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March 2026

Class 1: Understanding Civil Registration

Finding Irish Ancestors: 
A Guide to Civil and Church 
Records

Meet today’s presenter

Judy Lucey
Special Collections Manager

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• History and administration
• Birth, Marriage, and Death Records
• Access
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Voice of
Judy Lucey
Special Collections Manager

Session overview

Introduction 

Historical Overview
Administrative Divisions

Superintendent Registrar
Local registrar

How it all works

Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths

Birth records
What they contain
Delayed Registrations

Marriage records
What they contain

Death records

Online records

Irishgenealogy.ie
Online Indexes
Other helpful Irish 
websites

Key dates

1845 (Partial)

Registration of non-Catholic marriages 
(including Protestant, Jewish, and 
registry office ceremonies) 
commenced, April 1, 1845

1864 (Full)

Mandatory civil registration began for 
all births, deaths, and Catholic 
marriages on January 1, 1864

1922 (System split)

Following the partition of Ireland, 
records were split between the General 
Register Office (GRO) in Dublin and the 
General Register Office of Northern 
Ireland (GRONI) in Belfast.
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Civil Registration in Ireland
• Births: Records older 

than 100 years

• Marriages: Records 
older than 75 years

• Deaths: Records older 
than 50 years

Mary Hogan and Patrick Lucey 
on their wedding day,1901

Who should use it?
• Researchers whose 

ancestors left Ireland 
later in the 19th or 20th
centuries

• Researchers who may 
have a line of the family 
that never left Ireland

1916 obituary of 
Patrick Dwyer

Need to know

Where in Ireland Surname variant 
spellings

Frequency of 
names in one area

Administrative 
Division Names
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Tip
Know your 

Administrative 
Divisions

How are the records organized

Registra on originally organized around Poor Law Unions (PLU). 

These (PLU) served as Superintendent Registrar's District. 

Local registrars were often the medical officers of dispensary 
districts.  Therefore, local registrar names can some mes be 
different from Superintendent Registrar District name.

Registration 
District Maps
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Shane Wilson website - swilson.info

Shane Wilson website - swilson.info

Main district  
office in Kinsale

Ballymartle Local 
Registrar Office

How was your ancestor’s life event 
recorded?

Local Registrar District

Ancestor ‘s parent or 
neighbor reports 
event, is recorded at 
Local Registrar’s office

Superintendent Registrar District

Receives register, 
creates copy and 
sends to General 
Records Office (before 
1922)

General Registrar Office

Create national index, 
issue certificates and 
copies
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Edward Hogan 
1793-1853 
m.  1830

Eliza Collins

Patrick Hogan
1841-1904

m. 1870
Never left Ireland

Mary Hogan
1876-1945

Immigrant to 
Boston, arrives 

1897

Charles Pierce 
1801 – 1866

m. 1829
Mary Leary 
1809-1869

Ellen Pierce 
1843-1918

m.1870
Visited Boston, 

returned to Ireland

Who on the family tree would have a civil 
registration record?

Civil Birth 
record

Civil marriage 
and death 

record

No civil 
records

Possible 
civil death  

records

Civil 
marriage and 
death record

Birth Records

Birth record information
• The date and place of birth 
– In large cities will usually have a street address
– In rural areas  the name of the Townland

• Child’s name and gender

• Father’s name and occupation 

• Mother’s maiden name

• Registration details
– Informant, their signature, and date of registration
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Birth record listed in register

Registrar Information

Local 
Registrar 
Signature

Superintendent 
Registrar

“Patrick Minogue Registrar of Births ad Deaths in the 
District of Feakle in the Union of Scariff in the County of 
Clare…this is a true copy of the Registrar’s Book of 
Births…”

SDR – “I have examined the above and compare it with the original 
Registrar’s Book, and hereby certify that it is a true Copy”

Government issued birth certificate
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Tip
Early registrations of 

BMD’s from 
1864–1884 were
Under reported!

Why??

• Had to register within three months of birth

• If not, had to pay stiff fines

• Often lied about birth date or failed to record it if too much time passed

• Had to register within three months of birth

• If not, had to pay stiff fines

• Often lied about birth date or failed to record it if too much time passed

Financial Penalties for Late Registration:

• Travel from remote or rural areas resulted in lower compliance rates

• Administrative improvements were made around 1880.

• Travel from remote or rural areas resulted in lower compliance rates

• Administrative improvements were made around 1880.

Administrative and Geographical Barriers:

• Population was partly illiterate and often hostile toward the state's 
authority. 

• Population was partly illiterate and often hostile toward the state's 
authority. 

Cultural Resistance:

More reasons why…

• Was a manual process!!

• Some births accidently excluded and missing 
from the National Master Index

Clerical Errors in CopyingClerical Errors in Copying

• Later with old-age pensions and new 
employment laws needed proof of birth

Lack of Incentive to reportLack of Incentive to report
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Let’s look at a delayed 
birth record

Baptism Mary Hogan 01 Sep 1876, 
birthdate 31 Aug 1876

Official Birth, 14 Sept 1877, Mary Hogan

Class 1: Finding Irish Ancestors

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/2/2026

10

Tip
Review Local Registrar 

District records if 
possible

rootsireland.ie

County Limerick Civil Registration records on rootsireland.ie
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QUESTIONS?

Marriage Records

Civil Marriages in Ireland
• 6,114 marriages recorded in 1845
– 4118 marriages from the Established Church
– 1586 in Presbyterian Meeting Houses
– 348 in Registrar’s Office

• Catholic marriages in first year (1864)
– 27, 373  recorded by the Catholic Church
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Marriage records contain
• Full name of Bride and Groom 

– Sometimes their ages are provided
– Or it may just say “Full Age” (over 21)

• Their places of residence (at the time of the marriage)

• Father’s names and occupation

• Whether the parent was deceased at time of marriage

• Witnesses’ names, name of clergy, name of chapel and 
location

Civil Marriage Certificate of 
Ellen Pierce and Patrick Hogan, 1870

Example of marriage in 
Registrar’s Office

16 Oct 1889 
Alfred Saul, “full age”, Bachelor, Soldier 1st Middlesex, Buttevant Barracks,  

George Saul, Tailor
Catherine Lucey, “full age”, Spinster, Domestic Servant, Buttevant, 

Jeremiah Lucey, Laborer
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What potential records 
can we use next?

• British Military records

• Look for couple in 1901 
and 1911 censuses (living 
in Kendal, Cumbria, 
England)
– 5 children (two born in 

Ireland)
– Occupation of Alfred 

(Postmaster)

• Civil registration records 
in England and Ireland

Cannot go further back than this 1866 marriage

1868 birth Mary Lucey 
Townland

Rossnagussane
Parish Ballyclough

1870 birth 
Catherine Lucey  
Townland Brittas 
Parish Kilshannig

Lucey Family on the move
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Death Records

What do they contain?
• Name of deceased, occupation

• Age, place of death

• Cause of death

• Who reported the event

• Date of death, date reported to civil authorities

Tip
Maiden name of 

married female not 
recorded!
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Example of Death record
1919 death record of Norah Lucey, wife of Jeremiah, 
residence New Street, Buttevant, Co. Cork

Example of death in a 
Workhouse or Hospital
Death record of Jeremiah “Jerry” Lucey died at the 

Workhouse in Mallow, Co. Cork, on 
19 Nov 1923 at the age of 83 years

Informant John O’Donovan, Occupier at the 
Workhouse

Tip
Father’s name sometimes 
listed for deceased adult 

daughter 
(Northern Counties)
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Tip
In the Republic of Ireland 

parents’ names do not 
appear on death records 

until 2005

Civil Marriage Certificate of 
Ellen Pierce and Patrick Hogan, 1870

Using Griffiths Valuation records 
for possible dates of death
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Used Revised Valuations 
(tracing properties forward)

Charles Pierce 1866 death record
in index

Death registers in
workhouse records

• Edward Hogan died at 
the Kinsale Workhouse 
on 21 Feb 1853 “Friends 
brought coffin”

Purchased in Dublin at 
Hodges and Figgis 

bookstore on Dawson St.
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QUESTIONS?

Civil Registration 
Online

irishgenealogy.ie
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What’s online at irishgenealogy.ie
• Birth register records – 1864 to 1925

• Marriage register records – 1845 to 1950

• Death register records – 1871 to 1975 (1864-1870 
not online)

• Non-Roman Catholic Marriages are recorded 
from 1845 and Roman Catholic Marriages are 
recorded from 1864.

Helpful tips for searching
• Do not use a middle name with given name 
– Will receive negative results

• Be mindful of variant spellings

• Try FamilySearch.org index as an alternative if not 
finding your ancestor’s name

FamilySearch.org
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Ancestry.com

“Go to”
Irish websites for 

general information 
and maps

irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/Irish-civil-registration.html
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irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/support-files/irish_civil_registration_visual_roi_copyright_irish-genealogy-
toolkit_march2024.pdf

John Grenham’s Irish Ancestors site - johngrenham.com

Tip
Use the Browse feature
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Irish Ancestors 
Browse by Records

johngrenham.com/browse/

johngrenham.com/browse/
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johngrenham.com/browse/

SWilson.Info

General Registrar 
Offices in 

Ireland and Northern 
Ireland
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General Registrar Office for the 
Republic of Ireland

• Government Offices
– Convent Road, County 

Roscommon

• For research:
– You can email GRO at
ResearchRoom@welfare.ie
– Visit the Research Room

at The Guild, Cork Street,
Dublin 8

gov.ie/en/department-of-social-protection/campaigns/general-register-office/

geni.nidirect.gov.uk/#
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nidirect.gov.uk/articles/introduction-groni-and-its-records

What you 
can view at 
GRONI in 
Belfast

Tip
Can also view GRONI 

records online at the Public 
Record Office of Northern 

Ireland (PRONI)

Final thoughts
• Identify the associated administrative divisions 

where your ancestor lived
– Use online maps and databases

• Most comprehensive record set for all of 
Ireland is Irishgenealogy.ie

• Use rootsireland.ie to supplement 
Irishgenealogy.ie
– Has transcriptions of original local registrar 

records for some counties
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/finding-irish-ancestors-guide-civil-and-church-records
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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