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Meet Today’s Presenters

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Kathleen Mackenzie
Education & Programming 

Manager
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation

• Goals of the program
• Getting to Albany
• Program overview
• Research preparation
• Next steps

• Q&A
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Goals & Overview
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At a Glance
Tuesday, May 12-Saturday, May 16 at the New York State 
Library & Archives

Tour includes:
• Four-night stay in the Fairfield Albany Downtown 

(daily hotel breakfast buffet included in stay)
• Daily transportation to and from the New York State 

Library & Archives
• Orientation at the New York State Library and New 

York State Archives
• One pre-tour consultation
• One on-tour consultation
• Group meals (opening reception and closing dinner)
• Lecture at opening reception
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Tour Leaders

Melanie McComb
Senior Genealogist

Kathleen Mackenzie
Education & Programming Manager

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist
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Transportation, 
hotel & parking
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Participants
• 13 participants from 10 states
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Fairfield Inn Albany Downtown
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Dining Options Near the Hotel
In Hotel:

• Breakfast buffet included in stay

Nearby:

• City Beer Hall

• Jack’s Oyster House

• La Serre

• The Spinning Gyro

• Maurice’s Delicatessen

• The City Beer Hall
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Dining Options Near the Library
• Hill Street Cafe

• In Empire State Plaza Concourse
– Herbie’s Burgers
– Uncommon Grounds
– PBD Kitchen
– Kuma Ani
– Taco Libre
– Umana Yana
– Honest Weight
– Pho Yum
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Schedule
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Tuesday
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Wednesday
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Thursday
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Friday
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Saturday
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Participant Form
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Participant Forms
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Participant Form Part 1
Due April 26
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Participant Form Part 2
Due March 30
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Participant Form, Cont.
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Participant Form, Cont.
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Participant Form, Cont.
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Consultations
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Consultations
• One pre-tour consultation 

with David or Melanie, 
scheduled by Kathleen

• One on-site consultation 
with David or Melanie, sign-
up sheets on tour

• 30 minutes each

• Participant Form Part 1 due 
April 26 – essential for 
scheduling pre-tour 
consultation
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Melanie McComb
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• Don’t sweat it! 

• Focus your questions

• Bring family trees and copies of relevant 
documents (vital records, etc.)

• Be ready to list sources you have
already checked 

• Be prepared to work on a different 
branch when something turns up

Consultation Prep
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New York State: 
Preparing Your Research

Voice of 
David Allen Lambert,
Chief Genealogist
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• New York State Library

• New York State Archives

• Manuscripts and Special Collections

New York State
Cultural Education Center
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New York State 
Library
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New York State Library
What you’ll find:

• Published genealogies
• Local histories 
• DAR records
• Church records

• Census records 
• Early newspapers 

(on film) 
• City directories
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• Vital Record Indexes post 1880

• Online databases available at NYSL

• nysl.nysed.gov/genealogy/database.htm

New York State Library 
Databases:
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• Cover New York State (outside of New York City); start 
June 1880 (deaths) or 1881 (marriages and births) 

• Birth indexes made available after 75 years; marriage 
and death indexes after 50 years

• Index entry provides: name, date and place of event, 
and State certificate number; indexes for certain years 
are arranged by SOUNDEX codes

• State Archives holds index to “delayed” birth certificates 
(some births prior to 1881, mostly in the 1870s)

Vital Record Indexes
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nysl.nysed.govnysl.nysed.gov

American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 40



American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 41



American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 42



American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 43



American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 44



American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 45



American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 46



American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 47



American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 48



American Ancestors Upstate New York Research Tour 2026

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 49



Limit Search Results

• Historical Document Inventory

• Manuscripts and Special Collections 

• New York State Archives 

• New York State Library 
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Things to know
• Self-service copiers are available (25¢ per 

page) 

• Copy card system, or use change

• Bring small bills (staff may not have much 
change)

• Book scanner available – bring USB flash drive

• Microfilm reader/scanners – bring USB flash 
drive
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What to bring:
• Any materials, bags, etc.

• Computers, tablets (WiFi available) 

• Digital Cameras

• DO NOT LEAVE YOUR BELONGINGS 
UNATTENDED

• Small lockers are provided for security

• Small bills and change for copies/copy cards

• USB flash drive
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New York State 
Archives
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New York State Archives
What you’ll find:

• Vital record index (microfiche available
in reading room)

• Card index

• Marriages & deaths until 1956

• Births until 1937

• Cover NY state except Buffalo and NYC
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archives.nysed.gov/research/featured-topics
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archives.nysed.gov/research/featured-topic-genealogy
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archives.nysed.gov/research/featured-topic-genealogy
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archives.nysed.gov/research/search-for-records
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Things to know
• Online registration required – See tour page 

for link

• Lockers available

• Be sure to make requests of appropriate staff 
(Archives, not Manuscripts & Special 
Collections)

• Two basic types of materials: 
Microfilm/Microfiche and paper records

• Must use microtext before originals

• Archives reading room closes at 4:00 p.m. 
(Library closes at 5:00 p.m.)
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Things to know

• Only three microfilm reader/printers

• Materials pulled at 10:30 am and 2 pm 

• You will be assigned a desk

• One box or file at a time

• No self-service copying; must request 
permission
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What to bring
• Photo ID for registrations

• Regular pencils 

• Digital cameras

• Laptop or tablet (no cases)

• Loose blank paper (available on request)

• Notecards and notes

• Spiral notebooks (without pockets)

• Folders (without pockets)
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What NOT to bring
• Binders, anything with pockets

• Mechanical pencils, pens

• Scanners

• Cases for laptops, cameras, etc.

• Coats

• Bags, briefcases, purses, backpacks

• Food or drink
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New York State Library 
Manuscripts and 

Special Collections
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Manuscripts and Special 
Collections - What you’ll find:

• Family papers

• Archives and 
manuscripts 

• Rare books

• Maps and atlases, 

• Prints and photographs

• Ephemera
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nysl.nysed.gov/mssdesc.htm
www.nysl.nysed.gov/msscwww.nysl.nysed.gov/mssc
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Things to know
• Rules same as NY State Archives

• MSC staff pulls materials twice a day (usually 
at 10 am and 2 pm)

• Be sure to make requests of appropriate staff 
(Manuscripts & Special Collections, not 
Archives)

• You will be assigned a desk

• Number of items may be limited 

• Reading room closes at 4:00 p.m.
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Research Tips
• NYC records

• Dutch/early colonial records

• FamilySearch

• Limits of vital records

• Challenges of New York research
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/new-york-research
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Other opportunities
• New York State Museum

• Probate and Deeds

• State Capitol tours
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Next Steps

1- Visit the tour webpage

2- Use the online catalogs 

3- Make your research to-do lists

4- Pack layers
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https://www.americanancestors.org/upstate-new-york-research-tour-2026
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QUESTIONS?
Kathleen.Mackenzie@americanancestors.org
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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