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Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Class 4: Organizing Your 
Findings

Getting Organized: 
Research, Files, Findings

Original work compiled by Ann G. Lawthers

Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Genealogical Proof Standard and analysis
• Organizing tools
• Working with your findings
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Voice of Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure, 
Senior Genealogist

Genealogical Proof 
Standard (GPS)

Genealogical Proof Standard
• Reasonably exhaustive research

• Complete, accurate citations to the source or 
sources of each information item

• Tests—through processes of analysis and 
correlation—of all sources, information items, and 
evidence

• Resolution of conflicts among evidence items

• A soundly reasoned, coherently written 
conclusion

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html
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Why Bother With A Proof Standard?

• Guides your evaluation of evidence

• Provides a framework for putting together a 
credible argument for a genealogical fact, e.g. who 
are the parents of Jacob Homer?

• Helps you feel secure with your conclusions, 
especially when your only evidence is indirect

Research Roadmap with GPS

Reasonably Exhaustive Research
• Reviewing a variety of record sets for a specific 

location and period, including browsable records

• It is not reasonable to go to every local historical 
society or repository in-person to do your 
research

• Leverage photocopy/lookup services for items that 
you can't find on web sites like FamilySearch.org 
or AmericanAncestors.org
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Tip
Consider setting up a 

consultation with a 
professional genealogist to 

review your findings.

Principles of Analysis

Source

Original

Derivative

Authored

Information

First-hand

Second-hand

Unknown

Evidence
Direct Indirect Negative

Analyze
• Evaluate the Source

– Original: first recorded form
– Derivative: from something already written or spoken
– Authored: compiled

• Evaluate the Information
– Primary: first-hand (participant)
– Secondary: secondhand (non-participant)

• Evaluate the Evidence
– Direct
– Indirect
– Negative
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Definitions: Sources and Records
• A source is a coherent collection of records

created by a single jurisdiction or a single author 
for a defined purpose.

• A record is that portion of a source which 
pertains to a single event.

Robert Charles Anderson, Elements of Genealogical Analysis
(Boston: NEHGS, 2014) p. 1

Tools to Organize 
Your Findings

Reminder – Use the Basic Tools!
• Multi-Generational Chart (aka Pedigree Chart)

• Family Group Sheet

• Research Plan Template

• Annotated Research Log
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Research Plan Template
• Research subject

• Research question

• What is known about the 
question (and how it is 
known)

• Record dates – for reference

• Working hypotheses

• Which records will I need

• Search strategy

Annotated Research Log

Reminder – Use Digital Tools
• Clooz (https://clooz.com/)

• Notebook apps
– Microsoft OneNote is part of Microsoft 365
– If you have Windows 10 then you already have OneNote
– Adobe Acrobat Pro
– Evernote
– Joplin
– Goodnotes (Windows & Mac)
– Notability (Mac only)

• Spreadsheets

• Word processing 
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Timelines
• Concentrate on chronology

• Are not limited to a family unit

• Can be used in a variety of ways

• Can be created in many different apps

• Can include historical events along with family 
events

Timelines for Historical Context
• Incorporate historical events with events of an 

ancestor or ancestors

• Show cause and effect of certain events

• Offer insight into the whys of your ancestor’s 
choices

• Could explain emigration, migration, 
disappearing family members

Timeline: History & Family

Every fact or information in a 
note has a source citation.

Class 4: Getting Organized

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



1/26/2026

8

Timeline: History & Family Colored text and highlights draw 
attention to questions and issues.

Timelines as a Research Tool
• Force your focus beyond basic events

• Allow you to include a chronological list of:
– Family events
– Military events of ancestors
– Court records of ancestors

• May show how a family may not be the correct 
one for an ancestor

• Can shatter a family story

Research Tool Timeline created by Mary Sayles –
permission granted
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Research Tool Timeline created by Mary Sayles –
permission granted

Comparison Timeline – pg. 1 of 6

15 possible families

Arranged all the births by father and year

Comparison Timeline – pg. 3 of 6 Highlighted the critical year of Orrin 
Skinner’s birth in yellow.
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QUESTIONS?

Working with Your 
Findings

Working with Your Findings
• Likely to use more than one single record

• Likely to use more than one form or method of 
tracking the research

• Should keep files in your digital filing system as 
you progress

Class 4: Getting Organized

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



1/26/2026

11

Family of John Pulling
• Lived in the North End of Boston

• Attended the “Old North Church”

• Children baptized at the “Old North Church”

• Married, as a second wife, 1770s, Sarah (Thaxter) 
McBean

• Died in 1787

Research Planning Sheet

Noticed an immediate 
discrepancy in information 

supplied

Research Planning Sheet
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AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org
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Google.com

He married (second) Sarah 
(Thaxter) Pulling, widow 
of John Pulling, of Boston, 
daughter of Major Samuel 
and Abigail (Smith) 
Thaxter, descended from 
Thomas Thaxter of 
Hingham.

DERIVATIVE SOURCE

Research Planning Sheet

Hingham Vital Records Marriage Intention

Marriage
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Revised Family Group Sheet

1st Wife –
Annis Lee

2nd Wife –
Sarah Thaxter

Removed baptism of 
Sally Pulling in 1771 
for the time being.

Research Planning Sheet

Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Annis:
• Annis, bap. 29 Jan 1769
• John, bap. 22 Jul 1770

Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
• Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
• Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773
• Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773
• Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
• Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782

DERIVATIVE SOURCE
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Research Planning Sheet

1780 Boston Taking Book DERIVATIVE SOURCE

1780 Boston Taking Book DERIVATIVE RECORD

Ward 10
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bpl.org

1780 Boston Taking Book ORIGINAL RECORD

1780 Boston Taking Book ORIGINAL RECORD
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1780 Boston Assessors’ ”Taking Books”

John Pulling, 
Ward 5

John Pulling, 
Ward 10

QUESTIONS?

Digging Deeper
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Research Planning Sheet

Questions & Thoughts
• How can I separate the two families?

• What tools would work best?
– Timeline?
– Abstract forms?

• Can I determine with accuracy which children 
belong to which family?

Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Annis:
• Annis, bap. 29 Jan 1769
• John, bap. 22 Jul 1770

Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
• Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
• Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773
• Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773
• Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
• Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782

DERIVATIVE SOURCE
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Timeline

Analysis of Baptismal Records
• Sally Pulling, bap. 10 Nov 1771:

– Baptized 3 mos. AFTER Annis (Lee) Pulling died
– Baptized 14 mos. BEFORE John marries Sarah (Thaxter) 

McBean

• Sarah Pulling, bap. 23 May 1773
– Baptized 5 mos. AFTER John marries Sarah (Thaxter) 

McBean

• Sarah Pulling, bap. 24 Oct 1773:
– Baptized @ 9 mos after John m. Sarah (Thaxter) McBean
– Not enough months to have last Sarah, bap. in May and have 

a new baby

Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Annis:
• Annis, bap. 29 Jan 1769
• John, bap. 22 Jul 1770

Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
• Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
• Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773
• Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773
• Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
• Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782
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1780 Boston Assessors’ ”Taking Books”

John Pulling, 
Ward 5

John Pulling, 
Ward 10

AmericanAncestors.org

DERIVATIVE RECORDS

Suffolk Co., Mass. Probate Index ORIGINAL RECORDS
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John Pulling, Will, 1787, v. 86, pp.84-85 ORIGINAL RECORD

John Pulling, Will, 1787, v. 86, pp.84-85 ORIGINAL RECORD

Revised Timeline
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John Pulling & Sarah Thaxter FGS

Christ Church (Old North Church)
Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
• Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
• Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773
• Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773
• Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
• Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782

AmericanAncestors.org

Search Results
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John Pulling & Sarah Ellingwood

DERIVATIVE RECORD

Revised Timeline

Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Sarah:
• Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
• Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773

Trinity Church, Boston

Baptisms for John Pulling and Sarah 
Ellingwood:
• Agnes, bap. 17 Sep 1780
• Hannah, bap. 14 Apr 1782
• John Henry, bap. 10 Apr 1784
• Richard, bap. 13 Nov 1785

DERIVATIVE RECORDS

Class 4: Getting Organized

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



1/26/2026

24

Revised Timeline

John Pulling & Sarah Ellingwood

Inventories of both men

Docket No.
18825
John Pulling, 
m. Sarah 
(Thaxter)
McBean

Docket No.
19000
John Pulling, 
m. Sarah 
Ellingwood

ORIGINAL RECORDS
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Revised Timeline

• Known as Capt. and Jr. 
at some point in life

• Married a woman 
named Sarah (Thaxter) 
McBean – 3 Jan 1773

• Had a dau. Sarah in 
1773

• Known as Capt. and Jr. 
at some point in life

• Married a woman 
named Sarah 
Ellingwood – 3 Jan 1771

• Had a dau. Sarah in 
1773

John Pulling, b. ca. 1742John Pulling, b. 1736/7

Two Men Named John Pulling
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• Lived in the North End 
at some point

• Baptized all his children 
at Christ Church (Old 
North)

• Involved with the 
wharfs

• Died 25 Jan 1787

• Lived in the North End 
at some point

• Baptized two children at 
Christ Church (Old 
North)

• Involved with the 
wharfs

• Died by 28 Sep 1787

John Pulling, b. ca. 1742John Pulling, b. 1736/7

Two Men Named John Pulling

Organizing Findings
• Relying on basic forms, helps focus your approach

• Don’t dismiss anomalies, research them

• Abstract forms and timelines help with clarity

• Remember these tools will continue to be revised 
as you work the problem

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/getting-organized-research-files-findings-2026

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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