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History

Settlement

* 1718 - Five or six ships of Scots-Irish settlers
arrived in Boston; settling Worcester, Sutton,
Dracut, Lowell, Coleraine, and Casco Bay (Maine)

¢ Between 1742 and 1753, an estimated 1,000
Germans settled in Broad Bay (now Waldoboro,
Maine)

* 1750s — A planned community called
Germantown was started in Quincy,
Massachusetts; the land was to be settled
by glassmakers and weavers from Germany

Settlement Cont'd

1763 - French and Indian Wars hamper efforts for
interior settlement until conflict ends

1775-1783 - After the Revolutionary War Loyalists
to Canada, UK & Caribbean
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New England
Settlement.
1677
Just after
King Philip's War.

it {
& New England

AT Settlement.
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APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL TOWN BOUNDARIES
1620 - 1870

ORIGINAL
COUNTY INCORPORATION

8
Pre-Revolution
¢ French and Indian War
* Period of Salutary Neglect
* Boston Tea Party
* Coercive Acts
9
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Revolutionary War

* April 19, 1775 - Fighting began in Lexington and
Concord, Siege of Boston

* June 17, 1775 - Battle of Bunker Hill
* March 17, 1776 — Evacuation Day

* War ended on September 3, 1783

10

11

Revolutionary War Statistics

¢ In June 1775, out of the 37,363 soldiers who enlisted in the
Continental Army, over 16,000 were from Massachusetts.

* In 1777, out of the 68,720 enlisted troops enlisted, nearly
13,000 were from Massachusetts. This number was larger
than any other state that contributed.

« In 1782, Massachusetts had over 4,000 men in the field,
out of over 18,000 in the Continental Army.

* Source: Spofford, Ainsworth R. Massachusetts In the
American Revolution. Washington D.C.: District of
Columbia Society of the Sons of the American Revolution,
1895

12
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Post-Revolution

* 1786 and 1787 - Shay's
Rebellion

* 1788 - Ratification of
the U.S. Constitution

13

Changing Boundaries

* Norfolk County was founded in 1793 from Suffolk
County

* The newly formed county consisted of 21
towns: Bellingham, Braintree, Brookline,
Cohasset, Dedham, Dorchester, District of Dover
(part of Dedham), Foxborough, Franklin,
Medfield, Medway, Milton, Needham, Quincy,
Randolph, Roxbury, Sharon, Stoughton, Walpole,
Weymouth, and Wrentham

14

Major Record Sets
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Types of Records

M I e B

16

Vital Record Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

¢ Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1620-1850

¢ Boston, MA: Births, 1700-1800
* Boston, MA: Marriages, 1700-1809

¢ Boston, MA: Deaths, 1700-1799

* And other individual towns can be found on
AmericanAncestors.org

17

Vital Record Law Changes

On 1 Dec. 1716, "Every town clerk was ordered to
give in a list of marriages to the clerk of the
Sessions of the Peace annually in April, and every
clerk of the court was to record the same."

Prov. Laws, Vol. II, p. 60

18
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Massachusetts Probate Records on
AmericanAncestors.org

B able 1685-1789 Middlesex 1
7

8-1871
erkshire 1 Norfolk 1793-1900

Bristol 1686-1880 Ply h 1686-188
Essex 8 ffolk 1630-1893

Fr Worcester 1731-18

Hampshire 16 889
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¥ Mass.gov

OFFERED BY St Library of Massachuses

Acts and Resolves Volumes: 1692 to 1959

Digitized Massachusetts Acts and Resolves volumes in the Internet Archive

TABLE OF CONTENTS

© Acts and Resalves: 1692 16 1779/1780
© FResolves: 1692 10 177901780

© Acts and Resolves: 178071781 to 1805 (May Session)
© Acts: 1805 (May Session) to 1838

© Resolves: 1805 to 1838

© Acts and Resolves: 1839 to 1859

© Acts and Resolves: 1860 to 1869

© Acts and Resclves: 1870 to 1879

© Acts and Resolves: 1830 to 1889

© Acts and Resolves: 1899 to 1899

mass.gov/lists/acts-and-resolves-volumes-1692-to-1959
21
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Acts and Resalves: 1692 to 177971780

Resolves: 1692 to 1779/1780

Resolves: 1692-1702

- Resolves: 1703-1707

Resolves: 1708-1719

Resolves: 1720-1725

Resolves: 1726-1733

Resolves: 1734-1740

Resolves: 1741-1746

mass.gov/lists/acts-and-resolves-volumes-1692-to-1959

[ reRner Arcinve

popasn 4 b [ 08

Archive.org

CHAPTER

RESOLVE ¥OR REPAIRING HAKVARD COLLEGE.

MEMORIAL s of Harvard Ce

e have
bled & formed, as Barracks & for other

h their Appurt

Resolve for Repairing Harvard College, Chapter 889,
1775-1776 Resolves (Archive.org)

24
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1754 Slave Schedule

* Governor William Shirley ordered that an
enumeration of all slaves over the age of sixteen be
completed by each town

* Includes Maine since it was part of Massachusetts

 The records of 119 towns have been preserved

> Note: There were no surviving records for the town
of Dracut

25

PRIMARY RESEARCH

PRONCT  RESEARCH  UBRARY UGS ABDUT
A5k

1754 Massachusetts Slave Census

sese

primaryresearch.org/slave-census

26
1754 Slave Schedule Example
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Census Records

¢ 1790 U.S. Census
» First federal census of the United States
» Head of household named

> All other household members broken down by sex
and age

28

City Directories

* First Boston directory of 1789

¢ Available on the Boston Athenaeum web site

T

Bofton Direétory.

29

Newspapers

* The first issue of the Boston News-Letter was published on
April 24, 1704, by postmaster John Campbell.

* Published weekly until 1776
* On December 21, 1719, the Boston Gazette was published

* Newspaper Indexes:
* Index of Obituaries in Boston Newspapers, 1704-
1800; Boston Athenaeum
* Index to Deaths in the Massachusetts Centinel and
the Columbian Centinel, 1784-1840
* Index to Marriages in the Massachusetts Centinel
and the Columbian Centinel, 1784-1840

30
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£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Join/Renew  Give W0Milion Names  Publications  ExperiMel  Tools  Projects  Centers initiatives.

Partrs Datsbases From Horrs.

Partner Databases From Home

31

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Join/Renew Give 30 Milion Hames  Publications  Expert Help  Tools  Brojects  Centers & Initiaties

U.S. Newspapers

AmericanAncestors.org

32

Early American Newspapers
(1690-1876)

America's Historical Newspapers

Explore the nation's past

ecedented ways

=

33
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Newspaper Publications in the Early
American Newspapers Series

34

Boston News-Letter

35

Boston News-Letter

Mome  AancedSearch  Browae Pubacations y e+

FUll PAGE  Boston ews-Loter pubishes s T Mossacruseccs Gazese: D THE

36
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QUESTIONS?

Military Records

French and Indian War

* Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England,
1620-1775 database on AmericanAncestors.org

* Muster Roll Index Cards on FamilySearch

¢ Massachusetts State Archives Collection, Colonial

Period, 1622-1788, on FamilySearch

* Society of Colonial Wars in Massachusetts
Membership Applications, 1560-1970 database on
AmericanAncestors.org

39
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£ American Ancestors. gt kil )
Search Events Join/Renew  Give 10 Million Names  Publications

@ Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 1620-1775

Exact Search 0 Soundex

First Name Last Name
First/Micidle/[Maiden] names Last Name

Years Location © Exact Location
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Volume Page
Expedition Company
Regiment

AmericanAncestors.org
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9 © @ sonue | soum

French and Indian War muster roll index cards, 1603-1779

uthors
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Served uatil,

Lengh o s

Joseph Bass, Muster Roll Index Card (1762),
French and Indian War (FamilySearch)

44

Records FulText lImages Famiy Tree

Massachusetts State Archives collection, colonial period, 1622-1788

Authers Massachusetts, State Archives (Author)
Format Microfiim 35mm
Language English
Publication Date 2002:2009
Publisher Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah
Place of Publication salk Lake City, Utah
Physical 181 microfilm reels ; 35 mm

Notes

Includes indexes in most volumes.
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Mot Location

ster Roll, FamilySear
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Revolutionary War Pensions

* 1776 - Half pay for officers and men disabled in
the service and were incapable of earning a living

* 1780 - Half pay for 7 yrs. to widows and orphans
of officers

* Pensions are available online on Fold3.com

49

US, Revolutionary War
Pensions, 1800-1900

United States . 17751800 Records: 10,390,615 . Complete:100%

Fold3.com
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Poge2infe

5]

Publication Info

Pension, Aaron Fairchild (Fold3.cof

52

Pension, Aaron Fairchild (Fold3.co

53
Loyalist Databases
* Divided Hearts, Massachusetts Loyalists, 1765-
1790
* United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada
(UELAC) database
* Black Loyalist Directory, 1783-1788
54
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£ American Ancestors

st [N ermbersip cive P e

Search Database
.
‘Massachusatts Divided Hearts, Massachusatts Loy

7651730

First Name Last Name

Keywords.

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give

Massachusetts: Divided Hearts, Massachusetts
Loyalists, 1765-1790

< upe ,  Commentor Question
o e

ST Uni pire

e
Faln™ Association of Can: & wicow win

Search:

Given & Middle ‘Whe
PrefiRank UELAC Status LastRevised = Details

uelac.ca/loyalist-directory

57
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PrefixiRank

surname
Suffic

UELAC Status
Where Resettled
Froof of Loyalty
Notes on status
Regiment

Enlistment Date

Given & Middle Name(s) Leme

Date/place of Birth

Settled Before War

Datesplace of Death

uelac.ca/loyalist-directory
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Phace of Burial
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Sources & Contributors
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£ American Ancestors.
Search  Events Join/Renew

@ Black Loyalist Directory, 1783-1788

First Name

Years

Location © gxact Location

ag Boss

Volume

Race

AmericanAncestors.org

Give 10Mitlon Names.  Publications  ExpertHelp  Tools  Brojects  Centers §initatives

Browse This Database

Last Name

Record Type

Keywords BT

Report an Error

Page

Enslaver First Name

60
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£ American Ancestors. e - <> - |
Search Events Join/Renew  Give 10MBon Names Pubicmions  Expartiep Tk Brofcts  Contaes & kit
¢ Page 2 420 3
Errrer
212 The Black Loyalist Directory
Poggy Morcly, 18 yars, likely | Toby Winslow, 11 years, lkely
wench, BB, Formerly slave (o boy, BB. Formerly slave to
‘Colonel Mozely, Princes Ann Capt. Valantine, Boston, New
County, Virginia; left him England; left him about 7 172
about 5 years ago. GBC. years ago. GMC.
Isaac Taylor, 39 years, Hannah Winslow, 4 years,
ordinary fellow, BB, Formerly ordinary child, BB. Born free
Slave 15 Joha Van Hom, within the Briish lincs
Communepaw, New Jersey;
Mary Thomson, 54 years,
1R S showt 7,102 yeurs sg. nearly worn out, BB. Born free
. fops fosighoad-éon

AmericanAncestors.org
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Tax Records

¢ Massachusetts Tax Valuation List of 1771

¢ Massachusetts and Maine Direct Tax Census of

1798
» Not all Massachusetts and Maine towns survived

> They were in the process of being burned at
the Boston Customs House. An alert clerk

contacted American Ancestors to rescue this
valuable record set

62

1771 Massachusetts Tax Inventory
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1771 Massachusetts Tax Inventory
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[RDATTS, THOMAS of Boston, Sufiolk County
JADAMS, JOHN of Boston, Suffolk County
|ADAMS, THOMAS JR of Boston, Sufiolk County
JADAMS, JONATHAN of Boston, Suffolk County
|ADAMS, JAMES of Boston, Suffol County
[ADAMS, ELIJAH of Bostan, Suffolk Gounty
[ADAMS, WILLIAM of Boston, Suffolk County
[ADANS, JOHN JR of Boston, Sufoik County
[ADAMS, JOHN of Boston, Suffolk County
|ADAMS, DAVID of Boston, Suffolk County
[ADAMS, PHILLIP of Boston, Suffok County
AMS, JOHN JR of Boston, Suffolk County
[ADAMSON, ROBERT of Boston, Suffolk County
JADAMS, JOHN of Boston, Suffolk County
[ADAMS, SETH of Boston, Suffalk County
|ADAMS, NEHEMIAH of Gloucester, Essex County
[ADAMS, DAMIEL of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADANS, MATHEW of Ipswich, Essex County
|ADAMS, ISAAC of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADAMS, STEPHEN of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADAMS, THOMAS of Ipswich, Essex County
ADAM: EKIEL of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADAMS, SAMUEL of Ipswich, Essex County
|ADANS, NATHEL of Ipswich, Essex County
|ADAMS, GEORGE of ipswich, Essex County
|ADAMS, ISAD of Ipswich, Essex County
|ADAMS, STEPHEN of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADAMS, JOHN of Marblehead. Essex County
JADAMS, JOHN JR of Marblehead, Essex County
[ADAMS, WILL'M of Marblehead, Essex County > Submit

legacy.sites.fas.harvard.edu
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B Massachusetts and Maine: Direct Tax, 1798

O CETTTeT JOT Ty TSI,
Heritage & Culture

10 Million Names  Publicatiol

Exact Search Soundex
First Name Last Name
First/Middle/[Maiden] names Last Name
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Years Location O exact Location
From To eg. Boston, Massachusetts
Volume Page

S
)
~

1798 Direct Tax, District 18, 2nd Division
(Maine)

68

Naturalization Records

* Naturalization is the admittance of a foreigner to
citizenship of a new country

* New England Petitions for Naturalization Index,
1791-1906

* Index cards created for each immigrant that indicate
when they naturalized, what court, what country
they were from, where they live, and the reference
information to find the naturalization records

69
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First Naturalization Act (1790)

* Any free, white, adult alien, male or female, who had
resided within the limits and jurisdictions of the U.S.
for a period of 2 years was eligible for citizenship

* Applicant would apply to any court in any one of the
states where they resided at least one year

« Citizenship was granted to those who showed the
were of good moral character and took an oath o
allegiance to the Constitution

¢ Children under 21 years automatically became
citizens if they had a parent who successfully
naturalized

4/7/2026

70

Naturalization Act of 1795

Increased period of residence from 2 to 5 years

* Applicants were required to declare publicly their
intention to become citizens of the United States
and to renounce any allegiance to a foreign prince,
monarch, state, or sovereignty 3 years before
admission as citizens

* Immigrants who had any hereditary titles or of the
nobility class were also required to renounce that
status

71

? 00 Mo @ e

United States, New England
Petitions for Naturalization
Index, 1791-1906

This s an index o photacopies of naturalization documents filed in
courts In Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode e
Island and Vermont from 1791 to 1906. The photocopies and the index

are in the National England Region.

3% Inch cars arranged by state and thereunder by name of petitioner,

arranged according to the soundex system. The index refers to the

name and location.of the court that granted the certificate of

naturalization, and to the volume and page number (or certificate

number) of the naturalization record. NARA publication title: Index to

New England Naturalization Petitions, 1791-1906 (NARA M1299).

@ HOWTOUSETHISCOUECTION () BROWSE ALL 635,867 IMAGES

FamilySearch.org

72
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BLs3 |

ly name [ Given name or names

| BARNETT Lm. REYNOLDS

| Addren
Boston

. Certificate ne. (or vol. and page) Titie and location of court

A-18 USDC BOSTON ng,
Country of Birth or allegiance Born Gor 8
Jamaica
Date and port of arrival In U, 8. Date of naturalization

First Tues. Dec. 1796

Nemos and addrosses of witassses

HGd

or Lanox, -n.ﬂwkn Bervics. Form No. 1-IF. 14—

4/7/2026

New England Petition for Naturalization
Index Card Example

73

Title Also Known As

Authors

Format
Language
Publication Date
Publisher

Place of Publication
Physical

Series

References

Naturalization records (Boston, Massachusetts), NARA, RG 21 1790-1946

Indexto f intention. | Index to of intention and petitions for

naturalization. | Index to declarations of intention filed under the previsions of the Acto of June 29,

1906. | Declarations of intentions.

United States. Circuit Court ts Distriet) (Added Author)
United States. of Commerce and Labor. Division of (Added Author)
United States. District Court hor)

Microfilm 35mm

English

2005-

Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

495 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

National Archives microfilm publications

(Related (reversed)) ecords (Boston, M: husetts), 1845-1911
(Related (reversed)) Petitions and records of of the U.S. District Court and Circuit
Courts of the District of Massachusetts, 1906-1929

74
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Familysearch.org

Familysearch.org

77

e, T e Aemit L
g, Bt ,a/;..(,da
(A A P e

|
Y- |
WA

e g e
ctrm S P

Naturalization Petition of William |
Reynolds Barnett (1796) -
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Witness Affidavit for the Naturalization
Petition of William Reynolds Barnett (1796)
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80
Passport Applications
* Only issued to U.S. born citizens or persons who
naturalized
* 18th Century passport applications include name,
residence, birthplace, reason for passport.
81
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P00 DO @ rnen

United States, Passport
Applications, 1795-1925
This collection contains United States Passport Applications from two.

different NARA callections: M1490, and M 1372, Some nciex records
become available.

Q soanc
© YON TOUSK THISCOWECTION () BAOWSE ALL 30374 MAGES

Familysearch

82

"The bearer Mr. Benj. Cushing is
a Citizen of the United States
was born in Pembroke near
Boston and wishes a passport to
return home."

Passport Application of Benjamin Cushing
(1797)

83

Study Projects

¢ Western Massachusetts Families in 1790

* Worcester, MA: Scots-Irish Settlers, 1700-1850

84
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Research Strategies

Common Problems

* Vital Record Registration not mandatory until 1841
» Huge gaps in record taking for Boston

» First major census is 1790 and is by head of household
only

 Military pension and bounty land warrant applications
destroyed by fire at the War Dept in 1800

* Barnstable County Courthouse Fire in 1827
» Most land registry deed volumes destroyed

* Portland (Maine) City Hall Fire in 1908
» Cumberland County probate records destroyed

95

Vital Record Substitutes

¢ Church Records

¢ Land Deeds

¢ Probate Records

* Court Records

¢ Tax Records

96

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 32



Class 2: Massachusetts Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy 4/7/2026

Papers of the War Department
1784-1800

¢ On November 8, 1800, there was a fire at the War
Department

* Revolutionary War pension applications and
bounty land application files were destroyed

* A project was started to rebuild the War
Department Papers, led by Ted Crackel; the
project team visited more than 200 repositories
and about 42,000 documents collected and
scanned

97

#x» —— PAPERS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT —— ###
1784 - 1800

Aboot  News Guides Tesch Tomscribe  Collection \‘.m‘_

Guides

‘How 1o usi T Paroes or i War Dimocrsst Histomear Cosrier

* Browsing Names and Documents * Resources for the Lare Eighreenth Century United
State

+ Sardhinghe Calletion =

* Pakeograply ecsoueces

wardepartmentpapers.org/s/home/page/Guides

98

*  How to Cite Documents.
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GIVEN NAME

FAMILY NAME

Bennett Wheeler
Tiim
Bennett Wheeler
Bennett Wheeler
Bennett

Wheeler

Imemsers  Names

Linked resources

Filterby property Al

recipient

Title Alternate label Class

Document

Kno discusses naval appointments with Whecler

wardepartmentpapers.org
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Payment of Sarah Brooks, nurse at Carlisle Pennsylvania
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Barnstable County

* There was a fire on October 27, 1827, that destroyed the
courthouse

¢ Ithoused the Registry of Deeds, which had 94 volumes
of land records going back to 1783; all but one
volume was lost in the fire

* Many deeds were re-recorded, but sadly not all were
identified; many owners did not keep the original deed
once the property was sold off

108
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WramilySearch  FamilyTree  Search Memories  Getlnvobved  Activities

Recods FullTet Images FamiyTree Genesogies Catalog  Baoks  Wiki

Original deeds left after fire, vol. 61, 1804-1808

Authors Bamstable Count, Register of Deeds (Author)
Barnstable C Massach Register of Deeds (Added Author)
Format Microfiim 35mm
Language Engiish
Publication Date 1970
Publisher Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah
Place of Publication Salt Lake City, Utah
Physical 1 microfim reel; 35 mm
References {Digital Collection) Massachysetts land records, 1620-1956
Notes

Microfilm of manuscript housed in Yarmouth, Registry Office, Barnstable, Massachusetts,

View a digital version of Massachusetts Land Records.

Familysearch
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Barnstable County - Grantee/Grantor Index
(1804-1808)
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Deed Sold by Herman Smith to Edward James
(1806)
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Deeds, recopied, 1783-1870

Authors Barnstable County (Massachusetts), Register of Deeds (Author)
Bamstable County (Massachusetis), Register of Deeds (Added Author)
Format Microfilm 35mm
Language English
Publication Date 1970
Publisher Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah
Place of Publication Salt Lake City, Utah
Physical 18 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.
References (Digital Collection) Massachusetts land records, 16201986
Notes

Microreproduction of ms.

Massachusetts Land Records are available anline, click here

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations
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Familysearch.org
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Alternative Records for
Barnstable County Deeds

¢ Court Records

* Probate records

* Town Records
 Valuation records

* Manuscript Collections

116

Cumberland County, Maine

* InJuly 1866, there was the Great Fire in Portland
that destroyed City Hall

* There was another fire on January 24,1908 at
Portland City Hall that destroyed the county
records

¢ These include the county probates that were kept
in Portland (county seat). City records were saved
from the fire

4/7/2026
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Alternative Records for Cumberland
County (Maine) Probate Records
¢ Court Records

¢ Land Deeds - look for estate sales

* Newspapers — look for obituaries and probate
notices

¢ Town Records

 Valuation records
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Probate Notice ¢ ate of Thomas Slemmons of

Falmouth (Jenk's Portland Gazette, 1799)
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- | 1. The 18th Century in Massachusetts had
= many large historical milestones, which
g created many records.

- | 2. Don't limit research to only census

- records and vital records - seek out as
- many records as you can, including

b= browsable collections on FamilySearch.
= ® 3 Seckoutalternative records where records
- 1

- [ were destroyed by fire.
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- |
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/education
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