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Voice of
Kyle Hurst
Senior Genealogist

Land Records

5
Land transfers
Acquisition Disposition
e Grant e Assignment
* Deed * Deed
* Quitclaim * Quitclaim
* Will - inheritance * Will - bequeathment
* Division/partition * Division/partition
* Escheatment
6
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Jurisdiction Levels
l R
Crown/
« Nation to person(s)
Federal
L J
« Colony/state to person(s) N
COIOnY/ « Town to person(s)
State « Colony/state to proprietor(s) to
person(s) J
J
Cou nty « Person(s) to person(s)
J

Where do we find
info on locations?

[APPENDIX TO CHAPTER VIL]

LIST OF SETTLERS IN FAYETTE
GREENE, WASHINGTON & WESTMORELAND COUNTIES,
IN 1772

Mmfl Maps, atlases, gazetteers

COPIED FROX THE OFFICIAL ASSE

ROLLS OF BEDTORD COUN-

Websites

@ Local histories

The Monongahela of Old,
or; Historical Sketches of
South-western Pennsylvania
to the Year 1800(1910)

w' Sociological studies

“Home of the Pioneer”” History of the Early Settlement
and Indian Wars of Western Virginia (1851)

Interactive Map of Pennsylvania County Formation History

04 idbug Company)

Pay  stop  cprw  nextd
1776
Yapriscoeses 4 MonsngsisVA
OtV e et Ayt Ot
crestes WestnouelsrdCT)
o part o Lichikd i Pereigearis e
1762
< Perrugtreria swarded Lradchonin nartresst
oty conss 786 bocause o st
y overlac les], WaslmosandT) shoested

MapofUS.org
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Level 1
National

United States of America

v

1763: End of
French &
Indian War

1783:
American
independence

v

v

1803:
Louisiana
Purchase

> 1821: Mexican
independence

Smaller Colonies

Dutch
Colonization
1614-1664

Swedish
Colonization
16381655

Russian
Colonization
1784-1867

Tmages from FamilySearch.org/wiki

12
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Spanish/Mexican

Spanish claims

B CANADA

* Florida(s)
— 1500s-1763
— 1783-1821

* Louisiana
Territory
— 1762-1800
* Southwest
— 1500s-1821
e Puerto Rico
— 1493-1898

14

Colonization Efforts

* Goal to expand Catholicism
— Sent Catholic priests and established missionaries
— Recruited Catholic populations like the Irish

 Attracted persecuted peoples
— Scotch-Irish
— Loyalists

* Generally, established by headright grants or land grants:
— Pay own passage
— Maintain property or provide a service to crown: military
service, building/managing grist mills, raising cattle, etc.

15

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 5



Class 1: Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records 5/12/2026

Louisiana Territory
-Grants like headrights

Floridas

-Headright grants
-Memorials

New Mexico Territory

-Pueblo grants
-Presidio grants

Texas & California

U.S. Private Land Claims

16

Where do you find records?

* Archivo General de Indias (Archives of the Indies)

* Florida State Archives- Spanish Land Grant Archives/Files

* Louisiana Historical Center

* New Orleans City Archives

*  Orleans Parish Notarial Archives : =

*  FamilySearch

* Many more, see handout

17

Mexican claims

1821 - Independence from Spain

Provinces:

— West = California (and AZ)

— North = New Mexico (and NV, CO, UT)
— East = Texas (and OK, KS, WY)

1835-1845 — Republic of Texas
1848 - Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
1854 — Gadsden Purchase

18
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California

-Ranchos
-Pueblos
-Presidios

Texas

-Headright/empresario
grants

-By petition

U.S. Private Land Claims

I
19

French claims
* Louisiana Territory \‘\ ‘ i 7 “\\:,\

— 1699-1762
— 1800-1803
¢ Canada (included Midwest
states, parts of NY and PA)
— 1535-1763

21
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Colonization Efforts

* Goal to expand fur and mineral trade.
— Established trading posts
— Voyageurs networked with and married into local tribes

* Brought over:
— 1717 French convicts, mostly debtors
— 1717 African and Caribbean slaves
— 1740s German and Alsace-Lorraine colonists
— 1770s-1780s Acadians

* Crown granted charters to Land Companies or
individuals:

— Seigneuries

22

Louisiana Territory

-Grants like headrights
-Ribbon farms

Canada

-Concessions

Concession de iere & Détrot par Anfoine Lamathe Cadilac, commandant pous o ol du 6ot Pond
Lhommetrou of Desrochers) (630,71000.53,D2734)

3me ms DC -+

-Seigneuries

U.S. Private Land Claims * -

|

23

Where do you find records?

 French unconcerned with organizing and preserving
records so mostly learned through Spanish claims

* Superior Council Records- land suits, inventories of
property, leases, mortgages, as well as marriage
contracts and civil suits (several repositories including
the FHL)

* Notarial Records- contain a variety of records but
many Louisiana records removed by soldiers during
Civil War

* See handout for specifics

24
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British claims

¢ Area east of
Appalachian
Mountains
— 1607-1783
¢ Area east of the
Mississippi River
(not New Orleans)
— 1763-1783
« East and West Florida
— 1763-1783 ‘
* Oregon Country MEXTEH \
— 1778/1818-1846 : \

Pilhc, TR\ L

26

Colonization Efforts
* Reasons: riiﬂiT
— Make money - = 4

— Compete with other
European powers

— Religious freedom

* Recruited:
— Middle-class
— Convicts and slaves

— Immigrants from other /
countries | etttnan \ J

27
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Legal Process

Charter
Crown Council
(Land Company)

Colonial Grant Groups of

Individual Grants

(Settlers)

(General Court or Indir
Governor) (Proprietors)

Individuals

(Service to Crown)

i :
sk

i R T
i e S

ST, w»u n... m_u,‘.’m.."’“s_“‘" u.""n_. |

k Eredediay el
g -
ﬁ:m S S LR,

29

GRIGIN: London
MIGRATION: 1650

FIRST RESIDENCE: Boston

REMGVES: Scituate 1635, England 1645, Barbados 1648

RETURN TRIPS. Returned to England in fall 1630 on the Lyen, and
back to New England 1685 on Bleving; vesurned o England on the

77},
CHURCH MEMERRIG S ik mss “Mris. Anga. Vassail the wife of

blun‘ e chies i and, Jodch, Franc, obe,
{RGhR 80]. *Mr. Vassel joined" Scicuate church on 28 November 1636
[NEHGR 9:280].

FREEMAN: Took the oath of allegiance to the king, | February 16389
[PCR 1110, 8:182).

EDUCATION: He made his mark 1o his will, but be signed
lulﬂmhm-n-lhﬂl[l\m inwall 30, 71, 218). Vassall's surveying

OFF| Assistant, | husetts Bay Company, 23 nm uum
1 u., xem 13 M., 1629, 20 October 1629 [MBCR 1

Committee 10 ider division of lands, 5 March 1 MIGI l 30]
| Commiteee blulve orders, 21 May 1620 [MBCR 1:44). Asbiter, 19
| September 1620 [MBCR 1:51). Present at a court of assistants on.
| Arbella, 23 March 1 629(/30] (MBCR 1 70).

Deputy, 27 September 1642 [PCR 2:46). Council of War, 27 Septem.
ber 1642 (PCR 2:47). In Situate section of 1643 Plymouth Colony list 4t a Court of .'?suu(cml( held at New Plymouth, the third |of De-
men able t0 bear arms [PCR 8:191]. i lans 4F o Brolpte Lo
ESTATE: On 15 December 1629 "Cape. Waller and Mr. Vassall were comiry tn. the zhi* Years of the Ralgm of o Sirolppe Lond,
content 10 give the firsc £50 to the plantation, 50 as their other £30 Charies, by the Grace of God of England, Scotland, |France,
nunhnoﬂu-hhwwnw-ml'mwllﬁ ) & Ireland King, Defendor of the Fayth, §c.

n p listed "Mr. Vassell's” first among the houses built in
.'Knm in 1636 [NEHGR 10:42).

Brrosx Thom. Prince, gent., Goll, John Alden,
W= Bradford, John Atwood, &
Ed: Winslow, Tohn Browne,

Geat,, Assistantt of the ot golim™.

General Court grants land

NE hundred & fifty screes of land¢ are graonted vto M- Vassell,
puided he take the oath of fidelitic, &2.

30
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Oisputed between Massscrusents and
Cacry of New Brusunci (UK)

New
Disputed betwoen Homwest Temiary
 and Ruperts Land (UK) Hampshire

Connecticut
New Jersey

West Florida
(Spain)

States and Territories of the United étates of America)
August 7 1789 to May 26 1790¢

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA *
>

Red River Basin Cededb; Cededby [/ A
_ceded b GratErn Gresxhts ts

Great Britain, 1818 284 2
7 v (

Louisiana Purchase
from France, 1803

—n

o
B ctanic
y
! Ocean

i 2
“Westery boundary
ofy@zul 13 colonies
e

ey { y

Pacific '\ 4

“Texas annexed by

Ocean US., 1845

Gadsden Purchase
- from Mexico,
g X s
O\ "5\‘37 Ceded  Occupicd Occupied .
) : bySp.';(m, byUS.,  byUS,
3 819

1819 1813

MEXICO
$ o ki N ( Gulf of Mexico
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Government Land Programs

Donation lands and cash or credit sales

Homestead grants

Grants to states

.

Grants to railroads and others

Military bounty lands

Private land claims

34

Cash and Credit

Land Ordinance of 1785

— Survey Northwest Territory

Land Law of 1796

— Cash-entry requirements established

Land Law of 1800

— Credit allowances established

Land Law of 1820
— Credit abolished and cash payment required

Pre-emption Act of 1830
— Preemption rights for up to 160 acres at $1.25 each

35

Federal: Public Land

* Land surveyed then granted in lots by federal land

offices; “survey before settlement” policy

* Rectangular system

* 30 states

* 3 objectives:

— Raise revenues ConaREESBUAL TSP RECTANGUL Sumiey o

— Compensate soldiers

— Encourage westward migration

36
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Land Acquisition Process

« Through land office
« Payment or auction

« Cash
« Arrangements for credit

« Authorization to survey by approved surveyor
« To ensure uniformity

I « Recorded in land office township plat books
« Recorded in tract book by registrar

« Necessary proofs/testimonies

« Most genealogically useful

« Proof of patent approval
« Redeemable for patent

« Official title, first sale
« Completion of land acquisition process.

) J J L J L J L _J L

37

Z7 F
& THE UNTTED STATDS OF AMERICA |

™47 50 all o whom these Presents shall come,
WER A Aithaniel Fonniatyof Mushoigm ooty s

U5, DEPARTHENT OF THE INTERIOR)

LT T LT, R T I A N e e

i ety Tt
s

e Y77 s e

O -

e ensimony wweeeae, v, (i fon v

Pl & an,

glorecords.blm.gov/search/

w17 CoL
| XY 8 30 Mar 1647, m Ealnabes 3T
| €, Ove. T. All Joha 8. Mund, Thecpha
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Acquiring lands from
Native American Nations

Donations/Sales to colonial representatives
— Beginning 1633

— Need to clear title

— Right of Occupancy until 1682

e Treaties

— Colonists assumed Natives recognized crown owned

— Established perpetual reservations

40

il
ot G 5t
> P of 7o
(o o (0 G

TLANTIC
OCEAN

United States

Westward

Expansion
<. 17801840

Native land cessions

42
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Distributing lands to
Native Americans

» Allotment
— Provided for displaced individuals
— 1830s-1934

— Plats, allotment schedules, tract books
— Bureau of Indian Affairs

* Scrip
— Select public lands in designated areas

— Issued through Congressional acts so at NARA
— Power of attorney, scrip certificates, testimonies,

assignments

43

APPLICATION FOR

Allotments

44

QUESTIONS?
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Level 2
Local distribution

. o e
From colony to individual
T
Crown Crown Crown Crown
3 3 3 3
Colony Colony (Colony) Colony
¥ 3 3 ¥
Town/Proprietors Proprietor(s)
Federal
government
Individual Individual Individual Individual
47
State-land States

* Colony/state controlled land grants/patents — not the
federal government

Federal Land States vs. State Land States

e 20 states

* Metes-and-bounds system

* Held at state archives

-
P Alaska

o™
%»—.mu /.~V ;}a Hawaii
=9 N
Uhtag Compass

Usling Landmarks

Metes-and-Bounds Survey Method

48
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Colony/State
Government

Land Grant Process

« Through land office/county recorder
« Describes conditions

« Authorization to survey
» Accept previous survey

« Recorded in land office

o Description and neighbors

« Official title, first sale

« Completion of land acquisition process

DEECK

50

ssorse X e Dpeidins A
- e

oo F A d D) SRakdD) G e
0 s o

! Comonwelth of Pennfjhcnia

e
| e G

g P ST
15 %‘;iu/"%ﬂ;mﬂﬂ

State land R, SV L
process

&‘ P— A

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/phmc/pa-state-archives/research-online/

research-guides/land-records-overview

51
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- -~)«:, . [
P
/-f.
o = ———
e e
R T
v s ey Y=y, i
State land B e e
process 5. Patent
(continued) :m%%‘;&?

pa.gov/agencies/phmc/pa-state-
archives/research-online/research-
guides/land-records-overview

52

ArchivesIndex.sc.gov

Headrights

* To encourage settlement

* Gave set amount of acres to each person and those
transporting them

* Where:
— Virginia and Georgia
— Maryland and Carolinas briefly
— Floridas
— Texas

54
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Patunt Book No. 1—Par LI, 121
ve, Katherine Shore, Jonas Shore,
Riffard Cooks

Richar

Willism Wood, Barnaby Richeson,
Miles Cooke, William Rider, Edward
Evans, Willizm Ridley, John' Benner,
Richard Childs, William Barker, Robert
‘o5 Phelps, Charles White.

GEORGE READ, Gent, 2,000 .
16480

G ,
2 Nov. ’m the S. side of
Peanketanke and W side of Chiskyake
w b mouth, Due foc

G

e of s 7
© Mariau)  Nightingale, Owen Hughs, John Paryin,
ce,

. Ni

icholas Martisn
1651.

are’ assigned by Mr. Read to Bdmd,
Kemp & are to make good a patent of
500 acres granted 1o him the” 15th of

; Oct. 1650 Test: R, Hub

5/12/2026

55

Colony/State Land Records

— Include:

« Patents/ grants, surveys, warrants, applications
« Bounty land

—  Where to look:

« Held by State Archives
« Microfilmed/digitized by FamilySearch

56

Unique Cases

e Texas
— 1836-1842 headrights
— General Land Office of Texas

* Hawaii

— Use distributed by royal families
— 1848 Royal Land Commission to distribute titles

57
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58

Process in New England

N
General
Charter >
Court
Town/
d  Individual
Proprietors

60
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Town Land Records

— Colony to town to person(s)

* Or person(s) to person(s) recorded by town

— Include:

« Deeds
« Mortgages
« Distribution lists

——  Where to look:

« Town meeting records; often published and/or
filmed/digitzed
« Town Clerk

61

Jasutcs, Loxa Istaxp 195 Page 4
March the 11th Anno 1661

Signed sl and dfvered Towne Meeting called voted coneluded and agreed
in the prese e .m are propritors belon
Heoent To
the X mark
of CaLER Wrtcur s
Thoas Wens Clerk Clerck

Page 2}

June the 10th Anno 1681

These presents may sertefy any one whome it may

osses and injoye it for
theire owne without molestat

cnowne to themselvs did alter thelre first agrement
with mutueall consent and doe now this day and date
above written fully and frec]

Famiy Tree  Searcfill e Indexing

aforesaid to be rend:
Samuell Davis,
that is upon any other acounts but what is mentioned
in the agrement betwene them November the third
1680 to be remitted and past by on both sides. And this
to be a finall end of all deferenses and claimes of Land
by the saide Samuell Davis before the third of November

i Tn confermation of the prem
y jate above written set to our hands.
Agreede upon and subscribed before us.

Erus Doventy Fuix X Davis
Natnaxier, Dextox his marke
SAMUELL X Davis
his marke

Land transaction in town records

62

G
{Familysearch Family Tree  Search Memories  Indexing

FamilyTree  Genealogies | Catalog  Books Wik

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog

Refine your search - & PRINT [B) Catalog Print List (0)
Search by: Part of nited States, Vermont, Windharn
Place o

United states,

Cemeteries

2 United States,
o Crand g {/fpz/w /mm uniteg states
\,_‘f/".,‘ f,,. ,‘ ra ;nr-n_M or
£ Wi Jeo:
A rmuct Hafnge m s G flerigs, United States, v
fiiele r;.y[f (41 /‘.“(7
Vediar  Wettass, ¢ ,,m,,,,/A
Sy LG
rew (pam) Vo1, [34lwnre, o
M nﬁm,.{/r.‘n-“u«aw&J%J;‘!m. Trmar:
T ﬂ/w."rf!u .w? Varnsnor
gt [ Fmatewrthey ALl
.m.JffAm b A e o
.-f./msﬁ ore, Lomoe! o tas United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingharm - Publi ¢
soper . H aprid: by Af Lﬁ,...,;fz.. Hosieh, United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Town records ( 1)

n, 2 e uFres foa Deocdg bas, /-
ik Tt . .

. Rockingham - History - Perfodicals (1)
United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Land and property ( 2 )

Land records, 1761-1919; index to land records v. 1-23, 177-1861
Author:  Rockingham (v

ront). Town Clerk

Proprietor’s records, 1752-176;

Author:  Rockingham (Verr

proprietor’s Clerk

and government

. 7 X Land records, 1761-1515; index to lsnd records v. 1-23, 1775-1881
..u..;.,ln.a aagset. Warran 1 Gochriiioms, Soom” Aot [Ragingher Semorilwn Gl
rdaes Dbediak Feehkervere y Jepalhantnis ! United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Vital records

mﬂ‘r{-/ﬁyﬂ'l umaj Aro

e hHeatons, Sf?,.ﬁ e ‘a o
ar Lo o SR ACRBORTY. s Larrsirssf Rttt #5
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T A
e

£ Gl e £9EL e
Setsrro Ao
v;/; wifhon Slaprio

al e ag,ﬁ‘,/,;, s /-. ,/

< o fda et
Jﬁ- Do D K ey 1358
Bhoch Sy

Rockingham, Vermont D

64

Proprietors

Proprietors
* What they did:

— Purchased property from the government
— Sold/leased/rented land to individuals

* What they owned/represented:
— Grant/patent
— Manors
— Land companies

* How recorded:
— Sales through the county
— Personal/corporate records

66
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67

‘Western New York Land Transactions, 1825-1835
. -

NAME SURNAME DATE __LOT 8 T R D REF-PAGE

Alanson Herriman 10Fa29 50 000610 D 507-0098

Darli: Conzo 12Fe29 42 000610 D 507-0098
Ashbel watrous 18Fe29 31 000610 D 507-0098
Manus Griswold 20Fe29 4§ 000610 D S07-0098
Sath el A aspeis w SanTasan

ot s v P

Private proprietor records

e ey
gl e g P Y
w.,,f/ 5y ,f:

Sy nnin, s
xwwbn%wﬂm»ﬁ s

o “*&,"* N““;.zé.,,

,Mw-«h%, Mﬁ,t&g.mw'uébg "-“"e -‘.;un,f;ﬂ

41}-/ ris of o miar b Lt vl

afosd y, 12m=.) »,4-.--!&-« " o

et oy e ek Afu Arief S g ......m.

mn;w‘: 2683, - ‘lpe\pr(/r h{fuwA Tk, E x..:mew
wé

Proprietor sale

69
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Records for Non-owners

e Lease ¢ Account books

* Rent books/rolls * Receipts

* Day books * Promissory notes

* Surveys  Taxes

70

71

Proprietor Records

— Include:

« Sale/reversion records
» Lease documents

—  Where to look:

« Corporate/personal holdings
« Manuscript collections of the landlord

« Deed books - county, colony, or state

72
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Level 3
County

County Land Records

F Person(s) to person(s) —‘

Include:

« Deeds/Conveyances books

« Mortgages books (beginning in 1753)

Where to look:

« Held by county clerKs office
« Microfilmed/digitized by FamilySearch

74

Ilinois Land and Property

sz //I;i{/ Jta vled
£ American Ancestors.

A NaTioNaL CexTe vox Fauny HisToxy, Hixmace & Cuvrves

Online Resources

Getting Started with Land Records
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-

v

: @ Up Next
- [

E [> Class 2: Using Land Deeds

e

- > Class 3: Bounty Land

R

= > Class 4: Homesteaders

- |

- > Class 5: Using Land Records to

-

= Break Down Brick Walls

- ®

- {

- t

e t

s

- ‘

- |

- |

- 1

~
[e)]

QUESTIONS?

Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

a genealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ HANNE

78
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