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World War I
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Step

Determine if he 
served

#1
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How old was your soldier?
• Age range of typical soldier, 17-40

• Average birth year 1873-1900
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1930 U.S. Federal Census
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Connecticut Military Census of 1917
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Questions Asked
• Town or City

• Full Name

• P.O. Address

• What is your present Trade, Occupation or Profession?

• Have you experience in any other Trade ?

• Age  - Height – Weight

• Married, Single or Widower

• How many dependents ?
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Questions Asked ?
• Are you a citizen of the US?

• If not a citizen of the US have you 
taken out 1st papers?

• If not, what is your nationality?

• Military service in another country? 
Duration & Branch

• Have you any physical disability?

• Can you ride a horse? Handle a team? 
Drive an Automobile?
Ride a Motorcycle?

• Do you understand Telegraphy?

• Can you operate a Wireless?

• Any experience with a Steam 
Engine?

• Any experience with Electrical 
Machinery?

• Handle a Boat, power or sail?

• Any experience in simple 
navigation?

• Experience in High Speed 
Marine Gasoline Engines ?
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Home Resource Checklist
 Family papers

War diaries

 Letters and postcards

Military ephemera

Newspaper articles and obituaries

Oral traditions or interview older relatives
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Military Photographs
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Cemetery Clues
• Is there a gravestone? 

• Cemetery and Burial records

• Transcribed Gravestones

• Is there a flag marker?
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U.S. Government Headstone
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Military and family marker
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Last Post Fund 

Unmarked Grave Program
On June 11th 1996, the Last Post Fund created the “Unmarked Grave Program” whose 
objective is to provide a permanent military-style marker for eligible Veterans who lie in 
unmarked graves. 

The Program is available to eligible Veterans whose grave has not had a permanent headstone 
or foot marker for five years or more, and who have not previously received funeral and burial 
funding from the Last Post Fund or Veterans Affairs Canada.
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Canadian WWI Gravestone 
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Step

Researching Canadian 
Veterans

# 2
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John George Lea
• Born in 1876 in Blakenhall, 

Cheshire, England

• Married in 1898 in 
Nantwich, England to 
Harriet Ann Wilkinson

• Immigrated to Canada 1910

• Served in World War I

• Died in 1953 Toronto, 
Ontario, Canada
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https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca

Personnel Records of WWI
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124th C.E.F. 
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www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial
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www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial
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www.veterans.gc.ca/en/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial
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Step
Researching 

American Veterans 

# 3
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Did they enlist before April 6, 1917?

• Canadian Army “The American Legion” C.E.F. 97th

Overseas Battalion

• French Air Force – Lafayette Escadrille
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Selective Service and 
the Draft of 1917
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Selective Service
• 1914: U.S. Army consists of 127,588 active

• 1914: National Guardsmen 181,620 active

• May 18, 1917: Selective Service Act was passed.

• At the end of 1917 the Army had ½ million 
draftees and 233,000 volunteers.

• 1917-1918: 24 million men born between 1873 
and 1900 filled Draft registration cards.
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Draft Registration Cards
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Draft Registrations
• First Registration - June 5, 1917: For men aged 

21 to 31 (born between June 6, 1886 and June 5, 
1896).

• Second Registration - June 5, 1918: For men 
who had turned 21 since the previous registration 
(born between June 6,1896 and June 5, 1897).  

• August 1918 - An additional registration was 
done for men who turned 21 that year.
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Draft Registrations 
• Third Registration - September 12, 1918: For 

men aged 18 to 21 and 31 to 45 (born between 
Sept 11, 1872 and Sept 12, 1900).

• The Armistice occurs on November 11, 1918.
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Draft Registration Questions
• Name and age in years

• Home address

• Date of birth

• Where were you born? 

• What is your Nationality?

• Are you a Native of the United States ?

• Are you a Naturalized Citizen or Alien?
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Draft Registration Questions
• Declared Intention 

• Non citizen or citizen Indian 

• If not a citizen which nation are you a citizen or subject? 

• Father's birthplace 

• Name and place of employment

• Name and address of nearest relative. 

• Your race 

• Signature 
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https://familysearch.org/search/collection/1968530
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Tip:
Even though they 

registered for the Draft does 
not mean they served
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U.S. Army
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National Personnel Records Center 
(NPRC)

• Fire of July 12, 1973

• Records Destroyed by fire and water:
– Army 
– Enlisted men 1912-1960: Compiled service folders. 
– Officers 1917-1960: Compiled service folders.
– Air Force 
– 1947-1964 Compiled service folders
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National Guard 
Museum & Archives

(Concord, Mass.)
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Nat. Guard Museum & Archives
• U.S. Army (Mass.) Casualties 1918

• Mass. State Guards, 1917-1920

• List of Army POWs from Massachusetts

• Massachusetts 26th Division, sailing list of 1917

• Discharge Records
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Massachusetts Army Veteran
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Massachusetts Army Soldier
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Tip:
Contact your State Adjutant 

General’s Office for WWI & WWII 
Discharges
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National Archives
Washington, D.C. 
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RG120 – Records of the A.E.F.
Army Base Sections

1. Saint-Naizaire and Nantes

2. Bordeaux

3. Le Havre (Aug. 1917) and London

4. Le Havre (Nov. 1917)

5. Brest
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RG120 – Records of the A.E.F.
Army Base Sections

6.   Marseille

7. La Pallice and La Rochelle 

8. Padua (Italy)

9.   Antwerp (Belgium)
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Army Air Force - RG 18
• Records of Army Air Fields, 1917-1941

• Air Service and Air Corps units, 1917-1941
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U.S. Army Mobile Units – RG 391
• Infantry divisions and brigades

• Corps of Engineers Battalion and company 
records, muster rolls.

• 1st through 15th U.S. Cavalry Regiments

• Infantry divisions and brigades

• Field artillery regiments

• Coastal Artillery Units and Mine planters
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U.S. Army Overseas Operations –
RG 395

• U.S Army troops stationed in China 1912-1938

• A.E.F. troops in Siberia 1918-1920 

• Troops stationed in Puerto Rico 1918-1919.
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Office of the Judge Advocate 
General – RG 153

• Ledgers of all A.E.F. Court Martial convictions, 
1917-1919
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http://usahec.polarislibrary.com/polaris/Search/
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U.S. Navy & Marines
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National Personnel Records Center 
– St. Louis, MO

• Personnel records 

• U.S. Navy Officers after 1902

• Enlisted men after 1885

• U.S. Marine Officers after 1895

• Enlisted men after 1904
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U.S. Navy Ships in WWI
Scapa Flow in North Scotland

Battleships
• Arizona

• Arkansas

• Delaware

• Florida

• Nevada

• New York

• Oklahoma

• Texas

• Utah

• Wyoming

Cruisers
• Baltimore
• San Francisco
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www.history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs.html
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www.ancestry.com – NARA T1118
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www.ancestry.com
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www.ancestry.com
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U.S. Merchant Marines
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NARA – RG41
• Merchant seaman lost in WWI, 1914-19

• Recruit enrollment & application 1918-1921

• Applications to serve on Merchants Ships 1918-19

• Seamen’s Protection Certificates, 1918-1919

• Merchant Marine Logbooks (RG 26 – Coast 
Guard)
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www.ancestry.com
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U.S. Coast Guard
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NARA – RG26
• Muster Rolls, 1833-1932

• Honorable Discharges, 1917-1919

• Personnel and Pay cards, 1917-1921

• Officer personnel files, 1915-1929

• Vessel logbooks, 1915-1947

• Casualty and wreck reports, 1913-1936
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www.abmc.gov/database-search
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www.abmc.gov/database-search
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www.abmc.gov/database-search
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Websites
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Ancestry.com – Navy & Marines
• U.S. Navy Casualties Books, 1776-1941.

• U.S. Navy Cruise Books, 1918-2009.

• U.S. Navy Burial Records, 1898-1932.

• U.S. Navy Support Books, 1917-2010.

• U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1958

• WWII Navy, Marine Corps, & Coast Guard Casualties

• U.S. Merchant Marine Applications for License of 
Officers 1914-1949
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• Airmen Died in Great War

• Army Registers , 1798-1969

• WWI Soldier Naturalizations

• Navy & Marine Corps Officer 
Registers.

• Navy Casualty Reports, 1776-1941

• Navy Cruise Books, 1918-2009

• US VA Pension Pay cards

Fold3.com
• Foreign Burial of American War 

Dead

• Headstone Applications, 1925-1963
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FamilySearch.org FREE Databases
• US WWI Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918

• US WWII Army Enlistment Records, 1938-1946 
(Limited coverage currently)

• US WWII “Old Mans” Draft Registration 1942

• US WWII Prisoners of War

• US WWII Prisoner of War of the Japanese
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WWI VETERANS IN THE 21st Century
• 1918 - 4.7 million veterans. 

• 1998 – 4,800 WWI Veterans still living

• 1999 – 3,400 WWI Veterans still living

• 2000 – 2,416 WWI Veterans still living 

• 2001 – 2,212 WWI Veterans still living

• 2003 – 200 (or 44) WWI Veterans left

• 2011 – the last U.S. veteran dies
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John Babcock (1900-2010)
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Frank Buckles (1901-2011)
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Florence Green (1901-2012)
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VIMY RIDGE MEMORIAL
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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