Class 4: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries 12/16/2025

Researching in New
England Town Records:
17th through 19th

Centuries

Class 4: Diving Deeper: More New England
Financial Records

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist
THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
£ American Ancestors.

ER FOR FAMILY HisTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure

Senior Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)

* Treasurer’s Accounts
+ Ear Marks

* Warnings Out

* Pew Deeds

Q&A (30 mins.)

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 4: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries 12/16/2025

- ———
Tl year 1y 49/ /2/\(,{3 7
IM{H/*-G Ac 0y 27D /o G(;, THE A Lo

: l‘f‘l‘,“— "7‘- ’,/‘,-v}' '-)‘ L7 / /,‘,‘3;)1;

amics fiufcer Yol )
(,! Y‘,a{";,/; .‘/‘,[ oAy /Hﬁﬂfﬂ}n- ‘7'7.0(
W an) prak / .L("N/(!/, c F;f“
SurAf b ‘/ ) N feyy/ Pn{'n
- ’/, } W/ (V5 a//) 1‘ ;.Z‘I ff,
/ s r/“ 7, :’f ’a/m
Voice of ] f'/»é /:’%C{f‘ (?/f

Rhonda R. McClure, Q) rr
¢ Kl 7d i~
Senior Genealogist / ‘ ‘” tf l/ ’?ﬁ’ /{})
2 5 f{‘—}u‘f ” ff/:(lﬁ??
} ’
. |

Great Reference

* Insight into many town
records

* Digging for
Genealogical Treasure
in New England Town
Records

* By Ann Smith Lainhart
* Published 1996

) Ann Smith Lainhart
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Treasurer’s Accounts
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Treasurer

Managed town’s finances

Presided over reimbursements
— Military service

— Care of poor

— Services by townspeople (constructing and
repairing roads, building school house, etc.)

Treasurer’s Accounts

* Located throughout the town records volumes

 Includes at least:

— Name of person

— Amount paid

* May include reason for payment

MIDDLESEX COUNTY
TOWN HALL
BILLERICA
MASSACHUSETTS

TOWN RECORDS

VOLUME
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AKE CIT JTAH
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Billerica, Mass., Town Records, vol. 5
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Billerica, Mass., Town Records, vol. 5,
p. 278
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Subjects.

Must be accessed at a FamilySearch Center
or a FamilySearch Library Affiliate

https://www.familysear g/en/search/catalog/k
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Filmi/Digital Notes
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Farmat

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/koha:419139
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EXETER

"TAX BOOK

TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT.

1881.

Treasurer’s Report — Exeter, R.I.
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ESIFER TAX DOOK. a

= EXETER TAX BOOK.

TREASURER'S REPORT.

Fux e Yean exoixe Mav 31y, 1651

STATEVENT OF INDEETED

Treasurer’s Report — Exeter, R.I.
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RECEIPTS § EXPENDITURES ON ACC'T OF 'OOR.

1880.

June 16,
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Treasurer’s Report — Exeter, R.I.
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Earliest Colonial Settlements

org/search, 161952m

19

Ear Marks

¢ Cattle and sheep were grazed on common lands

* Important that each animal had identifying mark

* Marks recorded by town clerk

— Transfer of ear marks from person to person may
prove parentage or relationships

— May be altered by generation

* May be found in proprietor’s records

20
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Question: How is Nathaniel Peck
Ear Mark - Rehoboth, Mass.

related to Comfort Peck, Jr.?
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Ear Mark - Ipswich, Mass.
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Tip:

Do not assume

everyone mentioned is
related
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Cenealogical Evidence: Marks for Catile wndl Sheep )
v. Bad
vi. Sar
(Eden was separated oif from Ms. Deses husthe peiod betnen
th ik okl by b vl in the Eden area.)
vi. Elisha b. 33 May 1773
v r,q.mmn

ix. son md
. Joscph b.

. Jounna b. 10 Dec.

Elth Couton, otbesof the e chibdrcn .18 o, 1546
Bathsheba Conins, consortof Elsha Cousinsd. 23 Mar. 1830,

Ichabod Cousins Clerk 0 of Joanna Couss b 11 Mar. 1806 and d. 13
Mar. 1823,

Elishs Couing macks for cole and shecp i & crop off the lef car and &
ik e i oo g8 o ol

—_—

On page 34 of the Eden vital roccods might be the family reconds of theie third -

Al Johar ¥ Formatting suggests that the
The rh’dvrnol M.- le:im and Hannah his wife: ear marks appear under the

list of children in the town

records.

vi. Joseph b. 3 Aug. 10
vii. Elishab. 29 Nov. 1862

Hannsh wife of John Cousins d 25 Apr. 180,

John Cousin and Mise Mary Higgins intend marrisge 25 Apr. 1804 (un.

doubiedly ane o the shorion petkad of mouming om fecord) and were

married 24 June 1804 Theirchild

wiii. Levib. 18 Mar. 1805, d. 7 May 1805
Johm oo Eden and Mo Eliza Minghese of Mount Dt iind
marriage 24 May 1821, and were maried 7 June 1821 by Rev. Enoch
Hunting.

John Cousing mark for catle and sheep is a crop off the right car and @
nick the under side of the let ear.

NGS Quarterly, vol. 57 (1969)

28

‘ Volume 1 included years 1789-1809 ‘

https://www.familysear:

3/3:1:3Q9M-CSVL-8C28
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. Johnb. 27 Mar. 1764

farpd (rvscnar dorn Az iv. Ephraim b. 1 Aug. 1766; d. 18 Aug. 1766
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Eden (now Bar Harbor), Me., vol. 1, p.

62
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Tip:

Ask yourself questions
when things don't add

up

N

‘ Volume 2 included years 1780-1884 ‘

https://www.familyse

:3Q9M-CSVL-8C2L
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Earmark
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Tip:

Look at the front of the

register volume
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QUESTIONS?

Land Ownership in New England

. Companies Proprietors

*Grants by *Received * Established *Received
the King to acreage towns and the original
lands in from the granted lots of land
North King for the lands to from the
America purpose of individuals proprietors

settlement they wanted
in town

39
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Chronology of Laws
| __vear | Law
1620 James |, grant to “Council established at Plymouth... for the
Planting, Ruling, and Governing of New England in America”
1629 Charles |, grants Massachusetts Bay Charter
1629 Charles |, grants New-Plimouth Charter
1631 Grant to Connecticut Colony
1638 Roger Williams’ Settlement in Rhode Island
1671 First Plymouth Warning Out Law
1673 First Connecticut Warning Out Law
1692 First Massachusetts Warning out Law
1718 First Warning Out Act in New Hampshire
1787 First Warning Out Act in Vermont

12/16/2025

40

Warnings Out

Towns were responsible for support of indigent in
their community

Towns originally supplied lands to inhabitants
(proprietor’s land grants)

New arrivers to a town who could purchase land
of another in town could reside in town

The towns expected those who arrived with no
manner of support would require assistance from
the town to survive

41

Constables —- Warnings out

To keep track of newcomers

Warned out strangers:
— Directed by selectmen
— Required to serve warrant
— Required to return proof to selectmen
— Try to ascertain information about the strangers

Duties pursuant to laws of the town and/or colony
(and then state)

42
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bt e work

Josiah Hanry Banton Ii

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Warning_Out_in_New_England/uBfWQ

Nc8h08C?hl=en
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Warning Out in New England

TABLE OF CONTENTS.
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Wiscasset was originally incorporated
in 1760 as Pownalborough.

Wiscasset, Maine - 1765 Incorporated as Wiscasset in 1802.
s
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Lynn, Massachusetts: 1749-1753, 1767
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Physical

Notes

Must be accessed at a FamilySearch Center
or a FamilySearch Library Affiliate
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Film/Digital Notes

Index of names

seation atect " g Srwsy Homos: armat
Locan Caection/shett i s E

Index to warnings 0wt of town A 2 Unaed States & CanadaFim 1001838 7897428 -
Warrings out of tome v. 1 Arharst - Durham scond  Unted States & CansdaFim 33568 030
Unted States & CanadaFim 983569 w0381

WWarmings out of town v.2 £ast Kingsion - Lichéeid . 3
Lor em Macke

Unted States & CansdaFim 983570 assemn

Volumes alphabetical by

NAMB b 0.4 )

Warned from  (“rpnn.f

Warning dated ,47.[}-:,_-.5",'. 4, /720 Served Q/ﬂz/ LF 1220
Came from );/“._»o—h_ )i &L,

Date 0, 4, /% 1770

Time in town

Remarks

Vol. / p. /53
N.H. Warnings Out Index Card

50

T

Warning Out of John J. Austin T Response of Constable

and Family

g ¥ “ =3
Concord, N.H. Warnings Out, vol. 1, p. 153 i x i

51
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Warning Out of John J. Austin

52

Likely a father, mother, and children,
but not identified as such.
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Warning Out of John J. Austin
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Tip:

Always look at least

one image to the right!
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Monson, N.H., Warning Out, 1751
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Given 14 days to leave Monson, N.H. and
return to Andover, Mass.

Monson

Warning Out, 1751
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Warning

Partition

Berwick, Me., Town Records, vol.
3, pp. 28-29

QUESTIONS?

Pew Deeds
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Pew Deeds

* May be referred to in probate records

Recorded in town records

Offer insight into religious denomination

May show family relationships

Like land deeds, recorded with civil authorities

12/16/2025
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Andover, So. Parish, Pew Deed, 1805
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Isaac Abbot Pew Deed Information:
* Two Sons:
* lsaac Abbot Jr.
* William Abbot
* One named daughter:
* Prisa Abbot, unmarried in
1805
* Two pews:
* No. 2, on the floor
* No. 15in the gallery

64

remoman 4 > (NEGHOHOI

Historical manual of the South church in Andover, * |[e][~
Mase ([ E]E

ttps://archive.org/details/historicalmanual00sout

65

HISTORICAL MANUAL

SOUTI CHURCH IN ANDOVER, MASS.

AUGUST. 1850.

Historical Manual... South Church...

66
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T

CATALOGUE OF MEMBERS,

FROM THE FORMATION OF THE CHURCH, IN 1711, TO 1858,

(11 U, 1308 Bov. 17114|  Oet. 2

SUSNAN 30 ANOOIVIVO

Historical Manual... South Church

67

Tip:

Look for period-specific

pew map

Andover south meeting house church pew map

Google
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ANDOVER
CENTER

For

HISTORY

& CULTURE

OurWebSits Mome Keyword Search BrowseByTorm  Advanced Search  Random Images Archives Photos  Libraries  Objects

Archive Record

Images

imaga1of 1

https://andoverhistoryandculture.pastperfectonline.com/

70

i B

1788 Pew Map, South Parish

71

Title

South Grure Saating Pin 17881833

Catalog Number

19810416

Object Name

Drawing

Scope & Content

Kayout price 01833 oo od

Search Terms

Year Range from

1788

‘Year Range to

1833

Extent of Description

1 shest paper 10 172X 16 112"

https://andoverhistoryandculture.pastperfectonline.com/

72
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= - _) WikipEDIA

Rev. Peter Sanborn House

Seealso (o . Ougm

References

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rev._Peter_Sanborn_House

76

Review

* Town financial records offer many insights into
ancestors

¢ Are seldom indexed

* May be Al searchable on FamilySearch.org

* Registers should always be examined at the front
for information about copying of older registers

* May offer links to family relationships

77

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

a genealogist and
receive help with your

family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ lladbiies

£ American Ancestors. i RN PR p— . -
Search Events Join/Renew Give O MillonNames  Publicatiors  Expert Help  Tools  Projects  Centers bnitiatives

Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through
19th Centuries

https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-new-england-town-records-17th-
through-19th-centuries

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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