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Land Records
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Land transfers

Acquisition

* Grant

* Deed

e Quitclaim

e Will - inheritance

* Division/partition
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Disposition

Assignment

Deed

Quitclaim

Will - bequeathment
Division/partition

Escheatment
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Jurisdiction Levels

l )
Crown/
 Nation to person(s)
Federal
I J
|« Colony/state to person(s) N
COIOny/ « Town to person(s)
State  Colony/state to proprietor(s) to
( person(s) )
l )
Cou nty e Person(s) to person(s)
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Where do we find
info on locations?

[APPENDIX TO CHAPTER ViI]

LIST OF SETTLERS IN FAYETTE

mv Maps, atlases) gazetteers ! AND IN CONTIGUOUS PARTS OF

GREENE, WASHINGTON & WESTMORELAND COUNTIES,
IN 1772:

COPIED FROM THE OFFICIAL ASSESSMENT ROLLS OF BEDFORD COUN-
TY FOR 1773

. In 1772, and until the erection of Westmoreland in 1773, Bedford county
@ Web Sltes embraced all of South-western Pennsylvania. .
All of what is now Fayette county, east of a straight Iine from the mouth
e — of Redstone to the mouth of Jacob's creek, composed two townships, Spring-
hill and Tyrone, between which the division line was Hedstone creek, from its
mouth to where it was crossed by Burd's Road, thence Burd's Road to Gist's,
thence Braddock's Road to the Great Crossings., ‘That part of Fayette which
is west (or north-west) of the line from the mouth of Redstone to the mouth
of Jacob's creek, was included in Rostraver township; which then embraced all
of the “Forks of Yough" to the junction,
All of Greene and of Washington counties, which were then supposed to be
within the limits of Pennsylvania, and lying west of Fayette, seem to have
been included in Springhill.

LO Cal histories We gzive the entire lists for Springhill, Tyrone and Rostraver.(a)

BPRINGHILL TOWNSHIP.

Samuel Adams,
‘aft, Robert Adams,

George Boydston,

The Monongahela of Old,
or, Historical Sketches of
South-western Pennsylvania
to the Year 1800 (1910)

/ﬁﬁ‘/‘ Sociological studies

“Home of the Pioneer;,” History of the Early Settlement :
and Indijan Wars of Western Virginia (1851) - % b
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Interactive Map of Pennsylvania County Formation History

(Pennsylvania maps made with the use AniMap Plus 3.0 & with the Permission of the Goldbug Company)

play stop <prev next>

1776
Virgirea creates Yohogania(Va), MonongahalVa),
Oheo(VA) from West Augusta Distnct.
Connecticut creates Westmoreland(CT)

from part of Litchfield n Pernsylvania area.

1782

Pennsylvania awarded jurisdiction in northeast
[not fully consolidated until 1786 because of strife
over land titles). Westmoreland(CT) eliminated.

Was

MapofUS.org
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Level 1

National
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United States of America
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1763: End of
French &
Indian War

1783:
American
independence

1803:
Louisiana
Purchase

1821: Mexican
independence
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Smaller Colonies

Dutch
Colonization
1614-1664

Swedish
Colonization
1638-1655

Images from FamilySearch.org/wiki
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Russian
Colonization
1784-1867
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Spanish/Mexican
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Florida(s)
— 1500s-1763
— 1783-1821

Louisiana
Territory

— 1762-1800
Southwest

— 1500s-1821
Puerto Rico

— 1493-1898
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Spanish claims

?? CANADA
3

SOUTH
DAKOTA

WY OMING

[OWA
NEBRASKA

- Denver
COLEORADO

5t. Lowuis™

KANSAS MISSOUR

OKLAHOMA

NEW
MEXICO

MEXICO

bt
“\L‘\.
" )




Class 1: Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records

Colonization Efforts

* Goal to expand Catholicism
— Sent Catholic priests and established missionaries
— Recruited Catholic populations like the Irish

 Attracted persecuted peoples
— Scotch-Irish
— Loyalists

* Generally, established by headright grants or land grants:
— Pay own passage
— Maintain property or provide a service to crown: military
service, building/managing grist mills, raising cattle, etc.
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Where do you find records?

e Archivo General de Indias (Archives of the Indies)
* Florida State Archives- Spanish Land Grant Archives/Files

* Louisiana Historical Center

* New Orleans City Archives

Archivo General de Indias

Portada  Presentacién  Servicos  Fondos Bblcteca  E: yActiidaces  Recumos  Vistos

Presentacion

El Archivo General de Indias fundamentalmente custoda los 2 producsd
o8 territor MAMInGs espanches.

 FamilySearch o

. pocuments™

we of the o
taloge United States

Nescripfive €2
Peseriplive e 5
atin o the Histor of the
relating Y

* Many more, see handout s P

de Cuba
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MexXxican claims

* 1821 - Independence from Spain

* Provinces:
— West = California (and AZ)
— North = New Mexico (and NV, CO, UT)
— East = Texas (and OK, KS, WY)

* 1835-1845 - Republic of Texas
* 1848 - Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
* 1854 - Gadsden Purchase
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California, U.S., Spanish Land Records, 1784-1868

English Translations > Vol 6, Page 266 - Vol 8, Page 309
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French clalms
* Louisiana Territory \, |
1699-1762 ]
1800-1803 - Ey
e (Canada (included Midwest 5
states, parts of NY and PA) ~ © .\
1535-1763

| NORTH. |
| DAKOTA_ | p
NI_]?I\IE'S(_]_TA ~

SOUTH
DAKOTA

| NERRASKA |

| >,
KANSAS MISSOURTI,

= British
Colonies
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Colonization Efforts

* Goal to expand fur and mineral trade.
— Established trading posts
— Voyageurs networked with and married into local tribes

* Brought over:
— 1717 French convicts, mostly debtors
— 1717 African and Caribbean slaves

— 1740s German and Alsace-Lorraine colonists
— 1770s-1780s Acadians

* Crown granted charters to Land Companies or
individuals:

— Seigneuries

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Louisiana Territory
-Grants like headrights
-Ribbon farms

Canada

-Concessions

-Seigneuries

U.S. Private Land Claims
|
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Where do you find records?

* French unconcerned with organizing and preserving
records so mostly learned through Spanish claims

* Superior Council Records- land suits, inventories of
property, leases, mortgages, as well as marriage
contracts and civil suits (several repositories including

the FHL)

* Notarial Records- contain a variety of records but
many Louisiana records removed by soldiers during

Civil War

* See handout for specifics
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Colonization Efforts

e Reasons:
— Make money

— Compete with other
European powers

— Religious freedom

e Recruited:
— Middle-class
— Convicts and slaves

— Immigrants from other
countries

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Legal Process

Council

Charter

(Land Company)

Colonial Grant Groups of

(General Court or Individuals
Governor) (Proprietors)

Individuals

(Service to Crown)
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WILLIAM VASSALL

ORIGIN: lLondon

MIGRATION: 1630

FIRST RESIDENCE: Boston

REMOVES: Scituate 1635, England 1646, Barbados 1648

RETURN TRIPS: Returned to England in fall 1630 on the Lyon, and
back to New England 1635 on Blessing; returned to England on the

Supply

OCCUPATION: Merchant [Aspinwall 177].

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: About 1635 "Mris. Anna Vassail the wife of
Mr. William Wassaile ([was admitted to Roxbury church). Her husband
brought five children to this land, Judith, Francis, John, Margret, Mary"
[RChR 80). "Mr. Vassel joined" Scituate church on 28 November 1636
[NEHGR 9:280).

FREEMAN: Took the oath of allegiance to the king, 1 February 1638/9
[PCR 1:110, 8:182].

EDUCATION: He made his mark to his will, but he signed his name
numerous times as a witness [Aspinwall 30, 71, 218). Vassall's surveying
instruments were frequently used in Plymouth Colony [PCR 2:52).
OFFICES: Assistant, Massachusetts Bay Company, 23 March 1628(/9],
11 May 1629, 18 May 1629, 20 October 1629 [MBCR 1:37, 39, 40, 60].
Committee to consider division of lands, 5 March 1628/9 [MBCR 1:30).
Committee to resolve orders, 21 May 1629 [MBCR 1:44]. Arbiter, 19
September 1629 [MBCR 1:51]. Present at a court of assistants on the
Arbella, 28 March 1629(/30] [MBCR 1:70].

Deputy, 27 September 1642 [PCR 2:46]. Council of War, 27 Septem-
ber 1642 (PCR 2:47). In Scituate section of 1643 Plymouth Colony list
of men able to bear arms [PCR 8:191).

ESTATE: On 15 December 1629 "Capt. Waller and Mr. Vassall were
content to give the first £50 to the plantation, so as their other £50
might go on wholly to this new stock” [MBCR 1:67].

Rev. John Lothrop listed "Mr. Vassell's” first among the houses built in

Scituate in 1636 [NEHGR 10:42).

General Court grants land
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Federal

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 1: Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records

Disputed between Massachusetts and

Colony of New Brunswick (UK)
Rupert's Land
i N
(United Kingdom) Disputed between Northwest Territory Ham;;;ﬂre
and Rupert's Land (UK)

? Vermont

Comadiat  Republic
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Triangle ‘
g\-

Island
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r
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A Atlantic
Ocean

oundary
al 13 colonies,

Pacific

Ocean
7~ Ceded  Occupied Occupied
4 by Spain, byUS., byUS.,
: \ 1819 1819 1813
300 mi
; I Gulf of Mexico

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 33



Class 1: Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records

Government Land Programs

* Donation lands and cash or credit sales
* Homestead grants

e Grants to states

* Grants to railroads and others
 Military bounty lands

* Private land claims
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Cash and Credit

* Land Ordinance of 1785
— Survey Northwest Territory

e Land Law of 1796

— Cash-entry requirements established

e Land Law of 1800
— Credit allowances established

* Land Law of 1820
— Credit abolished and cash payment required

* Pre-emption Act of 1830
— Preemption rights for up to 160 acres at $1.25 each
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Federal: Public Land

* Land surveyed then granted in lots by federal land
offices; “survey before settlement” policy

* Rectangular system

* 30 states

* 3 objectives:

— Raise revenues

— Compensate soldiers

— Encourage westward migration

14| NORTHEAST

F=r QUARTER

> SE 114 (NE 114)

! > | N g
14

M 102 SW 114 ﬁf,_SFT &

oF &

Lot 1 SOUTH &

wrest quarter Lot 2 [EAST 4

1. Range 3 West ) Lake QTR
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Land Acquisition Process

« Through land office .
« Payment or auction )
I ~
« Cash
o Arrangements for credit )
« Authorization to survey by approved surveyor |
« To ensure uniformity )
« Recorded in land office township plat books |
« Recorded in tract book by registrar )
« Necessary proofs/testimonies |
» Most genealogically useful )
« Proof of patent approval |
» Redeemable for patent )
« Official title, first sale |
« Completion of land acquisition process )
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Family Tree

ords  Images Family Tree

Im # 007051558 w»

age of 1014 ©

Search

Memories Indexing Activities

nealogies Catalog Books

OREGON DONATION LAND CLAIM APPLICATIONS
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Acquiring lands from
Native American Nations

* Donations/Sales to colonial representatives
— Beginning 1633
— Need to clear title
— Right of Occupancy until 1682

* Treaties
— Colonists assumed Natives recognized crown owned

— Established perpetual reservations
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Distributing lands to

Native Americans
e Allotment
— Provided for displaced individuals
— 1830s-1934
— Plats, allotment schedules, tract books
— Bureau of Indian Affairs

* Scrip
— Select public lands in designated areas
— Issued through Congressional acts so at NARA

— Power of attorney, scrip certificates, testimonies,
assignments
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Oklahoma and Indian Territory, U.S., Land Allotment Jackets for Five Civilized Tribes, 1884-1934

Creek » CreekbyBlood » 00001-00125

Commission to the Five Civilized, Tribes.

APPLICATION FOR ALLOTMENT.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES,

MuskoGEE Laxp OFFICE. CREEK NATION. MUSKOGEE LAND OFFICE.

Muskoces, L. T., MF/ R S e

I, dhaliliend Wuaas do bereby fmake application to have sct apart to me,
In THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF. \/ %/éls’- p/i(—c.q.-f_nr_ -t | 8
4/ and to those whom I lawfully represent, lads selected by me, as follows:a
to take an allotment of land in the Creek Nation for Cile g2t
accompanied by a certificate showing that the said At e 06@{-«—-1-9---1--1__ A ¢ | IR T T s ’u};; b s e L7 ) HE
‘ ey = x 4 W NS [V [
has been 11?1 for :nmllmenl as :}f!tuzn of the said Nation. 7 <
//z’d/ ozt t bmug first duly sworn, testifies as follows : en ot : g : Y
& ¥ (e | Wk LM e 7 | 1c ] ¥ 63
Q. What is your name ? A. \/-GC A ALt T B T e Y o YRR DIRSPRL T 4 [14 | 8 |4eb
Q. What is your postoffice address? A. =, ){/;—M L= 14 l/ et/ MWariare? Dariad o / 2 Ve, - 3 |4 8 |4é44 08
Q. For whom ¢g you make application for allotment ? A. A A -C_. €/2 Kervibonn "D vi s Br 4 ERE Y. 5 |60
/ 7 oo d o ¢
N et i ¥ LARER 2 P Do, & 1 ¢ ] o
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.
.. 21s (/lle now living? A.% ) > :
* the Five Civilized Tribes.
Q. How do you represant this person? A, /‘-'// /j P 9(’ /)7/ ....... o s Oommission to the Fiw
SN X Muskogee Land Office, Saturday, April 1lst, 1899.
E e 3 |
Application is made for the following described land : ‘3 e
K Rail. Mo, ! Subdivision. Bec. | Twp. | Rangs. Aroa, t ' ;
: . : i el Ny I, Dbl ien vo TUPPHR DUNN, upon being sworn and examined by Acting Chairman Bixby
Via e G /( | | actually been upon [hL lands so se g
_ ez porsl3 e ‘5’ Lae #2 n ] o S as above ak\...:..a, and ,,: ,:”\ . testified as follows:
| a0 . - £
| - of the soil; that said lands are sui .
Applicatien Ne.__2Fey t What is your n Answer: Tupper Dunn,
T = T o // such lands, and will accept the sar ¢ . w %

! © Department of the Mntevior
GOMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES

Muskogee, *Indian Territory. (7, i 100 2 / \

and that no part of said lands is | Q% Where do you live? Angwer: Arbokas
Q: Are you in actual possession of the lands you want to select

for yourself and fanily? Answer: Yes sir.

Allotments

i SEAL | ’ Q: Are there any improvements on the land?
o’ s y - this
ol 4 il £ \ / <« At Two pections there that have no improvements on them.
4 / - )‘. L ]
Arndedn— ¥ . Q: Vhat improvements have you on the land?
Dear- e, ; Approved and Certifioste issued 47 F401d8 and houses.
The records of this office show Ihat seleotion of ; : - S gl
.aores of land in the Creek Nation has been made for Q: Improved fielda? dnsver: Yes sir.
hereve v o . whose name sppears on ’ Q: Bow much land have you cultivated?
Srsek Crtie oLl e o A: One place I have 40 acres under cultivationm and ancther 20

It sppesrs that in order Lo complete this allobment
an nearly as practicable to 160 acres, an additional select -
ton of land should be made.

You are therefore potified that 30 days from date
hereof will be allowed you in whiock to appear st the offlce
of the Coamlission in Muskoges, Indiam Territory, and desig-
nate the landes desired to complets the allotment mentiomed.

If at the expiration of sald 30 days you have failed
to w0 appear for the purpose of making selection the Commis~-
#lon will allot the necessary amount of land for the com-
pletion of sald sllotment.

Yours respeatfully,

Chairman.
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acres, and the place vhere I live has seven acres.
Q: Any body else claim any of these lands? Answer: No sir,
Q: Do you live on the land? Answer: Yes air.
Q: Have you the land Tenced?
A: T haven't it all fenced. Have forty acres ferced in one and
twenty #n another, and seven in another, and a house on another.
Q: Are these lands suitable for a home for yourself and family?
: Yes sir.
i Are you selecting these lands in good faith for yourself and
family?

A: Yan nir.

a4
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QUESTIONS?
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Level 2

Local distribution
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From colony to individual

Crown Crown Crown Crown
¥ \ 4 \ 4 \ 4
Colony Colony (Colony) Colony

$ $ $ $

Town/Proprietors Proprietor(s)
¥
Federal
government
Individual Individual Individual Individual
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Federal Land States vs. State Land States

7

e

Mectes-and-Bounds Survey Method

Using Landmarks Using Compass
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Colony/State

Government
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Land Grant Process

o Through land office/county recorder

e Describes conditions

o Authorization to survey

e Accept previous survey

e Recorded in land office
o Description and neighbors

o Official title, first sale
« Completion of land acquisition process

U W L
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1. Application
B ) D. S','. 189

pril 3 226 John Fisher 300 Near and above Michael Weylan on the B 2584 }BW),M
100ans.Retd 6th ApPl.1797 to c.64 249 Co!

Michasl Pisher West Branch of Susquehanna near Chickelamis X 169 Proms
.IX 170 Aessy 75
B 100 Retd 6th Apl.1797 to 01d Town . c.ss s2 et Gt :
Henry Fisher. ‘ Urrarr Co, i
99a.90p Retd 12 Apl 1800 to |
s Powell Pisher . :
4 i T v W ~ :
i // ;{ » / % !,/Jﬁ precen K aboere ///’uﬁaz&%/ab o 4«0 4{,’/‘”
Ve M e . JA-V — £
? f/ , ’” ﬂ/c o ; / tf;lzp(/tlfawza Prean ﬁé{/ (&/////./,,/) ‘4,,/ g
K 340 ‘ —
} /vv/ . ! - i y
i ZZ/ ?’/Aé/ ﬁz/ﬁmff 0N | aboe £3il adgior s ] 204 5 ) TRid ) Giltnss
' ' g 2. Warrant

\ in teof:nOlﬂunnAp ‘
. 3’;2:::‘;{;?2101‘144 mﬁzmg memmu/wwﬁ
b Atuads v IHle S i ,ﬂm,w%/ﬂ___u

in the County of & Lithnontond am Tlperens the Gid o/k/ﬁv?d}&f/ @ 2t WM 247

State land - i ; %M/’:’WZ/WA%&{& %ﬁﬂéﬂ’aﬁ/ﬂMﬂd %Mﬁ 7270%%7

And the faid ‘%‘d/ }\ ‘Thath paid the fe money at the rate of Five Pounds
3 f Sterling per hundred acres, with the intercft thereon due, agmaﬁe toan A& & Affembly, pafied the ninth day of
d April, 1781, entitled, “ An Aa eﬁabl;ﬂung aI.aad-OEiu:, &c. and a Supplement thereto, paffed the twenty-fifth
] 14 heref authorife and requueyouhumepuheﬁadSurvqmm your
LWNO %; Land-Office, in order for confirmation, by
Pateat to the faid o/ A1 e .J( — And for fo doing, this fhall be your warrant, = °

In Ulimefs whmorﬁ&e/ 7 M Governor oﬁhef..a
fet his hﬁw.m&u the leffer Seal of the faid Commonwealth to
of & in the year of our Eor, one dboufand

DAN!IEL BRODH E A™, Efquire, Sur veyu/-Ceneral.

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/phmc/pa-state-archives/research-online/

research-quides/land-records-overview
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3a. Survey
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Headrights

* To encourage settlement

* Gave set amount of acres to each person and those
transporting them

* Where:
— Virginia and Georgia
— Maryland and Carolinas briefly
— Floridas

— Texas
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Colony/State Land Records

%/ Include:

o Patents/grants, surveys, warrants, applications

/

« Bounty land

% Where to look:

o Held by State Archives
o Microfilmed/digitized by FamilySearch
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Process in New England

%
|
v

General

Charter

Court

Town/
Individual

Proprietors
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Town Land Records

4( Colony to town to person(s) }

e Or person(s) to person(s) recorded by town

« Mortgages

e Distribution lists

“ Where to look: }

« Town meeting records; often published and/or
filmed/digitzed

e Town Clerk
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Jamaica, Lone IsLaxp 195
Signed sealed and delivered
in the presens of

Hexry TowxNsEXD senior
the X mark

of CaLeB WriGHT

Tromas Wess Clerk

This is a true coppy taken

out of the originall by

Mee Narnaxierr DeExtox
Clerck

Page 24
June the 10th Anno 1681
These presents may sertefy any one whome it may
consern that Whereas there was an agreement made
betwene Fulk Davis and his sonn Samuell Davis both
of Jemaica. November ye 3d Anno 1680 conserning
som Land which the sayde Fulk Davis had formerly sould
unto the sayde Samuell Dawvis but for reasons best
cnowne to themselvs did alter theire first agrement
* with mutueall consent and doe now this day and date
above written fully and freely agree that whal ever
bils of sale was made before the third of November
aforesaid to be rendered as null and of none efect as to
Samuell Davis. And for all debts duse and demandes
that is upon any other acounts but what is mentioned
in the agrement betwene them XNovember the third
1680 to be remitted and past by on both sides. And this
to be a finall end of all deferenses and claimes of Land
by the saide Samuell Davis before the third of November
aforesaide to this day. In confermation of the premises
wee doe this day and date above written set to our hands.
Agreede upon and subseribed before us.
EvL1as Dovenry Fuik x Davis
NarraNiELL DEXTON his marke
SamuELL X Davis
his marke

Land transaction in town records

FamilySearch

ords Family Tree Genealog

i w

of 857 ©

— I.‘_.'-f
» Information
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Page 4

March the 11th Anno 1661

A Towne Dleeting called voted concluded and agreed
upon that those that are proprietors belonging to the
owld Towne Neck shall have twentie acres a Man ac-
cording to the former order g8 the rest to have fiftene
acres apeece that are not p ietors belonging to the
aforesaide neck. It is furth rdered and agreed upon
shall be layde out shall
such l’u.ed) or hasakee
present shall be throwne

be fronted upon the woods
Medows as are not mowable
in and not measured. And aj
owes doe happen shall subdu
mowing. They shall quietl;
theire owne without molestat

and Make it capable of
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‘E FamilySearch

Family Tree  Search  Memories Indexing
Records Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki
Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
Refine your search - & PRINT Catalog Print List (0)

Search by: Part of United States, Vermont, Windham

Place

[ United States, Vermont, wWind l
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United States, Vermont,
United States, Vermont,
United States, Vermont,
United States, Vermont,
United States, Vermont,
United States, Vermont,

Windham, Rockingham - Cemeteries ( 1)
Windham, Rockingham - Census - 1920 ( 1)
windham, Rockingham - Church history { 1 )
Windham, Rockingham - Church records ( 2 )
windham, Rockingham - Directories ( 1 )

Windham, Rockingham - Genealogy ( 4 )

S22l

izl f{%zrk%ﬂ%”d y United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - History ( 4 )
jﬁmﬂ i /; ¢ (?L 1%&‘“ 4 Y&, United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - History - Periodicals ( 1)
;,,UL 41_ ‘ /ﬂfg/n_,,m m,/, m /3{ / United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Land and property ( 2 )
'7.4/; ,r’

Land records, 1761-1919;
Author:

/(m @ n/mm el szqumJ/ /
‘} % 5 index to land records v. 1-23, 1779-1881
i Zﬂ [3etlsurr, Wettiey
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Rockingham (Vermont). Town Clerk

Proprietor's records, 1752-1764

Author:  Rockingham (Vermont). Proprietor's Clerk

United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Politics and gwemment 58
United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Public records ( 1 )
United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Town records (1)

Land records, 1761-1919;
Author:

index to land records v. 1-23, 1779-1881

Rockingham (Vermont). Town Clerk

United States, Vermont, Windham, Rockingham - Vital records ( 6 )

FamilySearch.org
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Proprietors
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Proprietors
* What they did:

— Purchased property from the government
— Sold/leased/rented land to individuals

* What they owned/represented:
— Grant/patent
— Manors
— Land companies

* How recorded:
— Sales through the county
— Personal/corporate records
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|—Tahle I: Major Land Transactions: Grants, Patents, and Manors

Name (Year)

Kakiat(c) Palent { L6598}

Kayaderosseras Patent (1708)

Kingsborough Patent (1753}

Kipsburgh Manor-Rhincheck
Datent {1697)

Titlle Nine Partoers (1706)

Livingston Manor {1686}

Macomb Purchase (1792)

Countles Included

Raockland

Acreage

100,00K-185,000

Daniel Honan and Michael Hawdon; both sold their land

by other patents and involved in NY/N| boundary disputes |

Notes

by 1716; estimates ol acreage vary greally; land was claimed

Fulton, Montgomery, | ca. 406,000 Authorized 1701 to Manning Hermanse and others;

Saraloga, series of revisions 1703-1708; land Onally divided and

Schenectady, Warren surveyed in 1771 after years of disputes with Mohawks
over fraudulent deed

Fulton 20,000 Sir William Johnson and Arent Stevens; Johnson settled
English, Scots, and lrish immigrants as tenants and laid out
the market town of Johnstown

Dutchess ca. 20,000 Gerrit Aertson, Hendrick Kip, and Henry Beekman Sr;
boundaries changed June 8, 1703

Dutchess 18,000-60,000 Sampson Broughton and others; boundaries ill-deflined—
18,000 acre palenl mapped as approx. 60,000; also
called Upper Nine Partners; comprises most of Town of
Northeast

Columbia ca. 160,000 Robert Livingston, Secretary of Tndian Affairs and Speaker

of the General Assembly, granted "the Lordshipp and
Mannor of Tivingston”; leased land in ca. 84-acre plots to
tenant farmers; in 1728 son Philip inherited the manor and
most of the land; by 1766 he had 266 tenants

Franklin, TTerkimer,
Jefferson, Lewis,
Ohswego, St, Lawrence

ca. 3.6 million

Massachuselts Reserve (1786)

Allegany, Cattaraugus,
Chautauqua, Frie,
Genesee, Livingston,
Monroe, Niagara,
Cmtario, Orleans,
Schuyler, Steuben,
Wayne, Wyaming,
Yales

Military Tracl—New [1782-
1791)

Military Tract—O1d (1746)

Minisink Patent (1704)

Cayuga, Cortland,
Onondaga, Oswegn,
Schuyler, Seneca,
‘lomplkins, Wayne

Clinton, Essex,
Franklin

ca. 6 million

ca, 1.5 million

Afrer 1791 NS law authorized public land sales, Alexander
Macomb made large land purchase in northern NY along
the St Lawrence River; land was later divided into smaller
tracts and sold o speculators

1786 Trealy of Hartford: MA gained the right to buy and
resell land from the Indian Wations but NYS retained
political jurisdiction—see Phelps and Gorham Purchase,
Morris Reserve, and Holland Land Company Purchase

Tounly land for Revolutionary War seldiers; Indian land
claims delayed allocation, finally distributed in 1791

ca. 640,000

Bounty land assigned in northern NY for Revolutionary
War veterans because of the delay in allocating land in the
“New Military Tract”; this land was rejected by veterans
in favor of the former—maore arable—land, and sold by
the NYS land commissioners with the usual conditions
of patents

Orange, Sullivan

200,000-300,000

Matthew Ling and others; land involved in protracted NY/
NJ boundary dispule; eslimales on acreage vary greatly;
1769 ruling in NY's favor established Hudson to Delaware
boundary with NJ

Table |: Major Land Transactions: Grants, Patents, and Manors

Name ( Year)

Morris Reserve (1791}

Morrisania Manor (1697}

Counties Included

Acreage

Notes

Allegany, Genesee,
Livingston, Monroe,
Orleans, Wyoming

750,000 800,000

Robert Morrisbought 1.2 million scres of the Massachusetts
Reserve from Phelps and Gorham in 1790 and swiftly sold
o English investors; he bought another 4 million acres
from M and swiftly sold over 3 million to purchasers who
became the Holland Land Company

Lewis Motris, Chief Justice of the Province of New York
and Gow. of NT, acquired 500 acres in 1660s; granted “the
Mannour or Lordship of Morrisania” in 1697

Result of 1683 boundary treaty between NY and CT;
patented and then sold to Equivalent Land Co. of 22
colonists; divided and sold lots in 1732; discrepancies over
boundary lines caused dispules between tenants and other
patents, e.g., Highland and Beekman Parents

Land acquired from Indians in 1634 by Dr. Thumas Pell of
CT; settled with 15 families and given royal prant in 1666
after English lakeover of New MNetherland; his nephew
John Bell inherited 1669 and received a renewed patent
with manorial privileges in 1687

Ten square miles to Pierre Penet, part of land surrendered by

Oneida Indians in Treaty of Fort Schuyler; land ownership
Iater uncertain; John LaTarge established clear title in 1830

Phelps and Gorbam (P&G) contracted to purchase land
rights to all the Massachusetts Reserve (6 million acres);
by 1790 the MA pound tripled in value so P&G could only
afford the rights to 2.6 million acres and relurned the rest;
Tater in 1790 they sold 1.2 million acres to Robert Morris

Froderick Philipse; his son Adolphus owned Highland
Patent, his grandson Frederick inherited bath; us they were
loyalists, manor confiscaled by povernment and sold at
public auction in 1779

Rensselacrwycl (1629)

Rombout Patent {1685}
also Rumbout

Westchester 1e20
Oblong Tract (1731} Dutchess, Putnam, 50,000

Westchester
Pelham Manor {1566) Westchester 9,166
Penet’s Square (1788) Jetferson 6,400
Phelps and Gorham Purchase | Allegany, Livingston, | 2.6 million
[1788) Monroe, Ontario,

Schuyler, Steuben,

Wayne, Yates
Philipsburgh Manaor (1693} Wesichester it 90,000

| |

Plum Island danor (1675) Suffolk A
Queens Village Manar (1685) | Queens, Suffolk 2,900

Albany, Columbia,

ca. 1 million

Royal Grant { Kingsland Grant
(1765)

Sacandaga Patent (1741)

Granted to Samuel Wyllys with local autonomy, “an entire

and enfranchized mannor and place of itself”

Granted 1o Henry Llowd, “henceforth be called the
Lordship and Mannor of Quecns Village"; on Lloyds Neck
which was coded by Queens Co. Lo Suffolk Co. in 1886

Kiliaen van Rensselaer granted a patroonship by Dutch
West India Co.; began purchasing land in 1630 1664 given
title of Rensselaerswick Manuor by English

Francis Rombouts (NYC mayor 1779-1780) and Gulian
Verplanck; awarded land tracts to encourage setllement

i William Johnson petitioned for 40,000 acres and
received approx, 93,000; inherited by son John in 1774;
John fled to Canada in 1776, after the Revolution the land
holdings were forfeited and confiscated by NYS

Rensselaer

| Dutchess ca. 80,000
Herldimer ca, 93,000
Fulton, Hamiltan 28,000

Lendert Gransevoort and others, Royal Patent; later taken
aver by Sir William Johnson
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Western New York Land Transactions, 1825-1835 TOWNSHIPS WITHIN COUNTIES

Western New York Land Transaction, 1825-1835

Allegany County-Range 1, Townships 1-6
Range 2, Townships 1-6

NAME SURNAME DATE LOT 8 TR D REF-PAGE Mpomteg Couety-fengy 1. Somiipe 130

Range 3, Townships 7-10
Range 4, Townships 7-10

— e G County—Range 1, T hip ;1-13

Alanson Herriman 10Fa29 50 000610 D 507-0098 Range 3, dovashipe 1113
Darli Cconro 12Fe29 42 000610 D 507-0098 S
Ashbel Watrous 18Fa29 31 0006810 D 507-0098 @ T aem i
Manus Griswold 20Fe29 46 000610 D 507-0098 e
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Proprietor Records

—L Include: |

e Sale/reversion records

e LLease documents

—L Where to look: |

o Corporate/personal holdings
« Manuscript collections of the landlord

» Deed books — county, colony, or state
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Level 3

County
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County Land Records

—L Person(s) to person(s) |

—L Include:

« Deeds/Conveyances books

» Mortgages books (beginning in 1753)

—L Where to look: |

« Held by county clerk’s office

« Microfilmed/digitized by FamilySearch
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QUESTIONS?
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Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations
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. A National Center for Family History, = i
£ 3 American Ancestors, priay 0 el [ Bockstore (1) About Us
SearCh Events ]Oin / Renew Give 10 Million Names  Publications ExpertHelp Tools Projects Centers & Initiatives

Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other
Records

Thank you for registering for the online seminar, Land Records Unlocked: A Genealogist's Guide to Deeds and Other Records!

For generations, land has meant opportunity, independence, and even survival in America. It is what drove many of our ancestors to immigrate and what
motivated some to migrate across the country. While land records are essential to our family history research, they are often overlooked or misunderstood.
Hidden in the legalese and metes and bounds, there can be critical clues to extended family members and family relationships, the location of ancestral
homelands, and why our ancestors move from point A to point B. From colonial land grants and charters to proprietorship records and federal land
programs, this 5-week online seminar will give you the historical context of land records in America, the tools to find and decipher deeds, and strategies for
leveraging land records in your family history research.

This course includes five 90-minute classes and exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation. These recordings and all course
materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

https://www.americanancestors.org/land-records-unlocked-genealogists-quide-deeds-

and-other-records
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/education
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