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March 2026

Class 5: Piecing it Together: Case Studies

Finding Irish Ancestors: 
A Guide to Civil and Church 
Records

Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Case studies
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Voice of Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist

Case Study #1:
John J. McGrath

John J. McGrath Obituary

M.C.O.F. – Massachusetts Catholic Order of Foresters
Fraternal organization, with death benefits
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tiara.ie/forest.php

Index Page – John McGrath

Name Lodge Name

Lodge 
No.

Locality

Age at 
Initiation

Date of 
Init.

Date of 
Death

Application 
No.

John McGrath, Application Copies of originals acquired 
from Tiara
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John McGrath, Application, p. 2

What good is this with no 
names? Actually, offers a lot 
of detail we can work with.

FGS – John McGrath as Child

Naturalization Record - 1897
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Knockanore Catholic 
Parish is in Civil 

Parish of Kilcockan

Family of Maurice McGrath

• John, b. 1862

• Brother, died at 8 days

• Brother, b. ca. 1867

• Brother, b. ca. 1869

• Brother, b. ca. 1871

• Brother, b. ca. 1873

• Sister, b. ca. 1873

• Brother, b. ca. 1875

• John, bp. 12 Apr 1862

• Wm., bp. 12 Apr 1862

• Denis, b. 19 Aug 1866*

• Alice (twin), b. 10 Jan 1868†

• Michael (twin), b. 10 Jan 1868

• Patrick, b. 12 Jan 1870

• Mary, b. 14 Dec 1871

• Maurice, b. 12 May 1873

• Thomas, bp. 23 Nov 1874

• James, b. 29 Jul 1877†

Knocknore Parish Recs.M.C.O.F. Application

John McGrath’s Family?
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QUESTIONS?

Case Study #2:
William C. Hughes

The Hope Dispatch – 19 Aug 1926
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William C. Hughes
• b. Ireland, ca. 1845

• Settled in Kansas, 1886

• m. Bridget Jeffers

• Was Catholic at time of death, so likely Catholic at 
birth

• Per census, 4 of the children born in Ireland 

Children of William and 
Bridget (Jeffers) Hughes

• William - b. 1878 Ireland
• Stephen – b. 1879 Ireland
• James - b. 1883 Ireland
• Mary - b. 1886 Ireland
• Patrick- b. 1889 Kansas
• Margaret - b. 1894 Kansas

Tip
Always work from the 

known to the unknown

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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William Hughes, b. 1878, Ireland
• Known:
– William Hughes, son of William and Bridget 

(Jeffers) Hughes
– b. Ireland, ca. 1878
– Should be in civil birth registration

• Unknown:
– Exact date of birth
– Where in Ireland

rootsireland.ie

Baptism Results
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William Hughes, b. 1879, Co. Mayo 
Civil Record Abstract

William Hughes, b. 1879, Co. Mayo 
Church Record Abstract

Tip
Eliminate any other 

search hits
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Baptism Results

Search of Other Irish Born Children

Search Results – Births/Baptisms

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/30/2026

11

Civil Record Abstracts

• b. 4 Jan 1879, Ballinlough, Claremorris 
District, Co. Mayo

William 
Hughes 

• b. 23 Sep 1880, Ballinlough, Claremorris 
District, Co. MayoStephen Hughes

• b. 8 Apr 1883, Cullentragh, Claremorris 
District, Co. MayoJames Hughes

• b. 31 May 1885, Ballinlough, Claremorris 
District, Co. MayoMary Hughes

irishgenealogy.ie

Civil Records
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Marriage Search Results

Marriage of William & Bridget

Marriages generally take place in the 
parish of the bride.
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Church Record Abstract

registers.nli.ie

Mayo Abbey Page
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William Hughes & Bridget Jeffers 
Church Marriage

1878

Family in Ireland

Where to turn next?

• Find James Jeffers in 
Griffiths Valuation
• Bridget born ca. 1853, 

within the sphere of 
Griffiths

• Seek baptism record of 
Bridget Jeffers
• Bridget perhaps 

baptized in Abbey Mayo 
Parish

Marriage of William & Bridget

Bridget residing in 
the townland of 

Tawnylough
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townlands.ie

Civil Parish of 
Mayo

askaboutireland.ie

Civil Parishes

Griffith’s Valuation
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rootsireland.ie

Tip
If searching databases 

account for nicknames and 
spelling variations

rootsireland.ie

This search resulted in only 
the birth of Bridget already 

found

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/30/2026

17
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Jeffers, b. 1855 (+/- 10 yrs); 
Father given name: James

Co. Mayo

Tip
Always look at original 

documents

James’ and Nancy’ Children
• William Jeffers, bapt. 8 Aug 1847 (abstracted as 1 

April 1847)

• Ann Jeffers, bapt. 25 May 1852 (abstracted as 1 
Jan 1852)

• Bridget (as Biddy) Jeffers, bapt. 17 March 1855

• Catherine Jeffers, bapt. 28 Feb 1858

• Margaret Jiffers, bapt. 24 Feb 1861

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/30/2026

18

James Jeffers’ Wife
• Wife’s names: 
– 1847: Ann Carny
– 1852: Ann Canning (actually Carney in original 

record)
– 1855: Nancy Carny
– 1858, 1861: Anne Carney

Death of James Jeffers?

Death of Anne (Carney) Jeffers?

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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James & Nancy (Carney) Jeffers FGS

QUESTIONS?

Case Study #3:
Miles/Harron Families
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Information of Family in North 
America – Canada & U.S.

1871 Canadian Census: Arran, Bruce, 
Ontario

Tip
Exhaust everything you 

can before traveling
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johngrenham.com

igp-web.com

bapt.
1/10/1826

Child’s Name:
John

Father’s Name:
Walter

Father’s Surname:
Miles

Mother’s Name:
Catherine

Mother’s Surame:
Walter

Walter Myles & Catherine Harron
• Questions:

– Who are the parents of Walter Myles & Catherine 
Harron?

– When and where did they marry?

• Walter Myles (b. Ireland, ca. 1793; d. prob. 
Carricknahorna, Co. Donegal, Ireland, 1847)

• Catherine Harron (b. Ireland, ca. 1795; d. 
Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal, Ireland, 4 Feb 1883)

• Known children: John (1826); Catherine (1830); 
George (1833); Eliza (1839)
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Supplied Information

Information and timeline form 
supplied by Mary J. Sayles

Supplied Information

Information and timeline form 
supplied by Mary J. Sayles

Places of Interest in Ireland
• MILES/MYLES Surname:
– Carricknahorna, Co. Donegal

• HARRON/HARON Surname:
– Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal

• What jurisdictional level are these places?

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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Carricknahorna
• Townland: Carricknahorna

• Civil Parish: Kilbarron

• Church of Ireland Parish: Kilbarron

• Poor Law Union: Ballyshannon

• Registrar’s District: Ballintra

• Barony: Tirhu

familysearch.org

Catherine Miles, 1883 Death

1883, Fourth February, Ballintra, Drumholm
Catherine Myles, female, widow, 88 years
Widow of Walter Myles, a Farmer
Cause: Dropsey and Natural decay, 2 months
Informant: Catherine Myles, dau of deceased, Ballintra

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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Ballyshannon
• Townland: Ballintra

• Civil Parish: Drumholm (now Drumhome)

• Church of Ireland Parish: n/a

• Poor Law Union: Ballyshannon

• Registrar’s District: Ballintra

• Barony: Tirhugh

Understand Geography
• Compiled by Andrew 

Kane

• Published by Ulster 
Historical Foundation

• Maps, alphabetical list 
of townlands, etc.

Map 32 – Barony of Tirhugh

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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Map 32 – Barony of Tirhugh

Townland of 
Carricknahorna

Church of Ireland Records

Carricknahorna

Kilbarron, COI, Co. Donegal records were 
held by the local parish, so not 

destroyed in the Four Courts Fire (1922)

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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PRONI – Guide to Church Records

Kilbarron COI Parish

Going Through Microfilm @ PRONI

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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Kilbarron COI, MIC1/156

MIC1/156/1, item 1, Baptisms

MIC1/156/1, item 1, Baptisms
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Abstracting/Notes

johngrenham.com

Tracking Information
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MIC1/148/1 – item 1

Scratches in the middle of the 
microfilm – ran throughout the 

entire film

Research
• Took three days

• I took 197 photos on my iPhone

• Created a Research Log of the photos

• Abstracted all the information to spreadsheets:
– MILES/MYLES of Kilbarron
– HERON/HARON of Drumhome

Research Photo Log - Indexes

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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Research Photo Log - Indexes

Abstracts Compiled of Myles Families
Years: 1785-1867
Identified “households”: 13

Abstracts Compiled of Heron 
Families

Years: 1783-1845
Identified “households”: 41

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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Abstracts Compiled of Heron 
Families

Years: 1783-1845
Identified “households”: 41

Spreadsheet Items

Catherine Heron baptized in 
Drumhome

• Began in 1800, worked backward
– Catherine, bapt. 8 April 1798 of George & Margaret 

(Oliver) Heron of Rathtinny
– Catherine bapt. 23 April 1797 of Patrick & Mary 

(Spence) Heron of Drimhory (likely now 
Dromore)

– Catherine, bapt. 6 Jan. 1793 of Andrew & Margaret 
(Lytle) Heron of Carrick West
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Irish Naming Traditions
• 1st son named for father’s father

• 2nd son named for mother’s father

• 3rd son named for father

• 1st daughter named for mother’s mother

• 2nd daughter named for father’s mother

• 3rd daughter named for mother

Identified Children of Walter & 
Catherine (Harron) Myles

1. Margaret, bapt. Drumhome, 8 May 1823

2. Jane, bapt. Drumhome, 3 Jan. 1825

3. John, b. Carricknahorna, 1 Oct. 1826

4. Catherine, bapt. Kilbarron, 5 Dec. 1830

5. George, bapt. Kilbarron, 6 Jan. 1833

6. Catherine, b. Carricknahorna, 1 Oct. 1834

7. Eliza, b. Carricknahorna, 16 Oct. 1839

Potential Parents Based on 
Children’s Names

Class 5: Finding Irish Ancestors
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Parents of Walter & Catherine?
• Walter Myles is 
– Likely the son of a John and Jane (_____) Myles
– Kilbarron records did not go back far enough to 

prove this

• Catherine is 
– Probably baptized 8 April 1798 at Drumhome

Parish
– Daughter of George & Margaret (Oliver) of 

Rathtinny townland

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations
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AmericanAncestors.org/finding-irish-ancestors-guide-civil-and-church-records

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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