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OVERVIEW

“ * Presentation (50 mins.)

* Black Patriots history and resources
* Black Loyalists history and resources

" © Q&A(10-15mins))
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Common Names

* Traditional West African names

* Names derived from classical literature

* Geographic names

* Surnames referencing emancipation

////u/may( ; 6({1{%,

4 Massachusetts Regiment.

(Revolutionary War.)

K=
Locate other sources to

confirm race
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Black Patriots

Black Soldiers in the Continental Army

* June 1775: Congress forms the Continental Army

* November 1775: General George Washington prohibits
enlistment of free and enslaved Black men

* January 1776: Free Black men allowed to reenlist if they
previously served

* 1777: Washington issues new orders that any free man is
eligible to enlist, regardless of race

* 1778: States began to enlist both free and enslaved Black
men

Motivations for Enlisting

* Consistent pay and promise of bounty land

* Better social standing as a member of the military
community

* Promises of freedom in exchange for service

* Hopes of racial equality after the war
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Experiences in the Army

* Served in integrated units

* Roles: Infantrymen, musicians, support personnel,
personal servants

* More likely to enlist for longer terms

Published Studies

COLORED PATRIOTS

AMERICAN REVOLUTION,

DISTINGUISHED COLORED PERSONS.

Emdition wy Poospeels of Colory Jmecicams.

Br WL C. NELL.

wrTn ax 1xTaoDCCTION BT
HARRIET BEECHER STOWE.

BOSTON
FUBLISHED BY RODERT ¥, WALLOUT. Poter Sakm, the Colornd Aucrican, at Hunker Wi, Tage 21
1855.
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£ American Ancestors

Search Events Join/Renew  Give

Search Database

ZDAR

Daughters of the American Revolution: Patriots of Color, 1712-1888 Saved Searches

Browse This Database

First Name Last Name

Years Record Type

Location

Report an Error

Enslaver First Name Enslaver Last Name

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse) =

AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/3843/daughters-of-the-american-revolution-patriots-

of-color-1712-1888

“STRONG

and BRAVE

Patriots of Color
1 i

New Hampstires 3
Black. Soldicrs and ;
Sailors of the
ednerican
Revolution,

1775-1781

Glenn A. Knoblock

FELLOWS”
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Muster Rolls

* Provide information on when and where a soldier
served, rank, captain’s name, place of enlistment

* Possible variations for a Black soldier
— Racial descriptions in some cases
— Some men only identified by first name
— Black/Blackman as a surname

United States
Revolutionary War Rolls,
1775-1783

Images of muster rolls, payrolls, strength returns, and other
personnel, pay, and supply records of the American Army during Q seaRcH
the Revolutionary War. The collection Is arranged by type of

service, military unit, and jacket or folder number. To more easily

find your ancestor in this collection, you'll need to know the state

and military unit. To identify state and military unit of Interest click

on the "Learn more” link and see coverage table. The military unit

may also be identified by searching the collection *United States,

Revolutionary War Complled Service Records, 1775-1783" Index

provided by Fold3.com and FamilySearch. This collection is from

Record Group 93, War Department Collection of Revolutionary War

Records, and Is National Archives Microfiim publication M246.

® HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION

familysea search/collection/2068326
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Massachusetts, U.S., Soldiers and Sailors in the

Revolutionary War
P oenen T srowse i collscion
Totrose ot st rom
Frst A Mg Namet Lasthame ook
Jotham [Em——
Ghose, =
x
it Letero LastName
[o—— Secton
e ocation
Ay More help

Keword

Clarsarcn

Source Information

Ancestry.com/search/collections/7726/

Jornam, LuTneR, Bridgewater. Private, Capt. Josiah Hayden’s co. of Minute-men,
Col, Bailey’s regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19,1775; service, 4 days;
also, Capt. Josiah Hayden’s co., Gen. John Thomas’s regt.; company return
dated Oct. 6, 1775; also, muster roll for Sept. and Oct., 1775, dated Camp at Rox-
bury ; enlisted Aug. 1, 1775 ; reported & negro; also, Capt. Elisha Mitchell’s co.,
Col. Simeon Cary’s regt.; service from time of enlistment to time of marching,
5 days; roll dated April2,1776; also, Capt. James Allen’s co., Col. Simeon Cary’s
regt.; pay abstract for rations, dated Camp near New York, Aug. 9, 1776; mileage
(251 miles) allowed said Jotham; also, Capt. Nathan Snow’s co., Col. Hawes’s
rogt. ; enlisted Sept. 24, 1777 ; service, 1 mo. 9 days, at Rhode Island on a secret
expedition; roll sworn to at Plymouth.

Luther Jotham entry

Massachusetts,
Revolutionary War,
Index Cards to Muster
Rolls, 1775-1783

Index cards to muster rolls of soldiers who served in
Massachusetts regiments during the Revolutionary War,
1775-1783. These records were acquired from the
Massachusetts State Archives in Boston.

QUSeARcH|  more opTioNs

® HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION

BROWSE ALL 641,406 IMAGES

g/search/collection/2548057
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Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808) of the Revolutionary [Fracormus |
War [Massachusetts and Rhode Island]
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Film/Digital Notes

image Group
Note Location  Collecion/Shell  Film  Number  Format

familysearch.org/search/catalog/729681
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Pension Records
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Key Pension Legislation

1776: Officers and men disabled during service received half pay
1780: Widows and orphans of officers received half pay for 7 years

1818: Pensions for veterans who served at least 9 months and in
financial need

1832: Pensions granted to those with service less than 6 months and
removed financial need requirement

1838: Widows authorized to receive pensions for 5 years if they
married the veteran before 1794

1853: Removed restrictions on the date of marriage for widows

What can we learn from pension records?

Basic vital information
Place of residence
Names of family and friends

Military details (place of enlistment, company and
regiment, names of fellow soldiers)

Discharge papers

Documents regarding any issues during application
process

Anecdotes of war experiences

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Revolutionary War Pensions

Records: 10,391,154 - Compl 3

Related Publications

The records in Soldiers Viginia ot Poy

genealogical

See sllpublications >

Related Collections

fold3.com/publication/467/revolutionary-war-pensions

2/6/2026
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Bounty Land

* Congress offered land to officers and soldiers who
served in the Continental Army

* Land in Northwest Territory issued by federal
government and states after the war

* Many early applications and warrants destroyed
by fire

* Replacement bounty land cards included in
pension files

BOUNTY LAXD WARRANT REGORD ERD*

-7/’\”1{' it P Gt s it it

G i ()
; — (2798

Prince Freeman, Bounty Land Warrant
Record Card

U.S., War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858

CT—— st e v
AL Almisvenon
Military

Browse this collection

Year
Tobrowse this. image set, select from
the options below.

war
Keyword Revolutionary War v

Racord Sat
Choose.. v

‘Warrant Numbar
Warrant Range

Ancestry.com/search/collections/1165/
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Additional Resources

* Cemetery records
* Local histories

* Diaries and letters
* Orderly books

» Town records

* Court records

* Land deeds

Black Loyalists

Dunmore’s Proclamation

“... And I do hereby further
declare all indented servants,
Negroes, or others (appertaining
to Rebels) free, that are able and
willing to bear arms, they joining
his Majesty’s troops, as soon as
may be, for the more speedily
reducing this Colony to a proper
sense of their duty, to his Majesty’s
crown and dignity”

- November 1775

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Wartime Service
* Specialized occupations and guides
* Ethiopian Regiment (1775-1776)

¢ Black Pioneers

— Formed from the remaining members of the
Ethiopian Regiment

— Support personnel

* Women also participated

Military Records

e ——
Library and Archives
Canada

Loyalists inthe Loyalists in the Maritimes — Ward

Waritimes —Ward

ewpmenmsr - Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-

1785
The records
About the database. On this page
Search srsen

How 1o inferpret the
resuls

How 1o obtain coples

Other resources

Search: Database
Search: Database

The Records

Ward Chipmen, & prominer
July 30, 1754, in Marblehes
Brunswick

bac-lac.gc.ca/

it lawyer, judge and Loyalst. was bor on
a0, Massachusets and died on February 9, 1824, in Fredericton, New

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Canadaca | Sewices | Departments | Francais

Library and Archives Canads

Canada

Lopaintsinre Search: Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward
fimes — 7 =
Chipman Muster Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-
Vaster's Offce, 1777~
1786 1785

Tne recods Entor oo or moro searchforms. You doritno0d o il nal ho boxos

About the database Wildcard character: * (e g. John™ for Johns, Johnsen, Johnson, Johnston, etc )

Search screen

Surname
How to interpret the.

results Given Name(s)
How 1o obtain copies. .

Other resources
Group/Regiment | Black Pioneers

‘Search: Database

|

bac-lac.gc.ca/

Loyatistsn e Mortimes — Search Results: Loyalists in the Maritimes - Ward

Wasters Diee. 1777-1785 Chipman Muster Master's Office, 1777-1785

Searen termi)

The reconts
How o mepret e resuts Number 11 Sumame. 17 GienName(s) 1T Piace It GrouptRegiment If
How o ot copes e vounae cerer [ERTE—
b s o0 YouneE peter Black Poneers
o5 vounce Peter Black Poncers
Searcn: atabze
York - Black Poncers

inas Black Poneers
WRIGHTIWRITE o Black Poneers
WRIGHTMRITE Jom

w WRGHTWRITE o

(GHTIWRITE Jom Dlack Poneers

bac-lac.gc.ca/

Loyalists in the Maritimes — Item: SCIPIO DAVIS
Ward Chipman Muster
Master's Office, 1777-1785
The records
Abou the daiabase
Search screen
How to inlerpret the results
How 10 obtain copies

Othar rasources

‘Search: Database

Given Namefs). Scipio
Sumame DAVIS
Group/Regiment: Black Pioneers
Type of Records: Muster rol
— Year: 177
Volume: 2%
Pagels): 86
) Record Title: Muster Roll of Captain Martin's Company of Blacks

Microfilm Reel Number: C-0818
Reference: MG 23 D1, Series 1
Item Numer. 0413

Suggest a Comection

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Relocation

After the War

2/6/2026

After the War

General George Washington demanded that the British
return all American property, including all enslaved
people who fled to the British

November 30, 1782: Provisional Peace Agreement
signed

Sir Guy Carleton chose to honor the promise made to
Black Loyalists

Thousands of Black Loyalists relocated to other British
territories, including Nova Scotia, England, and Jamaica

Black Loyalists to Nova Scotia

* Brigadier General Samuel Birch appointed to
conduct interviews with those preparing for
relocation

Certificates of freedom issued to those who could
prove their service to the crown and status as a
refugee (Birch certificates)

Information from the interviews compiled and
given to the Americans for compensation (known
as the Book of Negroes)

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Birch certificate for Cato Ramsay,

Nova Scotia Archives

i 21
|
S 8y Ordr of Bojgedicr Geserl Birch, .

Library and Archives
Canada

Book of Negroes, 1783

Negroes, 1783

Enter one or more search terms.

The records
About the database

How to interpret the
results
Keyword
How to obtain copies
Surname |
Other resources
Given Name(s)
Search: Database

Canadid

Carleton Papers - Search: Carleton Papers — Book of

You don't need to fill in all the boxes.

Wildcard character: * (g John® for Johns, Johnsen, Johnson, Johnston, etc )

Clear ‘

bac-lac.gc.ca/

Careton Papers - Book of Item: Pompy C
Kegrocn 755
Given Namets
MO ‘Sumame:
Aooutns dtabase Age
Gander
owto terpret e esuts
Race:

Howto obtain copies Wiltary Service:

Oterresouces =) Diaco o Origin:
Former Legal Status:
Search: Database
Curtent Legal Satus:
—) How Froedom was Oblained:

When Freedom was
Obtainac:

Cortifcate of Freedom:
Issuer of Cortficate:
— Nome of Former Owner
Name of Owner:
— Destnation:
Name of Ship:
snipmaster
Date o nspecton:
Fonds:

Document  Page Number:
Reference:

Wicrofim:

tom Number:

OLT (469)
Pompy

cour

2

vaio

Bk

No

Santeo Rur,Sout Carsina
s

oo

Ranot

780

Yes
MUSGRAVE, Genral
cour

Black Bigade

Port Mouton
LABONDANCE (HIfS)
PHILLIPS, Lisutonan
a3

Brsh Headauarters Papers (Carilon Papers or American
Manuscrpts). Book of Negroes

10427 (186)

ez3B
=

e

bac-lac.gc.ca/
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Garton Papers - Bock of Item: Stephen BLUCKE (211)

Neg
Given Name(a): Stephen
TR Surname: BLUCKE
About the daiabase Age: 3
ender: Mele
Howto interpret the resuts o 5
Race: Black
Howto obtain copies. i "
Otner resources Barbados
Former Legal Status: Free
Search: Datal
Current Legal status: Free

How Freedom was Obtained:  Born freo

Certifcate of Freedom: Yes

Issuer of Certfcate: BIRGH, General

Bestnation For Roseway

Name of Ship LABONDANGE (HS)

Shipmaster: PHILLIPS, Lieutenent

Date of Inspection 17630731

Fonds Bitsh Hoadquartrs Papers (Carieton Papers or American
Man 0ok of Negroes

Document  Page Number: 10427 (7

Reference: MG23 81

Microfim: 360

Ttem Number m

bac-lac.gc.ca/

2/6/2026

% Nova Scotia Archives shop

African Nova Scotians in the Age of Slavery and

Abolition
15t Baron Dotchester: Papes, The Nationa Arhwes,Kew (PRO 30/55/10 2t ks
Careton, st Baron orchester: Faprs, The N A K (PRO 2075571001 Slavery and Aboliion

and Fre

4 i Sm
Ak i Segrves o
g/ Segries

earch Book of Negroes, 1783

Black Loyalsts, 17831792
Book of Negroes
Nova Scotia following the War of Independence. tincludes the names and descriptions of 3000

registered on board the vesselsin which they saled from New York to Nova Scotia between 23 April
November 1783,

ck refugees
and 30

(

L

The "Book of Negroes" is the single most important document relating to the immigration of Afrcan Americans to I
(

it List

The book casesof to their could
escape to Nova Scotia. One of these was the "Neqra woman named Betty,” who had lft her owner, Thomas Smith, ‘

Before she could sl to reedom, Smith claimed that he still o

e her. Unfortunately, the Bitsh authorites agreed o Al

with Smith and sent Betty back to Thomas “to be disposed of by him at is pleasure:

The “Book of Negroes* exists in two original versions. These were created separately but althe same time by the.

Brtsh and the Americans as they registered the refugees. The iitish version, presented here, is i the Sir Guy

Cart the Public f Great Britan,) The which forms
the basis of Graham Hodge's Black Loyalst Diretory s at the National Ar
the American version s

atWashington. A microfim copy of
ilable at Nova Scotia Archives microfim 23164 and 23165,

archives.novascotia.ca/africanns/book-of-negroes/

o dl Moo | s bodbicrranslls |
(e Vo] o, o e
| 2 R
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Black Layalist

First Nam

vears

Lacation

Volume

Race

£3 American Ancestors. [
Search Events Join/Renew Give 10Mmon Hames | Pubcaicrs | Epanteln | Tocks | Projecs | Cnam bmkiaches
Search Da

tabase Saved Searches

Directory, 1783-1788

A Last Name
=== we‘covd‘WDE
Keywords
Page

Enslaver First Name

Enslaver Last Name

Browse This Database

Report an Error

Did you know?

AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2823/black-loyalist-directory-1783-1788

2/6/2026

Osstiscommnies (L) 0k L;gya/zif Aelllements

® Black Loyalfst communities:
M Black Loyalist Landing places

Num'ber of Black Loyalists
landed at:

(Dt froem the Beek of Megrees. 1783} -Foltcumberland
a Partsboro
St.John River area Comwallis/Horton area
«Windsor area
L B Annapolis area Preston area
Digby area BIHalifax
‘Weymouth area
@ Birchtown
2 W Fort Mouton

Shelburne

Credit: Black Loyalist Heritage Soceity

Sydney‘area

(]

Tracadie/Guysborough area
(East Tracadie Monastery,

Upper Big Tracadie Lincolnille,
Sunnyville)

Rssociates

Black Loyalist Refugees,

7-Port

The recods.
Abiut the database

Saarch scroon

Canad#

oo scincora — Towal

Services and programs ~

Roseway

Associates

Horw o torprmt e roaits

e Search: Database
e p—
Search: Database The Records

bac-lac.gc.ca

Black Loyalist Refugees, 1782-1807- Port Roseway
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Colonel, BLUCKE

Col. Stephen Blucke in the Muster of Free
Blacks, Birchtown, 1784

Life in Nova Scotia

* Forced to settle in areas outside the
main towns

* Difficulty receiving land
— Received less than white counterparts

S
"—h

— Poor farming conditions

* Worked in various industries, but
received lower wages

Land Records

22
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% Nova scotia archives aQa ©-

Nova Scotia Land Papers 1765-1800

Commision of Crown

Thisis 2 or e

groups of people seeking grants of Crown Land for settlement purposes in early

online information about early and settlement in Nova Scoa, you've come f0 the County Map of Nova Scoia

archives.novascotia.ca/land-papers/

2/6/2026

Virtual  Holdings

Nova Scotia Land Papers 1765-1800

R R 5.

—  Bi0vspriggs, Thomas and others - 1787 - Antigorish County Archivl Description

Land apers 17
1800

Documents Warant o vy, Sy Cerifcate: Commissoner o Crown Lang

oy gt o st

Cape Brton sand Peitons
1787.1843

Coltson, Francis - 1792 - Halifax County

Document: verars Gatton)

archives.novascotia.ca/land-papers

}A{ Nova Scotia Archives ~ Visit Services Genealogy Virtual Holdings ~Shop

Nova Scotia Land Papers 1765-1800

Brownspriggs, Thomas and others — 1787 - Antigonish County
Names listed in the documents: Thomas Brownspriggs, Samuel Minton, Benjamin Gero, Alexander
Elmer, Samuel Dismal, Peter French, James Lenox, Thomas Richardson, Richard Jordan, Prince
Hederick, Robert Bachus, James Emma, Ino. Devos, Charles Ringwood, William

jam Minton, John Skelly, Anthony Morris,
Isaac Bolton, Jno. Slaughter, James thomas, Samuel Grierson, Jno Green, John Bratton, Samuel
Wilis, Garret Hart, Anthony Barton, Charles Ash, Prince Frederic, Joseph Ringwood, Moses Reduck,
John Farmer, Joseph Colts, Jacob Wistoff, Samuel Hawkins, Andrew Izard, Charles Sweeney, Pompey

Clark, Baccus Ervin, Christopher King, John Vanbright, Samuel Smith, John Robinson, Cornelius

Hunt, William Sampson, Cesar Jordan, Willis Page - dead, Joseph Bowers, Robert Dawton, King Farr,
Samuel Magra, Prince Costly, George Baker, Philip Batley, John Ireland, Rachael Brewen, Joseph
Haris, Philip Thompson, Daniel Brown, Jacob Bradey, Seven Waters, Gilbert Laffarts, Clause Herring,
Robert Conway, Dinnah Lumian, Violet Miller, Mina Townshend, York Berden, Andrew Whitehead,
‘Thomas Bailey, Abraham Bayard

Warrant to Survey. Surveyor's Certificate. All negroes. Surveyor's Report: 3000 acres. Traccadie.
Bounded in part by land granted Peter Bennois and others - on the east side of the Harbour.

County of Sydney. List - with the following names: Thomas Brownspriggs, Samuel Minton, Benjanin

Gero, Alexander Elmer, Samuel Dismal, Peter French, James Lenox, Thomas Richardson, Richard

archives.novascotia.ca/land-papers,
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Pompey Colt listed in land petition

New Brunswick

* New Brunswick was formed as a separate colony
from Nova Scotia in 1784

* Saint John a destination for ships logged in the
Book of Negroes

* Black Loyalists faced similar discrimination as
those in Nova Scotia

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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archives2.gnb.ca/Search/RS108/
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Sierra Leone

* In 1791, Thomas Peters formed a petition detailing
the grievances of the Black community in Nova
Scotia and presented it to the British government

* Negotiated free passage for about 1,200 Black Nova
Scotians to resettle in Sierra Leone, where they
established Freetown

* Remaining families stayed in Nova Scotia

collections.carli.illinois.edu/digital/collection/uic_sierra
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Additional Resources

¢ Church records ¢ Memoirs

* Newspapers ¢ Local museums and other
historical sites

* Published studies
* Personal papers/diaries

* Town histories

7 my ncestor'S

Review

1. Freedom from enslavement was
the main motive for serving
during the war.

2. Race may not be explicitly stated
in records. Locate other sources
to confirm!

3. Widen your pool during the

® | research process.

SONPIPIERIRIONBOONRIRIRBRIRBEEL)

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@ americanancestors.org
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Researching Black Patriots and Loyalists During the
Revolutionary Era

Lecture Recording

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-black-patriots-and-loyalists-during-revolutionary-era-0

2/6/2026

Join Support  About

| DoYou Have
Revolutionary Roots?

revolutionaryroots.AmericanAncestors.org

Upcoming Events

AMERICAN INSPIRATION ONLINE AUTHOR EVENT
Belonging: An Intimate History of Slavery and Family in
Early New England with author Gloria McCahon Whiting
Moderated by Kyera Singleton

February 24, 2026, 6:00 - 7:00 PM ET

HYBRID LECTURE

Researching Women in the American Revolution
Presented by Melanie McComb

March 21, 2026, 2:00 - 3:00 PM ET

AMERICAN STORIES, AMERICAN LIVES GALA
Commemorating Revolutionary Roots
Honoring Glenn Close and Dr. Jane Kamensky
Boston Harbor Hotel, Boston, MA

April 23, 2026, 6:00 - 9:00 PM ET

AmericanAncestors.org/Events
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