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Finding Irish Ancestors:

A Guide to Civil and Church
Records

Class 1: Understanding Civil Registration
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£ American Ancestors.
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Meet today’s presenter

Judy Lucey

Special Collections Manager

Presentation (60 mins.)
+ History and administration
« Birth, Marriage, and Death Records
* Access

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Session overview

Introduction

Historical Overview Registration of Births, Marriages and Dea

Administrative Divisions Online records

Birth records
Superintendent Registrar

‘What they contain Irishgenealogy.ie

Local registrar Delayed Registrations | Online Indexes

How it all works

Marriage records Other helpful Irish
websites

What they contain

Death records

Key dates

Following the partition of Ireland,

Registration of non-Catholic marriages records were split between the General
(including Protestant, Jewish, and Register Office (GRO) in Dublin and the
registry office ceremonies) General Register Office of Northern
commenced, April 1, 1845 Ireland (GRONI) in Belfast.

1864 (Full)

1845 (Partial) 1922 (System split)

Mandatory civil registration began for
all births, deaths, and Catholic
marriages on January 1, 1864
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Civil Registration in Ireland

* Births: Records older
than 100 years

* Marriages: Records
older than 75 years

¢ Deaths: Records older
than 50 years

Who should use it?

* Researchers whose

ancestors left Ireland 852, but for s had beeff o

q resident of North Pembroke. He' I

later in the 19th or 20th | Z0% O W f Tonoke. | He 16
. eph Wi. of New York and Lev A., who |
centuries lives at home; daughters, Mrs/
William Wooley, Mrs. Earl Beau-
and Mlsses Lillian and Gertrude
all of Buffzlo, and Miss Flor-
wyer, who lives at home; tw

in tha county:
Pebruary 147

* Researchers who may .V
have a line of the family |
that never left Ireland

k: two brothers, William

of Limerick, Ire., and Brother Leo of

g Christian Brothers of New York,
&

1916 obituaryof || s = Bridrel “REAME and  Miss
N ohanna Dwyer of Rufinlo,
Patrick Dwyer Mr_Dwvsr wae oua of tha ald

Need to know

Q Ve th,

Where in Ireland Surname variant Frequency of Administrative
spellings names in one area Division Names
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=
Know your

Administrative
Divisions

How are the records organized

;A Registration originally organized around Poor Law Unions (PLU).

iZI These (PLU) served as Superintendent Registrar's District.

Local registrars were often the medical officers of dispensary
4 districts. Therefore, local registi i by
o b 3 gistrar names can sometimes be
different from Superintendent Registrar District name.
Registration

District Maps

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 1: Finding Irish Ancestors

on Ditrct 7]

cork
cork

Cark

cark Clonakity, Rasscarberry, Tmoleague

o Balincollg, Ballygarvan, Blamey, Carigaine, Carrignavar Nos. 1 & 2, Cork M.

s, Kifinaane, Kimallock

a Eaiyfeard, Balymarte, Carmgaine, Gourceys, Kinsale
Waterford, Cork Balybaff, Cappoquin, Lismore, Talw

Cark Cannaway, Canmoyle, Inchigastagh, Macroom, Sheveraagh
cork Balyclogh/Batclough, Buttevant, Denerade, Kishannig, Mallow, Raha
A Aghada, Castemarty, Coyne, Middieton Nos. 1 & 2, Walshtownm

Cark, Lmerick. Kildomery

town, Gabally

) Dromdaleague, Skibbereea, Tullagh, Unsonhal
Cark Goleen, Skl
Youghal Cark, Waterford Kilasgh, Templamichael Youghal, ardmors, Cashmore

19 record(s) fournd
wome

Registration District Map Browse

12345678 9, Douglas, Dripsey, Queen|
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Shane Wilson website - swilson.info

Shane Wilson website - swilson.in

Tl W

Ballymartle Local
Registrar Office

Main district
office in Kinsale

fo

recorded?

Ancestor ‘s parent or
neighbor reports
event, is recorded at
Local Registrar’s office

Receives register,
creates copy and
sends to General
Records Office (before
1922)

Create nation:

copies

How was your ancestor’s life event

Local Regi strict

General Registrar Office

issue certificates and

al index,
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Who on the family tree would have a civil
registration record?

Charles Pierce

Edward H }

1“7’39;-18?3“ Ressibl 1801 - 1866
m. 1830 No civil civil dejth m. 1829

Eliza Collins records recores Mary Leary

1809-1869

Civil marriage

Patrick Hogan Ellen Pierce
1841-1904 LI 1843-1918
m. 1870 record m.1870
Never left Ireland Visited Boston,

returned to Ireland

Mary Hogan
1876-1945 Civil
Immigrant to marriage and

Boston, arrives death record

1897

Birth Records

Birth record information

* The date and place of birth
— In large cities will usually have a street address
— In rural areas the name of the Townland

* Child’s name and gender

* Father’s name and occupation

* Mother’s maiden name

Registration details
— Informant, their signature, and date of registration
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Birth record listed in register

Registrar Information

e

~(uo uoxy

uperintendent ' .
Regi - - g

“Patrick Minogue Registrar of Births ad Deaths in the
District of Feakle in the Union of Scariff in the County of

Clare...this is a true copy of the Registrar’s Book of
Births...”

SDR - “I have examined the above and compare it with the original
Registrar’s Book, and hereby certify that it is a true Copy”

Government issued birth certificate

fire S5 _tretand

7
©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 1: Finding Irish Ancestors

3/2/2026

[el

Early registrations of

BMD's from
1864-1884 were

Under reported!

Why??

Financial Penalties for Late Registration:

* Had to register within three months of birth
« If not, had to pay stiff fines
* Often lied about birth date or failed to record it if too much time passed

Administrative and Geographical Barriers:

* Travel from remote or rural areas resulted in lower compliance rates
* Administrative improvements were made around 1880.

Cultural Resistance:

l

* Population was partly illiterate and often hostile toward the state's
authority.

More reasons why...

Clerical Errors in Copying

* Was a manual process!!

* Some births accidently excluded and missing
from the National Master Index

Lack of Incentive to report

l

¢ Later with old-age pensions and new
employment laws needed proof of birth
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Let’s look at a delayed

birth record

Baptism record for MARVcn 01 September 1876
Area - CORK & ROSS (RC), Parishichurch/Congrs 4

Further details in the record

About the racord

i i | Lo i gl ] )

e, 2% Heprio | . Rees peidl; Lok

o G ey Sl 2 I Ml st |t Vi
Vst Dpscticrny T Drcterred WGE |

. Registrar  Déta/ Dote Of lesoe 39 March 2008

Official Birth, 14 Sept 1877, Mary Hogan
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[eT
Review Local Registrar
District records if
possible

W) ROOTSIRELAND

Search for your Irish Ancestors Searchable Irish Recards

3/2/2026

County Limerick Civil Registration records on rootsireland.ie
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QUESTIONS?

Marriage Records

Civil Marriages in Ireland

* 6,114 marriages recorded in 1845
— 4118 marriages from the Established Church
— 1586 in Presbyterian Meeting Houses
— 348 in Registrar’s Office

* Catholic marriages in first year (1864)
— 27, 373 recorded by the Catholic Church

11
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Marriage records contain

* Full name of Bride and Groom
— Sometimes their ages are provided
— Or it may just say “Full Age” (over 21)

* Their places of residence (at the time of the marriage)

* Father’s names and occupation

* Whether the parent was deceased at time of marriage

* Witnesses’ names, name of clergy, name of chapel and
location

Civil Marriage Certificate of
Ellen Pierce and Patrick Hogan, 1870
-0 M'um'mmfdl‘déLu,JﬁdidlgnmmumdAA /ﬁ.l.!&/'\’L_..

o e
e e e 4 W finzalg Gk sy
Py [y g [y R e e [—" [
| ]| o e | Pt [ el e B | e
5 | i PR

; ) s i

; dss Shippeo) | Flwd Hogan | Labiurer
o“:’kyl‘ Trrcek H?jm 2 b Wfl ety iﬂhl;i;lmno.- deog

3 |
4 (50 | len Piecce |27 | wdow| %jﬂ(,w Churles Perce| Lrer

o i Uid ag Gadthal s MEgae Catalicighe

e dgfv/ o frinsale

S hmy { ?ﬂi‘ﬁdl_ﬂ& Jinﬁm} m Inde WFiamaise Qﬁ Aems,

e Mg Ellea fi.'f Precte w hme
o e riages i Chliraichroca, Deblia
Yo 1 =
T £} Taealy Seenth i} Seplimber vacoy

Example of marriage in

o 7 .
Registrar’s Office
First Page. 05921645 B
e 27
s i
——] e [ o oo 5
ik et fad® 2 [~ BT 7 T | il
L X PPN P P el PP il Aoy |fabaer
tiket (it Keteer) hdl | Spvsles | Do wHeonns Atesiak Kgeces s
] [ e ! 4 4
etystiossf e oot i s S e i 28 i en B 2 7[‘ " .
. Soul -y —
mi ﬁﬂfu fgien ?nh;,-:'-} ey TETL ]
16 Oct 1889
Alfred Saul, “full age”, Bachelor, Soldier 1st Middl B Barracks,

George Saul, Tailor
Catherine Lucey, “full age”, Spinster, Domestic Servant, Buttevant,
Jeremiah Lucey, Laborer

12
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What potential records

can we use next?
* British Military records

* Look for couple in 1901
and 1911 censuses (living
in Kendal, Cumbria,
England)

— 5 children (two born in
Ireland)

— Occupation of Alfred
(Postmaster)

* Civil registration records
in England and Ireland

3/2/2026

@;}; IRELAND

nf«m:\ 7wm,h Lunj sz | Bachekr
| Hanora cataglon| 25 ‘\P"‘l’f Secuant

chpel . ril podlac

el

[ Fhes £ V2.2% &) PP
Guned - geoan -
g 374“

) Selember

Tty Sevenlh

TO ALTER THIS DOCUMENT OR TO UTTER IT SO ALTERED IS A SERIOUS OFFENCE

Cannot go further back than this 1866 marriage

Lucey Family on the move

1868 birth Mary Lucey Pil7] . Regisent's Ditril, A
Townland e i oo n il Zez
‘7% mﬁé i o422 an

Rossnagussane - }
Parish Ballyclough :]"TZ"?'Z" A }EE:E;
[ Ez;ﬁ}m? %l%f \ /afmﬁd/.m ,4 \ ‘}4;:‘4

1870 birth
EYR 7S e —— ; -y

Catherine Lucey
i [ Registerd i tho Distrit ot_ 2222 in tho Union of I e
Townland Brittas g e

Parish Kilshannig ST e e ar—
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Death Records

What do they contain?

* Name of deceased, occupation

* Age, place of death

¢ Cause of death

* Who reported the event

* Date of death, date reported to civil authorities

[el
Maiden name of

married female not
recorded!

14
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Example of Death record

1919 death record of Norah Lucey, wife of Jeremiah,
residence New Street, Buttevant, Co. Cork

Example of death in a
Workhouse or Hospital

Death record of Jeremiah “Jerry” Lucey died at the
‘Workhouse in Mallow, Co. Cork, on
19 Nov 1923 at the age of 83 years

Informant John O’Donovan, Occupier at the
Workhouse

[el

Father’s name sometimes

listed for deceased adult
daughter
(Northern Counties)

15
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In the Republic of Ireland

parents’' names do not

appear on death records

until 2005

Civil Marriage Certificate of

Ellen Pierce and Patrick Hogan, 1870

e
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Using Griffiths Valuation records

for p055|ble dates of death
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Used Revised Valuations
(tracing properties forward)

Charles Pierce 1866 death record
in index

f-' G avie

Death record for Charles Pierce

Death registers in
workhouse records

* Edward Hogan died at

the Kinsale Workhouse
on 21 Feb 1853 “Friends
brought coffin”

[ Sgéial

life in Ireland, 1850-1922

Purchased in Dublin at  [Ssies
Hodges and Figgis , ;1“

bookstore on Dawson St.
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QUESTIONS?
Civil Registration
Online
irishgenealogy.ie
18
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What’s online at irishgenealogy.ie

* Birth register records — 1864 to 1925

* Marriage register records — 1845 to 1950

* Death register records — 1871 to 1975 (1864-1870

not online)

* Non-Roman Catholic Marriages are recorded

from 1845 and Roman Catholic Marriages are
recorded from 1864.

Helpful tips for searching

* Do not use a middle name with given name

— Will receive negative results

* Be mindful of variant spellings

* Try FamilySearch.org index as an alternative if not
finding your ancestor’s name

FamilySearch.org

e

Ireland, Civil Registration
Indexes, 1845-1958

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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ol o gty ey B b, 1A 9958

Ireland, Civil Registration Births Index, 1864-1958

T o sirems sy Relsted data collections
[rTrrr—— Last s -

“Go to”
Irish websites for
general information

and maps

irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/Irish-civil-registration.html

20
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Irish Civil Registration Records
irish-genealogy-toolkit.com/support- ivil_regi yright_irish-genealogy-
toolkit_march2024.pdf
John Grenham'’s Irish Ancestors site - johngrenham.com
Use the Browse feature
21
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Irish Ancestors
Browse by Records

Search by Name, Date & More

Irish Ancestors: Browse

Irish Ancestors: Browse

Records~

johngrenham.com/browse/

johngrenham.com/browse/

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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DI ish Ancestors  Sunames  Pacemmes  Buwse  Avcestors By Wissd sl

Clare broken down by Registrar's district
Fars s 1 155 for e Rapulc. o

General Registrar
Offices in
Ireland and Northern
Ireland

23
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General Registrar Office for the
Republic of Ireland

¢ Government Offices

— Convent Road, County
Roscommon

 For research:
— You can email GRO at
ResearchRoom@welfare.ie
— Visit the Research Room

Dublin 8

General Register Office

We operate a research faclity 3t the Ganeral Registers Office (GRO) Ressarch Room, 2nd floor, The Guild, Cork Street.
Dublin B, 008 150, of the publ -
hekd by G

i

Certitcates of adopticn and stlbirth. i The below,

-

~
&

y 1ty

Births Deaths

ie/en/department-of-social-protecti paigns/general-register-office/

Home  Appoinimeets Welp Baskel Login  Register

General Register Office (Northem Ireland)

Purchasing credits

Onoa you hava registored yaur account and logged in, you may purchase credits and view your account
dotails by selecting your nama in the top right hand comer of the screen.

Piaase note, crodits cannct ba used 1o purchase cerificates, thay aro for searching our records eniy.

For data protecton reasons. if you are using the intermet to search the registar, some of the records wil ot
b avallablo 1o view. You will ba ablo (o access the lollowing records.

+ birth recards aver 100 years okl
« marriage records over 75 years oid
= doath records (incuding Worid War Il Geath records) over 50 yoars ok

‘You cannot sccess civil pannership and adoption raconds onine. If you want 1o view thess recards, or view,
Focant rocords, you must ook an aPPOINAMANt at e Public search room or, i you know e details, youfin
‘3pply onling for canicates.

Search registrations Free search

You do

search registrations use the folkwing Enks:

geni.nidirect.gov.uk/#

24
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What you
can view at
GRONI in
Belfast

nidirect.gov.uk/articles/introduction-groni-and-its-records

[el
Can also view GRONI
records online at the Public
Record Office of Northern
Ireland (PRONI)

Final thoughts

* Identify the associated administrative divisions
where your ancestor lived

— Use online maps and databases

* Most comprehensive record set for all of
Ireland is Irishgenealogy.ie

* Use rootsireland.ie to supplement
Irishgenealogy.ie

— Has transcriptions of original local registrar
records for some counties

25
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

3/2/2026

Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

a genealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
% ‘:' M
Expert-Help/Consultations = ME

Search Events Join/Renew Give ToMMonNames  Publications  Experthels  Tools  Projecis  Conters & intisthes

£3 American Ancestors

Finding Irish Ancestors: A Guide to Civil and Church Records

AmericanAncestors.org/finding-irish-ancestors-guide-civil-and-church-records
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright ©2026
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