
1/27/2026

1

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Section 1: Organizing Your Digital Files

Leveraging Tech 
Tools in Family 
History Research

Module 1:
Setting Yourself Up 

for Success

Did you say 
organize?!?!
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Research Logs
• Date of research

• Repository

• Call number

• Description of source

• Comments or results

• Document number

• Misc. fields

AmericanAncestors.org/downloads
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Research Log 
 
Ancestor's name 
 
 
Standerfer, Drew, Farmer 
Objectives 
 
Locate records on these families 

Locality 
 
IL, IA, NE, WA 
 

 
Date of 
Search 

Location/ 
Call number 

Description of source 
(Author, title, year, pages) 

Comments 
(Purpose of search, results, 

etc) 

Copies 
Made 

20 Mar 
2000 

FHL 
1941201 

Johnson County, Nebraska 
Marriage Records 
Box 1, fol. 1-6 1858-1883 

Located the marriage of 
Benjamin Standeford to Mary 
Holcomb, 14 Feb 1872 in 
Vesta, Johnson, Nebraska 

2 copies 

20 Mar 
2000 

FHL 
545921 

1870 Federal Census 
Wapello County, Iowa 

Extracted the family of Isaih 
STANDERFER found on p. 55 
in Center Twp. 

 

20 Mar 
2000 

FHL 
979.723 
V2b 

Births and Deaths of 
Stevens County, 
Washington 
1890-1907 

Searched for entry of 
Benjamin Standerfer who died 
in 1904 in Addy, Stevens Co., 
WA but did not find an entry 

 

20 Mar 
2000 

FHL 
979.723 
V2b 

Tombstone Inscriptions, 
Stevens County, 
Washington by Carrie 
Lartique and Belva 
Pederson (Spokane, WA: 
n.p., 1976)  

Located entry for Benjamin 
Standerfer on p. 88.  Copied all 
pages for Addy Cemetery 
where he is buried.  Also 
copied p. 43, listing of 
Highland & Calvary Cemetery 
with Standerfer entries 

6 copies 

Catalog Screen Shot

Research Log – Specific Place
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Research Planning

Comparing 
places on the 
map to church 
record 
availability at 
the Public 
Record Office of 
Northern 
Ireland

Research Tracking

Software Assistance
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Organizing with Software
• spreadsheet programs offer the ability to extract and 

record information from the census in a computerized 
format.

• genealogy database programs can be the best option as 
they allow the creation of documents for the different 
types of records, but yet keep it all together. 

– Clooz

• note taking apps offer methods of recording your 
research in easy to search files that in which you can 
copy and paste things from the web and keep track of 
questions or hypothesis.

Census Spreadsheets

Littleton Taxes - Clooz
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1810 Tax Report from Clooz

1810 Tax Report from Clooz

1810 Census in Lyman

Order of Other Tax

Note Taking Apps
• Note taking apps are another general type of 

software that can be effective in genealogical 
research:
– Microsoft OneNote
– Adobe Acrobat
– Joplin
– Goodnotes (Mac & Windows)
– Notability (Apple only)
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Microsoft OneNote

Microsoft OneNote

Adobe Acrobat
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Joplin

Goodnotes (Mac)

Insert images

Notability (Apple)

Insert full PDFs 
and build on 

them (p. 180 of 
229)
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