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Getting Organized:
Research, Files, Findings

Class 4: Organizing Your
Findings

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Original work compiled by Ann G. Lawthers

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors.

Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure

Senior Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)
* Genealogical Proof Standard and analysis
» Organizing tools
*  Working with your findings

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist

Genealogical Proof
Standard (GPS)

Genealogical Proof Standard

Reasonably exhaustive research

» Complete, accurate citations to the source or
sources of each information item

¢ Tests—through processes of analysis and
correlation—of all sources, information items, and
evidence

* Resolution of conflicts among evidence items

* A soundly reasoned, coherently written
conclusion

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 2



Class 4: Getting Organized 1/26/2026

Why Bother With A Proof Standard?

* Guides your evaluation of evidence

* Provides a framework for putting together a
credible argument for a genealogical fact, e.g. who
are the parents of Jacob Homer?

* Helps you feel secure with your conclusions,
especially when your only evidence is indirect

Research Roadmap with GPS
229999 9 o

Reasonably Exhaustive Research

* Reviewing a variety of record sets for a specific
location and period, including browsable records

* It is not reasonable to go to every local historical
society or repository in-person to do your
research

* Leverage photocopy/lookup services for items that
you can't find on web sites like FamilySearch.org
or AmericanAncestors.org
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@
a7
Tip

Consider settingup a

consultation with a
professional genealogist to
review your findings.

Principles of Analysis

Source

Information

First-hand

Derivative Evidence

Second-hand
Direct Indirect Negative
Authored Unknown

Analyze

* Evaluate the Source
— Original: first recorded form
— Derivative: from something already written or spoken
— Authored: compiled

* Evaluate the Information
— Primary: first-hand (participant)
— Secondary: secondhand (non-participant)

¢ Evaluate the Evidence
— Direct
— Indirect
— Negative
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Definitions: Sources and Records

* A source is a coherent collection of records
created by a single jurisdiction or a single author
for a defined purpose.

A record is that portion of a source which
pertains to a single event.

Robert Charles Anderson, Elements of Genealogical Analysis
(Boston: NEHGS, 2014) p. 1

Tools to Organize

Your Findings

Reminder - Use the Basic Tools!

* Multi-Generational Chart (aka Pedigree Chart)

* Family Group Sheet

* Research Plan Template

* Annotated Research Log
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Research Plan Template

e Research subject Research Plan Template

* Research question

* What is known about the

1/26/2026

question (and how it is
known) —
* Record dates - for reference s P

* Working hypotheses
* Which records will I need

* Search strategy Pe—

Annotated Research Log

Reminder - Use Digital Tools

* Clooz (https://clooz.com/)

* Notebook apps
— Microsoft OneNote is part of Microsoft 365
— If you have Windows 10 then you already have OneNote
— Adobe Acrobat Pro
— Evernote
— Joplin
— Goodnotes (Windows & Mac)
— Notability (Mac only)

 Spreadsheets

* Word processing
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Timelines

* Concentrate on chronology

* Are not limited to a family unit

* Can be used in a variety of ways

* Can be created in many different apps

* Can include historical events along with family
events

1/26/2026

Timelines for Historical Context

* Incorporate historical events with events of an
ancestor or ancestors

* Show cause and effect of certain events

* Offer insight into the whys of your ancestor’s
choices

* Could explain emigration, migration,
disappearing family members

Koy
Epidemics

Fur

Date
2a)ul1538

Fact
Jacques Cartier plants a cross on the Gaspé
Peninsula and claims it for France'

1535

Jacques Cartier arrived at Stadacona:

Champlain

1541 Cartier, s8cond In command under Jean Frangors
de La Rocque, sieur de Roberval, « crossed the
Atiantic sgain bringing hundres of setiers with
_ them, many of whom came straight from prison.
600 Plerre de Chaunin de Tonnetut founds a trading
post at Tadooussec
1603 Samuel de Champlain takes possession of lands
h
1603 T d | HenrIVhad
settiement expedition ‘aamiral of France os lieutenant general, with the
power to grand Lands in seigneurial tenure.* This
commission included transporting 60 people
(“vagabonds, i oth a
3H1608 | UHabitation (Quebec Gity] founded by Samusl 8

Every fact or information in a
note has a source citation.

e S Ay S 1
Timeline: History & Family
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Timeline: History & Family

Date Fact Notes
1667 ‘da Montréal cansus: mentioned twice 1) Pierre.
Jofriau, age 33, servant of Jean Aubuchon; 2)
age 30,

1/26/2026

100ct 1687 | Pierre is among the signers of th petition to the
King demanding “lettres patentes” for the religious
L Diew).”

SADr1668 | Plorre Usted 030 signé of the vonto par Pierro
Charron au profict de Jean Voyns (Notaire Benigne.
Basset, no. 445)%

26 Aug 1658 age WPierre b
e .

it L d

sulpicien disbanded. * According to a presentation in regard
to the 350th anniversary, Verchéres is one of the
towns founded by an officer of one of the
companies (ses below 1669),” Dominique Galnier
wass a Sulpicien - one of the first, amiving 12 Aug
1657, with three others. He is identified as a vicar
The record mentioned hera has not bean found but
i5he same Land he turns around nd sels 1 Feb
1669 whichwas handled by the notary Benigne
Basset. However, L3 stiLunclear WHY Pierre hos
this plece of property and the 1663 vente de terre

» Hotat D apris
1042, p.373.0
* 1688, no. Boon
thetand, 1 Feb. o
aspx
ospx

Colored text and highlights draw
attention to questions and issues.

Timelines as a Research Tool

* Force your focus beyond basic events

* Allow you to include a chronological list of:
— Family events
— Military events of ancestors
— Court records of ancestors

* May show how a family may not be the correct
one for an ancestor

* Can shatter a family story

Research Tool

Catnerine Marron (Haron)

Timeline created by Mary Sayles —
permission granted
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FAMILY NAME - Myles, Walter & Harron, Catherine
& Catherine Harron (Haron) Walter Myles (aka "Natts")
Birth_1795' in . ireland. Birth 1753 in Iretand
Death 04 February 1883 in Ballyshannen, Death Buried on 02 May 1847 in Carricknahora.
County Donegal, Ireland® County Donegal, Ireland*
Mother Unknown Moather Unknown
Fathar Unknown Father Unknown
Siblings Unknown Siblings Unknown
1795 - Catherine Harmon was bom in .Ag 1793 - Walter Myles was bom in. o
44
8
§
E - Marriage of Catherine Hamon and Walter Myles in . Ireland_
% | 1828 - 01 Gct - Binn of son-John in Camicknahorna, Balyshannon. (Kibarron), County Denegal,
2 Ireland *

1830 12 May — Birth of dir -Catherine in Carricknahoma, Ballyshannon. (Kilbarron), Gounty Donegal
freland *

1830 0 18 Doc - y tocourt John Welsh aver wages.”
1833 - 06 Jan ~ Bith of son-Gaorge in Carricknahorna, Ballyshannon, (Kibarron), County Donegal,
Iroland *

1837 - 02 Doc - Wallor was summoned as a witness in a case before Ireland Potty Sessions Courtin
Bailyshannon, County Donegal, reland ®
2 | 1e2m- 18 Aug - Walter brought a complaint against two persons for respassing, ™

Research Tool Timeline created by Mary Sayles —
permission granted

1/26/2026

3 Vermont Pre-1870 Vital Record Index Cards - SKINNER'
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Arranged all the births by father and year

Comparison Timeline - pg. 1 of 6

Vermont Pre-1870 Vital Record Index Cards - SKINNER'
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Comparison Timeline - pg. 3 of 6 Highlighted the critical year of Orrin

Skinner’s birth in yellow.
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QUESTIONS?

Working with Your
Findings

Working with Your Findings

* Likely to use more than one single record

* Likely to use more than one form or method of
tracking the research

* Should keep files in your digital filing system as
you progress
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Family of John Pulling

* Lived in the North End of Boston

* Attended the “Old North Church”
¢ Children baptized at the “Old North Church”

¢ Married, as a second wife, 1770s, Sarah (Thaxter)
McBean

Died in 1787

Research Plan Template

Research Question
hen did John Pulling (bap. Boston, Suffolk Co., Mass., 27 Feb. 1736/7; d. Boston, 25 Jan. 1787) marry his second wife,
(Sarah (Thaxter) McBean (b. ca. 1746; d. Abington, Plymouth Co., Mass.,

Research Subject
Name Birth date and place Spouse, marriage, and place | Death date and place
john Pulling rmp 27 Feb. 1736/7 I;:I Annis Lee, 5 Jan. 1787

Boston, Suffolk, Mass. _jm2 Sarah (Thaxter) McBean _[Boston, Suffolk, Mass.

Family Information:
m1 Manchester, Salem Co, Mass,, 14 Jan. 1768, Annis Lee (b. 10 Oct 1743; d. Boston, 19 Aug. 1771):

1. Annis Pulling, bap. Boston (Old North Church), 29 Jan. 1769 i

2. John Pulling, bap. Boston (Old North Church), 22 July 1770 _ z Yoo & wFe
9, Bap y i deodtn £ W0 W T

im2 1770s, Sarah (Thaxter) McBean L doent oo ”‘11 :

3. _Sally Pulling, bap. Boston (Old North Church), 10 Nov. 1771 K s

Additional Information:

What is known about the question?
Fact Source ¢

Noticed an immediate
discrepancy in information
supplied

Record Dates

Research Planning Sheet

Research Subject

Name Birth date and place | Spouse, marriage, and place | Death date and place
John Pulling ap. 27 Feb. 1736/7 1 Annis Lee, 25 Jan. 1787
Joston, Suffolk, Mass. im2 Sarah (Thaxter) McBean |[Boston, Suffolk, Mass.

Family Information:
m1 Manchester, Salem Co, Mass,, 14 Jan. 1768, Annis Lee (b. 10 Oct 1743; d. Boston, 19 Aug. 1771):
1. Annis Pulling, bap. Boston (Old North Church), 29 Jan. 1769
2. John Pulling, bap. Boston (Old North Church), 22 July 1770

M2 1770s, Sarah (Thaxter) McBean
3._Sally Pulling, bap. Boston (Old North Church), 10 Nov. 1771
‘Additional Information:

What is known about the question?

Fact Source of Fact
annis (Lee) Pulling, d. Boston, 19 Aug. 1771 FBoyle's Journal of Occurances,” NEHG Register, vol. 84, p. 271

lhstorical-and-genealogical-

1
annis (Lee) Pulling, d. Boston, 13 Aug. 1771 (ths differs by 6 [ Christ Church, Boston, Records,” NEHG Register, vol. 102, p. 30
days from above reference)

fhistorical-and-genealogical-
1 rld=236369631)
[Sally Pulling, bap. Boston (Old North Church), 10 Nov. 1771 [Christ Church, Boston, Records,” NEHG Register, vol. 100, p. 234

Mentions parents as John and Sarah (no other identifiying p: gland
fnformation in the abstracts) lnistorical-and-genealogical-

olumeld=11696&rld=241210742)
fSarah (Thaxte) Pulling, dau. of Major Saume & Abigail iliam Richard Cutter, New England Families, Genealogical and Memorial,
(Smith) Thaxter of Hingham, Plymouth Co. Mass rd series, 4 vols. (N.Y- Lewis Historical Publishing Co, 1915), p. 2081

Research Planning Sheet
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1930] Boyle’s Journal of Occurrences in Boston 271

A Child of Mr. Saml. Allyne Otis's baptized at Mr. How-
ard’s Meeting by the Name of Jonathan Mayhew.

19 Died Mr. William Hall Leather-dresser, aged 75 Mrs.
Elizabeth Johnson, wife of Capt. Eleazer Johnson Mrs.
Annis Pulling, Wife of Mr. John Pulling Capt. Ather-
ton Tiough.

29 Married, Mr. Timothy Langdon, Attorney at Law, to Miss

Sally Vans, Daughr. of the late Hugh Vans, Esqr. Merchant.

Sept. 1 Died Capt. John McKown, Shopkeeper Mrs. Mary West,
‘Widow, aged 76 years.

3 This Morning (Tuesday) Mr. John Gore, Junr. intending
an Excursion in the Country with his Friends arose
vigorous and chearful: being casually detained longer
than he expected, his friends Set out without him, with
the expectation that he would soon overtake them, but
alas! his bounds were determined that he could not pass
He was seized with an Appoplectic Fit at ten o’Clock,
and expired at four in the Afternoon.

25 Revd: John Hunt Ordained, and the Revd. John Bacon in-
stalled, Pastors of the Old South-Ch.
27 Died at Plymouth, Mrs. Elizabeth Clark, aged 26, Consort
of the late Mr. Edward Clark, of this "Town Mercht.
Died of an Appoplexy, Dr. Samuel Marshall.
Married, Ralph Inman, Esqr. to Mrs. Elizabeth Smith,
Relict of the late Mr. James Smith, Sugar-baker.
Married, Mr. Abraham Hunt, Vintner, to Miss Polly St.

w®

Octo.

AmericanAncestors.org

30 Christ Church, Boston, Records {Jan.
March 13 Boyes, Bridget, Wife of William  AF: 42
27 C John AE 4
April 1 one y Lieutenant Governor  AE 76
2 Ph.l.p Son ufD;\v\d & Margarct  AE 2 mos.
4 Joseph  AE 7
May 3 George
June 18 Margarct, W e of Nathanacl  AE 47
27 Mary, Wite of Benjamin  AF. 34
July 9 AE
2 Katherine £
30 Green, Martha, Daug of Joseph & Mary AE 2 mos.
Aug. 1 Whire, Benjamin  AE
13 P . of John 18
Sept. 2 Vaughn, Richard, Son of Fra Sarah  AE 18 mos.
6 Thompson, Mary AE 67
17 Cutler, beth  AE 81
23 Eastman,  James, Son of Thomas & Mary AF 2 wk.
Oct. 4 Nations, Mary-Mitchel, Daug of John & Rebecen 2
Nov. 23 Lowden, George AE 4
26 Cuming, Samucl AE 32

1772

AmericanAncestors.org

234 Christ Church, Boston, Records [July
June 23 Fulnford,  Henry Son of fohn Zleanor
23 Hunneman, Nicholas Son of icholas & Elisabeth
23 Hiller, Abigail-Stevens Daug of Joseph & Mary
23 Sampson, ~ Rebecca Daug of Alexander & Hephazibah
July 15 Harris, Mary-Pike  Daug of Samuel-Island & Mary  Private
20 Welch, Benjamin- Son of Francis & Sarah Private
Rankin
21 Cravally, Mary-Ann Daug of Anthony & Hannah
28 Trueman,  Betsey. aug of John & Sarah
Aug. 26 Bass, Hann.’.\h Peirce Dauz of William & Martha Private
Sept. 8 Ryan, Michael Son of Michael
27 Farnum, William Son of John & Elisabeth Private
29 Rockfort, Hannah Daug of Patrick & Mary
Oct. 6 Anderson, Elisabeth Daug of Charles & Mary
Nov. 3 Blyth, Charles- Gllky Sonet _ John & Anne
M* Wheeler
3 Singleton,  John Y Sonol Goors & Mary
by M Wheeler
3 Ceely, Love Daug of John & Hannah
By Mr Whecler
10 Pulling, Sally Daug of John & Sarah
19 Raneford,  William Sonof Thomas & Esperience
Private
Dec. 8 Gifford, Mary Daug of Matthew & Mary
8 Buchanan, ~ Mary Daug of William & Mary  Private
15 Fovill, Samuel Sonof David & Elisabeth
1772
{‘an. 26 Fults, William Son of {ghn & Hannah
eb. 2 Trueman. William Son of illiam & Sarah

AmericanAncestors.org
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g = =

Books aja [l @ ¢ M

member ot the tamiy u in
of lands 8t Weyment,

He married (second) Sarah

(Thaxter) Pulling, widow

of John Pulling, of Boston,

daughter of Major Samuel

and Abigail (Smith) .
Thaxter, descended from e born. ipas. Hs' mevried . (seccod)
Thomas Thaxter of m in 1688] '"g‘ﬂm‘"’ i By TR,

3 Nsjor Simuel
5 ed d Smith) Thaxter desecnded
Hingham. . | Thomas Tha

o1 Undgewater, Masachusets, Clidren
iel. mber Th

xter, of Hingham Cideen:

o lay out the way
He was a private ur
d Major Savage

r 12, 17 ing
Eact Abington, where he die
. 1843 He married, January

DERIVATIVE SOURCE

Google.com

What is the working hypothesis?
1. John Pulling could have been unfaithful to his first wife the year of her death 777

2. Does the baptismal record suggest illegitimacy of Sally Pulling baptized in 1771. No, and no maiden name for Sarah

3. Is there a marriage record in Hingham, Massachusetts for John Pulling and Sarah (Thaxter) McBean?

Which records will | need?

Record Purpose Source/Repository
Hingham, Mass., Vital Records ‘Search for marriage of John Pulling |American Ancestors, Research Center, Boston,
jand Sarah (Thaxter) McBean Mass
Search Strategy:

Research Planning Sheet

e Alcal /J|4'Ju‘{ Jarady SHR R, = oo
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7Y Joto Dbl ey & Sarale I S, e,
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Y
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fito s & f"“'“a{ A ,’, ta /u ol
Fhonar S 1(\.v,‘,/4~/-/m :
eArid £ prey ,
//,m o e sl o Yol /“,/c . ,’ff .}Af 1778 ok
Doy
yf”,,, o “f}’ prriney S lrrabel
i’ e Lo prodhe

Zarre
//"uu,” “~ /Jn,/,,, 3 %j .)rn.a/
‘l v

v i e f I g Loner Jm/f://ﬁ'
M?m 'I!f ir’r»17 2

i Fédree ) S
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Lt

relnp I ¢ leme erl gV x.u/i»‘z[
(5 “u wole A1 /7.2/’-! qe.> -
,/fm 2 L )"m Y oo 979D o Kl WM W1y
Lite ;/./ﬁ"

ot ﬂru/:'_r{ ] drevy eI T N )
e e ot arding oy Dt

]

Hingham Vital Records

Marriage Intention
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[¥] American Ancestors

Family Group Sheet 1st Wife -
1 T PuLtinG — Annis Lee
33| 8™ 27 e 107 [ Boston, Sufolk Co., Mass. (Oid North Ghurch) :
igla {725 san 1767 [““Boston, Sufol Co. Mass, L
i | 2nd Wife -
| EEEE artha MOUNTIOY.
| (B ) saran (TR HeBEAN Sarah Thaxter

80001745 T

#1515 Aug 1771 “Boston, Sufol Co, Mass.
[ Col. John LEE
e mases JoaNNE RAYMOND

| e # /

T £ American Ancestors
ol

FF == Annis. i PULLING Famjly Group Sheet

5 5 1 [ ion, SUTOK G M. (014 Noth G

Z(7723 Nov 1867/ Salem, Essex Co., Mass. H

B[ . John JENKS I

=

[ = sonn . PuLLING

B o T B Sufo o, s, 0 o Gy
S~ =

[Eenal, mi1) Annis LEE
v
Removed baptism of | - Fon THAXTER
i i ™= 17 Dec 1843 [ Abington, Ph ith Co., M
Sally Pulling in 1771 i EMUZTHE‘ER fymouth Co., Mass
for the time being. Abigai SITH

o
1=

Revised Family Group Sheet

What is the working hypothesis?

1. John Pulling could have been unfaithful to his first wife the year of her death. 222

2 Does the baptismal record suggest illegitimacy of Sally Pulling baptized in 1771. No, and no maiden name for Sarah
3. Is there a marriage record in Hingham, Massachusetts for John Pulling and Sarah (Thaxter) McBean? Yes

4. How many Pulling children baptized to a John and Sarah at “Old North Church”

Which records will | need?

Record Purpase Source/Repository

Hingham, Mass., Vital Records Scarch for marriage of John Pulling  |American Ancestors, Research Center, Boston,
DONE land Sarah (Thaxter) McBean Mass.

[Abstracts of “Old North Church” baptismal _|Look for any additional irregularities |New England Historical and Genealogical
Coar in baptisms of children fora John  [Recard, database, AmericanAncestors.org.

Pulling and wife Sarsh

Search Strategy:

Research Planning Sheet

Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Annis:
* Annis, bap. 29 Jan 1769
* John, bap. 22 Jul 1770

Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
* Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771

¢ Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773

¢ Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773

¢ Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782

DERIVATIVE SOURCE

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 14
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What is the working hypothesis?
n Pulling could have been unfaithful to his first wife the year of her death, 777

2 i it C in 1771, No, and idy for Sarah

3.1 there a marriage record in Hingham, Massachusetts for John Pulling and Sarah (Thaxter) McBean? Yes

4. How many Pulling children baptized to a John and Sarah at “Old North Church” § children, 2 in 1773 (S months
apart)

5. Could there be twa men namesi John Pulling wha marry a women named Sarah?

Which records will | need?

Record Purpose Source/Repository
[Hingham, Mass, Vital Records [Search for marriage of John Pulling |[American Ancestors, Research Center,
looNE and Sarah (Thater) McBean [Boston, Mass
[Abstracts of Ol North Church* baptismallLook for any additional [New England Historical and Genealogical
records irrequiarities in baptisms of |Record, database, AmericanAncestors.org.
looNE children for a John Pulling and wife
Sarah
Tax it in Baston, circa 1782 Search for adult men named John |Assessars’ Taking Books" of the Town of
Pulling |Boston, 1780 (pub. 1912), American
Ancestors, Research Center, Boston, Mass.

Search Strategy:

Research Planning Sheet

ASSESSORS'

“TAKING BOOKS™

or e

TOWN OF BOSTON, 1780

RIS Pl TS TR GETYS RRUATIRS
™

1780 Boston Taking Book DERIVATIVE SOURCE

0 Assessors' * Taking. Books™
Ward 10 Of the Towu of Besten, 1750 a

»
»
»
o
%
£
b
®
»
&
B

FH{HEG

e

Next 1o Lobdete

®
® 7o tsgham

R REEETITFRE e

oy
5
e e
Frim 2
o,
iy . 5

1780 Boston Taking Book DERIVATIVE RECORD
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—1783
1783
— 178
1784
1786
1785
1788
1786
1786
1787

Ms.Bos. Tax

T
Additional and abatement books

Valuation book ”m l!!’ln’a

Additional and abatement books

Valuation and tax books -Yards 1-5 M /SSIA
Tax books = Wards 1=12 (2 Voluases) FRAGILE

Taking books - Ward l=12

Addftional and sbatesent books
Additional and sbatement books

Taking books - Wards 6, 11

Minutes book for the 19¢h tax year, 1786 - Vard §

Valuation and tax books - Hards 1-10

1787
1787

1787

bpl.

County taking books - Wards 1-2, 3-4, 9-10
Taking books - Wards 1-2, 9-10, 11-12

Additional and abatement books

1/26/2026
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John Pulling,

1780 Boston Assessors' "Taking Books”

QUESTIONS?

Digging Deeper

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17
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What is the working hypothesis?

1. John Pulling could have been unfaithful to his first wife the year of her death, 722

g baptized in 1771. No, and no maiden name for Sarah
3.1s there a marriage record in Hingham, Massachusetts for John Pulling and Sarah (Thaxter) McBean? Yes

4, How many Pulling childiren baptized to & John and Sarah at “Old North Church” 5 children, 2 in 1773 (5 months
apart)

5. Could there be two men named John Pulling who marry a women named Sarah? There are two adult men in 1780
tax st

Which records will | need?

Record Purpose
[Hingham, Mass. Vital Records Search for marriage of John Pulling|American Ancestors, Research Center,
IDONE and MeBean [Boston, Mass.
[Abstracts of “Old Nerth Church” baptismal Look for any additional [New England Historicol and Genealogical
records rregularities in baptisms of IRecard, database, AmericanAncestors.org.
IpoNE hikdiren for a John Pulling and wite
Sarah

[Tax st in Boston, circa 1782 fSearch for aduit men named John |Assessors” Toking Books™ of the Tawn of

OHE Pulling [Bostan, 1780 (pub. 1912), American

cestors, Research Boston, Ma:

Search Strategy:

Compile land, probate, additional church, and other records and determine the separate the two men named John Pulling,

Research Planning Sheet

1/26/2026

Questions & Thoughts
* How can I separate the two families?

* What tools would work best?
— Timeline?
— Abstract forms?

* Can I determine with accuracy which children
belong to which family?

Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Annis:
¢ Annis, bap. 29 Jan 1769
* John, bap. 22 Jul 1770

Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
* Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771

¢ Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773

¢ Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773

¢ Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782

DERIVATIVE SOURCE

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Timeline of John Pulling Families
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Timeline of John Pulling Families
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1/26/2026

Analysis of Baptismal Records

« Sally Pulling, bap. 10 Nov 1771:
— Baptized 3 mos. AFTER Annis (Lee) Pulling died
— Baptized 14 mos. BEFORE John marries Sarah (Thaxter)
McBean

* Sarah Pulling, bap. 23 May 1773
— Baptized 5 mos. AFTER John marries Sarah (Thaxter)
McBean

* Sarah Pulling, bap. 24 Oct 1773:
— Baptized @ 9 mos after John m. Sarah (Thaxter) McBean
— Not enough months to have last Sarah, bap. in May and have
a new baby

Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Annis:
¢ Annis, bap. 29 Jan 1769
* John, bap. 22 Jul 1770

Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
* | Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771

* |_Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773

Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773

Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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John Pulling,

1780 Boston Assessors'“Taking Books”

apaCs E . AT ; COPP'S HILL BURIAL GROUND 317

Pulling, Aanis (8204 - same entry)
e Lo T PS 3. “Here les buried / the Body of / M™ Annis Pulling / Wife to / M
i o, 08 John Pulling / Ob 1% Aug™ 1771 / Aged 27 Years & 10 M°.”
Pulling, John
[B204 - entry does ot shorw line break before *1771°]
PS 3: “Here lies buried / the Body of / M" John Pulling / ob* 18 Jan”
1771/ Aged 71 Years.”
ulling, John, Capt, (8204 - same entry)
PS 3. “In Memory of Cap' John Pulling / who departed this / life Jan. 25
/1787 / in the 51* year / of his age.”
Pulling, Martha (8204 - same entry)
PS 3: “Here Lies The Body Of / M* Martha Pulling / The Wife Of M* /
John Pulling / Died Jan' 31/ 1753.”

Jobo Capt PUALING

Burials and Funerals 8or
Veasold
+ S Daogher o George Lk Decsed ey
b e i "
H Gl viton »
33 Mo Benjumin Hodgkins -
5 Mo Bown it o o Bromn :
DERIVATIVE RECORDS 3 Ca o Pllng o i
Ouwber 1y iardSoof o, o Plling e il
22 Mooy Do ks i

AmericanAncestors.org

N
19000
o
0

Robert .
Sarsh

19000 ot atloiee Tr0® Drerted ol
s / s, /
toiel clecere
Une? dorot; )
/s 5

ORIGINAL RECORDS

Suffolk Co., Mass. Probate Index
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Probate Abstract Form

SuMfolk Co., Massachusetts

VoL 86, pp. 8485

Administrator

scior: Wita Sarsh Pulling & Joshua Omme, Esa.

= Son,John Pulling: ¢ Bibls bague:

Martha.
Richard

‘Staphan Lawis, Rabart Hichbarn, Banjamint

ohn Pulling, Will, 1787, v. 86, pp.84-85

18March 1783 13Feb 1787
* Wi, Sacah Pulling, cae-half of my rea

e

]
e
= Ny

Tonllorrarctids sy o
e
=

orrones

{ Laiing

reilamd wesesice. gton o

Gl afis sl ons sl L bt arepact,

af i dnet ool s e v e v wai foa e i Fircaf

Ve

1o b ol S

e Sorsr i B T pinse CHoliiiom

ORIGINAL RECORD

1/26/2026

Probate Abstract

e 2image 59

. pp. 45

cior: Wita Sarsh Pulling & Joshua Omme, Esq.

imastata (No WiL) Administrator
ot Putting o
Date ot Wi Date Eatats Provec:
18March 1783 13 e 1787
= Wite, Sarah Pulling, som-half of myreat svtate & one-third of 3 Facr

bt 0 e i e

&

= Son, ohn Puling:the grest Ble bequasthed tome by my |

o aneis
Sarah

o Marna
o Rickard

Staphan Lewis, Rabert Hichbarn, Banjamin Lincola, r.

7 i1 o, s it B sy fourr 5 o ©

soou. Sarodl o iasanat e elogant
Lelbsvire nre BB Free sl B APl A streil tOsiidice s eniBiiar vaeids

v

7 bt ivitial.

John Pulling, Will, 1787, v. 86, pp.84-85

Frnr i Jo Toers . @e

i

O L e
’4'/ ) f

s 1!/1!/'1114’ 21y wtweat £
Creve Crac: Cap o Hiia il Mol e
Coidimird i Milhushh o

irricd vt 9.2l Hies dendk

L ancd suy o fretnal.

i

iy gt A
R 2 o C il

ORIGINAL RECORD

Ciie Ao 1y s

Timeline of
Date Fact Notes/Thoughts
T40ct 1773 | Baptiam of Sarah Puling. gay, o1 John | Could s be the it child of John and
i and Saran, Boston, "0l North Sarsh (Thaxtar) Pulling? Approximatatys
o Chureh™® manths ofter their marriags
e 780 John Pullng, 1axed In Ward & of Which John Pullng 1 this?
e Boston”
780 John Pulling, It 1axad 1n Ward 10,61 | Which Jahn PuLing 5 157
T Boston't
T710n 1780 | Baptism af Martha Puling, day, of | Daughter of John Pulling and Saran
T John and Sarah, Boston, “Old North | Baxter (based on probate of willin 1767,
Chursh™ 500 belaw).
Thug1762 | Baptiamal sonal Daughter of John Pullng and Sarah
L John and Sarah, Boston, "Old North | Baxter (based on probate of willin 1787,
Church™ s00 below).
A |t Then 1787 | Deoth Toshand of Por the obstract, Gapt, John Puling was
o s e Sarah ing. Ha is buried in | * e
it Copps inthe 1736731,
"
e Z8Sen 1787 | Capt. John Pulling, drownod, age 45™ | Based on this ontry, thia Jahn Pullng
was bor circa 1743
78 Estota of John Puling, Suflolk Go.,
Mass., Will, Docket No. 188257
T3Fob 1787 | Estota of John Pulling, Docket No. Tha naming of GaughiarAnn)
18825, proved, i itten 10 Johnwho.
March 1783 d Sarah Thaxter. He also
mantions son John, and sdditional
children: Sarah, Martha, and Richard.
1768 Eatate of John Pulling, Suflolk Go.,
Mass. i 19000

o P L, P e Mt S, 1 5 81

Revised Timeline
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Family Group Sheet

T Christ Church (Old North Church)
Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
«  Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771

e Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773

*  Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773

*  Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780

*  Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782

e THAXTER
likely Hingham, Plymouth Co., Mass
" Abington, Plymouth Co , Mass

n1) Duncan MCBEAN; (m3) Thomas REED

& PG
3[*” Boston, Suffolk Co., Mass_(Old North Church)

- puiiinG
™ Boston, Suffolk Co., Mass. (Old North Church)

= Ritara 2. PuLiNG
™ bap. 4 Aug 1782 Boston, Suffolk Co., Mass. (Old North Church)

poge www.AmericanAncestors.org

John Pulling & Sarah Thaxter FGS

£ 2 American Ancestors. " Heritage & Culnure

Search Events Join/Renew Give

Homa | Advanced

Search All Databases

Joh

Pulling
Years Record Type

70 175 ~
Location Exact Location Keywords

Enter terms of words

Database Type

®All databases O Favorites O Free O With images

Project Category

AmericanAncestors.org

Home | Search Results

Search Results

1- 1 0f 1 records for Name: John Py

ing, Location: Boston, Record Type: Marriage [exact), Vears: 1770 - 1775, Category: Vital Records
for All databases

Results perpage 20 SO 100

Name Events Relationship
5 -
- John PULLING &1 1
Boston, MA Marriages, 1700-1809 . Boston, Suffolk,
8 | Vical Rcords finct Bfbke, Cemetesy Massachusatts, United
Church and SSOI) States
SORT BY View Image Ot ’0
John Pulling & Sarah
Elingwood Married By
Rew. Mather Byles, DD on
CATEGORIES v 3an.3,1771
Genealogies, Biographies, “ "

Heraldry, and Local -
Histories (2)

Search Results
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) Cery Docowex No. 101
Epbraim Vo & Nary Stleae v, Mater” By,

oy
*William Patten & Elizabeth Ballard  Rev. Andrew Eliot,
5 D.D. Mar. 19,1772
William Peirce & Mehettable Lothrop Rev. Andrew Eliot,
Int. ronds | Ponrso) Aug. 20,1772

*John Pulling & Sarah Ellingwood  Rev. Mather Byles,

.D. Jan. 38,1771
‘Thomas Patten & nnah Simpson  Rev. Mather Byles,
road ) D.D. ;

Int.

June 22, 177:

o

DERIVATIVE RECORD

A TR has g
e
R oy e
P
Vi Vi T ™

o Sloan . 20,1757
“DUIWALSITIL. & Blsabeh Davi Rev. Mathr Byl Jua 15, 1765

John Pulling & Sarah Ellingwood

Timeline of John Pulling Families

f L3 ]
= o e ]
L —
North Churoh™™
3Jan 1771 Marriage of John Pulling and Sarah
e Ellingwood by Rev. Mather Byles$
e 13Aug 1771 | Death of Annis (Lee) Pulling, Boston® | Abstracts of Old North Ghurch records
e with ream for eror, derivate source
19Aug1771 | Death of Annis (Lee) Pulling” From Boyle's A Journal of Oceurrences —

potential errors in the transcriptions,
derivative source
T0Nov1771 | Baptism of Sally PULING, gay, Of JONn | Weie-tsthisehwa ety aaughteror

o and Sarah, Boston, “0ld North e
Chureh” on January marriage of Jhn Pulling and
AT Sarah Ellingwood, this s like their child.
= TaNov1772 | Marriage n Pulling, T ikely a clork's
of Bostan, and Mrs. Sarah McBean, of | copy of the original Hingham vital
e~ Hingham®® racords. Information is listad
chronologically.
3Jan1773 | Marriage of John Pulling & Sarah Handwritten entry though likely a clerk's
McBean, Hingham, Mass.® copy of the original Hingham vital

records. Information is listed

Revised Timeline

|
Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Sarah:
* Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
* Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773

Trinity Church, Boston

Baptisms for John Pulling and Sarah
Ellingwood:

* Agnes, bap. 17 Sep 1780

* Hannah, bap. 14 Apr 1782

* John Henry, bap. 10 Apr 1784

* Richard, bap. 13 Nov 1785

4

DERIVATIVE RECORDS
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Timeline of John Pulling Families

T o
e e it

e
ot

11Jun1780 | Baptism of Martha Pulling, dau, of Daughter of John Pulling and Sarah
ston, “Old North Baxter illin 1787,
Church™'¢ 588 below).

175ep 1780 | Baptism of Agnes Pulling, dayJ, of
“John Pulling Jr. by Sarah Ellingwood,
his wife;” Boston, Trinity Church!s
14Aprl 1782 | Baptism of Hannah Pulling, day. of
“John Pulling Jr. by Sarah Ells
his wife;” Boston, Trinity Church’s
4Aug1782 Baptism of Richard Pulling, son of Daughter of John P.lllir\gandsuuh
Boston, “Old North Baxter of will in 1787,
Chureh®'? see below).
10April 1784 | Baptism of John Henry Pulling, son of
“John Pulling, Jr. by Sarah Ellingwood
his wife;” Bosten, Trinity Church?®
13Nov1785 | Baptism of Richard Pulling, son of
“John Pulling Jr. by Sarah Ellingwood
his wife,” Boston, Trinity Church'®
25 Jan 1787 Dwthvflohnﬁlmng husband of Per the abstract, Gapt. John Pulling was.
haxter) Pulling. He is buriedin | “inthe 51* year of his age” -which

Revised Timeline

0 American Ancestors. n American Ancestors

o Family Group Sheet Family Group Sheet

i
5 B som e PULLING. §3 | [ Jon PULLING
H E\” cairaz [ ]

1y 50 17 | Bosion SURO Co. Wass
P Sarah [E- PULLING

3a0 171 [ Boston, Sulla Co., Mass.
2 [ §[ roaw ] Boston, Sufiok Co_ Mass.(a Trnty Church)
E, =

- ELLNGWoOD
[~ S Sk Go_Wase

[ T John e [ PULLING
g [~ Bos\mv Sufolk Go__Mass. (i Trnity Church)
3=
E

=
[ rienaro e PuLLe
7w Bosion.Sufolk Co. Hass Gt Trniy Ghurdh)
Boston-Sufolk Go. I

[FF—sam & PuinG
M

Chureh)

poge1 ‘www AmericanAncestors.org r== T

John Pulling & Sarah Ellingwood

s . U er enmmcen LD, ) T2
Lttt 2 - Docket No.
,/?//.M; R o s I s
P P ..t _
L é; J':"».; e A et 5D ﬁ..t Dreut John Pulling,
S G Ao A L e m. Sarah
o 7 S (Thaxter)
Fotrar o Tty i iy o, Jinew H e McBean

B vk T iy, Cotathio pomeg Sl O g eing

Docket No. 7 .‘;'4 =

19000 o Teaibitels ,

John Pulling, o SanenFilooe. — o

m. Sarah Tt Aoonmgicll IuamseonKoire hane Olocord oalt.
Ellingwood

A Ain, Aot et Hokiborn, "Gt iBaeres.

/’ /.r/./ A Ty tosg, CoPormss bty s £ R 'wv
2ol z 28
(,a‘ T ra ] T it con bt 4 litin: £ ar font v enten

Inventories of both men ORIGINAL RECORDS
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T Bnn onnmnnn S8 ) 0

it e

o
Ao,

A

¢ b
st Scaleof sm.x@

ER BRTLANATION. i

T

Timeline of John Pulling

ove
T
e - =
i Timeline of John Pulling Families
T
] Date Fact Notes/Thoughts
o 23May1773 | Baptism of Sarah Pulling, dai, of John | This child s unUkely to be daughter of
= and Sarah, Boston, “Old North John and Sarah (Thaxter) Pulling as they
= Chureh™® have only been married for for about §
- months.
el 240et 1773 Baptism of Sarah Pulling, day. of John | Could this be the first child of John and
o and Sarah, Baston, “Old North Sarah (Thaxter) Pulling? Approximately 9
L Churgh™! months after their marriage.
= 780 John Pulling, taxed in Ward  of Based on the inventory of the Probate of
4 Boston'? John Pulling, Docket No 18825.
ECT o ] 1780 John Pulling, Jr., taxed in Ward 10 of Based on the inventory of the Probate of
= Boston'? John Pulling, Docket No. 19000.
T 11Jun1780 | Baptism of Martha Pulling. day. of Daughter of John Pulling and Sarah
John and Sarah, Boston, “Old North | Baxter (based en probate of will in 1787,
Church*'* soe below).
- 17Sep 1780 | Baptism of Agnes Pulling, day, of
“John Pulling Jr. by Sarah Ellingwood,
his wife,” Boston, Trinity Church's

ey e,
ey e o e ———-
D ooy Bt o'l g G o 5. 17

Fomieg -t

Revised Timeline

B Amseantoceson 4.

Two Men Named John Pulling

John Pulling, b. 1736/7  John Pulling, b. ca. 1742

* Knownas Capt.andJr. * Known as Capt. and Jr.

at some point in life at some point in life
* Married a woman * Married a woman
named Sarah (Thaxter) named Sarah
McBean - 3 Jan 1773 Ellingwood - 3 Jan 1771
* Had a dau. Sarah in * Had a dau. Sarah in

1773 1773
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Two Men Named John Pulling

John Pulling, b. 1736/7  John Pulling, b. ca. 1742

* Lived in the North End ¢ Lived in the North End
at some point at some point

Baptized all his children * Baptized two children at
at Christ Church (Old Christ Church (Old

North) North)

¢ Involved with the ¢ Involved with the
wharfs wharfs

e Died 25 Jan 1787 * Died by 28 Sep 1787

Organizing Findings

* Relying on basic forms, helps focus your approach

¢ Don’t dismiss anomalies, research them

* Abstract forms and timelines help with clarity

* Remember these tools will continue to be revised
as you work the problem

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors. org

Hire Research Services
research@amer/canancestors. org
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Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

a genealogist and
receive help with your

family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ lladbiies

£7 American Ancestors.

Search  Events i Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Took  Projects  Centers 8 inkiatives.

Getting Organized: Research, Files, Findings 2026

Files, Findings!

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCASTS

oK adkca

o

COURSE TOPICS

Sanusey 6 - CI

Grganizing Your Rescorch

AmericanAncestors.org/getting-organized-research-files-findings-2026

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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NEw ENGLAND HISTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

AmericanAncestors.org
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