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Historical Context

“Germany” ca. 1700

Territorial fragmentation: sovereign principalities, free imperial cities, and dukedoms

Vischer map, 1690
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Germans in the Revolution

German Immigration

* Began as early as 1608 with the *  The largest group of non-English
arrival of several German speakers in America before the
glassmakers and carpenters to Revolution

Jamestown, VA

* In New Amsterdam as early as
1626

* 13 German Mennonite families
arrived in PA in 1683

* Influx of Germans in the early
1700s, mostly religious groups,
mostly to PA

* Palatine refugees sent to NY by
the British crown in 1710

Vischer map, 1690

5/15/2026

German Immigration

* Push factors * Pull factors

— Poor land — Religious freedom

— Heavy taxation — Available land

— Aftereffects of the Thirty — Employment
Years’ War (1618-1648) opportunities

— Inheritance laws — Advertising

— Increasing urbanization campaigns/word-of-
aided emigration mouth

— Religious intolerance

Religious Groups

* German-speaking regions predominantly
Lutheran or Catholic, but several smaller
Christian sects came out of the Reformation and
immigrated seeking religious freedom

— Mennonite
— Amish

— Moravian
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Germans in the Revolution

Inheritance Law

* Often prohibited the division of property and
heavily favored the eldest son

Advertising/Word-of-Mouth

* 1725 Diary of Charles Hector of Berleburg: “There
came letters from Pennsylvania [...] it was like an
earthly paradise. The man reported that one could
by a considerable piece of land for 200 or 300
Reichstaler, from which one could comfortably have
his living [.... ] there was complete freedom.”

German Immigration (1790 data)

Grubb, German Immigration and Servitude, p. 2.
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German Patriots

¢ Germans/German-Americans on both sides:
Loyalists and Patriots

¢ German-Americans served in the Continental
army and local militias

* Congress authorized the creation of the “German
Battalion,” made up of eight companies from PA
and MD

German Patriots: von Steuben

* Prussian military officer
out of work at the end of
the Seven Years War in
1763

e Went to work for the
Prince of Hollenzollern-
Hechingen

Around 1775, started
looking for military
employment again but
could find none in Europe

Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, Yale University

German Patriots: von Steuben

* “His administrative brilliance ¢ Met with the ambassadors to

in organizing, training, and France who could not promise

preparing the Continental him employment

Army for battle will ensure his

legacy in the cause of * Arrived in Philadelphia in Feb.

American independence” 1778 and offered his services to
- NPS Congress, who arranged to pay

him after the war

| Appointed Inspector General
by Washington and set about
standardizing drills,
maneuvers, and regulations

* Later instructor and supply
officer

Baron von Steuben Drilling Troops, PA State Capitol
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Germans in the Revolution

German Patriots

* Major General Johann  * Frederick II, King of
de Kalb Prussia, predicted
American success and
interfered with British
recruitment in

* Captain David Ziegler neighboring German
states

* John Rose, Continental
Army surgeon

5/15/2026

German Patriots

“...the Germans who compose a large part of the

inhabitants of this province are all on our side; the
sweets of liberty little known in their own country
are here enjoyed by them...” -Joseph Hewes, 1774

The “Hessians”

* German soldiers hired by the British starting in 1776;
auxiliary troops

¢ Most were from Hesse-Kassel, but others came from
Anhalt-Zerbst, Anspach-Beyreuth, Braunschweig
(Brunswick), Hannover, Hesse-Hanau, and Waldeck

* Individual soldiers had no choice; they were employed
by their prince and the prince hired out his army

¢ 34,000 soldiers hired (about half from Hesse-Kassel)
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The “Hessians”

* Led by German officers
who were subordinate to
a British commander

» Fought in major and
minor battles and
skirmishes

o After the war, 25-40%
stayed in America

Hessian cap plate, Museum of the American Revolution

Hessian Soldiers in Canada

* Some of the auxiliary troops
sent to North America were P
stationed in Canada to protect
the frontier

* As with auxiliary troops in the
13 colonies, some deserted,
some chose to stay, some Al Ve
escaped from POW camps Ein Conndisce P
and joined the British army - e

Finding Your Rev War Ancestor

Family stories

Gravestones

Lineage society memberships

Local history books

Males born between 1715-
1767
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Your German Patriot Ancestor

* You might have a
German/German-American Patriot
ancestor if...

— You have a German surname with
presence in the U.S. back to or
before the Revolution

— You have colonial ancestors in PA,
NY, or another mid-Atlantic state

NYPL collection

Your Hessian Soldier Ancestor

* You might have a Hessian Soldier
ancestor if...
— You have a German surname with
presence in the U.S. or Canada back
to the Revolution, but not before

— You have 19 or 20 immigrant
ancestors from Hesse-Kassel, Anhalt-
Zerbst, Anspach-Beyreuth,
Braunschweig (Brunswick),
Hannover, Hesse-Hanau, and
Waldeck

NYPL collection

Tips for German Research

* Spelling is flexible—think phonetics and not exact
spelling
— Weihrauch/Weyhrauch
— Reinhard/Reinhardt

* Surnames may have changed or been Anglicized
— O>oe, fss
— Schmidt—=> Smith, Schuhmacher— Shoemaker
— Stolzfuf->Proudfoot
— Lymbach-> Limbaugh
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Germans in the Revolution

Tips for German Research

* If there are two given names, it is more likely that
the second given name will be the one used
frequently

— Johann Adam—>Adam

— Wilhelm Georg—>Georg

— Because of this you might have siblings “Johann
Adam” and “Johann Peter,” i.e. Adam and Peter

* If there are two given names, the positions of the
names may be switched in American records

— Wilhelm Georg—>George William

Tips for German Research

* German borders have changed since the late 18t
century

Check Meyers Gazetteer or another historic
gazetteer to see what state/duchy/principality a
town belonged to in the 18" century, not just
where it is today

Research Resources:

Patriots
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Germans in the Revolution

Resources for Rev War Service

Secondary Sources Primary Sources

Daughters of the American
Revolution * Muster rolls

— DAR Patriots also provided support

in non-miliary roles, such as ¢ Pension reCOrdS
providing supplies or taking oaths

of allegiance

Sons of the American Revolution

RevWarApps.org

State publications
— Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors
— PA Archives series

5/15/2026

EOCE BLCEELCT LT L T F Y O

Memher Descendants GRC RevWar Bibles Resources

‘The DAR Library Restoration Project will commence in July 202

m ncestor Search
.

arch forRevolutionary Era Ancest

ew search | @ overview & Help

¥ Vou musst enter  vahsein 1 least ooe of the marked fields

Ancestor Last Name « (— Search Options

Ancestor First Hame * Overview & Help @
State of Service ° New Search

At n
Ancestor Humber *

State of Birth 0 Yeur

services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/sear

EDAR Memner Descendants GRC RevWar Bibles Resources

KLEINDIENST, GODFRIED nossiss fE} R

PRIVATE b

RESIDENCE
Become a Member!

1) Gity: CODORUS TWP - County: TORK CO - State: PENNSYLVANIA

SPOUSE

DAR Ancestor Search Results
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Germans in the Revolution

Patriot Research System (PRS)

ﬁ Welcome to the 3\

Use of PRS Data on NSSAR Applications:

Submissions / Updates / Corrections:

This Staasa i B work i BEOGFORA” B B8 e, o G 5 e BSOS when rave G0t BSCOas BVEASRHS BN 83 N TeCCrds or PATEts B8 By o approved by
s6AR

HSSAR mambars intecmted i iging can vokunime by submiting s ecrest v ot ([N

sarpatriots.sar.

=8

GR -

2 Godfried KLINEDINST A Pt # P335556

2 Prvat Avesasy

783, vORK £0 MIL

PRS Search Results

RevWarApps.org

* Southern Campaigns Revolutionary War Pension
Statements & Rosters

* Mostly VA, NC, SC, GA, with some additional
records

* Transcriptions of pension applications and bounty
land warrants

* Search by name or browse name list
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RevWarApps.org: Example BLW Transcription

PA Archives Series

Journal of public records relating to PA history

9 series, published 1852-1935

¢ Second series, Vol. 10-11, 13-15 contain Rev War lists,
unit info, and diary entries

* Third series, Vol. 5-7, State of the Accounts of County
Lieutenants

* Third series, Vol. 23, Navy muster rolls, list of
pensioners

* Available on Archive.org
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The Online Books Page

prescnts semal archive litinga for

Pennsylvania Archives

Persistent Archi

Patriot Military Records

* Muster rolls and pay rolls
— Many original records destroyed in a fire, existing records
compiled and consolidated in the late 19 century
— Organized by state troop or Continental Army
— May have unit, dates of service, rank, rate of pay
— Generally held in NARA RG 93 and digitized by Fold3

* Pension records
— Organized by state of residence at time of application

— Typically have unit, dates of service, rank, pension rate, and
additional biographical details

— Generally held in NARA RG 15
— Indexes widely available

Patriot Military Records

* Pension Roll of 1835
— Essentially a census of pensioners
— Published in 4 vols.
— Available on Ancestry

Statement, §e. of Clinton county, New York. -
- i = = @
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s, ok | o | cved: Ve Laws under which inscribed incressed,
anc and reduced; and remarks, L
Daniel Acker - | Prate | 3300 ¥eb. 12,1017 | Sep. 28, 1815 | Acts miliwy establishment.
Jomathan Bamey -|do | 4800 | 119 34| M Sept. 1, 1017 | Sept. 9, 1815 | dododo
eneas 7. Brockham | do | 96 00 [ 1,419 20 I
i R i 8, 1321 | Feb, 22,1819 | Acts military establishment.  Died.
eccmber 5
ess Case - | Sergeas 177 Peb, 13, 1818 | Acts nitary e
e ST 2 Y 102k o1 R Rt i (it
omas Fdd . do 55 far. 27, 1823 | Aects military establishment, and May
i it 15, 1820.
0o A oae || swoe do Nov 1 | oo 18|
sandnes Goodspeed | Corporal | 3200 | 35191 [ 86t do  do | June19, 17 | Sep. 14, 1814 | Aprl, 1816, i
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Fold3.com

* Partner site with Ancestry.com, focus is military
records

¢ Searchable and browsable

* Contains service records and pension records
/ fold3<

Discover your military ancestors
Search over 640 million records

Additional Resources

¢ Free American Ancestors webinar:
“Clues of Service: Determining the Military
Service of Your Ancestors”

* FamilySearch Wiki:
“Revolutionary War Service Records”

* FamilySearchWiki:
“Revolutionary War Pension Records and Bounty
Land Warrants”

German Patriot

Research Example
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Christian Sterner
* 1790: Long Swamp, Berks, PA, age over 16
* 1800: Long Swamp, Berks, PA, age 26-44
* 1810: Manheim, Berks, PA, age over 45
* Pension roll of 1835: Schuylkill County, PA, age 74
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Pension Index
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5/15/2026

' fold3<

Browse
@ @
Sterner, Christian

Furce

= -®

= >

Pages
“®

Fold3 Search

Christian Sterner’s Service

* Three 2-month periods in &
1777-1778 p

e e i iy e
R e BT

|

¢ Saw little action, but
engaged in a skirmish
during his first period of
service

* Third period of service he
was drafted and was N

e ek 5
camped at “Minnicks Mill” [llsir s 2502

A Christian STERNER

SAR Patriot & P-207 114

> i proot of Qualtying Service o Lineage,
b used as proot.

T

Setved under Captsin Sabastian Lentz, Pennsyivania Milta

Ponsion File 523010

Mombers Who Shara This Ancestor

AR Patriot Rese System
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EDAR Member Descendants GRC RevWar Bibles Resources

STERNER, VALENTINE
PENNSYLVANIA PATRIOTIC SERVICE
CIRca 1
ANTEY

ONGSWAMP TWP BERKS CO PENNSYLVAMIA
3ROSER, VOL 18, PP 380,383
1) PAID SUPPLY TAX, 1780

RESIDENCE

1) Eity: MAXATAWNY TWE - County; BERKS CO - State: PENNSYLYANIA

SPOUSE

DAR Ancestor Search

TS

Become a Member!

o]

Research Resources:

Auxiliary Troops

Auxiliary Troops/Hessian Soldiers

Secondary Sources
* AmRev Hessian Mailing
List website

* John Merz publications
(Canada)
¢ HETRINA
— Hesse-Kassel, Hesse-Hanu,
Waldeck

Clifford Neal Smith
monographs

Primary Sources

¢ German Auxiliaries
Muster Rolls, 1776-1786
(bulk 1781-1783)
[UMich]

¢ Johannes Schwalm
Historical Association at
Kutztown

* Originals at Staatsarchiv
Marburg
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AMREV~HESSIAN

MAILING LIST WEBSITE

~ AMREY HESSIAN ~ The Largest offering of Hessian Information on the Internet ~ Site Meay ~

Hessian Guide

Hewslam remalning In America lstng.

freepages.rootsweb.com/~amrevhessians/military/a/amhessian

HHE Hanau Regiment Erbprinz

CNS, Mercenaries from Hesse - Hanau, Monograph #5
Hetrina 6, 2 volumes, A-L & M-Z, Hanau i
Deserted from unit

Locdc, :
[Coethir, Kaspar, K15, 80131,

mRev Hessian Index

Published Research by John Merz

* Deserters as registered by the Hessische Archives
Marburg in Hetrina IV

* The Hessians of Nova Scotia
* The Hessians of Quebec
* The Hessians of Upper Canada

* Register of German Military Men: Who Remained in
Canada After the Revolution

* He was a Hessian : a study of some early German
military settlers in Canada, 1783-1800, and the story of
one of them
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Germans in the Revolution

REEISTER 0P CHROUS MILITARY M M1 BESAINED TN CANABA

Register
af

Grruan

Militucy
Men

Wi e 1 B
e o D o - wen sz

]
ot

Jekamars Hrlmat Mres

kg
Merz, Register of German Military Men

John Merz PDFs

¢ “Personal Data Files” for about 80 Germans who
fought in the American Revolution
— Two lists, Canada and the U.S.

* Name of soldier; name variations; origins if
known; service info; wife, children, residence info;
primary source citations

* Sources listed in the German Military Men book

Bode: Johannrs Bode, Karl Bode

freepages.rootsweb.c mrevhessians/military/pdf-index.
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Personal Data Files of German Military Men in U.S.A. 1776-1783.
Conpiled by Johannes Welmat Her:. Risearcher and Htstorian:

Drube, Daniel K-8 Hessen-Kassel Regt.v.Bose

Name variations: Druby. Trubey, Truby.

S#132#3062: DRUBE, Daniel. born 1751/52 in Ostuffeln D-3521 (now
§1333 Grebensteln’ Burgufféln), private in Kassel Regt. von Bose.
5. Comy Sted"as on leave in 1775. No other lnfor in Netrina.

Stavar.s/1(1993)p:

Seheer reort - llessen-Cassel Regt. v.Bose:
Drube, "no tirst Co’

deserted (Drube. Daniel)

(Note! The Reg| was part of the Cornwaills Army which
Vas Captured 5t Yorkiown, Virginia, in Octoper 1781)

Family istory Library catalog Call f 029.273 T762p -

US/Can Book. ree®Alycon Trabey (Malh author) and

Tribey, barévias Rugustus 16601549 (added Author) -

Book ISBN 158549626% - Includes 1

Daniel Druby/Trubey (1750-1807) vas Durxl in Burgutfeln. Gernany
rtha Elis ey. He en! ca as a Hessla

aalﬂ( r and nesenﬁ Tin1¥53"tn Mary and I\huu 1784 he married

arsaret Mack (ca

‘Bend Books

Westminster. Maryland, c2000. 401 page:

There is a mail list TRUBY-Lrootsweb.com for the discussion of

Truby/Drube genealogy

There Is ‘also a Kaotsweb Message Hogrd TRUDY
P://www.rootsweb.com click on Message Doards.

Regiment Erbprinz who deserted In America. (SH13:

There wereseveral soldiers named TRUBE with the Hessen-Kassel
2 3)
There first names are Andreas. August. and Jacob.

aniel Drube PDF by John Merz

HETRINA

* Hessian Troops In America (HETRINA) from the
State Archives in Marburg

* Searchable by name or keyword (ie rank, location)

* Includes timeline of engagements and information
on units

* Some information appears in German even when
using the English version of the website

Landesgeschichtliches
informationssystem  HESSEN

«

Bitto boschtan Sio: LAGIS hat eine neus Adresse: lagis.hessen do. FOr ene
Vertogung.

Hessian Troops in America

Serpia Saarch

1455 Saaren

Sinp saach o search g ke s ke 3 LAGIS modidon. S ari your search b and press o LAGIS
Sewer v Spaces b - Youmay

lagis-hessen.de/hetrina
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Hessian Troops in America

Do » Rupmeses Latintarssrarogumart

ter 1783 Prince-Successor

Infantry Regiment (Leib-Infanterie-Regime

arrnams Familienbericht
Fer g
ddohann Henrich SCHAUBACH Peaimmergias. ou
14711808 n oer st Vesmmaren,tesen Omiscnr, 63001 fosat 0 | s il
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Clifford Neal Smith Monographs

German-American genealogical research monographs by Clifford
Neal Smith, with separate published indexes to nos. 1-12 and 21-25

no. 1. Brunswick deserter-immigrants

no. 2. Mercenaries from Ansbach and Bayreuth
no. 3. Muster rolls and prisoner-of-war lists

no. 5. Mercenaries from Hessen-Hanau

no. 19. Mercenary troops from Anhalt-Zerbst
no. 28. Notes on Hessian Soldiers

no. 30. Annotated Hessian chaplaincy record of the American
Revolution, 1776-1783; christenings, marriages, deaths

5/15/2026

Primary Sources Online

German Auxiliaries Muster Rolls, 1776-1786
(bulk 1781-1783), University of Michigan
[browse-only]

Dragoner Regiment Prinz Friedrich, Kutztown
University [browse-only]

Monthly reports of the auxiliary units, Kutztown
University [browse-only]

Camp Followers

“Camp followers” were women and children who
followed troops as they fought in the war

Some wives from Britain and Germany traveled
abroad to be with their husbands

Births and marriages recorded in
Feldkirchenbiicher (field parish registers)

— Records from Braunschweig (Brunswick) and
Hesse-Kassel available on Archion.de

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Feldkirchenbuch baptismal record

The 3 November 1778 at Medfort
[sic] outside Boston Franz August
Benecke of Riedesel’s regiment and
his wife Dorothea Klengelbeutel had
a daughter born and she was
baptized on the 7t of the same
month with the name Helene
Augustine

m‘;lxi-/\l':nhw\

Find a Genealogist

To find tha right axpart:

oy
50 the Keywerd box 1o

You dont need to il cut o4 e
vou wil see
1 you need mors help o
Professional an § Questions to Ask Before Hiring

About-  NewsAndEvents-  Publications -  Contact

s in location. 736 DIRECTORY | 1Y
you complete, the more refined

our Search Help. 1f o

[ oo | o | o | —

aps; Nevigating the APG Website: Usin;
" tomemen o o

NAVIGATING THE

arrmon, Joveai, o APG WEBSITE ),

USING THE

wit be. If you leave il the baxes biank and hit search,

3. pi

5.Groat Reasons to Hire 8

APG Directory
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Hessian Research

Example

5/15/2026

10 Baltin Weyhrauch

2
5_Anna Elisabetha Weyhrauc!

— 1_Eva Blzabeth Hoimel
o3 ame st
TS —
12 Vatin Lethauser
x
& Johann Chistian Lotthause

b 14 June 1782

Roddor, Tharingen, Germany 25 Matthaius Schrumy
a 23 diy o1

5
Fambacn, Turagen, Gemany | 13 Charlotte Schrumy

3_Eva Catharina Leithauser

Jne 1766
4 24 Sep 1646 P
7_EvaElisabetha Reinhardt |  Fomooch, Tarngen, Gemany

" Famoc: arngen, Gemany % Andreas Fuckel cnte
o Bhorise .
Faracn Tarmgen Gemany | 15 Eva Catharina Fuckel
oy 1771 .
Findach Tonngen,Gemany | »_Eva Elisabetha Dittmar _con?
o {1633
Fambatn Thongen Gemany & 420017181

Pedigree Chart — Hessian Origins

Kurhessen- Waldaci: Landeskirchiches Archiv Kassel > Sehmalkalden > Fambach > KB 1703-1792, Bid 45
www_archion.de

"G A B B

o VJ. BRI 2 ;
o

- o L i e,

| Pl v S Mo D B R Sl Sorn i é’L‘ 0 Hetic,

I X &uée/zfxo,;f e

Ul G D oo T2 fl. X e

(00 Bl Opodel Bloondt fi 21085 L g B i, 0
S R S SRR Y )i i s

1766 — On 18 June Johann Adam Reinhardt, Fliigel-Grenadier bey den 3™ Battalion....with
Miss Anna Elisabetha Weyrauch...

1766 Marriage record, Fambach
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= W Suemn
Fambach o1
[ wroen oA = = SRR —
o = — ‘
{hndang)
= [ -
v Gsen Ossae Ark banancit o For s e Werra saho
<
Wappen  Deutschisndkarie

ha |

Geografie | s :
" w oo Der Ort Fambach begt im oberen YVerratal Zwischen

Meiningen und Bad Salzungen unmiltaibar an der

Wikipedia.de

Entry

Fambady Str. Elﬁmnﬂnlbn, 'l‘r Deie Volume 1

n:nﬂ? NY. Cajfel, Dertidait Shmal: Page 472

1, A, \_,mmalmbm, B D(‘rmlh N [
1333 €.
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l km Llmizble; Type D.
g ;. ol3iofbr., SN i :
stirrhof, km Sdmalfalden, 5; i £ | il Pr
mu[llv.‘ ME, E; §16n, Wernshausen-Qetqess Prov Hess. -N.
Bogtei, Papiermibie 5; Gut Todens B
warth, PE 15 km Werndpaujen, 3; M. RE Cassel
Trufenmihle 8 G Kr Herrschaft Schmalkalden
Corr ng Entry fror dendum AG Schmalkalden
Fanibad); finterTrufenmifle erg.:, AG. BKdo Hersfeld

Meyers Gazetteer

Ruehard, Adam[13]

Gamhas

. 654 = M- Mangaroner  [Erves) Gremaciamatason Lisngen, 1776)
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Staatsarchiv Marburg
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Germans in the Revolution

Key Takeaways

* Germans served on both sides of the Revolution

* German names may have changed after arriving
in North America

* Borders of German states have changed

* Secondary sources/databases and published
materials can be used to verify service

* Primary sources tell a fuller picture

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Upcoming Events

IN-PERSON RESEARCH TOUR
Research Getaway at American Ancestors, Boston, MA
June 4-6, 2026, 4:00 - 5:00 PM ET

ONLINE BENEFIT

From Revolution to Remembrance:

Patriots of Color and Their Descendants

Featuring a conversation between Ken Burns and Dr. Vincent Brown
June 18, 2026, 6:00 - 7:15 PM ET

IN-PERSON CONCERT
From Plimoth to Yorktown:

A Concert of Early American Music
June 20, 2026, 4:00 - 5:00 PM ET

ONGOING IN-PERSON EXHIBIT
Patriots of Color
April 23-December 31, 2026

AmericanAncestors.org/Events
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Germans in the Revolution

Join  Research Services  Support  About £ AmerianAncestors

nary Roots

' DoYou Have
Reyolutionary Roots?

revolutionaryroots.AmericanAncestors.org

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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