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THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors.

Meet today’s presenter

Melanie McComb

Senior Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)

« Church of Ireland Parish Registers
« Catholic Parish Registers

* Presbyterian Parish Registers

* Published Resources

Q&A (30 mins.)
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— Vital records

¢ Understand the records

Steps for Success

* Determine your ancestor’s location(s)

* Determine your ancestor’ religion

— Census records (immigrants who went to Canada)

— for some time periods and locations, your ancestor may
appear in records of another faith

* Familiarize yourself with Ireland’ religious history

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Join/Renew Give

Faith and Family:
Tracing the Religiou:
Roots of Ireland’s Pal

AmericanAncestors.org/video-library/faith-

TOMSlon Names  Publications  ExpertHolp  Tosks  Projects  Conters L Iniiatives

Faith and Family: Tracing the Religious Roots of Ireland’s Past

S

and-family-tracing-religious-roots-irelands-past
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Church of Ireland

Parish Registers

Civil Parishes

« Territorial divisions based on medieval ecclesiastical
boundaries adopted by the Anglican Church following
Reformation

 Formalized by the 17th century Down Survey —
approximately 2,500 units

* Civil parishes consist of approximately 25-30 townlands

* Until the 19th century, the civil parishes were responsible
for collecting taxes

* Did not go through the same restructuring that Roman
Catholic parishes did

Source: Church of
Ireland Web Site

Church of Ireland Diocese Map
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Types of Records

* Baptismal registers
* Marriage registers
* Burial Registers

* Other types of records may include vestry minute
books, bastardy bonds, records of the poor, and
parish census records (to be discussed in more
detail in Class 4)

3/16/2026

Pre-19th Century Baptism Records
* Baptisms were conducted weeks or months following birth

* Some baptisms conducted privately and recorded as such
in the parish registers
o High society individuals
o Children near death

Details included the following:
o Date of baptism
o Date of child
o Parents' names
= Mother's maiden name is not usually provided
o Godparents' names
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Pro Forma Registers

* In 1807, registers started being used in Ireland to
record the information for baptisms, marriages, and
deaths

¢ The registers included pre-printed columns with
headers

 Each pro forma register included a specimen page,
which illustrated how the clergy should fill out the
registers

* In the 1820s these registers were improved to record
information such as the residence, occupation of
father, etc.

19th Century - Present

Baptism Registers
* Date of birth

* Date of baptism
* Date of child

* Parents' names (including mother's maiden name)

¢ Parents' residence

* Father's occupation

* Name of officiant who performs ceremony
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Baptism Register, 1840, Dungarvan, County
Waterford, Virtual Treasury of Ireland

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 5



Class 3: Finding Irish Ancestors

Pre-19th Century Marriage Records

* Weddings would traditionally take place at the
bride's parish church

* Details included the following:
* Names of the parties
* Date of wedding

3/16/2026

hunr, /aﬂ_s ert prearnal
Jlarmp i vﬁz,er‘ ¢ 1

Y{’a,éfnru, "mj

Marriages, Castletownroche, County Cork,
FamilySearch

19th Century - Present

Marriage Registers

* Details included the following:

* Names of the parties

* Date of wedding

* Addresses of the parties (usually the name of the

parish)
* Names and addresses of witnesses
= Often members of the family

* Parties could sign the register or make a mark if
they were illiterate
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Page [ |
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Marriage Register, 1832, Nobber, Meath Diocese,
Virtual Treasury of Ireland
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Pre-19th Century Burial Registers

¢ Name of deceased
¢ Date of burial

* Family relationship (not always stated)
o Names of parents if child died young
o Name of spouse (mostly for women's burials)
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Burials, 1735, Castletownroche, County Cork,
FamilySearch
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19th Century to Present

Burial Registers
* Name of deceased

* Age of deceased
* Date of burial
* Address (usually the name of the parish)

* Family relationship
o Names of parents if child died young

o Name of spouse

3/16/2026
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Burials, 1841, Dungarvan, County Waterford,
Virtual Traasury of Ireland

1922 Fire

* It is estimated approximately 1,000 sets of Church of Ireland
parish registers were destroyed

» They were sent to Dublin for safekeeping at the Public
Records Office following the 1869 disestablishment of the
church

* Registers that remained in
local parish custody survived
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irishgenealogy.ie

C!a’!n_sehmogy.ie
Search Online Records
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Church Records Civil Records

irishgenealogy.ie
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FAQ News Feedback

R e

Mathers Sumame

irishgenealogy.ie

FAQ MNews Feedback

ish Search Records
peslogye

Burial record for FRANCES DOUPE of CHURCHILL on 27 February 1881

Area - KERRY (GO, Parish/ChurchiCangregation - BALLY LisH

25 February 1681

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 10



Class 3: Finding Irish Ancestors 3/16/2026

Burial Register, Ballinahaglish Church, County Kerry,
Ireland 1880, Irishgenealogy.ie
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BT 0 18 ATACALL

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE OF IRELAND.

Marriage Licence Bonds, Diogeso MM&M_

%E‘“‘; w i/74s
Clias Woodiworths  /7s2
{dward Stikes :/]o.zp
Gett oopuon s

Diocesan Marriage Index, Cork and Ross,
FamilySearch.org

3/16/2026

ancestry Home ses  Search Memones DNA m w

Woland, 2870

Ireland, Church of Ireland Search Forms for Baptisms,
Marriages and Burials, 1731-1870

Frat.& Mo Namsis) Last Hama

Any Event
Month, Year

Moth v Yo Add Range
Related data collections

Fr Iy Y Py

EXTRACT FROM PARISH REGISTER

o semcmas o romwrs mTAR ED Crvace OmLE)

ittt i, Bathosirn. M s

w— e Kok i,
: o Moe Vaglor,
Pl Narmen of Psber wl Msber of Applcant, m.JGM,
Pl 3 ge Mk 3, G Yipp
1 e T il v, g Foatrd
Yo ol B o B, I
N )
] i3

Extract for Parish Register, Church of Ireland,
Ancestry.com

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

12



Class 3: Finding Irish Ancestors 3/16/2026
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Anglican Record Project

The Anglican Record Project, which is the work of Mark williams, is an
angoing endeavour to make the registers of baptism, marriage and burial
trom Church of Ireland parishes available in a digital format (ie as indexed
transeripts). The Project feeds into the Library’s long-term goal of
digitizing and indexing all of its parish registers for a worldwide audience.

churchofireland.org/about/rcb-library/anglican-record-project

Abot  OuFaith  Chidren&Youth  ProyerkWorhp  FindaChusch  Parish Rescurces  Hews
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Baptisms - 17
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Burials - 1
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churchofireland.org/about/rch-library/anglican-record-project
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Bunclody Union (Ferns)

reland.org/about/rcb:
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egiste:

An Index to the Parish he Newtownbarry (B

downloaded as a PDF by clicking here.

ne register transcripts for each church, please click on the relevant link

Newtownbarry - St Mary’s Chureh
799~

03

Marriages 1799-1903
Burials 1799-1803

Barragh - St Paul's Church
sms 1799-1805 And 18311
Marriages 1799-1805 And 1830-1903

Burials 1799-1805 And 1838-1878

Marriages 1792-1906

Burials 1792-1903

churchofireland.org/about/rcb-library/anglican-record-project

THE PARISH REGISTERS OF

ST FIAAC'S CHURCH, CLONEGAL

BAPTISMS 1792-1831

MARRIAGES 1792-1831

BURIALS 1792-1831

TRANSCRIBED AND INDEXED

Diocese of Ferns Counties of Carlow,
Wexford and Wicklow

churchofireland.org/about/rcb-library/anglican-record-project

CHURCH (County, Diocese) BAPTISMS MARRIAGES BURIALS
Longcross, Christ Church 1847-1990 1847-1930 1847-1990
(Surrey, Guildford)

Kilgarvan, St Peter's Church 1811-1850 | 1812-1947 9-1850
(Kerry, Ardfert & Aghadoe) 18-1960
Fermoy Garrison Church 1920-1922

(Cork, Cloyne)

Barragh, Paul's Church 1799-1805 | 1793-1805 | 1799-1805
(Carlow, Ins) 1831-1879 | 1830-1844 | 1838-1878
Newtownbarry, St Mary's Church 1799-1903 | 1793-1903 | 1799-1903
(Wexford, Ferns)

Affpuddle, Laurence's Church | 1728-1850 | 1731-1850 | 1722-1850
(Dorset, Salisbury)

Barragh, St Paul's Church 1845-1903

(Carlow, Ferns)

Kenmare, St Patrick's Church 1819-1850

(Kerry, Ardfert & Aghadoe)

Clonegal, St Fiaac's Church 1792-1831 1792-1831 | 1792-1831

(Carlow/Wexford/Wicklow, Ferns)

churchofireland.org/about/rcb-library/anglican-record-project
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[

BAPTISM NAME

PARENTS

ABODE/REMARKS MIN'R

]

1798

1798 Charles HUTCHINS

798 John WILLIAMS

1798 catharine FORSTER

Mary FORSTER
Edw'd KINSON
William FORSTER

Rob't/Elizabeth
John/Elizabeth
)1saac/Eliz'th

wWilliam/Ann
Thomas /Mary

Monaug~~~
) 'ins,

) Clonegal
Coolroe
Ballyredmond

William YOUNG William/Elenor
Barbara MURPHY Arthur/Barbara Clonegal
Alice TWAMLEY Peter/Henrietta P/Coolkenno
Hawtrey BROWNE Rev John/Catharine P/Kilrush
Sarah HOPKINS William/Susannah Clonegal
Elenor BEAGHAN Laurence/Mary Ballyred'd
Mary PLUMMER Ralph/- Clonegal
Mary MANORGAN John/Judith Clonegal
A Thos/Jane Clonegal
James/Jane Park
Will'm/Elenor Newry
Clonegal
William/Jane Ahold
d GOFF/Mary Clonegal, a basta~~
John/Mary Abbydown
John/Maxry Cloneg~~
Thos/Rachael Militia
John® (/Mary)
John/Ann Abby~~

R'd H'y/Martha

Clonegal Parish Registers

3/16/2026

nidirect | tédireach

Digitised Church Records Available in PRONI

Church of Ireland

« Chist Church. Derriaghy. (CRU/11. Lisburn, Co. Antrim
Church, (Kilhornel, [CR1/12), Co. Down
* Christ Church, (CR1/13), Belfast

« Annslong Pari

nidirect.gov.uk/articles/digitised-church-records-available-proni

Church of Ireland

+ Christ Church, Derriaghy, (CR1/1), Lisburn, Co. Antrim

+ Annalong Parish Chureh, (Kilhorne), (CR1/12). Co. Dovn

+ Christ Church, (CR1/13), Belfast

« Magheracross Parish Church, (CR1/20), Ballinamallard, Co. Fermanagh
+ Knockbreda Parish Church, (CR1/24), Belfast, Co. Down

« Donagheady Parish Church, (CR1/26),Co. Tyrone

» Christ Church Cathedral, (CR1/35), Lisburn

+ Derrywllan North parish church, (CR1/37), Co. Fermanagh

* Seagoe Parish Church, (CR1/49), Co. Armagh

« Craigs Parish Church, (CR1/55), Cullybackey, Co. Antrim

+ StMatthew’'s Parish Church, (CR1/65) Shankdl, Beifast, Co. Antrim
+ Donaghcloney Parish Church, (CR1/103), Co. Down

« StColumbis Cathedral (CR1/113), Londonderry

+ Derryloran parish (CR1/114), Co. Tyrone

« St Anne’s Cathedral (CR1/115), Belfast

« Drumeree parish (CR1/116), Co. Armagh

+ St Andrew's parish (CR1/117), Hope Street

+ StMary Magdalene parish (CR1/118), Donegall Pass, Belfast

+ Dramore Cathedral (CR1/119). Deomore. Ca Down

nidirect.gov.uk/articles/digitised-church-records-available-proni

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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» St Luke's (CR1/120), Mullaghglass, Co. Armagh

+ St.George’s parish (CR1/121), High Street, Belfast

« St Patrick’s parish (CR1/122), Ballymacarrett, Belfast, Co. Down

« Christ Church, Lisburn, (CR1/123), Co. Antrim

« Magheragall Parish Church, (CR1/124), Lisburn, Co. Antrim

» St Mark’s Parish Church, (CR1/125), Ballysillan, Belfast, Co. Antrim

« St James’ Parish Church, (CR1/126), Dunaghy, Cullybackey, Co. Antrim
« Killagan Parish Church, (CR1/127), Cullybackey, Co. Antrim

« St Columba's Parish Church, (CR1/128), Kings Road, Belfast, Co. Down
« St John the Evangelist Parish Church, (CR1/129), Orangefield, Belfast
+ St John the Baptist Parish Church, (CR1/130), Ballyrashane, Co. Londonderry
« Ballinderry Parish Church, (CR1/131), Lisburn, Co. Antrim

nidirect.gov.uk/articles/digitised-church-records-available-proni

Search the Treasury

virtualtreasury.ie

Parieh Rogistrs and Parochist Returns

mage Tise Beference Code  Repwaitory DateRange Uik Type Quaity

F l L

virtualtreasury.ie

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 16



Class 3: Finding Irish Ancestors

QUESTIONS?

Catholic Parish
Registers

Catholic Parish vs. Civil Parish

* Catholic parishes do not follow civil parish
boundaries (align with Church of Ireland
jurisdictions)

* Civil parishes followed medieval boundaries from
earlier plantations

* Catholic parishes followed the communities where
people were living

* Catholic parishes form a diocese, which is headed
by a bishop; the parish is led by priests

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Catholic Dioceses of Ireland

Catholic Parishes and Civil Parish Links - ¢1837 ug m !
[ - E

swilson.info/rcparishlink.php

Cothlc Partshes and Ciil Paris Links - 1837 Pl ST T EE
el & ~ -

T — e
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swilson.info/rcparishlink.php
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Penal Laws

* In 1703, the Penal Laws forbade Catholics to keep
registers

* Only one priest was registered for each civil parish
— the others had to leave the country

* Repealed in 1829 with the passage of the Catholic
Emancipation Act

Types of Records

* Baptismal registers

¢ Marriage registers

* Burials
o Individual burials may be mixed in with other parish
records
o Registers for Cities (1740s-1750s) and Rural areas
(Started mid-1850s-1860s)

* Other types of records may include confirmations,
dispensations, and parish congregational records
(to be discussed in more detail in Class 4)

Infant Baptism

¢ Children were baptized immediately after birth,
usually within a few days

The first child was usually baptized in the
mother's parish

* Very important for children who were sick and
would likely die within a few hours after birth

o Often conducted privately and noted as such in the
registers

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 19
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Pre-1850s - Baptism Records

* Baptism registers include the following:
* Child's name
* Date of baptism

* Parents' names (mother's maiden name is not
usually noted)

* Names of two sponsors
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Baptism Register, 1750, St. Mary's, Limerick City,
County Limerick, Ancestry.com

1850s - Present Baptism Records

* Pro-forma registers started being used

* Baptism registers include the following:
* Child's name

Date of baptism

Date of birth

Parents' names (sometimes mother's maiden name
is noted)

Place of residence
Names of two sponsors (one of each sex)
Name of officiant who performed ceremony

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 20



Class 3: Finding Irish Ancestors

Baptism Register, Boherbue, County Kerry,
Ancestry.com

(’:l ot ““‘;I-‘m = — =
B\ regiti: | AL
b Pl [ e o) NG ,4;,_74;;;:;:::'fr
e AT site
VIRASECP STV 1 Bl A4 2 _' *;’"r’f"””’r”‘”"y
Flrgon " ol Pt L g | Mt
A e | Jon

iu,»

Baptism Register Page 2, Boherbue, County Kerry,
Ancestry.com
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Pre-1850s Marriage Records

* Weddings would traditionally take place at the
bride's parish church, where she was baptized

* Details included:
o Name of couple
o Date
o Location of ceremony
o Names of witnesses
o Parents' names (if one of the parties was underage)
o Dispensations issued (if applicable)

3/16/2026
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Marriage Register, 1780, St. Michael's, Dublin City,
Dublin, Ancestry.com

1850s - Present
Marriage Registers

* Pro-forma registers started being used

* Details included:
o Name of couple
o Date
o Names of witnesses
o Priest's name (usually signed on the marriage record)
o Parents' names
o Date and place of baptism (if outside of parish)
o Dispensation issued (if applicable)
o Residence of couple

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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3/16/2026
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Marriage Register, 1875, Roslea,
y Fermanagh, Ancestry.com
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Marriage Register, Page 1, 1875, Roslea,
County Fermanagh, Ancestry.com
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Marriage Register, Page 2, 1875, Roslea,
County Fermanagh, Ancestry.com
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Dispensations

* A dispensation may be needed for the following:
o Less than three banns to be announced/published
o Marrying during Lent or Advent
o A close familial relationship with the # of degrees
often noted

= 2nd degree (1st cousins) requires a papal
dispensation

= 3rd degree (2nd cousins)
= 4th degree (3rd cousins)

3/16/2026
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Dispensation for Consanguinity, 1839, Belmullet

Parish, Killala, Ancestry.com
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Pre-1850s Burial Registers

* Instructions were not issued to priests for how to record burials
like they did with baptisms and marriages.

* A survey was conducted and found that only 29 parishes have
burial records from the 18th century, mainly in Counties Meath
and Westmeath.*

* Only 214 parishes kept burial records up to 1880*

*Irish Church Records by James G. Ryan p. 131

3/16/2026

Pre-1850s Burial Registers Cont'd

* In the 1820s the Catholic Church started purchasing their own graveyards.
Prior to this, the graveyards were the property of the established church.*

* Burials sometimes occurred outside the area where they lived. You want to
look at maps to identify potential graveyards in the area where they lived,
including border counties.

* Poor and landless class did not usually erect headstones for their dead. The
burial register may be the only surviving document of that person.

* Detailed often included the following:
o Name of deceased
o Date interred

*rish Church Records by James G. Ryan p. 131
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Burial, 1829 Fohenagh, Galway, Ireland,
Ancestry.com
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1850s to Present Burial Registers

* Pro-forma registers started being used

* Detailed often included the following:
o Name of deceased
o Date of death and/or burial
o Residence
o Age or description (young or old)

3/16/2026

Interment Register, Dublin, Ireland, 1832,
Ancestry.com

Digitized Records

* Most of the Roman Catholic Irish parish registers
have been microfilmed and digitized

* National Library of Ireland holds the parish
registers

* Genealogy sites: FamilySearch, FindMyPast, and
Ancestry.com

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Togher

Archdiocese of Armagh | County of Louth

Microfilm 05597 / 01

registers.nl

Togher | Microfilm 05697 / 02 © vewregsterintomation C i X v

© it 000030000006

v

registers.nl
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Baptism of Thomas s Corcoral
(National Library of Ireland)

3/16/2026

ancestry Homs Tress Gearch Memodes DNA

1) BT, Marage A Death © Irland, Catholo Parksh Registers, 1655-1915:
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Ireland, Catholic Parish Registers, 1655-1915

Marriage

Manen Yo
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Related data colleetions.

e

Hyword Baptism
Burial

Event Type. | Confirmation
Death

Dise. Marriage
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Event Type Drop
Down Choices
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OO Do @ e

Ireland, Catholic Parish
Registers, 1740-1900

Catholic church parish registers from Ireland, containing baptism,
marriages, and deaths that tock place in Ireland and Northern Ireland

from 1740-1900. Records may include: name. parents, spouse. father's

occupation, residence, date of birth, date of marriage, burial date, and Q seancn
much the record type.

 smal amount of confirmations, dispensations, and funeral records.

The content varies by location and date. The original records are held at

the National Library of Ireland.

@ HOW 10 USE THIS COLLECTION

FamilySearch.org

QUESTIONS?

Presbyterian Parish
Registers
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Presbyterian Parish vs. Civil Parish

* Presbyterian parishes do not follow civil parish
boundaries which often align with Church of
Ireland jurisdictions

* Civil parishes followed medieval boundaries from
earlier plantation boundaries

* Presbyterian parishes followed the communities
where people were living.

3/16/2026

Structure of Presbyterian Church

* Kirk (local church) - governed by a Kirk session,
which consisted of ordained teaching elders
(ministers) and ruling elders elected by
congregation

* Presbytery - body of ministers and elders that
supervises local sessions and ordains ministers

* Synod - has authority over a group of presbyteries

* General Assembly - oversees doctrine and
assembly, led by an elected Moderator

Map of Presbyterian Church in Ireland,
Presbyterian Historical Society of Ireland

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Isle of |

Map of Presbyterian Church with Details,
Presbyterian Historical Society of Ireland

3/16/2026

Religious Persecution

At the end of the 16th century, legislation required all
Presbyterian ministers to swear an oath to Book of
Common Prayer of the Church of Ireland.

Failure to do so resulted in ministers being deposed from
their ministry

Ministers were prohibited marrying or burying members
of their congregation unless they were performed with the
rites of the Church of Ireland

In 1782, marriages performed by Presbyterian ministers
were legalized

o Marriage between Presbyterian and Church of Ireland was
not legal until 1845

Types of Records

Baptismal registers
Marriage registers
Burial Registers

Other types of records include Kirk Session
minutes, communicants' registers/membership
lists, and more (to be discussed in more detail in
Class 4)

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Pre-1820s Baptism Records

* Did not closely follow the birth of a child

* Children may be baptized along with their siblings
at one time

* Baptism records include the following:
* Child's name
* Date of baptism
* Parents' names
= Mother's maiden name is not usually included

3/16/2026

Baptism Register, 1819, Ballyroney, County Down,
FindMyPast

1820s - Present Baptism Registers
* Pro forma registers started being used

* Baptism records include the following:
* Child's name
* Date of birth
* Date of baptism
* Parents' names (including mother's maiden name)
* Parents' residence (usually a townland)
* Names of sponsors
* Name of officiant who performed ceremony

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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© Townlad, Bate of Birth, Date of Biptism,

ey Gk ,;

YR

Baptism Register, 1878, Ballynafern, County Down,
FindMyPast

Pre-1820s Marriage Records

* Before 1782 it was illegal for Presbyterian ministers to
perform marriages. Many Presbyterians married in the
Church of Ireland.

* Often performed at the home of the bride

* In 1819 the Presbyterian Synod decreed each minister was
required to keep a register of marriages performed by him

Details included the following:
* Name of the couple
* Date of marriage
* Name of bride's father (even if deceased)
* Names of two witnesses

et

Marriage Register, 1815/1816, Limerick,
County Limerick, FindMyPast
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1820s - Present Marriage Records

* Pro-forma registers started being used

* Details included the following:

* Name of the couple

* Date of marriage

* Name of bride's father (even if deceased)
* Residence of each party

» Groom's occupation

* Names of two witnesses

Extraet from 7 & 8 VICTORIA, ecap. 81, sees. 10, 11,

___ NOTICE OF MARRIAGE.~[Scignvie A

Marriage Register, 1848, Limerick, County Limerick,
FindMyPast

[el

If you can't find a marriage

record in the parish registers,
check the Kirk session minutes

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Burial Registers
* Rarely kept by Presbyterian churches

o Penal laws prevented maintenance of their own
graveyards

o Until the 19th century, dissenting ministers could not
perform burial services unless Church of Ireland rector
was present

¢ Detailed included the following:
o Name of deceased
o Date of burial
o Age
o Residence (late 19th century)

3/16/2026

FindMyPast ($)

¢ Ireland, Non-Conformist Births & Baptisms
(1701-1913)

* Ireland, Non-Conformist Marriages

¢ Ireland, Non-Conformist Burials

o Ireland Down Ballyroney Presbyterian burial plots
1895

Ireland Down Ballyroney
Presbyterian burial plots 1895

* Records include the following details:
o Name
o Denomination
o Year
o Plot Number
o Parish
o County
o Source

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Burial Register, Ballyroney, 1895, Findmypast.co.uk

Presbyterian Historical !
Society of Ireland En

v Collections v Web Resources ¥  Publications v History

Collections The Archives

The Librar

presbyterianhistoryireland.com/collections/archives
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2. Congregational Records

As well as holding an almost complete set of microfilms of Presbyterian congregational church
records similar to those held by the Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI), the Society

also holds many unique records that can only be accessed in the Society.

Congregational records include registers of baptisms and marriages, session and committee

minutes, annual financial reports and communicants’ registers. Some of the earliest records held
are session minutes for Aghadowey Presbyterian Church,1702-61 and baptisms for Cullybackey
(Cuningham Memorial) Presbyterian Church,1726-1815.

See the Guide to Congregational Records for further details as to what information you can find

in congregational records. The Guide to Church Records available on the website of the Public

Record Office of Northern Ireland indicates by civil parish which congregational records are
available at the Presbyterian Historical Society, in PRONI or are still held by the churches and
have not been copied.

presbyterianhistoryireland.com/collections/archives

Presbyterian Historical
Society of Ireland =

Membership Web Resources ~  Publication:

Collections Guide to Congregational Records

presbyterianhistoryireland.com/collections/archives

Records held by the PHSI

The following s a ist of Presbyterian cangregational recards enly available in the Library of the

Presbyterian Historical Society.

Note: The compilation of these records is still awork in progress. We hope to be able to list more

in due course. Some of these records may be closed on grounds of preservation.

AGHADOWEY

Session minutes, 1702-61

ANTRIM: High Street
Marriages, 1863-92

ARMAGH: First
Session accounts, 1707-32; stipend list, 1820; account book, 1821-34

BALLYBAY: First
Baptisms, 1799-1837

BALLYCOPELAND
Baptisms, 1773-1818

presbyterianhistoryireland.com/collections/archives

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 37



Class 3: Finding Irish Ancestors

nidirect | tédireach

Home  Mews  Contacts  Help Xfax

ARy

Digitised Church Records Available in PRONI

Church of Ireland
+ Chwist Church, Derriaghy, (CRY
Ihornel.(CR1/12),Co. Down

1) Usburn, Co. Antri

= Annalong Parish Chur

« Chist Church, (CR1/13), Belfast

nidirect.gov.uk/articles/digitised-church-records-available-proni

Presbyterian Church

» 1st Lisburn Presbyterian church (CR3/11), Lisburn, Co. Antrim

» Cahans Presbyterian Church, (CR3/25), Co. Monaghan

+ Dundonald Presbyterian Church (CR3/79), Dundonald, Co. Down
+ Aghadowey Presbyterian Church, (CR3/80), Co. Londonderry

Non-Subscribing Preshyterian Church

+ Rosemary Street Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church, CR4/5), Belfast

« Banbridge 1st Presbyterian (Non-Subscribing) Church, (CR4/6), Co. Down

« Downpatrick Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church, (CR4/8), Co. Down

» Templepatrick Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church, (CR4/12), Co. Antrim

Reformed Presbyterian Church

« Reformed Preshyterian Church Presbytery Records (CR5/5)
+ Ballymoney Reformed Presbyterian Church, (CR5/32), Co. Antrim

nidirect.gov.uk/articles/digitised-church-records-available-proni

Published Resources

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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JOHN GRENHAM

Tracing Your Irish Ancestors (5th Edition) by
John Grenham
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Irish Church Record's by James Ryan
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Irish Church RecordsTable of Contents by
James Ryan
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Review

| 1. Church of Ireland parish registers should be
consulted for pre-19th century records of
Catholics and Presbyterians when not found
in their own respective parish records.

| 2. Review the notes columns on the baptism and

marriage records as they may hold new details

about your ancestors and help you confirm you

found the correct person.

Not everything is online! While many

records are digitized, offsite repositories

should be checked.

w

AR AR N R N RN RN

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

agenealogist and
receive help with your

family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ fahli:

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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£ American Ancestors. g ki Bssksicns (1) Aot
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Finding Irish Ancestors: A Guide to Civil and Church Records

AmericanAncestors.org/finding-irish-ancestors-guide-civil-and-church-records

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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