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OVERVIEW

Presentation (60 mins.)

"Follow the Money" Approach

Land Records (Native American Deeds, Proprietor Records,
and other Land Deeds)

Tax Records

Probate Records

Q&A (30 mins.)
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"Follow the Money" Approach

* When vital records do not exist or have significant
gaps, we turn to financial records to learn more
about our ancestors

* This approach can be used to track an individual's
movements through a country or overseas

* It can help clarify relationships between families
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Land Records
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Why use Land Records?

« In some cases, a land record may be the only
documented source you can locate.

« Land records can often trace generations of
ownership of a single parcel of land.

o Using land records, you may determine the site of
your ancestor's house or farm today.
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Tip:

Remember not all deeds were

recorded at the date of the sale.
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INDIAN

Bangs, Jeremy Dupertuis, Indian Deeds:
Land Transactions in Plymouth Colony,
1620-1691, (Boston: NEHGS, 2002).

Indian Deeds by Jeremy Bangs
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Tip:

Indian Deeds were not always

recorded before legal
settlement occurred by
colonists.
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Proprietor Records
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Land Distribution Process
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17th - 18t century

* General Court assigns
grants of land to groups
of settlers.

* These settlers form
Proprietorship
Committees to
distribute land to settle
towns.
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Where to find Proprietor Records?

Town Halls, Town Clerk, Tax Office or assessor

County Registry of Deeds

Libraries and local historical societies

FamilySearch Library microfilm

Published transcriptions of Proprietor records
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FamilySearch Catalog

Search the catalog of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch. Many items can be loaned to
local family history centers around the world.

Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.
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FamilySearch Catalog
Search the catalog of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch. Many items can be loaned to
local family history centers around the world.
Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.
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PROPRIETO
PAPERS

x

Dorchester / Stoughton, Mass. Proprietors’ Records
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Details of Proprietor Meetings
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Tip:

Tax records can indicate when

your ancestor was paying
real estate tax.
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Tax Records of Proprietors
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Tip:

Your ancestor did not need to

reside in a community to own
land there.
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Proprietor’s Plans
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Tip:

Use Proprietor records to

determine the earliest date of
settlement for your family in the
17t and 18 century.
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Dorchester / Stoughton, Mass. Proprietor’s Plans
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QUESTIONS?
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Land Deeds

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 3: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Grantor/Seller
Grantee/Buyer

- xu‘w i men .’ W "".ﬁ K“

‘ﬂ.'tﬂn
fimgéery n_ ME cou
¥ :'%’9“ WM” s m.f

Niwenglamd foay a% e
?m cn oA ﬁvt" Cure F»u:t‘cu ki‘;’:nzfﬁ.ﬁ.‘

win ™m Oluqt fin olon fon!..J a...l/.r“"
(aqp’ and ConfrifNabkions mee fe
ﬁ'n ]al“t fﬂ {m') ﬂ ﬁl ‘" ;‘”!“‘ tm‘
it

v/ r..l: ane c& nu frnnl ﬂV ul o ,)qu

nate Mo c cuty ﬂh n ‘me wunte
;:(‘A'u . ane ty:' ne Yy ﬂcwknu(”! c‘f}““:"l:.b
m e lown i e frmllt_# aff onla neivn Sy
‘ 038 fculj mlin M

4}‘15\:9\ Kilis Ic: n bre

ne mnile do K 4 o{ M"e. mewunarn wne (4 Eoun
fnﬂ-:f on fimt ;,:\ foun? t . 4 tz:‘low foard oud
nevihevly en g o LR foutAevly\on of 42 coff™
art‘& "‘;!Ac e ¢« meuwbain ¢ m”#ﬁ‘{.((:,{”
has dwd do Feld PN and sniov

Location of land Land measurements Abutting neighbors

Introduction of the Land Deed

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 35



Class 3: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

A '} ¢
iy

L mv >
”“ '“ ' "5‘. '_’n? 0/0 u: h
¢ fu

:‘ oo ‘;;u £ e m f{ v ”u:l".;:s.s
Ih TRVl A.df/!- vy an n'tuu: *
entTecn .

m Tn ('..." cve
s fole Pﬁq‘b of P~ "“"“‘" of /ﬂuf/ nl{lfcd:;'m

¢ ”Ap'.‘m"“. »m < fermple and
"{v"l!. ‘t\.a} he 1A% ﬂfovjpfﬂcd T ;’lﬁ.p’ ::;}fl
.{:(n and ayilnu hlu, apw al (cmq Cong Ib‘onlung.

£ e fn’hu\ fcn ‘o -Q: uﬂ On ﬂcqﬂ'
;mu [.{, 1({* “‘“ﬂ 7?:’ uo “Ai,' [::

Yanie: Fovedl of Tan. Jree om Cluu- and feod, 95
e lav Wik e omp ‘)c:. [“'J% Irvewm o ‘7’!{!
etfen f; C Grank foleg morigags o™ op . ¥

”Cumfnnuﬂ' {Vln‘ f““"l R - Nt o - |

fo (au ( am ef INe nlome 0riien or'n&,,“‘.

fm I{ni ne Coaf & M‘cé e "amu:,m«h?u e

mnu (e @ rfidow »ing
yred aﬂyl‘uly ay o1 Caugs lo A/,“ml'!"‘:s'

o "r' IV S reelA AN ynll Ry (BT ; x
ingit or affcgny ¢ ¢ nlouefe J‘u p; ;}:"H'ﬂ’a“q
‘ .ﬁdlvui, 05 Cuvant oan '2" ol
1y Colon Jnﬂ.ut ouv f e n({.‘y /¢ '?
one (P “ayr. pA f "l(’t ""t‘:‘a.‘\ Ye
QoUnss cu'ﬁ flean ,A'r nsv Q,. ¢ o
W"“c" DI 4o 6o ‘Vord fm of nonc t’wd- oflexw
.”tm) ” ful /o\’f‘ any .VH’OM. ag ¥/t lnb-’,
Car) con hnl bRt Jouvik ooy of W““
"u o} ouy -&O% one 'l{'“‘ﬂn‘ ’M"’\ ﬂ“%& “a
Myckesn v £ aes boin . q

Terms of the Land Sale

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

36



Class 3: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Land Measurements

« 1 mile: 80 chains, 320 poles, rods or perches = 5,280 ft.

1 chain: 4 poles, rods perches is 66 ft., or 100 links.

1 pole, rod or perch: 25 links, 16 % ft.
o 1 link: 7.92 inches

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 37



Class 3: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

------ - e - 'J WY = FiYTL

}'Ju:ﬁ'» Jietio c":‘\’“"l‘.";) Jonadﬂ Mloew ¢ @-

m Ytfcones of MY
J“‘: bﬁ'nz; 4

J%7al piervs .
‘2 RY¥ AR o f,,u, Nameo .4om¢h(un Moovs
| .‘J e Y Olr}'?un'v i i{'l'n'\u‘n y“’fcurll 03

tévicary” -
_ j 05003 ~ 12 any au(o e Dgs
’y'.“¢,‘ b,’”f”“”‘c“' féo "‘ ‘.‘., '}7‘:“61 (tfﬁbn{{s’.

¢ afoxe me ‘]N;n Miaxe Fikinvg
Enived we véolim [ 6% 4> {13 —i1+4
& ot 5473: 8leier ?,”'4(

Signed, Sealed, Delivered, and Appearing

Before the Court

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 38



Class 3: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Tips for Analyzing Land Deeds

* Note where the buyer and seller's residence are at the time of the
sale. This is a key clue for identifying migration.

* Look for deeds where a husband is selling property. If his wife is
living, her first name will be referenced in the deed and/or the
court inquiry to release her dower.

* Note the deed witnesses and abutting neighbors. They may
be relatives of either party.

* Look for phrases like "in consideration of natural affection” to
identify family members, including in-laws.

* Quit claim and power of attorney deeds are useful for
documenting the children of a deceased parent.
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Residence of parties — Plymouth, Litchfield,
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"in Consideration of natural affection & Fatherly Love which | have &
bare unto my well beloved son in law"

Wallingford, New Haven, Connecticut Land Deeds,
FamilySearch
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Land Records by State
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Massachusetts Land Records

 The earliest land owners in Massachusetts were
town Proprietors.

* County-level land registration started in 1640,

managed |

e In1715, t

oy county court clerks

he legislature mandated a Register of

Deeds per county to be elected

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Connecticut Land Records

o The earliest land was granted by the Conn. General Court
to town Proprietors.

o Proprietors distributed the land within the town.

o Records are held on the town level. The only exception are
the border towns of Woodstock and Suffield which were
once part of Massachusetts.

o The FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake City, Utah has
microfilmed deeds on the town level through 1900 in most
towns.

« There is no statewide or county index to deeds.
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. A National Center for Family History,
g American Ancestors. Heritage & Cfulture y !
Search Events Join/Renew Give 10 Million Names  Publicat
Search Database
Iz

Hartford, CT: General Index of Land Records of the Town of Hartford, 1639-1839

(J Exact Search [J Soundex Q SEARCH

First Name Last Name
First/Middle/[Maiden] names Last Name

Years Location O Exact Location
From To e.g. Boston, Massachusetts

Keywords

Enter terms or words

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

‘Any v First and Middle Names Last Name

AmericanAncestors.org
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. A INULonar uerier Jor rarrity riistory,
E 3 American Ancestors. Heritage & Culture
Search Events Join/Renew Give 10 Million Names  Publicati
Name Samuel FILEY
Land Record 11/29/1796

No Image — Index only database
Location Hartford, Hartford,
Connecticut, United

Why can’t | see an image?

This database is an index only database, so no

States @ images are available.
Original Text Grantee: Filey, Samuel &
Grantor: John & Hannah
Cook
Grantor John, Hannah COOK
Character quitclaim
OriginalVolume 20
OriginalPage 499

Page 3410

AmericanAncestors.org
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58
(FamﬂySem‘Ch Family Tree  Search  Memories GetInvolved  Activities

@ ® ® g oo o Melanie McComb

Records Full Text 1Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

@ Welcome to the new FamilySearch Catalog! We've made critical technology upgrades and added two years of new content to the Catalog. Use the Feedback GO TO COMMUNITY
button below or visit the Community to tell us what you think.

Search By

Familysearch Cata'log, PLACE SURNAMES TITLES AUTHOR SUBJECTS KEYWORDS

Place
ind books, records, images, and other important resources offered

J i g f ) Hartford, Hartford, Connecticut, United States
hrough the FamilySearch website, the FamilySearch Library, and select ’
amilySearch Centers around the world.

Feedback

Search For

| CALL NUMBER FILM/FICHE/IMAGE GROUP NUMBER (DGS)
Z' LEARN HOW TO USE THE CATALOG ‘ [Z' SEE TIPS AND RESOURCES

Availability

© Any (O Online

FamilySearch.org
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Land and property (9) N Search X
Author: Search By
Connecticut The river towns of Connecticut Adams, Herbert B., 1850-1901, + ADD PLACE  SURNAMES  TITLES AUTHOR  SUBJECTS
Andrews, Charles M., 1863-1943 KEYWORDS
Author: Place X
Deed, 1856 February 18, Deacons of the Baptist Church in Hartford, grantors, ~ Baptist Church (Hartford, & ] ]
Congregation Beth Israel of Hartford, grantee, for land in Hartford, Connecticut Connecticut), Congregation Be... United States, Connecticut, Hartford, Hartford
MORE
Search For
Hartford, Connecticut land records, 1639-1688; and births, marriages and Author: + ADD R —
deaths, 1644-1730/ Albert C. Bates, editor Bates, Albert C., 1865-
Availability
Author: .
Land records, 1639-1901; general index, 1639-1865 Hartford (Connecticut). Town + ADD O Ay O online
Clerk
Original distribution of the lands in Hartford among the settlers, 1639 Author: None Provided + ADD
Author:
Proprietors records 1792-1931 North Meadow (Hartford, + ADD
Connecticut). Town Clerk
Author:
Proprietors records v. 1-3, 1659-1929 South Meadow (Hartford, + ADD

Connecticut). Town Clerk

The river towns of Connecticut : a study of Wethersfield, Hartford and Windsor/ Author:
by Charles M. Andrews Andrews, Charles M., 1863-1943

+ ADD

The river towns of Connecticut : a study of Wethersfield, Hartford, and Author:

+ ADD
Windsor/ by Charles M. Andrews Andrews, Charles M., 1863-1943 Q, SEARCH RESET

3{' Feedback
PO

FamilySearch.org
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Land records, 1639-1901; general index, 1639-1865

Authors

Format

Language
Publication Date
Publisher

Place of Publication

Physical

Notes

Hartford (Connecticut). Town Clerk (Author)

Microfilm 35mm

English

1947-1949, 1983, 1986

Filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

117 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

Microfilm of originals in the Town Hall, Hartford, Connecticut.

Additional indexes within most volumes.

Proprietors records referred to as "dist." in general index.

Proprietors records and deed book 1 include births, marriages, deaths, and ear markings.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations.

FamilySearch.org

ADD TO PRINT LIST
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Image Group Number

Note Location Collection/Shelf Film Format
(DGS)

Deeds v. 16-17 1783-1790 Granite Mountain Record United States & Canada Film 4518 8189167 @) 4
Vault

Deeds v. 18-19 1774-1795 Granite Mountain Record United States & Canada Film 4519 7833614 @) 4
Vault

Deeds v. 20-21 1795-1801 Granite Mountain Record United States & Canada Film 4520 7833615 @) 4
Vault

Deeds v. 22-23 1799-1811 Granite Mountain Record United States & Canada Film 4521 7833616 ©B) =4
Vault =

Deeds v. 24-25 1802-1808 Granite Mountain Record United States & Canada Film 4522 8199978 @) -4
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'(DFamﬂySearch Family Tree Search Memories GetInvolved Activities

Records Full Text Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

Film # 007833615

Image 4 of 739
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i Feedback
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™

FILMED BY THE GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY,
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Check probate inventories to
determine the land holdings of
your ancestor's estate.
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New Hampshire Deeds

* Masonian Proprietary Period 1629-1641 New Hampshire Provincial and
State Papers (Vols. 29).

e Original Town charters from the 17" and 18 century can be found in the
New Hampshire Provincial and State Papers (Vols. 27-28).

* New Hampshire Provincial and State Papers Online
http://sos.nh.gov/Papers.aspx

e Massachusetts Era 1641-1679

* Post-1679, New Hampshire was a royal province. Deeds could be recorded
at the town or county level

* 1769 - Rockingham County Registry of Deeds was created — deeds would
continue to be registered at the county level as each county was created.
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Rhode Island Land Records

* The earliest land grants were made by the colony. The
records of these grants are known as "land evidences".
They are located at the Rhode Island State Archives.

* The Rhode Island General Assembly granted land to
groups who in turn became Proprietors of the towns.

* Some early grants and land transfers were recorded in
Proceedings of the General Assembly, 1646 to 1851,
located at the Rhode Island State Archives.

e Rhode Island Deeds are recorded on the town level.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Vermont Land Records

e The earliest landowners in Vermont were town
Proprietors.

* Some early Vermont land recorded 1688-1786 appears
in Secretary of State, New York Land Patents 1688~
1786: Covering Land Included in the State of Vermont
(Vol. 7).

* Land Grants 1778-1881 were published in Secretary of
State, Petitions for Grants of Land 1778-1881. State
Papers of Vermont, (Vol. 5). The petitions list the
location, property, and the reason for the petition.

* Vermont land deeds are recorded at the town level.
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©Am

Maine Land Records

Maine deeds are recorded on the county level by the
Registrar of Deeds

Cumberland Co. Land records were not destroyed.

First 18 vols. York County Deeds covering all of Maine
to 1736 were published by the state from 1887-1910
on AmericanAncestors.org

Some land was dealt with through the Land Office in
Maine after 1820, when Maine was created as a state.
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QUESTIONS?
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Tax Records
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Why use tax records?

* Identifies your ancestor at a specific place and
time

* Provides information about occupation and
housing status not found in other records

* Overlooked source in early published genealogies

* Adds to the life story of your ancestor

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Challenges of Tax Records

* Not all towns/counties/states' tax records survive
 Records are often not indexed

* Records are not always easy to understand and
require some historical context

 Separate repositories for each level of taxation
(federal, state, local)
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Locations for Tax Records

* Tax Assessor's Office
 Historical Societies

* City or State Archives
* Genealogy Web Sites
* Newspapers

* Published Records

* University/College Collections

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Check the “Taxation” category

under the town in the
FamilySearch catalogue
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{"FamilySearch FamilyTree Search Memories GetInvolved Activities @ ® ® Wy a Melanie McComb

Records Full Text Images Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books  Wiki

Q- TIPS AND RESOURCES @ PRINT  i= CATALOG PRINT LIST (0)
Genealogy : a journal of American ancestry Taxpayers of New Britain, Conn. /
Authors Andrews, Frank D., 1847-1937 (Author)
Language English
Physical p. 107-108
Notes

yoeqpaad

This record contains the names of the residents of New Britain, Connecticut, in the year 1799,
who paid taxes, with the amount of their respective taxes.

To view a digital version of this article click here. _

FamilySearch.org
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April 6, 1912 Gencalogy 107

Taxpayers of New Britain, Conn.

By Frank D. ANDREWS.

Following are the names of the residents of New Britain, Conn., in the year
1799, who paid taxes, with the amount of their respective taxes. To the list
should be added that of Rev. John Smalley, pastor of the church, who by virtue
of his office was exempt from taxation. The writer spent ten years or more of
his early life in New Britain, attended the public school there, and was acquainted
with many of its inhabitants, among them descendants of those whose names
appear in these pages. His apology, if one is necessary, for the publication of
this old manuscript which has been in his possession for many years, is, that a
few persons may Dbe interested in the names of those who resided in the town over
one hundred and ten years ago, and that the list will be of value to genealogists
and others who care for ancestry. It therefore seems worth while to preserve it
in printed form. The tax list was of August, 20, 1799.

Moses Andrews $24595  Stephen Booth $ 1,30 David Daniels $ 67,
Levi Andrews 440,58 Abner Booth 60, Charles Eddy 189,28
Joseph Andrews 238,55 Ziba Booth 60, Charles Eddy, Jr. 37,
John Andrews 130, 9 Elisha Booth 77,85 Elijah Frances 133,60,5
Elijah Andrews 43,97 Thomas Booth 163,94 Elijah Frances,

Josiah Andrews 114, Salmon Booth 60, Ji 118, 5

Hezekiah An- Elijah Brownson 60, James Frances 206,63
drews 165,90 Samuel Brown- Justice Frances 216,96,5

Ezekiel Andrews son 83,71 Allen Frances 225,83

Published Article on Taxpayers of Great Britain,

Connecticut, 1799, FamilySearch
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Ministerial Tax

* Also known as the religious tax or rate

* Mandatory tax to support the local congregational
church

* Collected and enforced by colonial governments
from settlement until the American Revolution

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Revolutionary War Supply Taxes

* Congress had no authority to levy taxes. Money and
supplies were requested from the states.

» Taxes went towards raising supplies, paying troops,
building ships, providing clothing, raising bounty
money, providing relief for families of soldiers in
service.

* FEach state has different tax assessments that were
levied. Consult the DAR and SAR guides for more
information.
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Beef Tax

* Chapter 205 — Acts and
Resolves of the Province
of Massachusetts Bay

* Inhabitants of several
towns were required to
supply cattle or money
to purchase beef for the
Continental Army

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

CHAPTER 205.

RESOLVES REQUIRING THE INHABITANTS OF THE SEVERAL TOWNS
AND PLANTATIONS TO FURNISH CATTLE OR MONEY TO SUPPLY
BEEF, HIDES AND TALLOW FOR THE ARMY; SOLICITING VOLUN
TARY CONTRIBUTIONS; PROVIDING A PENALTY OF ONE QUARTER
MORE FOR DEFICIENCY AND PAYMENT FOR THE OVERPLUS,

WhEREAS the necessary supplies for the subsistance of our army L
for the present campa

from the respective States, agreeably to the requisitions and appor- §

se of which the A
already laid on this State are found to be inadequate; tl
Assembly is constrained i » call on the public spirit and }
zeal of their constituents:
tituled to a knowl
usual burdens necessary,

tionment of Congress; for the purcl veral

1e General

le that at all times they are in-

ose facts which render great and un-

are called upon by Gen: Washing-

ton, immediately to fill our magazines, to enable him effectually to

co-operate with our Allies

The good people of this State need not be informed that those
who now call on them are subject and willing to bear an equal
share of every burthen on this community;
been felt by every nation who have been ol
their liberties, and resist the lawless hand of
appear very small when compared with the dreadful alternative,
an alternative fraught with the compleatest misery, a subjugation
to a cruel and unfeeling enemy, whose pride would lead them to
insult us for want of public virtue, should any necessary

burthens which have
iged to contend for
ranny; and must

supply

be withheld from our army; and whose avarice would strip us
of the property which an ill-timed parsimony may endeavour to
|l|'l‘—l‘]'\|':

This Court preferring the salvation of the country to every other
consi
tion,

Resolve, That the inhabitants of the several towns and planta-
tions in this State be, and they are hereby
number of cattle, or money sufficient to supply the quantity of
beef, including hides and tallow, set to such towns and plantations
respectively, in the schedule hereto annexed, in the manner follow-
ing; that is to say, the said beef shall be delivered to such Agents
or Deputies as may be appointed by the Committee appointed to
superintend purchases for this State: And the sai
shall be, and hereby are authorized, empowered and directed, to
appoint so many persons to be their Agents or Deputies, within the
several counties in this State, for receiving and forwardi
cattle, as the Committee shall judge necessary, and give them all
proper directions relative to the supplies required by these Resolves:

ion, and the best means which, after mature delibera-

1 be devised for an immediate supply of the army, do

required to furnish a

id Committee

r said

n, are obtained only in the specific articles ¢

LXES Are
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Chelmsford, Massachusetts 1780 Beef Tax

(Ancestry.com)
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Poll Tax

» Tax levied as a prerequisite to voting

* Massachusetts was the first to enact the poll tax in 1646,
followed by New Haven colony in 1649

» Typically assessed on white males 16 years and over

* The following groups were often exempt from paying poll tax:
» Clergy
» Public officials
» Impoverished
> Sick/Disabled/Elderly
» Enslaved persons
» Women
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Poll Tax Exemption, Lancaster, Massachusetts
Town Records, 1765, Ancestry.com
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Taxes on Real and Personal Estates

* Tax rolls may detail the type of structures
they have on the estate (house, farm, mill,
etc.)

* Tax rolls are a great census alternative. They
can help you recreate the community they
were living in.
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Portsmouth, New Hampshire Tax List, 1792,
FamilySearch
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Search for tax records where

your ancestor may have
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their primary residence.




Class 3: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

NN
o>

o
\

}4.!/’ INTAr VB /’ "////// 7 020 Ve ;1(/:/('///-;

. ./ ’,/;:// /‘05 "}‘-‘ ]

g2 27 /// J 052

5‘5 .(‘//// LA /’ ’?.'?)//u//
He B, ﬁ.f/;f sers oA Joe
(3/ )///)'/, IV Soro 1 A0S eies z///' Py 026 Wa/ He o/
’l/i!/')n e IEDS (/ //1/1/ /‘15//1

desconts Ml fon re //7//, h/;,//,,., 3248 ded So Moo
Die avvered Kot Cleslrerds 132 Aots owre ws //‘///‘z-; 0./9’
I

s/ wved Ao/
(R f.-.L/.'_,Z)V"-/._f.'éfar‘l AL

/22 el it

e Ltt22268

Dot S okt
S srrt00/ A //h// 2 Zareastr
/7/"/, 22040 //(// Do rhe ! Jiceolere
(r/n/'/j I ’4«‘ A3 apr Zraelt
/(‘//)/ W, PorZi >~ 4

7€ ’

Bisters .ari‘///r Abese Say, s",:r%
ey n//){ .}5/? r)r l,fl/,( a7y
’7’( LA .}z{ ”"’,Y“f}r MWl

A Bpdteling r/?.a/

) brerel i
Jisco| 2/
R2eeecq |7,

2000 /e

/, vorten it if a Metore g bcced| o
n
,,'{/nf’ ~ //h Xvér20€ ,),"/'.{4‘?

Yewe By N U dtercriame| Jheeec| 2
.'? '/(‘/( 3o .[/."-_/y/ ,/';1,,‘1 o7

e~ 3
/“‘I/l/_ “. //fa'))m')l ,ef".‘/“))

29r0 el 127, »

Non-Residents Charged, Harvard,

Massachusetts, 1852, Ancestry.com
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Probate Records
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What is a Probate Record?

* Court process that disposes of a
deceased person's estate

* Describes how an estate will be distributed

e Names who will administer the estate

* Contains a list of property/possessions owned by
the deceased
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Why Use Probate Records?

* Provide an approximate death date for
the deceased

* Verify family relationships

— Married daughters may be listed with
their husband’s surname

* Wills and inventories offer a glimpse into
the personal belongings of an ancestor and how
they were distributed

 Context of an ancestor's life
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Challenges of Probate Records

* Not everyone left a probate record (i.e. women)

* Deceased may have had multiple marriages

Not all children are listed

* No uniformity

Difficult to read
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Common Probate Terms

o Testate: dies with a Last Will & Testament.

 Intestate / Administration: dies without a will.

» File Papers: the original documents
associated with the probate file.

* Record Books / Copy Books: copies of
certain probate files copied into bound record
volumes.
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Documents Found in Probate

Records
« Will * Guardianship Records
e Codicil e Miscellaneous Probate

e Letters of Administration

» Dower Records
& Letters of Testamentary

> Bill of Sales

e Inventory » Receipts
e Accounts

 Distributions
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Where to Find Probate Records?

* Most probate records are found at the county level
since they were handled by county courts

* Exceptions:
— Rhode Island - town level

— Early Connecticut and Massachusetts town
councils had jurisdiction over probate matters
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Will Excerpt, 1748, Warren, Rhode Island,
FamilySearch
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Request for Inventory, 1659, Edgartown,
Massachusetts Town Records, FamilySearch
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Inventory Excerpt, 1695, Simsbury,

Connecticut, FamilySearch
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Probate Distribution, Simsbury, Connecticut,

FamilySearch
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Review

The earliest land deeds for the colonists were with
the local Native American tribes and then the
proprietor records. These may help you establish the
earliest settlement when your family was in New
England.

Search town records for the different locations that
your ancestor may have owned property in addition
to their home residence to locate deeds and tax
records.

When possible, use published records and
manuscript material for those that already reviewed
the earliest deeds, probate, and tax records

Not all records are online — you may need to contact
the town clerks, local histories, and other archives to
find these records.
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.orqg
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Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations

(®) scan ME
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/education
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