewis.

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/details/9JMS-
B57
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Monday, April 6, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Denise Dial

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

Finding the parents of 4 Shepherd siblings born between
1800-1830, presumably in or around Albany Coumty, New
York. Sibling names are Henry, Charles, James and Joseph

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
My goal is to find a record of the birth parents of four siblings born in or around Albany County, New York, 
between 1800-1830.

Pertinent information related to your question:
The siblings are: Henry Shepherd, Charles Shepherd, James Shepherd, and Joseph Shepherd. I believe 
their father is Charles Shepherd, who appears on the 1810 and 1820 federal census for Duanesburg, 
Schenectady County and the 1830 federal census for Schoharie, Schoharie County. In his Revolutionary 
War pension affidavit, submitted in Albany County, in 1820, Charles Shepherd states that he has 3 sons, 
ages 6-12 and a "sickly" wife. Charles Shepherd and Henry, James and Joseph moved to Henry County, 
Iowa, around 1837. Charles Shepherd's wife is named Sarah Springsteen in a Shepherd family Bible and a 
published reminiscence written by Henry Shepherd's daughter around 1925. Would like to verify this 
information with documentation from New York 

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/174207154/person/382382938881/facts

Any additional comments related to this consultation:
I have used Family Search's full-text search to search in church records from Albany, Schenedtady, and 
Schoharie counties for the time period 1800-1830 with no results. I have searched adjacent pages in 
federal census for others with the same surnames of Shepherd and Springsteen. I have found a birth 
record for a Sarah Springsteen b. 1786 in Albany County, but have not found contempoty documentation 
linking her to Charles Shepherd. In 1844, a Letter of Administration, Charles Shepherd's wife and son 
James Shepherd, decline to administer Charles Shepherd's estate, no reason given.
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Monday, April 27, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name JoAnn Ferretti

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

vital records of NY ancestors and revolutionary war info on
them

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
I am working on my 6th great-grandparents and the New York Revolutionary War. I would like to see some 
documentation as to their involvement. I believe they were local militia and not in the continental army.

Pertinent information related to your question:
Major Andrew Hill (1732-1810) his parents Anthony Hill (1704-1760) and Mary Ward (1708-1802). 

Andrew's wife, Catherine Juda Horton (1734-1774) I have potential information of her parents which I need 
to confirm. Capt. Jonathan Paulding Horton (1711-1795) and Margaret K. Koel (1708-1787). 

It has been written that their son, William Hill (1764-1844) was in the war also, at an early age.  He later 
moved to New Jersey. Of course, the state lines move so it is a little confusing.

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/tree/113770573/family/pedigree?cfpid=210116877319

Any additional comments related to this consultation:
There is quite a lot written about Maj Andrew Hill but I would like to see original documents (or copies). It 
would be nice if there was a diary or bible. Also, land grants and possible maps where they lived.

My sources have been "Genealogy of the Hill, Dean, Pinckney, Austin, Barker, Anderson, Rhoades and Finch 
Families", Couch, Franklin, 1852
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Sunday, April 5, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Brody Finney

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

Determining what resources exist

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
I hope to locate original sources that contain information on Jonathan Sackett Finney (ca. 1784-ca. 1819), 
his wife Mary Richards (1783-aft. 1863) and his parents, Joel Finney (1744-1799) and Anna Sackett (1751-
1844).

Pertinent information related to your question:
J. S. Finney has few known contemporary sources.  The initial link to him is from a flawed mugbook entry 
for his son Heman Finney (https://archive.org/details/historyofcrawfor00perr/page/132/mode/2up?
q=%22Haman+Finney%22 ), which gives just enough reliable information to link him to his parents.  There 
is also an 1811 letter from his uncle Eleazer Finney that lists him as a child of Joel Finney.

He is found in the 1810 census in Elizabethtown, Essex County, NY but has moved to Butler County, OH by 
9 Jan 1813, where he appears in the estray record.  He also appears in the "Field Book of Unapprised 
Land... in the years 1810 and 1811" for Elizabethtown, near brothers Anson, Heman, and Joel.

He is likely the age 16-25 male living with his brother Joel Jr. in the 1800 census (also in Elizabethtown) 
and one of three under 16 males with his father in the 1790 (actually 1791) census in Monkton, Addison 
County, VT.

There is no birth record for him in Connecticut, like there is for most of his siblings.  Brother Anson's 
mugbook entry indicates that he (Anson) was born in Spencertown, Columbia County, NY.  A Connecticut 
deed record that I can't currently lay hands on lists father Joel as "of Amenia in the County of Dutchess."  
IIRC, it was around the same time as Anson's birth, perhaps a year or two earlier.

I've looked at everything FamilySearch's AI can turn up for any variant of "Finney" I can think of in Essex 
and surrounding counties.  I've physically visited the Essex County courthouse and spent three days 
trawling through court records but found nothing.  I've attempted the same, but less extensively and 
without the physical visit, for Columbia and Dutchess Counties.

His wife, Mary Richards, has perhaps a bit more information, but is quickly brickwalled.  A letter to her son, 
George Finney from Abraham Snethen, clearly shows that she was the sister of Lydia Richards, who 
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married Abraham Snethen in Butler County, OH in 1816.  Abraham Snethen's (flawed - he gets the year of 
his own marriage wrong) autobiography indicates that Lydia was born in Essex County in 1796.  It actually 
would have been Clinton County, Essex's parent.  

Mary's father's name is given as "John Richards" in her son Heman's mugbook entry, but I can find no clear 
trace of a man of the right age named John Richards in Clinton or Essex Counties (or in Butler, OH and its 
neighbors) via FS's AI transcription search and the visit to Elizabethtown.  I think that the father's name is 
probably reliable, since Mary lived until at least 1863, staying with her children, including Heman Finney.  If 
it's in error, it's much more likely the fault of the transcriber or typesetter, I would think.

I'm hoping that church records or transcriptions of them may exist in the archive that could find some 
trace of the marriage of J.S. Finney and Mary Richards.  Mary was presumably a Methodist (per Lydia's 
info in the Snethen bio) while the Finneys were Congregationalists.  I ran out of time in Elizabethtown to 
dig deeply into what churches were there around 1800.

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/12192410/person/-316500197/facts

Any additional comments related to this consultation:
The questions I'm always most interested in is "what haven't I thought of" and "where should I be able to 
find this thing that should exist".

I have a second set of needles in other New York haystacks that I could use if the genealogist thinks that 
this particular set of problems wouldn't benefit from the consultation.

Much of what I've referred to above is not in my Ancestry tree.  Attaching it all to this web form is probably 
overkill, but I'd gladly share anything potentially useful.
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Friday, April 17, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Stephen Gavin

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

Tracking down records of ancestors.

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
Searching for further information on the Reed, sometimes Read, ancestors. The family resided in Western 
New York State from around 1800 to 1830. Particularly searching for Catharine Reed’s maiden name.

Pertinent information related to your question:
Catharine Reed, Maiden name unknown.
Known information 
Died 6 March 1823 in Perry, Genesee, now Wyoming, New York.
Buried Prospect Hill Cemetery Perry Center, New York.
Gravestone reads Catharine Wife of Elias Reed Died 6 March 1823. Age 37
This would make her birth year 1785-1786
Spouse Elias Reed was born in New Jersey in 1781 died in Ohio in 1857
Their first child was born in New York in 1803.
Daughter Jane, my 3rd great grandmother, was born on 17 April 1808 in Ovid, Seneca, New York.
On 1880 census Jane lists mother’s birthplace as New York, father’s as New Jersey.

Census Records 
1800 There is an Elias Reed age 16-25 and female age 16-25 in Minden, Montgomery, New York that is 
possibly my Elias Reed
1810 Elias Reed with appropriate family is in Seneca, Ontario, New York 
1820 Family is in Perry, Genesee, New York.
1830 Family, minus Catharine by absence of appropriate counter, is again in Perry.
1840 Elias Reed and family are in Richfield, Summit, Ohio.

Any additional comments related to this consultation:
Other Ancestry trees that have Catharine Reed information without citation give her date of birth as 20 
March 1785 which tracks with gravestone. They also list marriage date as 18 August 1796 at which time 
she would have been 11 years old.
I have been unable to find record's of property ownership by Elias Reed prior to the move to Ohio. 
Searched Register of Deeds records in both Ontario and Genesee counties.
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Side note Catharine’s headstone when viewed in 2023 was found to be off of the base and lying flat on the 
ground. I have thought of getting it repaired.
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Wednesday, April 15, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Merrilee Gordon

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

Find further source materials for Gordon family (and
associated time permitting)

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
Searching for John Gordon, which I have been doing at several NEHGS Archive trips.  Hoping to find 
records showing him in Dutchess Co and elsewhere from 1780 marriage in Dutchess Co) and Land 
purchase in Onondaga Co in 1812.  He had several children marry in Montgomery County in early 1800.  
Looking for new places to search as all I've tried yield nothing.  Also still searching for trail of his 
movement from prison in Acton in Oct 1777, to his marriage in Dutchess in 1780.

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/111479614/person/160088408414/facts

Any additional comments related to this consultation:
I have tons of records.  Have been using AI to help me organize them.  Attaching a research log, memo of 
what I am after, and a draft research plan.  Appreciate your help in finalizing plan and suggesting any other 
search paths.
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Friday, April 3, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Mary Johnson

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

locate NY records birth, marriage, death for close NY relatives

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
Locate records (B, D, M, etc.) from Rochester area for GP, GGP.  
Verify accuracy my current NY research
Overall goal is to find records for New York ancestors

Pertinent information related to your question:
1. GF Robert William Gallagher
    b. 9 Aug 1899 Washington DC (unconfirmed
    d. 5 Mar 1928 Monroe County Sanitorium from Tuberculosis (unconfirmed)
    m. 5 Jan 1920 Rochester, NY
    According to his obit he had a sister in NJ, Mrs. Peter Molzen, possible first name 
    is Mary.  I have no info for her.
2. GM Alice Emily Tillman
    b. 15 Jun 1901 Buffalo, NY
    d. 11 Mar 1981 Michigan. She remarried Archie Gibson, 2 Oct 1928 in Monroe, NY
3. Children from Gallagher & Tillman marriage
    Robert James Gallagher (adopted LN Gibson) b. 1921 Rochester
    Lucille Ruth Gallagher (adopted LN Gibson) b. 1922 Rochester
3. GGF William Edward Gallagher
    b. 28 Nov 1872 Albany, NY
    d. 24 Nov 1946 Washington DC (unconfirmed)
4. Harriet (Hattie) S. Whitten
    b. 1871 Washington County, IN
    d. 12 Aug 1913, Rochester, NY
5. Edward William Gallagher - some records detail he was the child of #3 & #4. I believe he was a relative 
that they took in.
    b. 25 Jul 1897 Washington DC
    d. 31 Jan 1916 Thorold, Welland, Ontario, buried Mount Hope Cemetery, Rochester

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/55605949?
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cfpid=13845077677

Any additional comments related to this consultation:
Although I have done considerable research, I am struggling to verify the details surrounding Robert 
William Gallagher's death and his sister, Mary Molzen. I'm also trying to determine the relationship of 
Edward William Gallagher to the Gallagher family. 
The absence of online New York records has been a hugh stumbling block. Truthfully, I do not feel that I 
am proficient researching library archive records.
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Thursday, April 9, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Linda Lambert

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

Specific information about an ancestor

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
I am looking for information about the parents of Minor Meeker born July 5, 1795. In -Ranslears Patten - ?? 
NY. I have an account that he claimed to have been illegitimate and separated from his parents at a young 
age. The document claims that his father was David Meeker of Danbury Connecticut and his mother 
(unnamed) daughter of Thomas Thomas of Connecticut who married a man named Miller. In later 
information I think she is named Eliza but not certain. 

Minor Meeker was separated from his mother ( she gave him up —presumably to live the life of ill repute— 
at age 2 in the care of his grandmother ( no name given) until he was 5 years old. He then lived with his 
uncle Elias Thomas where the family moved to Seneca County NY. When he was 16 his uncle moved to 
Steuben County near Mud Lake. At 18 Meeker was drafted on September 9, 1813 under Colonel Swift. 
About 1819 a group of people led by Elder Minor Thomas pastor of the Covert Baptist Church moved to 
Harrisburg, Fayette County Indianain 1820 he married Rachel Thomas, Elder Thomas’s daughter. Minor 
Meeker later became an Indiana state senator and my direct ancestor. 

In another handwritten document, a letter written by Stephen Toney, written October 11, 1841, states that 
his mother’s siblings were Elias, Dina, and Sarah Thomas and at the point of this letter they were all 
deceased. She was still living in 1841.

Her children’s names were Horton, George, Sally, Polly, and what looks to me like Lorana. Lorana and Sally 
were living in 1841 and the others deceased. 

She lived in Steuben County in Canton - south east corner of the county in 1841.

My questions are :
Are there any court records that indicate that she lived a life of ill repute?
Marriage record to ? Unnamed Miller?
Death record?
Who was Minor Meeker’s father? I searched for David Meeker but the dates don’t match. 
Any birth records? Church records of birth? 
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Records for Elias Thomas? The above named siblings and children? 
I have some records for Minor Thomas but nothing on Elias or Thomas Thomas.

Anything for people earlier than David Meeker and Thomases? 

Those are the questions I can think of at the moment but research blooms to other questions so I am 
eager for any additional advise or answers. 

Thanks! There is a lot I don’t know!

Pertinent information related to your question:
In the above narrative.

Any additional comments related to this consultation:
Nothing at the moment.
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Saturday, April 11, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Eric Nelson Seaborg Seaborg

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

Being exposed to more genealogical records

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
Nothing specific at this time

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

https://www.ancestry.com/invite-ui/accept?
token=ztZXsoaro3kQrS7pYR6c_sP2sKUE1OLalhsedfxD5Iw=
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Saturday, April 11, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Janet Seaborg

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

On a few documents, my maternal great-grandmother
purportedly was born in Ogdensburg NY sometime between
1856-59. On an application for a marriage license to my great-
grandfather in Detroit MI (June 1874) both parties claim
“parents unknown”. I’d like to confirm Myra Tilghman’s (born
Wright) parentage and their origin(s). As an alternative, I
would like to find evidence of family lore—how my mother’s
paternal grandfather (in the Italian Navy/Merchant Marines)
arrived in New York in 1878.

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
Oops, I sort of responded to this on the previous page. 
1. I hope to confirm the parents of my maternal great-grandmother, Myra Wright, b. Ogdensburg NY, July 6, 
1856? 
2. Where were Myra’s parents born? How did they come to America?

Pertinent information related to your question:
I have been trying to chip away at these questions for years. My grandmother (Antoinette Tilghman, b. 
Aug. 7, 1890 in Chadron NE) would never talked about her family origins, even when asked, she just said 
that she was disowned by her family for marrying an Italian Catholic. 

Her father was William Ridgely Tilghman from a very prominent family in Maryland, having come to 
America from England in the 1660s bearing a land grant from Lord Baltimore in England. They established 
The Hermitage in Queen Anne’s County MD, which is still owned and operated by the Tilghman family 
today. 

Antoinette’s mother, Myra Wright, is my brick wall.

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

View Eric-Janet's family tree on Ancestry.
https://ancestry.com/family-
tree/tools/tree/26262426/invitees/accept?inviteId=bdb3e3ce-
eadf-48ce-b68b-27736c907703
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Any additional comments related to this consultation:
My research mainly consists of rabbit-hole diving and not-well organized. I believe that Myra’s parents are 
Robert and Ann (b. Keto) Wright. Various censuses claim that Robert and Ann were born in either Ireland 
or Canada. I believe I found that Ann died in a ‘poor-house’ in Poughkeepsie NY in 1907, (d. Dec 2, 1907?).

I found a Robert Wright (common name) in the U.S. Town Clerks’ Registers of Men Who Served, enlisted 
for 3 years, Feb. 26, 1864, from Ogdensburg NY. I’ve found no record of his death but he appears to be 
living in Poughkeepsie in 1870.
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Wednesday, April 22, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Tricia Staley

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

Fill in gaps in paternal line

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
Listed in  order of priority:
1) Identify parents and birthplace for James Chichester (16 Apr 1795, prob. Ulster County/Greenville or 
Coxsackie)
2) Identify parents/birthplace Phebe Glover (b. 1813? Claverack, Columbia), wife of George Haun
3) Connect William Henry Haun (b. approx 1830, prob Claverack) to George and Phebe Haun
4) If John Glover is Phebe's father, did he come to America with Braddock's army c. 1753? Did he serve in 
the Revolution?
5) What happened after 1850 to George and Phebe's children Jane  (b approx 1830-31), Jacob (XXXX) and 
Christina (b.   )  They all seemed to disappear
6) What happened to Rachael Haun (b. XXXX) after 1880 census (where she was living in Hillsdale with 
brother Joseph  and presumably caring for his children? 
6) Date/cause of death for Jospeh Haun's wife Lizzie (bet 1870-1875)
7) Vital records or other formal confirmation of Margaret Story Chichester Stickles (of Claverack) and 
Sarah Story Skinkle (of Valatie) as daughters of Amos Story and Catherine Prough.
8) Immigration through Troy? 
9) What happened in Moriah, Essex Cty that would have led to family moving to Wisconsin during the 
1840s?

Pertinent information related to your question:
1) I can't figure out what church records to review. Family Bible has James' birth in Pennsylvania, 
daughters' (Edith and Katherin) death records say Ulster County. 
2) I've looked at Kelley church record books, deeds etc. 
Now need suggestions for other sources.
3) same as #2
4) Presuming Archives or Library will have pertinent books/records re: military
5) I have reviewed Claverack clerk's records, no deaths or marriages appear. I plan to stop at Hillsdale 
Town Hall on my way to Albany.
6) Searches for Rachael have been unsuccessful. Her mother died 1881; Rachael is not mentioned in the 
will. I am also wondering if Rachael C. Haun and Christina are the same person.
7) Ancestry family trees don't mention Margaret and Sarah Story, but the lines leading to  me have largely 
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died out so descendants of their siblings wouldn't necessarily know about them.
8) My 2nd gt-grandfather came from the Montreal area to US via Troy, according to his Naturalization 
papers. What would have been his mode of travel -- water or train?
9) My mother's grandfather Henry Ewer moved from Starksboro, VT to Moriah, NY. His mother died c. 1844 
and by the 1850 census, he and his father Moses Ewer were living in Wisconsin.

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/tree/198359657?
cfpid=292605435916

Any additional comments related to this consultation:
I've attached a couple of reports from other Chichester researchers, who are equally puzzed about James 
Chichester/Lavinia Husted's origins.
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Sunday, April 26, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Ken Stevens

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

I have much information on my NY family history, would like to
see if I can add to it

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
I have attached 9 ancestral charts.  Hoping to find some additional family information with cross reference 
to charts:  Mother's side: 1) any information on Uriah Jacobs parents (chart 5), 2) any information on 
Jasper Taylor's parents (chart3), 3) more information on Esther Hunneywell (where born, who are parents, 
etc.) (chart2) 4) Information on Elizabeth Ruff (where born, parents, etc.) (chart 5) 5) Any additional 
information on Catharine aka Maria Edmunds (chart 3), 6) Additional information on Thomas Travis 1st, 
who came to Orange County, NY in the 1700s with his brother (chart 4)   Father's side:  7) Information on 
the parents/ancestors  of Joseph Rheaume and Adeline J. Brunelle (chart 9), 8) Elizabeth Chaney Stevens 
was institutionalized shortly after my grandfather was born in 1886 -are records/dates available, my 
grandfather H.J. Stevens was put in an orphanage, are records/dates available (charts 1/7), 9) Arrival 
dates/locations of ships that Stevens/Chaney families arrived on 1845-1850 (approx) (charts 6/7).

Pertinent information related to your question:
See charts.  Most of the NY information from my mother's side is from work she did for her two DAR 
applications in 1984.  My father died when I was in high school in 1975. Most of my NY information there 
is from family bible records and a conversation that my father's first cousin had with his uncle in 1949 
regarding the Stevens family history.  He typed up a copy of his notes which I have.  Have supplemented 
with information from Ancestry.com and other sources. 

Any additional comments related to this consultation:
I recognize that I may not be able to find all the information that I hope to find.  Just hoping to make some 
headway on finding additional information and perhaps get some clues on how I may find more.   Thanks!
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Friday, May 1, 2026

Upstate New York Research Tour Form - Part 1 (Pre-Tour 
Consultation)

Name Theresa Stone

What is your main goal in attending 
this program?

Trying to confirm information and hopefully break down a
brick wall

Pre-Tour Consultation

Specific question(s) or goals for consultation:
I have a brick wall with Ellis who married Emily Goetschuis in 1854 in Seneca Falls . His census data 
conflicts if he was born in Ireland or Pennsylvania. They lived in Albany and Catskill. I’d like to see if I can 
find out for sure where he was from.

Optional: Provide a link to your 
PUBLIC family tree:

Contribute to Theresa's family tree on Ancestry.
https://ancestry.com/family-
tree/tools/tree/33684231/invitees/accept?
inviteId=9c428675-15aa-413a-89bd-8d5e7eec6a51
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