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OVERVIEW

 Presentation (60 mins.)

* Inhabitants and Warnings Out .
* Demonstration .
* Service for the Town .
* The Start of the Town .
* Selectmen 3
* Tithingmen

e Q&A (30 mins.)
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Fence Viewers

Hogreeves

Other Town Offices

Town Meetings

Working with Town Records
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Inhabitants and Warnings
Out

Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure,

Senior Genealogist
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Privileges of Town Inhabitancy

* Land
* Common land for grazing
* Fishing and hunting privileges

* If became indigent, right to be
cared for by the town

e Could hold office

Image from www.revolutionarywarjournal.com
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When Did Warnings Out Change?

* Never went to the county level

* Settlement Acts began to phase out warnings out
— 1793 — Massachusetts
— 1796 — Connecticut
— 1796 - New Hampshire
— 1817 - Vermont
— 1821 - Maine

* Poor Relief acts basically eliminated warnings out
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ervice for the Town
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The Start of a Town
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Timeline - Bath, N.H.

* 1769 - Official grant of land from George III (new - earlier one forfeited)

— Contained 20,090 acres (some set aside for roads and unimprovable lands
totaling 1,040 acres)

— Those on the grant to get 100 equal shares

— All white and other pine trees for masting for Royal Navy
— Center of town - Town lots of 1 acre

— Recorded in Book of Patents 9 March

* 1770 -
— Twelve families must be settled by 1 May
— Payment of one ear of Indian corn to the Crown (if lawfully demanded)
— Good wagon road cut through town by 1 May
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Timeline - Bath, N.H.

1771 - 1 May every year going forward, 1 shilling Proclamation
money per 100 acres owned (prorated based on lands owned)

1774 - 60 families settled on the lands by 1 May (or forfeit of grant)

1780 — Patent received and recorded in Book of Charters for Bath,
18 May 1780 (original grantees: 100)

1784 — Meeting called to choose town officers
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Bath, N.H., Town Records, 1784
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Bath, N.H., Town Records, 1784
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Office Description

Town Clerk \/ Keeper of vital records, recorded meeting proceedings, administered oaths
and affidavits, certified licenses.

Selectmen V Elected to one year term, managed affairs of town. Known as Town
Councilors in Rhode Island.

Treasurer V Managed town’s finances, presided over reimbursements (military service,
care of poor, services by townspeople).

Constable V Posted notice for town meetings, “policeman” of the town, warned out
strangers, could act as tax collector if position did not exist.

Tithingmen Ensured that townspeople made contributions to meetinghouse and salary

\/ of minister, monitored church attendance, observed conduct of

townspeople.

Overseers of the Poor | Charged with using town funds to support town inhabitants who were

unable to support themselves. Support took the form of supplies, services,
or money.

Surveyor of nghy

Inspected town roads, determined when and where new roads would be
constructed.

Assessor Responsible for listing the names of property owners (real and personal
property) and determining how much tax they should pay.
Tax Collector Collected the assessed taxes.

Fence Viewers \/

Reviewed fences and property boundaries, moderated boundary disputes.

Hogreeves \/

Caught stray livestock, fined owners for straying animals.
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Tip:

Use the Town Officer Lists to Place
Your Ancestor in Place and Time
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QUESTIONS?
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electmen
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Tithingmen
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JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY STUDIES

IN

HistoricarL AND PoriticaL ScIeNcE

HERBERT B. ADAMS, Editor

History is past Politics and Politics present History.—Freeman

v ' From original town records it appears that it was the duty

: of the early New England Tithingman, not merely to pre-
SAXON T ITHING-MEN serve order in the meeting-house, but to see to it that every
one went to church. The Tithingman was a kind of eccle-
siastical ¢¢ whipper-in.” After looking over the congrega-
tion to find if any seats were vacant, the Tithingmen would
steal out and explore the horse-sheds, the adjoining fields
and orchards, the inns and ordinaries, and even the houses
of the village, in order to search out skulkers from divine
service. According to the town records of Salem, it is clear

s . - - A a4 L] s . (AR ] -

Saxon Tithing-men by Herbert B. Adams
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By HERBERT B. ADAMS, Ph. D.
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urveyor of Highways
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Haverhill, Mass., Town Records
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Fence Viewers
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96 FENCE-VIEWERS.

| FENCE.VIEWERS.
I. How to be cRosen, qualified, and sworn.

Every town® shall, at their annual town-meeting for the
choice of officers, choose two or more judicious and dis
creet freeholders, to be Fence-Viewers, to be sworn as othe:
town officers are, to the faithful discharge of the duties o
their office ; each of whom, in case 'of refusal after sever

days’notice, shall pay a fine of five dollars to the use of the

town. And another person shall forthwith be sworn it
his stead. ‘

Massachusetts Requirements
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Hogreeves
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HOG REEVES

New England towns appointed hog reeves (officers charted with the prevention
or appraising of damages by stray swine). Hogs were usually supposed to be
yoked (wear collars) and have rings in their noses, which reduced the amount
of damage they could do to gardens and crops by rooting. This was not a minor
concern, because this food was necessary for human survival. There were
punishments established for failure to control animals. The fine in Chelsea was
"10 shillings for each swine for every time it is found without a keeper." But,
the damaged party had to have an adequate fence, as in 1643 Virginia where "if
he be deficient therein, what damage he shall systeyne by hoggs, goats or cattle
whatsoever shall be to his own losse and detriment." Wandering livestock were
called "estrays," they were "taken up," and they often were taken to the
"pound." Notice of such actions are found in town records and county court
minutes.

If the owner of a hog had not 'rung' and 'yoked' their hogs, and they got loose
and became a nuisance in the community, one or more of the men assigned as
Hog Reeve would be responsible for capturing the animal and performing the
necessary chore for the owner; who could legally be charged a small fee for the
service.

Reeve" derives from the same root as the "riff" in sheriff, and a hog reeve
rounded up stray hogs. He turned them over to the pound keeper, who fed them
until claimed by the owner, who paid set fees.

Descriptions of Official Positions... Chelsea

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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ther Town Offices
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Other Town Offices

e Assessor —

— Responsible for listing the names of property owners (real and
personal property) and determining how much tax they should pay

— Determining the amount of property that needed to be sold if taxes
were unpaid

* Opverseer of the Poor -
— Took charge of funds for the indigent

— Supervise the poor house (alms house)
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DIGITIZED COLLECTIONS Massachusetts Historical Society

Bk to eollect - ) Boston Overseers of the Poor Records, 1733-1925
SHSEES . » ll. Almshouse records, 1735-1911 [read more]

4 Reel 7, Box 8, Folder 5, "Casebook" of persons ... Reel 8, Box 9, Folder 1, Record book containing admissions Reel 8, Box 9, Folder 2, Records of Admissions to ... »
and discharges; and list of children bound out, 1756-1790
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QUESTIONS?

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 5: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Town Meetings
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Manchester, N.H., Stray Animals
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Bradford, Vt., Town Record, 1786
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Working with Town Records
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his sons, Amos and Julius Smith, reside in town.

ELIPHALET MASON moved to Bath [NH) from Greenland NH about 1822, and in 1826
came to Lyman, locating in the northern part of the town. He was a farmer,
and died here in 1855. Three of his sons, Joshua, Shubael S. and John,
located here, and were for a time engaged in the lumber business, owning

a mill in the northern part of the town. Joshua died in 1873. Shubael S.

and John still reside here. The latter has served the town in various
offices, has been selectman, town clerk, overseer of the poor, &c.

TIMOTHY B. HURD, son of Jacob, who came from England, was born in Bath [NH]
in 1797, and came to Lyman about 1827. He was a cloth-dresser by trade, and
located on the farm now owned by William B. Hurd, on road 4. He died in
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his sons, Amos and Julius Smith, reside in town.

ELIPHALET MASON moved to Bath [NH] from Greenland NH about 1822, and in 1826
came to Lyman, locating in the northern part of the town. He was a farmer,
and died here in 1855. Three of his sons, Joshua, Shubael S. and John,
located here, and were for a time engaged in the lumber business, owning

a mill in the northern part of the town. Joshua died in 1873. Shubael S.

and John still reside here. The latter has served the town in various
offices, has been selectman, town clerk, overseer of the poor, &c.

TIMOTHY B. HURD, son of Jacob, who came from England, was born in Bath [NH]
in 1797, and came to Lyman about 1827. He was a cloth-dresser by trade, and
located on the farm now owned by William B. Hurd, on road 4. He died in
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his sons, Amos and Julius Smith, reside in town.

ELIPHALET MASON moved to Bath [NH] from Greenland NH about 1822, and in 1826
came to Lyman, locating in th north n part of the town. He was a farmer,
and died here in 1855. Three of his sons, Joshua, Shubael S. and John,
located here, and were for a time eng ged in the lumber business, owning

a mill in the northern pa t of the town. J shua died in 1873. Shubael S.
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Bath, N.H., Town Records — Minutes — 1825
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Petition for a road by many
petitioners, and this was the
suggested route for the new
road.
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations
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Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through
19th Centuries

Thank you for registering for the online seminar, Researching in New England Town Records: 17th Through 19th Centuries!

Among family history researchers, early New Englanders are famous for having created a wealth of records that provide insights into their lives. This was in
large part due to the important role that the town played in early New England. Town and church records from the region can contain a wealth of
genealogical information—including records of births, marriages, burials, mortgages, name changes, and more. In this 5-week online seminar we'll delve

into these important resources for New England researching in the 17th through 19th centuries and demonstrate how you can get the most out of these
records for your own family history.

This course includes five 90-minute classes and exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation. These recordings and all course
materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-new-england-town-records-17th-

through-19th-centuries
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 5: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

£ American Ancestors.

A NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HISTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Copyright © 2025

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center






