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Genealogists are guilty of using their 
computers as glorified 3x5 index cards…
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And while 3x5 cards have served their 
purposes over the years…
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Embrace the Power
• The computer can help us in the analysis of the data we 

have compiled during our research.

• Don’t just use it to enter names, dates, and places.

• Don’t just rely on the image that you were taken to from 
a search.

• Be inquisitive.
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Art of Analysis
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Basics of Analysis 

• Source Analysis

• Record Analysis

• Linkage Analysis
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Analyze the Source 
and the Record

• A source is a coherent collection of records
created by a single jurisdiction or a single author 
for a defined purpose.

• A record is that portion of a source which 
pertains to a single event.

Robert Charles Anderson, Elements of Genealogical Analysis (Boston: 
NEHGS, 2014) p. 1
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Analysis of our genealogy
• The individual study

OR

• The study of interrelationships of all those 
families.
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Computers to the rescue
• When you move beyond your genealogy program, 

then you remove the need to force an individual 
into a family, thus opening up other possibilities.

• Using other programs offer you a variety of ways to 
evaluate and analyze the people you find.

• Remember to go beyond the document you found.
• Ask questions.
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Genealogy programs
• Are intended to arrange individuals into family units.

• Do not always offer easy methods for recording 
information about unrelated individuals.
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The Art of Analysis
• What life events am I missing for an ancestor?

• What records may exist to fill in those missing life 
events?

• Have I accounted for his or her whereabouts from 
birth to death?

• What records haven’t I searched?

• How does my ancestor relate to others who are 
listed in his records?
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The Art of Analysis
• Genealogy 

programs can 
do some of 
the analysis.
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Timelines
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Individuals linked to a source
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To-Do Tasks
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Who was born where?
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Tip:
Don’t be swayed by 

shaky leaves or accept 
a link suggestion. 

RESEARCH IT.
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Beyond Genealogy 
Programs
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Beyond Genealogy Programs
• Genealogy database programs, such as Ancestral 

Question, Reunion and RootsMagic, are not the 
only programs of use to genealogists.

• There are many programs with the ability to help 
you in the analysis of your research.
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Genealogical Analysis
• Ancestral Sources (Win) -

http://www.ancestralsources.com/

• ByGones (Win) - http://userwebs.rmci.net/bygones/

• Clooz(Win) - https://clooz.com/

• Custodian for Family Historians (Win) -
http://www.custodian3.co.uk/

• Genota (Win) - http://www.genota.com/

• GenSmarts (Win) - http://gensmarts.com/

Salt Lake City Research Tour 2025

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 20



Clooz
• Intended to aid you in the tracking of research 

rather than individuals.

• Can generate a variety of different reports to help 
you view the data in different ways, in which 
information might stand out.
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Clooz
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Clooz
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Clooz
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GenSmarts
• Evaluates the data as it has been entered in your 

genealogy program.

• Offers suggestions of additional research avenues.

• May call your attention to research you 
overlooked or record sources you were unaware 
of.
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GenSmarts
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GenSmarts
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General Notebook 
Apps and Programs
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General Notebok Apps and 
Programs

• Aquaminds NoteTaker (Mac) - https://www.aquaminds.com/

• Evernote - https://evernote.com/

• Goodnotes - https://www.goodnotes.com/

• Google Keep - https://workspace.google.com/products/keep/

• Microsoft OneNote - https://www.office.com/

• Notability (Mac) - https://support.gingerlabs.com/hc/en-us

• NoteLab (Windows/Mac/LINUX) - https://java-
notelab.sourceforge.net/ 
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Note Taking Software
• Variety of software programs with different 

focuses.

• Some of them offer a “notebook” approach to a 
project.

• A tabbed notebook approach for different records, 
photos, web pages, family group sheets and more 
can be a useful arrangement.
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Evernote
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Evernote.com

Change Notebook

N
o
t
e
s
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NoteTaker
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OneNote
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OneNote
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Office Productivity 
Programs
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Office Software
• Apache OpenOffice - http://www.openoffice.org/

• Microsoft 365 Copilot - https://www.office.com/

• Apple iWork - https://www.apple.com/iwork/ 
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Tip:
Look into Google Docs 

if you have a Google 
account
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Research Log 
 
Ancestor's name 
 
 

Standerfer, Drew, Farmer 
Objectives 
 

Locate records on these families 

Locality 
 

IL, IA, NE, WA 
 

 
Date of 
Search 

Location/ 
Call number 

Description of source 
(Author, title, year, pages) 

Comments 
(Purpose of search, results, 

etc) 

Copies 
Made 

20 Mar 
2000 

FHL 
1941201 

Johnson County, Nebraska 
Marriage Records 
Box 1, fol. 1-6 1858-1883 

Located the marriage of 
Benjamin Standeford to Mary 
Holcomb, 14 Feb 1872 in 
Vesta, Johnson, Nebraska 

2 copies 

20 Mar 
2000 

FHL 
545921 

1870 Federal Census 
Wapello County, Iowa 

Extracted the family of Isaih 
STANDERFER found on p. 55 
in Center Twp. 

 

20 Mar 
2000 

FHL 
979.723 
V2b 

Births and Deaths of 
Stevens County, 
Washington 
1890-1907 

Searched for entry of 
Benjamin Standerfer who died 
in 1904 in Addy, Stevens Co., 
WA but did not find an entry 

 

20 Mar 
2000 

FHL 
979.723 
V2b 

Tombstone Inscriptions, 
Stevens County, 
Washington by Carrie 
Lartique and Belva 
Pederson (Spokane, WA: 
n.p., 1976)  

Located entry for Benjamin 
Standerfer on p. 88.  Copied all 
pages for Addy Cemetery 
where he is buried.  Also 
copied p. 43, listing of 
Highland & Calvary Cemetery 
with Standerfer entries 

6 copies 
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Pages for Mac
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Word Processing Program
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http://www.openoffice.org/
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Census Research
• Wheeler families in Athens County or Morgan 

County, Ohio in 1830 with a daughter in the 
“Under 5” or “5-9” columns

• Wheeler families in Athens County or Morgan 
County, Ohio in 1840 with a daughter in the “10-
14” or the “15-20” columns
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1830 Ohio Census Abstracts
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1840 Ohio Census Abstracts
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Land Records
• Whether finding them online or in courthouses

• Index abstracts to a spreadsheet

• Include a results or comments column 
– Did you digitize the record?
– Did it mention people of interest?
– Were there quitclaim deeds? This would suggest 

possible relatives.
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Applying to Your 
Family
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Applying to Your Family
• If research causes you to go “Hmmmmm….” then 

you have questions

• Don’t ignore those questions

• Many ways to use computers/tablets for questions
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Compare & Contrast
• Use forms to abstract

• How are people connected?

• How are they not connected?

• Who can be traced forward?
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Compare & Contrast
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Combine
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Asking Questions
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Asking Questions
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Who Are the Parents?
• Every new generation on a chart brings this 

question

• Further back in your generations, harder this is to 
answer sometimes

• Can be lead astray with names that are the same
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What Records Can Help?
• Census

• Tax

• Land

• Probate

When 
combined they 
may answer 
questions
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• Alexander Millen

• Annason (Ananias) 
Millen

• Samuel Millen

• Reuben Mason

• Perley Mason

• Joseph Mason (Orford)

Lyman & OrfordLittleton

People of Interest - 1810
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Annanias Millen - Census
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Littleton Taxes - Clooz
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1810 Tax Report from Clooz
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1810 Tax Report from Clooz

1810 Census in Lyman

Order of Other Tax
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Littleton Poll Taxes - Excel
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Timelines
• Compile timeline that includes
– Begin with ancestral events
– Add general events pertinent to period & locality

• Consider color coding (may need a key)

• Include a column for notes/thoughts

• Include source citations
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Timeline: History & Family

Every fact or note has a source 
citation.

Salt Lake City Research Tour 2025

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 68



Timeline: History & Family Colored text and highlights draw 
attention to questions and issues.
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Timeline: History & Family
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Review
1. Lack of analysis builds brick walls
2. Go beyond the information 

expected
3. Many programs and apps 

available
4. Ask questions
5. Compare and contrast
6. Cast a wide net, narrow from 

there

Salt Lake City Research Tour 2025

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 71



QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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