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Rhonda R. McClure

Class 5: Case Studies: Tracing a 
Family Through the Centuries

Massachusetts Research: 
Four Centuries of History 
and Genealogy

Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Case Study #1: Thomas Johnston, Jr. & Ruth E. Powderly
• Case Study #2: Joseph A. D. & Nancy J. (Hollis) Hicks
• Case Study #3: Family of Nathan Bailey & Jemima  Emerson
• Case Study #4: Joseph Bailey and His Father Richard Bailey
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Voice of Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

Case Study #1
Thomas Johnston, Jr. 

&
Ruth E. Powderly

Thomas Johnston, Jr. & Ruth E. 
Powderly

• Thomas Johnston, Jr.
– b. ca. 1909, Somerville, Middlesex Co., Mass.
– m. by 1941

• Ruth E. Powderly
– b. ca. 1913, Cambridge, Middlesex Co., Mass.

• Parents of:
– Barbara Ruth Johnston
– b. 10 May 1941, Concord, Middlesex Co., Mass.
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Marriage Records Needed List

Birth Records Needed List 

Birth abstract
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1950 U.S. Federal Census

Residing 10 Maple St., 
Bedford, Mass.

Thomas Johnston, WWII Draft

Thomas Johnston, Obituary

The Boston Globe, 
Boston, Mass., published 
25 June 1965
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Thomas Johnston, 1909 Birth

Thomas Johnston, Jr.
• b. 29 March 1909, Somerville, Middlesex Co., 

Mass.

• Father: Thomas Johnston, b. Fermanagh, Ireland

• Mother: Margaret Torrance, b. Paisley, Scotland

Mass. VRs, 1907, Marriages

m. 15 May 1907,
Cambridge, 
Middlesex Co., Mass.
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1910 Census Thomas, b. 1909, enumerated as 
Francis T. Johnson, age 1y 1mo

1920 U.S. Census

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2361/

U.S. District Court,
Boston, Mass.
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Thomas Johnston Nat. Petition

Mass. VR, Marriages, 1914

Mass. VRs, Deaths, 1912
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Thomas Johnston, Obituary

The Boston Globe, 
Boston, Mass., 
published 20 June 
1969

• b. 20 June 1882, Co. 
Fermanagh, Ireland

• Son of Francis & Elizabeth 
(Allen) Johnston

• m. (1), 1907, Margaret 
Torrance

• m. (2), 1914, Jessie Torrance

• Brother - Frank

• b. 27 April 1886, 
Motherwell, Scotland

• Dau of Wilson & Mary 
(Thompson) Torrance

• d. 16 June 1912, 
Somerville, Middlesex 
Co., Mass.

• Sister - Jessie

Margaret TorranceThomas Johnston

Parents of Thomas Johnston, Jr.

Case Study #2:
Joseph A. D. & Nancy 

J. (Hollis) Hicks
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Zorilda A. Hastings, Death, 1906

DaysMonthsYears
30+3 = 33 5 4+12= 161906 1905 

8568
2591837

Calculated date of 
birth: 25 Sept 1837

Joseph A.D. Hicks & Nancy J. Hollis –
28 Oct 1835 Marriage

Susan Maria Hicks, Death, 8 Oct 
1840

Cause of 
death

Burial Place

Calculated date of 
birth: June 1839
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1840 Census, Ward 12, Suffolk Co., 
Mass.

Boston City Directory, 1840

Hicks, Nancy J. h. 3rd st. near 
Dorchester (Ward 12, So. 
Boston)

Boston, City Directory, 1841

Hicks, Nancy J., widow, h. 
rear Canton
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City Directories - Boston
• 1835, p. 207 – NO Joseph or Nancy Hicks listed

• 1836, p. 206 – NO Joseph or Nancy Hicks listed

• 1837, p. 215 – Hicks, Joseph, house 81 Court St (in Ward 4, near Bowdoin 
Square)

• 1838, p. 208 – Hicks, Joseph, h 234 Ann (in the North End)

• 1839, p. 221 – NO Joseph or Nancy Hicks listed

• 1840, p. 226 – Hicks, Nancy J., h. 3rd st near Dorchester (Ward 12, South 
Boston)

• 1841, p. 241 – Hicks, Nancy J., widow, h. near Canton

• 1842, p. 256
– Hicks, Joseph, (Chapman & H.), 45 Prince (in the North End)
– Hicks, Nancy J., widow, h. 4th st near D street

Nancy J. Hicks of Boston, 1845

Divorce a vinculo = Divorce bond 
Mention of daughter Zorilda 
Adams Hicks, and she was to 
be in the custody of Nancy J. 
Hicks

Suffolk Co., Mass. Supreme Judicial Court Docket

Case File 371 - Divorce
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1850 Census, Walpole, Norfolk 
Co., Mass. 

Nancy J. (Hollis) Hicks 
remarries to Banjamin G.M. 
Dyer circa 1845.

1850 Census enumerates 
Nancy’s daughter Zorilda 
Adams Hicks as Zorinda A. 
Dyer.

Tip
A widow isn’t always a 

widow.

QUESTIONS?
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Case Study #3
Family of Nathan 
Bailey & Jemima 

Emerson

Samuel Bailey, son of Nathan & 
Jemima (Emerson) Bailey

Children of Samuel & Mary B. 
(Sheldon) Bailey

1. George Francis Bailey, b. Salem, Rockingham Co., N.H., 11 June 1835

2. Mary Ann Bailey, b. Salem, Rockingham Co., N.H., 26 Feb. 1837

3. Charles Edwin Bailey, b. Salem, Rockingham Co., N.H., 28 March 1839

4. Albert Orin Bailey, b. Salem Rockingham Co., N.H., 25 July 1841

5. Henry Samuel Bailey, b. Windham, Rockingham Co., N.H., 21 Jan. 1844

6. Martha Josephine Bailey, b. Windham, Rockingham Co., N.H., 8 July 1848

7. Loren Emerson Bailey, b. Windham, Rockingham Co., N.H., 5 March 1852

8. Elmer Gilman Bailey, b. Windham, Rockingham Co., N.H., 8 Jan. 1855

9. Rufus Herman Bailey, b. Windham, Rockingham Co., N.H., 29 Sept. 1858

10. Walter Ellsworth Bailey, b. Windham Rockingham Co., N.H., 19 May 1861
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Nathan Bailey, b. 1771, FGS

Haverhill Births to 1850

No entries for:
6. Orrin Bailey
7. Charles Moody Bailey
8. George Francis Bailey
9. Gilman Bailey

Nathan Bailey, b. 1771, FGS

40

41

42

Class 5: Massachusetts Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



4/28/2026

15

Tip
Look for repetition of 

given names

• George Francis Bailey

• Mary Ann Bailey

• Charles Edwin Bailey

• Albert Orin Bailey

• Henry Samuel Bailey

• Loren Emerson Bailey

• Elmer Gilman Bailey

• George Francis Bailey

• Mary Bailey

• Charles Moody Bailey

• Orrin Bailey

• Henry Bailey

• Wife is an Emerson
• Gilman Bailey

Nathan’s ChildrenSamuel’s Children

Nomenclature

What Do We Suspect?
• Charles Moody Bailey
– b. ca. 1816

• George Francis Bailey
– b. ca. 1818

• Gilman Bailey
– Know nothing currently
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Tip
Remember limitations 

of records

Published Mass. VRs to 1850
• Per “Massachusetts” chapter of Genealogical 

Research Methods and Sources, vol. 1:
– “Vital records of about half or more of the older 

towns have been published, by various individuals, 
societies and the state”

– “Before using these volumes, one must always 
evaluate them by a study of the abbreviations 
which quickly inform one if they are all-inclusive, 
with town, church, Bible, private and gravestone 
records being covered”
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Massachusetts VRs to 1850 Search

Newbury VRs to 1850, vol. 2

Asterisk after event indicates 
the marriage intentions were 
also recorded.

1850 Census Search
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1850 Census Search Results

1850 Census Search

1850 Census Search Results
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Two Possible Men
• Charles M. Bailey “of Haverhill” m. Andover, 

Essex Co., Mass., 4 June 1840, Lydia Ann Smith
– Residing in Haverhill, Essex Co., Mass. in 1850 

Census
– He’s a shoemaker

• Charles M. Bayley
– Residing in Newburyport, Essex Co., Mass. in 1850 

Census
– Master Mariner

Charles M. & Lydia Ann (Smith) 
Bailey 

1. Susan J., b. Haverhill, ca. 1840; d. there 5 Nov 
1857

2. Mary E., b. Mass., ca. 1842; d. 11 Aug 1860

3. Ellen W., b. Haverhill, ca. 1844; d. there 12 April 
1860 

4. Charles C., b. Haverhill, 25 Jan. 1846; d. 
Haverhill, 23 June 1884

5. William Arthur, b. Haverhill, 18 March 1848; d. 
13 Aug 1849

George Francis Bailey
• Said to be born about 1818

• Questions:
– Did he marry? If so, who and when?
– When and where did he die?
– Can marriage and death records support him as 

son of Nathan and Jemima (Emerson) Bailey?
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Geo F. Bailey and Mary Brown, 
Marriage, 1860

George Francis Bailey
• m. Danvers, Essex Co., Mass., 2 May 1860, Mary 

Brown

• Age and birthplace:
– Age 41
– b. Salem, N.H.

• Parents:
– Nathan Bailey
– Jemimy [sic] Emerson

• Residence & Occupation: Haverhill, Farmer

George F. Bailey, Death, Haverhill, 
1863
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George F. Bailey Household, 1860 
Census

Nathan Bailey, b. 1771, FGS

QUESTIONS?
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Case Study #4
Joseph Bailey and His 
Father Richard Bailey

Joseph Bailey
• b. Rowley, Essex Co., Mass.; d. Bradford, Essex 

Co., Mass., 11 Oct 1712

• m. Abigail Trumbull, b. Rowley, 10 Dec 1651; d. 
Bradford, 17 Nov 1735

• Mother: Edna Halstead

Ancestry’s New England 
Marriages Prior to 1700
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Tip
Understand the origins 

of sources

Introduction to GPC Volume
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Comparison of Both Versions

Ancestry’s scan of the 
page from GPC’s book

American Ancestor’s scan of 
their published volumes

Torrey’s Bibliographic 
Abbreviations

• Warner-Harrington: Warner, Frederick Chester, “The Ancestry of Samuel, 
Freda and John Warner,” typescript, 5 vols. (Boston, 1949, 1955)

• Pillsbury Anc.: Holman, Mary (Lovering), Ancestry of Charles Stinson 
Pillsbury and John Sargent Pillsbury…, 2 vols. ([Concord, N.H.]: Rumford 
Press, 1938)

• Reg.: New England Historical and Genealogical Register

• Rowley MA Fam.: Blodgett, George Brainard, Early Settlers of Rowley, 
Massachusetts (Rowley, Mass., 1933)

• Salisbury Fam.: Hoyt, David Webster, The Old Families of Salisbury and 
Amesbury, Mass. …, Providence: [Snow & Farnham], 1897-1917)

Torrey’s Bibliographic 
Abbreviations

• Sv.: Savage, James A., Genealogical Dict. Of the First Settlers of New England
(Boston: Little, Brown, 1860-62)

• Bassett-Preston: Presont, Mary Isabella, Bassett-Preston Ancestors: A History of the 
Ancestors in America of Marion Bassett Luitweiler…(New Haven: Tuttle 
Morehouse & Taylor, 1930)

• Tenney: Tenney, Mary Jane, The Tenney Family; or, the Descendants of Thomas 
Tenney of Rowley Mass., 1638-1904, Revised and Partial Records of Prof. Jonathan 
Tenney (Boston: American Printing & Eng., 1891)

• Trumbull: [Lea, James Henry], A Genealogy of George Augustus and Louisa (Clap) 
Trumbull ([Fairhaven?, Mass.], 1886)

• Essex Ant.: The Essex Antiquarian, 13 vols. (n.p., 1897-1909)
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Pillsbury Ancestry, vol. 2, p. 855

Tip
Keep up on ongoing 

scholarship

www.AmericanAncestors.org
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Great Migration: Immigrants to 
New England, 1636-1638

Great Migration: Immigrants to 
New England, 1636-1638

Richard arriving on the 
Bevis who is also father 

of Joseph theory

Richard arriving on the 
Bevis who ends up as 

an apprentice in Boston 
in 1639 theory

Richard Bailey Theories
• Richard Bailey, bur. Rowley, Essex Co., Mass., 16 

Feb 1647/8
– Has a will
– Mentions his one child Joseph
– Mentions his wife Edna

• Richard Bailey,  Boston apprentice
– Apprenticed as a “boy” in 8 Aug 1639 (from 24 

June last) for 7 years (ending in 1646)
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Pillsbury Ancestry, vol. 2, p. 855

Joseph Bailey
• b. Rowley, Essex Co., Mass., likely 1646 (based on 

ages in two documents)
– Deposition in 1681 in which he states his age as 34
– Guardianship record in 1660, where Joseph 

requested his stepfather, Ezekiel Northend (minors 
age 14 and over allowed to request their own 
guardian)

• Is the son of Richard Bailey (bur., Rowley, 16 Feb 
1647/8) and Edna Halstead (m. 2nd Ezekiel 
Northend)

Tip
Don’t apply current 
definitions to older 

terms
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Joseph Bailey, Guardianship

Son-in-law and father-in-law often 
used to indicate ”step” relationships, 
which Ezekial was to Joseph

Tripped Up by Old Terms

QUESTIONS?
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Consultations

https://www.americanancestors.org/massachusetts-research-four-centuries-history-and-
genealogy

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/education
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