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Townlands

 Why is it important to identify?
— Important location identifier

— Often the address given in parish records, estate
records, court records, newspapers, and
naturalization records

— Townlands can distinguish individuals with same
name
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Civil Parish

* Collection of usually 25-30 townlands

e Grew out of the Church of Ireland parishes

» Often share the name of the COI parish
* Can cross county borders

» Referred to in census, taxes and land surveys

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Why are Civil Parishes important?

e Tithe Applotment Books (1823-1838)

e QGriffith’s Valuation (1847-1864)
— Organized by Civil Parish
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Poor Law Union

1838 Poor Law Act established relief system of
workhouses

e Workhouse situated in a market town

Poor Law Union takes its name from market town

e 163 Poor Law Unions

e 1851: Dispensary Districts created to assign a
doctor to each district
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Census Records

e Taken every 10 years beginning in 1821 up to
1911

e 1821-1851, fragments exist (bulk destroyed in
Four Courts in 1922)

e 1861-1891, destroyed by order of government
e 1901 and 1911available online

©American Ancestors ; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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1821, 1831, 1841, 1851
Census Fragments

nationalarchives.ie/collections/search-the-census-c19/

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 14
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Census Fragment Search

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Census Fragment Abstract

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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1901, 1911 Censuses

nationalarchives.ie/collections/search-the-census/
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1911 Census Search Result
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Tithe Applotments, 1823-1837

e Tithed a tenth of
produce to COI clergy

e Farmers living on an
acre or more had to tithe

e All denominations paid
tithe

e Tithes abolished in 1838
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Strengths and weaknesses

Strengths

e May be the only record for

parishes where no pre-1850
church registers exist

May be the only record set
to identify an ancestor if
they emigrated before the
Great Famine

One of the earliest records
representing the poor in
Ireland

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Weaknesses

Not every occupier like
Griffith’s Valuation

Cities and towns not
included

No standard format — every
parish different

Placename issues

23
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Dealing with Placenames in Tithes

 Standardization of placenames through Ordnance
survey 1n 1830s

— Townlands and parishes divided

— Many placenames renamed

e How to identify current placename
— Obtain list of townlands in Civil parish
— Can you find similar names, total area in Griffith's?

— Utilize online placename websites

* Logainm.ie

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Where do you find these records?

Online Originals and microfilms

e NationalArchives.ie  Originals

— Republic of Ireland — PRONI, Belfast
e PRONI — National Archives, Dublin

— FIN/5 via eCatal

/5 via eCatalogue e Microfilms all Ireland

e Familysearch.org — National Library Ireland

— Republic of Ireland only — National Archives

— Northern Ireland images accessible

only at FS center or FS library — Family Search

e Ancestry has online searchable
indexes for all of Ireland but no
images

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Valuation Records

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Townland Valuation Act of 1826

* Sought to assess the value of land and buildings
throughout Ireland

e Using the information collected, a calculation
would then be made regarding the annual tax
amount to be charged to each property

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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©Americ

Tenement Valuation

1846 Valuation Act: tenement rather than townland
used as a measure of valuation. For areas where
valuation already took place or was underway, the
use of the townland valuation remained in use until
the passage of the 1852 Valuation Act. Previous work
reassessed to change to tenement valuation

“Tenement” pertained to lands, buildings, bogs, etc.

More widely known as Griffith's Valuation

an Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 28
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Sir Richard Griffith

 Civil engineer and
geologist

 Made Boundary
Commaissioner, 1824

e Head of valuation

e Griffith’s Primary
Valuation
— Published instructions
— Native Irish surveyors

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Why use Griffith’s Valuation?

» Gateway to 19t century e
research Bt oS

COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON.
4 BARONY OF ATHLONE.

 Ability to identify exact UNTON OF A

THLON L.

. .
sad Lotiars | Nues, Ratesble Assual Valuation, | Total Ansal
Slte | Description of Tenement. Am | Tilutlen
Mep. | Towsiads snd Oresplen. mmediate Lesons, Laad, Bulldiogs. | “Preperty,
ARDAGAWNA. anre| ead|l £adl Baa
0. 8. 62

1 —dames Kileen, .| Thomas M, Noghton, | Land, . . .| 7010|800 - 5o

P - am Watson, -
CC O » A James Watson, | Bems, . .fLend, . L .| 88 318 { 95 0 - 980
() (an 34 O} wetterviven, . Same, et ks oS 4808 0 Bl | L R

l I l I e -3 o E s i i
SuS - S S 1 n a” |Jobn Shine, . . |Walter Dilln, . .| House,offies,andland, 5 110| 8 0 0| 015 0| 815 0

g R

-5 4 s i vy —
-8 Edward Corle, . . | Thomas M. Naghten, 4| Offices and land, .| 10 280| 0 0 0] 110 o™ ©

-2 avd, . . .| % 02s| 10 00 -
o o |James Nolan, . Sems, . . |House,offce,andland) 6 320| 4 0 0] 010 0| 410 0
Waltar Dillon, frae - 180
1 Edward Coyle, ; Same, « o|lama . . .J120dommo - 013 0
James Killen, . {oeo - 060
8 @ | iichuel Fallon,. '+ | Walter Dillon, . | Houseandland, .| 8 0 0| 1 0 0| o010 0| 110 0
o 9 @ |Thomas Reddington,. Same, . .| House,ofices,andlacd) & 120| 9 0 0| 015 0| 218 0

10 Mid. G, W. Railwsy & :
OW e 1 ‘; e Royal Canal Co,, .|Infee, . . .|Ralway(1ddiin pers)| 4 020 - - 410 0
Total, . .|242 2 0|18115 0| 8 0 0|14 5 0
(AI(DKEENAN.)
Ord. 8o, 51 & 64

a | Joseph Lynch, . 1| Hoase, office, & 1and, 50/ 010 0| 415 0
b | Peter Gillespie, . || House and land, 1150( 060 200
¢ | Edward Kearns, ouse, offiee, & land, 115 0( 016 0 230 0
d | Thots Murray, ouse, offie, & land, 410 0| 010 of 370 0
° . ° ¢ |John Murray, . ouse, office, &land, 210 0| 016 0 8 5 0
/| Poter Murmy, . ouse and Jand, 310 0/ 05 0f 3150
. ¢ | Patrick Murray, . jouse and land, 8360 0160 400
— 1 | Peter Lyon Danlel Cruise, . an S 06 1497 [{ 8 0 0 - 800
h | Bryau Higg Housé, ofices, &land, 5150/ 1 00| 61850
i | William Griffin, . House and lu 400 010 0f 410 0
14 | Michuel Griffin, . House and land, 110 0 010 0f 2 0 0
|% | Mary Keamey, - House and lind, ool os 0| 0160
. —{Loughlin Lennon, b 0 110 0 - 110 0
~—| Patrick Dolan, . Tand,  » g1 o - g1 o
(3(: n m (: ~—{Bryan Cutley, + and, . . 00 - 0
O O 1 S a l I S oSk Naem, © ) House,offices, & land, 1915 0| 01 1410 0
2 ~—+Denis Noghten, . Bame, Land, . o8 180(J13156 O — 1815 0
4 ey i o | Land, 500 - 500
- b |Unoocupied, . .|John Naghten, . . |Houss, . . - - 010 0| 010 0
- ¢ | Unoecupied, . . Smne, . ofHouse, . . . - - 010 0| 010 ©
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= VALUATION OF TENEMENTS.

Col. 1: Lot
PARISH OF RBILDEMOCE.

Number ‘ —
3 Lotters Names, Rateable Annuoal Valuation. otal Annual
and letter fesceto Dexcription of Tenement. Area. J'é;'ii‘i‘},
Ap. Townlands and Occupicrs. Immediate Lessors. Land. Buildings. Propenty.
on map
PAUGHANSTOWN A B Pl £ a8 d| £ 5 d] £ & d
& continued, _‘
IE d | Patrick Rourke, . + | Andrew Maginness, .} House, . : : —_ — 0 8 0 ; 0 8 0
A a . - ; House,offices,andland,| 87 0 8 31 10 O 1 0 0[],
il } Alexandcr Miles, .| John Trimble, . Lind, ~ 1 9 30 0 _ ]-Ja 10 0
— A b | Mary Brennan, . + | Alexander Miles, House, . — — 0 6 0 0 60
- ¢ | William Miles, . . Same, . . | House and garden, 0 010 01 0 0 6 0 09 7 0
}3 a |Yeter Toaffa, . . | John Trimble, . . pHouse,oftices,andland,] 190 0 33| 16 0 9 015 0O 1315 0
A a ; : Jouse,ofiices,nndland,] 11 2 14 1015 0 1 5 0
e rancis Tanfle, . . Same, . { and, i . ) 3 037 110 0 - }»!3 10 0
Vacant, . . . | Franeis Taaffe, . . use, . . By —_ — c 6 6 0 6 0
a | Patrick Walsh, . « | John Trimble, . % use, offices,andland,] 15 2 25 13 2 0 D18 0 I4 0 0
g Patrick Maginness, . Same, . . d, . . . 9 236 410 0 — 410 ¢
a | Patrick Maginness, . Same, . se,offices, andland,] 13 0 20 G615 0 1 0 ¢ 715 0
James Walsh Same . uf 8 D2zl ¢ 00 — Il 0 o0
COl 2: a £ * = ,offices,andland,] 17 3 0 1215 0O 15 0,§
: b | Micheel M'Cartney, .|James Walsh, . . . . . —_ —_ 7 0 0 7 0
a | Philip Murphy, . | Jobn Trimble, . . house and land,| 6 3 20 315 0O b 0 4 0 0
Townland Owen M'Enany, Siiic v go5|f 210 0 210 0
and name .Thomns M'Enany, 8% = 1 210 0 210 0
tl: }31'_\‘8-!1 %um. . - Same, . . ces,andland,| 12 0 9 5 8 0 0 g g 0
: ames Bun, . .|BryanBurmm, . . ; — — 0 0
of occupier | ¢ Henry Murphy, . . |John Trimble, . esandlond; 18 233) 6 5 o ol 7 0 0
Eo) a |John Killeen, . . Same, . land, .| 16 3 2 8 00 .810 0
I 24 a | Margeret Steen, . Same, . . s.andland,; 19 112 16 0 O 1 i7 00
\ \
Landlord and Columns: Total
description area in English
of tenement
I . acres and
Griffith’s Valuation
annual value
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68. VALUATION OF TENEMENTS.
PARISEHE OF IRILDEMOCE.
No. snd Letters Names. Rateable Annual Valuation. Total Annual
of Refererce to Dezscription of Tenement, Ares. ;:!le 'ﬁa
Aap, Townlands 2nd Qecupicrs. Immediate Lessors, Land. Buildings, Property.
PAUGHANSTOWN A B Pl £ o d| £ s d]| £ s d.
continued, _‘
- d__| Patrick Rourke, . | Andrew Maginness, .} House, . i 2 — — 0 8 0 0 8 0
124 a X . g House,offices,nndland,| 37 0 8 31 10 0 1 0 0/[].,-
- } Alexandcr Miles, . | John Trimble, . Yanil. R T 3 0 0 _ J—Ja 10 0
— A & | Mary Brennan, . . { Alesander Miles, : House, ; — —_ 0 6 0 0 6 o0
- ¢ | William Miles, . . Same, . . | House and gnrdcn. . 0 010 010 0 6 0 0 7 0
o Peter Taxffer— 1 Joimr Trimble, T Houseoitees,md o300 33— 10— I 5— 0115159
I4 a atlqr : House,ofiices,and land,] 11 2 14] 1015 0 1 50
14 } Francis Taafle, . . Same, . i B B g 8 }13 10 0
- A b 1YVacant, . . . | Franeis Taaffe, . . House, y ; . —_ — 0 6 © 0 6 0
15 a | Patrick Walsh, . « | Johin Trimble, . .| House, offices,andland,] 15 223 13 2 0 I8 0 4 0 0
16 ——Latrick Maginness. . Same, . .| Land, . 0 236 410 D — 410 0
17 a | Patrick Maginness, . Same, . . Housc,ofﬁccs rmdhnd 13 020 ‘ G615 0 1 00 715 0
18 a : Land, i 8§ 022 6 0 v —_ }
- D a dnmesfivalsh, . : Same, . { House offices, :mdlaml 19 3 0 1215 O 1 5 0 j“m &0
- & | Michael M‘Cartney, . [ James Walsh, . . Houae, . —_ —_— 0 7 0 0 7 0
19 a I(’;hilip thhll]rphy' . | John Trimble, . .| Herd’s house and Iand 6 320 ; 315 ¢ 05 0 ‘é g g
~—f5 Owen nany, . 210 0 —_— 1
2 _3dThomas M+Enmny, } Same, . .fLand. . . . T 32N 539 o - 210 0
21 a | Bryan Burn, . : Same, . . | House,offices,andland,| 12 0 9 5 8 0| 012 0 6 0 O
- b |James Burn, . + | Bryan Burn, . . | House, . — —_ 0 6 0 0 6 0
P a [ Henry Munphy, . . | John Trimble, . + | House, offices. and lnnd 13 2 33 8 5 0 015 0 9 0 0
23 a |John Killeen, . . Same, . . | House and land, .l 16 8 2 8 00 010 0| 810 0O
2 G | Margaret Steen, g Same, . « | House,offices.andland,} 19 1 12| 16 0 0 1 0 0} 17 0 O

Paughanstown, Kildemock, Co. Louth

Griffith’s Valuation
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Askaboutireland.com

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 34
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Land leased
by
Alexander
Miles to
Mary
Brennan,
House,
Valuation:
s6

Paughanstown, O.S. Map

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Land leased
by Alexander
Miles to
William
Miles, House
and Garden,
Valuation: s7

Land leased
by John
Trimble to
Alexander
Miles, over
44 acres,
Valuation:
&£35510
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Griffith’s Valuation

House valued at 15s, 10s, One or two room structure with mud walls and a thatched or turf

8s, or less roof
RGN RS G E IR TR Frequently referred to as a “cottier” or “laborer”; in some
situations, the laborer worked on the landlord’s land for a few

pence a day.

Tenancy was “year by year” or sometimes referred to as “tenant at
will”; it didn’t mean that you could be thrown off the land at whim

by the landowner!
L ITEERVT FERTE [TE T e a8 Walls built of stone or brick with a thatch roof; some might have a

£2 or £5 second level or “dormer.”
BTG R [ 8 SN RN Small or medium farms; the tenant usually paid their rent in cash.

and thirty acres An occupier considered to be a medium farmer usually had a lease.

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 36
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Poor Relief (Ireland) Act, 1838

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Identifying Poor Law Union

e Watch Understanding Irish Land Divisions
(AmericanAncestors.org)

* Watch Researching Famine Irish Ancestors in
Irelands Poor Law Unions
(AmericanAncestors.org)

e Need to know:
— Townland OR
— Civil Parish

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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JohnGrenham.com

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 41
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Published Townlands

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Benefits of Using

 Vital information (births, deaths) pre-date
inception of civil registration in 1864

e May exist when other records were destroyed
e Offer insight into life in a community

* May discover potential relatives of your ancestors

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Records

e Minute Books
e Correspondence
* Accounts

e Statistics
 Outdoor Relief
* Dispensary

* Assessment

e Rate Books

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Workhouse

— Administration

— Inmates (aka Indoor
Relief)

— Infirmary

Returns of Births and
Deaths

Vaccination

Miscellaneous

a4
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Indoor Relief Registers

e Admission number
e Name and surname

e Sex and age

e Marital status for adults (single,

married, widowed, widower)

e Children situation (orphaned,
deserted, illegitimate)

* Occupation

e Religious denomination

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Description of disability (if any)
Given name of spouse
Number of children

Condition of pauper on admission
(clothing, cleanliness)

Electoral division & townland of
residence

Admission date (or birth if born
in workhouse)

Date of discharge (or death in
workhouse)
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Indoor Relief Register — page 1

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Ballyemoney (Co. Antrim) Indoor Relief

Register, admitted 14 Dec. 1846 (via PRONI)
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Indoor Relief Register — page 2

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Ballyemoney (Co. Antrim) Indoor Relief

Register, admitted 14 Dec. 1846 (via PRONI)

a7
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Indoor Relief Register, page 1

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Cashel (Co. Tipperary) Indoor Relief
Register, January 1848 (via
TipperaryStudies)
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Indoor Relief Register, page 2

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Cashel (Co. Tipperary) Indoor Relief
Register, January 1848 (via
TipperaryStudies)

49




Outdoor (Out-) Relief

e Begun after extension to Poor Relief (Ireland) Act
was enacted 8 June 1847

* Found only for 8 PLUs: Ballymoney (Co. Antrim),
Larne (Co. Antrim), Armagh (Co. Armagh),
Newry (Co. Armagh), Downpatrick (Co. Down),
Rathdown (Co. Dublin), Enniskillen (Co.
Fermanagh), Lowtherstown [Irvinestown] (Co.
Fermanagh)

American Ancestors ; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Out-Relief Registers

e Name of person

e Date when relief

supplied
* Sex
 Age

 Employment

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

t

Marital status
Name of spouse

Number of children

Date of application for
relief

Electoral division and
townland of residence
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Out-Relief Register

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Ballymoney (Co. Antrim) Out-Relief
Register, November 1848 (via PRONI)
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©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Land Records

e Registry of Deeds — Dublin

e Landed Estates
— Not government generated records
— Primarily in northern Ireland

— Reveal those who didn't actually own land

— When used with Griffith’s Valuation, offers insight
to locations

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

55



Class 2: Finding Irish Ancestors

Registry of Deeds (ROD)

e Opened in 1708, Dublin - part of the Penal Laws
e Parties draw up a deed and decide to register it

e A memorial (copy or summary of the deed) is prepared by
solicitor (attorney)

 Solicitor presents memorial and original deed at ROD
 ROD swears witness to memorial, registers it, gives it a number

e C(lerk transcribes memorial into large transcript volumes for
public access; notes volume, page, and memorial number; files
memorial in ROD vault; original deed returned to solicitor

e In early 19th c., ROD began creating abstracts of memorials

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Records and indexes

e QOver 2 million deeds memorialized between
1708 and 1929

* Deeds could be leases, assignments, sales,
marriage settlements, mortgages and rent charges,
wills, bills of discovery

e Grantors index (no index to grantees, but online
indexing in progress)

e Lands index (townland or address)

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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irishdeedsindex.net

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 58
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Index of Memorial transcriptions

Index of transcription of original
grantor index

'

Index of transcription of original
townland index

Search transcriptions of the
memorials

Search options

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Search page — Memorial transcriptions

Searched body of memorial
transcription for: Ardstraw

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Search page — Memorial transcriptions

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Memorial transcript

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Takes you to the page
at FamilySearch.org
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Original Memorial Transcription

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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What are landed estates?

* Begun with the 17t century Plantation of Ulster

e Cromwellian Restoration and Williamite land
settlements continued the practice

e System in which a single individual holds title to
the lands ranging from 1,000 acres to 100,000
acres and leases to farmers and other tenants

 In effect until the late 1800s, early 1900s when
Acts of Parliament broke them up

©American Ancestors ; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

64



Class 2: Finding Irish Ancestors

Landed Estates

e Owners of the larger estates (upwards of 100,000
acres) were usually members of the aristocracy
who may have had several estates in Ireland and
Britain

e Smaller estates of 1,000 to 3,000 acres were often
owned by more modest farmers and the records
may not survive,

e Almost all landowners were members of the
Church of Ireland.

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Landowners

Lessee/Tenant

Landed Estate System

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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What are estate records?

e Documents generated by administration of landed
estates

 Prior to 20th c. majority land owned by large and
small estates

e Landowner was a member of nobility, landed
gentry or Church of Ireland clergy

e Land could be held by others such as the London
guilds and various companies

American Ancestors ; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Estate records

Strengths

e Excellent resource for
18 ¢. and early 19 c.
ancestors

e Useful source for
searching poor ancestors

 One of the few record
sets that may survive in
an area where church
records start late

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Weaknesses

Most rental and tenant's
lists document only major
tenants

Limited time periods

Not all areas of Ireland
had large landed estates

Some records destroyed or
still in private hands
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What do they contain?

e Leases and lease books

 Rentals, rent books and tenant lists
* Maps

e Correspondence

e Emigration lists and eviction records
e Account books

e Manor Court Records

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Anatomy of a Lease

e Name of the lessor (the landowner)

e Name of the lessee (the tenant)

e Location of the farm
e Rent to be paid
e Tenure of the lease

* Conditions required of the lessee

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Estate parishes of Barony Strabane Lower

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Earl of Ranfurly (Knox family) estate records,
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Wills

e Consistorial Courts
— Under authority of the Church of Ireland
— Abolished their testamentary authority in 1857
— Records deposited in the Public Record Office

* Prerogative Court

— Dealt with properties worth more than £ 5in a
second diocese

e Most destroyed in 1922
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familysearch.org/en/search/collection/4496119
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The Probate Act (1857)

e Gave testamentary authority to:
— Principal Registry in Dublin
— 11 District Registries

* Principal Registry took the place of the
Prerogative Court & covered Dublin and
surrounding area

e Transcripts were made in district registries and
originals sent on the Principal Registry
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nationalarchives.ie/collections/genealogy-website/
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Will Registers 1858-1900 Search

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

92



Class 2: Finding Irish Ancestors

Thomas Myles’
Will Transcript

T EREEy
5 4

Thomas Myles - Transcript
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Valuable Resource
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AmericanAncestors.org/finding-irish-ancestors-guide-civil-and-church-records
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