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Making the Most of Google for 
Family History Research

Leveraging Tech Tools 
in Family History
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Module 2: 
Google Books vs. 

Google Play
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Google Books
• Offers digitized books in varying degrees of 

accessibility:
– Read – a book out of copyright that you can usually 

download a complete PDF of
– Preview – a book that is under copyright, and likely 

for purchase, but you can see pages of it and search 
it

– Snippet – a book that is unavailable digitally but at 
least you know it exists

Leveraging Tech Tools in Family History Research, Section 5, Module 2

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 3



Google.com
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Google.com
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Google.com
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Google Books view
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Google Books view
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Google Books view
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Google Books view
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Faithful Domestic Servants?
• From The Irish Bridget, one of the pages 

mentioned “New York’s Society for the 
Encouragement of Faithful Domestic Servants” 
and applications for employment

• Can these applications be found?

Leveraging Tech Tools in Family History Research, Section 5, Module 2

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 11



Google.com
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https://www.lib.umich.edu/janice-bluestein-longone-culinary-archive/
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https://www.lib.umich.edu/janice-bluestein-longone-culinary-archive/
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https://mirlyn.lib.umich.edu/Record/004675650
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Google.com
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https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/

Leveraging Tech Tools in Family History Research, Section 5, Module 2

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17



https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/
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https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/
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Tip
Redo a search a few 

months later
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Google.com
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https://ephemeralnewyork.wordpress.com/
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Google Books view
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The Irish Bridget
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Tip
Don’t ignore books that 
aren’t on your specific 

subject
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Google.com
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Google.com

Leveraging Tech Tools in Family History Research, Section 5, Module 2

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 27



Google Books
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Google Books

Hillel Sbritsky – brother of 
Mary (Sbritsky) Solomon
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Google Play
• A place to purchase books, music, movies, and 

more.

• The location of the books that you have 
purchased, when accessing through the computer.

• An app for your smart phone where you access 
your purchases.

Leveraging Tech Tools in Family History Research, Section 5, Module 2

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 30



https://play.google.com
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https://play/google.com/store/books
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https://play.google.com/books
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https://play.google.com/books
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https://play.google.com/books
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