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* Presentation (60 mins.)
« Census Substitutes
* Waves of immigration
« Published compilations
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Census Substitutes
[el
Locate the village your family
resides in before searching early
census substitutes
2
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Census Alternatives: Tax Records

* Hearth Tax, 1691-1695
e Poll Tax. 1693-1699

* 18th century taxation

* Available at Scotlands People Centre and online
from the Virtual Volumes on Scotlands People

o https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/virtual-
volumes/vv-tax-rolls

CAY Scotland's B
,{‘/.'). People W Bastet Login/Creats occount

Home  Searchthorecords  Orderocertificate  Wisitus  Snop  Help ond support

Virtuol

Tax rolls search

Search 17th-19th century tax rolls
submitted to the Scottish
Exchequer, listing different types of
people in each of Scotland's
oorishes and burahs.

ALL

(1785-1798)
5-1798)

Record type (6]

scotlandspeople.gov.uk/virtual-volumes/vv-tax-rolls

Hearth Tax 1691-1695

A tax of 14 shillings on every hearth in the kingdom by both
landowners and tenants to raise money for the army, collected
between 1691 and 1695. Hospitals and paupers were exempt
from the tax. Hearth lists are arranged by county and then by
parish or landed estate. This tax indicates the size of the house.
While most county hearth lists contain lists of householders,
some counties only give the total number of hearths and money
collected in each parish or estate and a small number of
counties do not have hearth lists.
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Scottish Exchequer (Tax Records), Hearth tax - Extract sederunts of
commissioners for Aberdeenshire, 8 Sep 1692, E69/1/1

Scottish Exchequer (Tax Records) Hearth tax - Extract of
Sep 1692, E69/1/1, E0006900001-00001-00001-jpg

©National Records of Scotland. Copyright restricted. For enquiries regarding the re-use of this image
contact National Records of Scotland.

for Aber ire, 8

scotlandspeople.gov.uk/virtual-volumes/volume-images/

Poll Tax (1694-1698)

Poll tax rolls, 1694-1698 Poll taxes were imposed in

1694, 1695 and twice in 1698 to pay off the debts and
arrears of the army and navy. Payment was graduated
at the rate of 6 shillings and upwards according to
rank and means; only the poor and children under 16
were exempt. The collectors of the poll tax faced
similar difficulties to those of the hearth tax and the
records are incomplete. Arranged by county and
parish, the amount of information provided varies
from list to list.

Scottish Exchequer (Tax Records), Poll tax - Berwick county - Lauder parish, E70/2/1

Scottish Exchequer (Tax Records) Poll tax - Berwick county - Lauder parish, E70/2/1, E0007000002-00001-00002-jpg
©National Records of Scotland. Copyright restricted. For the re-use of this imag National Records of
Scotland.
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1755 Population of Scotland

‘An account of the number of people in Scotland in the
year seventeen hundred and fifty-five by Alexander
Webster, one of the ministers of Edinburgh’ gives a total of
1,265,380 which is regarded as the most credible estimate
of the Scottish population prior to 1801. (Webster’s
Account of the Population of Scotland in 1755)

* Ministers in 909 parishes were asked to
provide information about:
— the extent of their parish
— the numbers of ministers, Roman Catholics and Protestants
— the total number of inhabitants
— the number of fighting men (aged between 18 and 56)
— the ages of the inhabitants

CartTax (1785-1798)

The owners of two,
three, or four wheeled
carts in Scotland were
taxed. The tax fell upon
mostly farmers and
landowners in rural
communities and those
carters who in the
villages.
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Carriage Tax (1785-1798)

* Owners of two or four-wheeled carriages in
Scotland paid tax on their carriages.

Scottish Exchequer (Tax Records), Carriage tax - Volume 6 - Counties (see ‘More info' for
county details), E326/8/6
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Clock and Watch Tax (1797-1798)

* This tax list the
names and number of
clocks and watches
the individual owned.
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‘More info’ for county details), E326/12/1
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Dog Tax (1797-1798)

A listing of all those who were taxed 5 shillings on
working dogs.
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Female Servant Tax (1785-1792)

¢ A tax was levied on
households employing
'non-essential' female
servants. Most of
these servants listed were
engaged in domestic
work.

5/15/2026

Scottish Exchequer (Tax Records), Female servant tax - Volume 5 - Counties (A-L) (see

‘More info’ for county details), E326/6/5
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Male Servant Tax (1785-1792)

*  The male servant tax was levied on
the households employing 'non-
essential' male servants from 1777
onwards. This excluded farm
labourers, industrial workers and
servants in businesses like shops
and inns. The tax was aimed
primarily at the wealthy in town
and country who could afford
domestic or personal servants (such
as cooks, butlers, valets, grooms,
gardeners and coachmen).
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Scottish Exchequer (Tax Records), Male servant tax - Volume 4 - Burghs (see 'More info’

for burgh details), E326/5/4
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Shop Keeper Tax (1785-1789)

S A shop keeper tax was

charged which
occasionally list the
shopkeeper and type
of businesses.

Scottish Exchequer (Tax Records), Shop tax - Volume 6 - Burghs (see 'More info’ for burgh

details), E326/4/6
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QUESTIONS?

Census Content
and Access

Overview

» Taken every ten years since 1801 except in 1941

* Censuses from 1841 to 1911 are available for
public use

10
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Pre-1841 Census

1801-1831

*  ScotlandsPeople Centre holds transcripts and photocopies of the existing pre-1841
(1801-1831) census records and other early population records. See the Pre-1841 Census
Records Research Guide on the National Records of Scotland website to learn more.

Pre 1841 Statistical Data

* 1801, 1811, 1821, 1831 Histpop - Online Historical Population Reports (OHPR!

*  There are statistical charts available for the 1801, 1811, 1821, and 1831 Scotland
censuses. The government gathered statistical data to see the economy of the people.
The data listed p housing, and populations for every parish in Scotland. It
also noted changes from the previous census and reasons for those changes. See the

Online Historical Population Reports wiki page to learn more.

1831 - 1840 Scotland Pre-1841 Censuses and Population Lists at FindMyPast — index ($)

1834 - 1845 Scotland, Rolls of Male Heads of Families, 1834-1845 at Ancestry — index ($)

Scotland Pre-1841 Census

¢ Name * Archive and reference sources
¢ Year
 Birthplace

¢ Occupation
e Address

¢ Residence

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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1801 Census

* Created because of the * Number of families and
worry of food shortage in houses
Britain

* Number of Individuals and
* Population Act of 1800 occupations
e‘ RL\)_L_;A\{? ¥ \-‘f‘:’,“’» s Number of marriages,
;3 ",, ? . christenings, and burials
% ‘

&
7

1801-1831 Census Content

« Contains only statistical information

* Some parishes compiled lists of names and occupations
(population lists)

 Surviving pre-1841 census entries are found in:

— Kirk session records (most) - available on Virtual Volumes in
the Historical Search Room and the ScotlandsPeople Centre

— OId Parish Registers (a few)
— Local Archives

— ScotlandsPeople Centre Reference Library (photocopies,
transcriptions, and indexes)

Some Surviving Census

* Dallas (1811) * Lindean, part of
— one of the best surviving Galashiels (1831)
records: includes address, « T ochrutton (1821, 1831)

name, rank (this can be
occupation, marital * Melrose (1831)

status, lodger) and age « Rothes (1811)
* Dornoch (1811) . Stow (1801)
R * County Sutherland

* Jedburgh and suburbs (1821)
(1831)

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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S futltionSist 1 Lofutitin Sist 1.
7
Parish locations of surviving
pre-1841 Census on FindMyPast
* Jedburgh i 5
* Greenlaw
* Ladykirk
* Melrose
* Applegarth and
Sibbaldbie

@) Scotland Pre-1841 Censuses and Population Lists

[sa— ——

Laam more about thasa records.

5 et

findmypast.co.uk

Usaful links and resources

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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ved in your house
100 years ago?
B
Find out with the 1921 Census.

i
i
000000000000

findmypast.co.uk

L —— (e

findmypast.co.uk

1841 Census

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Dates the Census was taken

¢ 1841 - 6 June 1841 * 1891 - 5 April 1891

¢ 1851 - 30 March 1851 * 1901 - 31 March 1901

+ 1861 - 7 April 1861 « 1911 - 2 April 1911
+ 1871 -2 April 1871

* 1881 -3 April 1881

Ancestry.com has transcribed copies of the 1841-1901 Scotland Census — no images

‘Card Caralog

Searchatie beting of st record collectons

§
i
E
BE

BEEEEE

Ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/?title=scotland%20census

1841 Census

* June 6, 1841 — population 2,620,184

* Some parishes (mostly in Fife) do not survive

* FamilySearch.org https://www.familysearch.org/
search/catalog/442707?availability=Family%20His
tory%20Library

* FindMyPast
https://search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-
records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census

15
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search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census
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lived in your house
100 years ago?
Find out with the 1921 Census.

[r— 67 s

00008000009000

world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census

-scotland-census

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Robert's local area

search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census

Rebert’s local area

About 1841 England, Wales & Scotland Census

search.findmypast.co.uk/search-world-records/1841-england-wales-and-scotland-census

rms of Scotland for 1841

17
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1841 Scotland Census

1851 Census

1851 Scottish Census

* March 30, 1851 - population 2,888,742

* FamilySearch.org https://familysearch.org/search/colle
ction/2028673

* FindMyPast https://search.findmypast.com/search-
world-records/1851-england-wales-and-scotland-
census

18
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1851 Scottish Census
* Road, Street or Name of House
* Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the
household; Marital Condition; Age
* Military Rank, Profession or Occupation.
¢ Where born
¢ Whether Blind, Deaf and Dumb
Censs s of Scotand for1gsy
- . e o
1 Qe
o am
am
©.no. 15 S 104 1 Am
familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library
il T Sch  Mamorios ot ol Actvries
familysearch.org/search/catalog/3702597availability=Family%20History%20Library
19

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Tracing Scottish Ancestry
5/15/2026

FambyTree Sewch Memaes Getlvshed | Acteites
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e P
familysea
familysearch.org/search/catalog/370259?availability=Family%20History%20Library
QUESTIONS?
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1861 Census

1861 Scottish Census

* April 7, 1861 - population 3,062,294.

* FamilySearch.org https://www.familysearch.org/search
[catalog/160553?availability=Family%20History%20Libr
ary

FindMyPast https://search.findmypast.com/search-

world-records/1861-england-wales-and-scotland-
census

1861 Scottish Census

¢ Road, Street or Name of House

* House — Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited

* Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the
household; Marital Condition

* Age, Military Rank, Profession or Occupation.
¢ Where born

¢ Whether Blind, Deaf and Dumb

* NEW! Number of children 5 to 13 in School

* NEW! Rooms with one or more windows

22
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Gensus returns of Scotland for 1861

5/15/2026

familysearch.org/search/catalog/160553?availability=Family%20History%20Library

282 / 2/ 3648 |

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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1871 Census

1871 Scottish Census

e April 2, 1871 - population 3,360,018

* FamilySearch.org https://www.familysearch.org/search
[catalog/162199?availability=Family%20History%20Libr
iy

* FindMyPast https://search.findmypast.com/search-
world-records/1871-england-wales-and-scotland-
census

1871 Scottish Census

¢ Road, Street or Name of House

* House — Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited

* Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the
household; Marital Condition

* Age, Military Rank, Profession or Occupation.

¢ Where born

¢ Deafand Dumb, Blind, Imbecilic or Idiot, Lunatic
¢ Number of children 5 to 13 in School

¢ Rooms with one or more windows

24
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@D 1871 England, Wales & Scotland Census
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1881 Scottish Census

* April 3, 1881 - population 3,735,573

* FamilySearch.org https://www.familysearch.org/search
[catalog/114528?availability=Family%20History%20Libr
any

 FindMyPast https://search.findmypast.com/search-

world-records/1881-england-wales-and-scotland-
census

1881 Scottish Census

* Road, Street or Name of House
* House — Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited

* Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the
household; Marital Condition

* Age (at last birthday)
 Military Rank, Profession or Occupation.
* Where born

¢ Deafand Dumb, Blind, Imbecilic or Idiot, Lunatic

¢ Rooms with one or more windows

i i
G e,

[ S— 7 .

Lreedbager

Circaeid iy

26
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1891 Census

1891 Scottish Census

* April 5, 1891 - population 4,033,103.

* FamilySearch.org https://www.familysearch.org/search
[catalog/164002?availability=Family%20History%20Libr
ary

* FindMyPast https://search.findmypast.com/search-

world-records/1891-england-wales-and-scotland-
census

1891 Scottish Census

* Road, Street or Name of House

* House - Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited

* Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the household;
Marital Condition

* Age (at last birthday)
*  Profession or Occupation; Employer; Employed (Y/N)

* Neither Employer nor Employed but working on own account
*  Where born

 Speaks Gaelic or Gaelic & English

* Deaf and Dumb, Blind, Imbecilic or Idiot, Lunatic

* Rooms with one or more windows

27
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@D Results for 1891 England, Wales & Scotland Census
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1901 Census

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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1901 Scottish Census

¢ March 31, 1901 - population 4,472,103

* FamilySearch.org - transcription currently not online

* FindMyPast https://search.findmypast.com/search-

world-records/1901-england-wales-and-scotland-
census

1901 Scottish Census

* Road, Street or Name of House
* House - Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited

* Name of Individual; Relationship to the head of the household;
Marital Condition

* Age (at last birthday)

* Profession or Occupation

* Employer, Worker or on own account

¢ Where born

*  Speaks Gaelic or Gaelic & English

* Deaf and Dumb, Blind, Imbecilic or feeble minded.

* Rooms with one or more windows
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1911 Census

1911 Scottish Census

* Road, Street or Name of House

* House - Whether an inhabited building or uninhabited

¢ Rooms with one or more windows

* Name of Individual; Number of persons in house.
* Relationship to the head of the household
* Age (at last birthday)

* Speaks Gaelic or Gaelic & English

* Single, Married, Widower or Widow

* [Questions for Married Women] Duration of Marriage;
Children born Alive; Children still living.

1911 Scottish Census

* Personal Occupation

* Industry or Service in which worker is connected

* Employer, Worker, or on Own Account

* If working at Home

* Birthplace
* Nationality if born in a Foreign Country

* Totally Deaf or Deaf and Dumb; Totally Blind; Lunatic;
Imbecile or feeble-minded.

31
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In Enumeration Book.

Census retums.
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Buy the credit bundle that is right for you

30 credits 40 credits 80 credits 160 credits

£10.00 £20.00

40.00

e

5/15/2026

() Your shopping basket has been updated.

x
Shopping basket
Following the Covic-19/Coronavins euthresk, please be aware that sur resources are lmited 50 t may not be possile to schieve aur usual 15
. pabsh
prosuct price. Quantity Toral

BASKET SUBTOTAL: £7.50

== =

Credit Purchasing
[

Niven

Census returns - Census - Search results 3 peopte seorch

1 Result howing

Scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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1911 NIVEM, REBECCA (Census 485/A 6/ 35) Page 35 of 42
{ECrown copyright, National Records of Scotland. Image was generated at 08 April 2022 1757

B =

Lo -

1911 NIVEN, REBECCA (Census 4B5/A 6/ 35) Page 35 of 42
ECrown copyright. National Records of Scotland. Image was generated at 08 April 2022 1757

1911 NIVEN, REBECCA (Census 4B5/A 6/ 35) Page 35 of 42
ECrown copyright. National Records of Scotland. Image was generated at 08 April 2022 1757

Scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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1921 Census

1921 Scottish Census

¢ June 19, 1921 - population 4,882,497

* Available for purchase from ScotlandsPeople website

1921 Scottish Census

* New questions relating to the population of young people
were introduced:

* The number of orphans living at each address were surveyed
for the first time and asked whether the father, mother or
both parents were deceased

¢ The number of dependent children.

« For the first time, a question was asked on whether a
marriage had been ‘dissolved by Divorce’

* The question on infirmity was removed, but a new question
asking whether individuals were eligible for benefit under the
National Insurance Act 1911 was included.
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1939 National Identity Register

* The Government carried out an enumeration of
the population on 29 September 1939 just after
the start of the Second World War. The Registrar
General for Scotland, who had been making
preparations for the 1941 census, was
given responsibility for this task.

* Order copies from the National Records of
Scotland www.nrscotland.gov.uk/registration

1939 Register
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New Register House Edinburgh EH1 3YT

Ve Ko
= == scotland

Application for an official extract from the 1939 National Identity Register

R-qu“n m information from the Register may only be made in writing. Completed applications should be sent o the
ckiress 1ogether with payment and a copy of the death certificate (# required).
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Printer-friendly version _ Atcessibiity  Site b

\\(/ National Search our w
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= == scotlan preserving the past | Recording the present | Informing the future
Registration Statistics & Data Research ord Keeping About Us

Home » Beseach » AesswchGuges - HesWChGuGesAZ > Census Records

Research Guides A-  Census Records

Z We held records of the census of the population of Scotland for 1841 and every tenth year
Adoption Records thereafter (with the exception of the wartime year of 1941 when no census was taken) and of
the sample census of 1966. Census records are closed for 100 years under the E

8ith, Death and Marriage
Records

n (Scotland) Ac

The Scottish census has been the
responsibility of the Registrar
General for Scotland since 1861

Buildings
Burgh Records
Canal Records

This is a photograph of 1921
[~ s Office staff. James
Craufurd Dunlop, Registrar General,
is seated in the middle of the first
row.

Catholic Parish Registers

Census Records
1841 Census.
1851 Census .

Click on the image to view it full

nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/census-records
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

S R p— |

Puthcations  Expertielp  Tooks  Projects  Contors 8 infatives

£ American Ancestors.

Search  Events Join/Renew Give L

| Trackog Scottish Ancestry 2026

Tracing Scottish Ancestry 2026

JOIN THE BROADCASTS

AmericanAncestors.org/tracing-scottish-ancestry-2026

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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