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"Follow the Money" Approach

* When vital records do not exist or have significant
gaps, we turn to financial records to learn more
about our ancestors

 This approach can be used to track an individual's
movements through a country or overseas

* It can help clarify relationships between families

Land Records
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Why use Land Records?

o Insome cases, a land record may be the only
documented source you can locate.

« Land records can often trace generations of
ownership of a single parcel of land.

« Using land records, you may determine the site of
your ancestor's house or farm today.

Tip:
Remember not all deeds were
recorded at the date of the sale.

Atlantic Ocean

Native American Settlement in SE
New England
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INIBIFAY
DEEDS

Bangs, Jeremy Dupertuis, Indian Deeds:
Land Transactions in Plymouth Colony,
1620-1691, (Boston: NEHGS, 2002).

Indian Deeds by Jeremy Bangs
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Indian Deed - Stamford, Conn. (1640)
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Tip:

Indian Deeds were not always

recorded before legal
settlement occurred by
colonists.
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Proprietor Records

Map reproduction courtesy of the Norman B.
. Leventhal Map & Education Center at the
Foster's New England Map (1677) Boston Public Library
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Land Distribution Process

17th - 18th century

= * General Court assigns
grants of land to groups
of settlers.

¢ These settlers form
Proprietorship
Committees to
distribute land to settle
towns.

15
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Where to find Proprietor Records?
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Propriotors rocords, 1635 1841 Add
Autor. Cambridge (Massachuselt), Town Proprietors

Propriotors rocords of Cambridgo, Massachusotts, 16351829 Add
Autor. Brandon, Edward J

The Register book of the lands and houses n the "New Town and the town of Add
Cambridge : with the records of he propritors of the common lands belng the records
generally callod "The Propristors Records"

United States, Massachuselts, Middlesex, Combridge - Maps

United States, Massachusetts, Middlesex, Combidge - Millary history - Cvl War, 18611865 (1

United States, Massachusatis, Middlesex, W,

United States, Massachusetts, Middlesex. Combridge - Miltary history - World War, 1914-1918

https://familysearch.org/catalog/search

20

THE REGISTER BOOK

24 PROPRIETORS' RECORDS,
i . Moore Jn Weftend fleild abe
LanDS AND HOUSES IN THE “NEW TOWNE”  foutheattthe high way to fresh pzn‘:a"}fm::r:ﬂ%::; ot Dy
e wet the highway to great fwampe north eaft Haddon o

Tre TowN OF CAMBRIDGE

The 5% of Octobr 1635

5 [28] Ricuarb Goonaan
THE RECORDS OF THE PROPRIETORS OF THE Joha Steele northwett Cowyard &:,C xﬁmdf";; aboute three Roogs,
COMMON LANDS “’I“‘" Comon pales northeft et Bdward Stebinge fous.
oo 5
it SEGEENIN e m“‘;:;;’::m -#::n two Ackers Daniell Denison north.
“g . " the Comon ples anethe orth et V11 " th high vay o
‘he Propriectors’ Vecords d!oon Jn the necke aboute fix Ackers T
the Comon paes north eas ypis omas Dudly Esqr north.
¥ o s bancs Gy, 4 Wewood fouth at he ih
'o0te Jn the Great Marfy
PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER THE. '?Mmmrmmmhhm.ﬁymms.cxmm
owecTION OF THE CITY CLERK Richards foutheaft William {pencer northeaft Nathaniel

Moore o the.
G-ua-..em,‘l‘:llm%mm 5 X
Brditree st ey & Rickard Butie fouth e Syuon

Cambridge, Mass Proprietors’ Records

21

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 7



Class 3: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries 12/11/2025
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Tip:
Tax records can indicate when

your ancestor was paying
real estate tax.

Tax Records of Proprietors

26

Tip:

Your ancestor did not need to

reside in a community to own
land there.
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Proprietor’s Plans

28

Tip:

Use Proprietor records to
determine the earliest date of
settlement for your family in the
17t and 18t century.

Dorchester / Stoughton, Mass. Proprietor’s Plans

30
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Map reproduction courtesy
of the Norman B. Leventhal
Map & Education Center at
the Boston Public Library

1696 Butcher's Map
31
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QUESTIONS?
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Land Deeds
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Land Measurements

o 1 mile: 80 chains, 320 poles, rods or perches = 5,280 ft.
« 1 chain: 4 poles, rods perches is 66 ft., or 100 links.

« 1 pole, rod or perch: 25 links, 16 % ft.
« 1link: 7.92 inches

12/11/2025
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Tips for Analyzing Land Deeds

* Note where the buyer and seller's residence are at the time of the
sale. This is a key clue for identifying migration.

* Look for deeds where a husband is selling property. If his wife is
living, her first name will be referenced in the deed and/or the
court inquiry to release her dower.

* Note the deed witnesses and abutting neighbors. They may
be relatives of either party.

* Look for phrases like "in consideration of natural affection" to
identify family members, including in-laws.

*  Quit claim and power of attorney deeds are useful for
documenting the children of a deceased parent.

39
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Connecticut Land Deeds, 1796, FamilySearch
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"in Consideration of natural affection & Fatherly Love which | have &
bare unto my well beloved son in law"
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Wallingford, New Haven, Connecticut Land Deeds,
FamilySearch

41

Land Records by State
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Massachusetts Land Records

* The earliest land owners in Massachusetts were
town Proprietors.

* County-level land registration started in 1640,
managed by county court clerks

* In 1715, the legislature mandated a Register of
Deeds per county to be elected

12/11/2025

43

Connecticut Land Records

o The earliest land was granted by the Conn. General Court
to town Proprietors.

« Proprietors distributed the land within the town.

» Records are held on the town level. The only exception are
the border towns of Woodstock and Suffield which were
once part of Massachusetts.

o The FamilySearch Library in Salt Lake City, Utah has
microfilmed deeds on the town level through 1900 in most
towns.

o There is no statewide or county index to deeds.

44

£ American Ancestors,
Search Events Join/Renew  Give 10 Million Names  Publicat

Search Database

Hartford, CT: General Index of Land Records of the Town of Hartford, 1639-1839

Exact Search

First Name Last Name

First/Middie/[Maiden] names Last Name

Years Location

From To 2. Boston, Mas

Keywords

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

Last Name

AmericanAncestors.org

45
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12/11/2025

Land records, 1639-1901; general index, 1639-1865
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Farmat Microfin 35eren

Language.

FamilySearch.org
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Image Group Number
mas)

50

FamilySearch.org
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TOWN OF REGISTER
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FamilySearch.org
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Tip:

Check probate inventories to
determine the land holdings of
your ancestor's estate.
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New Hampshire Deeds

Masonian Proprietary Period 1629-1641 New Hampshire Provincial and
State Papers (Vols. 29).

Original Town charters from the 17 and 18" century can be found in the
New Hampshire Provincial and State Papers (Vols. 27-28).

New Hampshire Provincial and State Papers Online

http://sos.nh.gov/Papers.aspx
Massachusetts Era 1641-1679

Post-1679, New Hampshire was a royal province. Deeds could be recorded
at the town or county level

1769 - Rockingham County Registry of Deeds was created - deeds would
continue to be registered at the county level as each county was created.

12/11/2025
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Rhode Island Land Records

* The earliest land grants were made by the colony. The
records of these grants are known as "land evidences".
They are located at the Rhode Island State Archives.

* The Rhode Island General Assembly granted land to
groups who in turn became Proprietors of the towns.

* Some early grants and land transfers were recorded in
Proceedings of the General Assembly; 1646 to 1851,
located at the Rhode Island State Archives.

* Rhode Island Deeds are recorded on the town level.

56

Vermont Land Records

* The earliest landowners in Vermont were town
Proprietors.

* Some early Vermont land recorded 1688-1786 appears
in Secretary of State, New York Land Patents 1688
1786: Covering Land Included in the State of Vermont
(Vol. 7).

* Land Grants 1778-1881 were published in Secretary of
State, Petitions for Grants of Land 1778-1881. State
Papers of Vermont, (Vol. 5). The petitions list the
location, property, and the reason for the petition.

* Vermont land deeds are recorded at the town level.

57
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Maine Land Records

o Maine deeds are recorded on the county level by the
Registrar of Deeds

o Cumberland Co. Land records were not destroyed.

* First 18 vols. York County Deeds covering all of Maine
to 1736 were published by the state from 1887-1910
on AmericanAncestors.org

* Some land was dealt with through the Land Office in
Maine after 1820, when Maine was created as a state.

58

QUESTIONS?

Tax Records
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12/11/2025

Why use tax records?

* Identifies your ancestor at a specific place and
time

* Provides information about occupation and
housing status not found in other records

* Overlooked source in early published genealogies

* Adds to the life story of your ancestor

61

Challenges of Tax Records

* Not all towns/counties/states' tax records survive

* Records are often not indexed

* Records are not always easy to understand and
require some historical context

* Separate repositories for each level of taxation
(federal, state, local)

62

Locations for Tax Records

* Tax Assessor's Office

* Historical Societies

* City or State Archives

* Genealogy Web Sites

¢ Newspapers

¢ Published Records

* University/College Collections

63

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

21



Class 3: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries 12/11/2025

Tip:

Check the “Taxation” category

under the town in the
FamilySearch catalogue

========

FamilySearch.org
. 000D T @
. e
Genealogy : a journal of American ancestry Taxpayers of New Britain, Conn, /

FamilySearch.org

66
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900 WL @ wne

Genealogy : a journal of American ancestry - v. 1, Jan-June 1912. No. 14

eI

ownING HSTITUTION

PUBLISHER DIGTTAL

FamilySearch.org

67

Agril 6, 1912, ﬁgmlggz 107

Taxpayers of New Britain, Conn.
By Frank D. Anokews.

Following are the names of the residents of New Britain, Conn., in the year
1799, who paid taxes, with the amount of their respective taxes. To the list
should be added that of Rev. John Smalley, pastor of the church, who by virtue
of his office was exempt from taxati & writer spent ten years or more of
his early life in New Britain, attended the puhlm school there, and was acquainted

with many of its inhabitants, among them descendants of those whose names
appear in hese pages. His apology, if one is necessary, for the publication of
this old manuscript which has been in his possession for many years, is, that 2
few persons may e interested in the names of those who resided in the town over
one hundred and teq years ago, and that the list will be of value to genealogists
and others who care for ancestry. It therefore seems worth while to preserve it

in printed form. The tax list was of August, 20, 1799.

Moses Andrews $’4:9: Stephen Booth  $ 1,30 David Danicls § 67,
Levi Andrews Abner Dooth 60, Charles Eddy 189,28
Joseph Andrews 2385 ;: Ziba Booth 60, Charles Eddy, Jr. 37,
John Andrews 130, 0 Elisha Booth 7785  Elijah Frances 13360,5

§

Elijaht Andrews 4397 Thowas Booth 163,94  Elijah Frances,

Josiah Andrews 114, Salmon Booth 60, Jr. 118, 5

Hezekiali An- Elijah Brownson 60, James Frances 206,63
re 16590 Samuel Brown- Justice Frances 21696,5

Exckiel Andrews son 8371  Allen Frances 22583

Published Article on Taxpayers of Great Britain,

Connecticut, 1799, FamilySearch

68

Town Taxes

When towns were first incorporated, they were
responsible for electing or appointing a tax

collector.

The town would collect taxes to repair roads,

build schools, etc.

69
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Ministerial Tax

* Also known as the religious tax or rate

* Mandatory tax to support the local congregational
church

Collected and enforced by colonial governments
from settlement until the American Revolution

70
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Revolutionary War Supply Taxes

» Congress had no authority to levy taxes. Money and
supplies were requested from the states.

Taxes went towards raising supplies, paying troops,
building ships, providing clothing, raising bounty
money, providing relief for families of soldiers in
service.

Each state has different tax assessments that were
levied. Consult the DAR and SAR guides for more
information.
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Beef Tax

* Chapter 205 — Acts and
Resolves of the Province
of Massachusetts Bay

* Inhabitants of several
towns were required to
supply cattle or money
to purchase beef for the
Continental Army
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Chelmsford, Massachusetts 1780 Beef Tax
(Ancestry.com)
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Poll Tax

* Taxlevied as a prerequisite to voting

* Massachusetts was the first to enact the poll tax in 1646,
followed by New Haven colony in 1649

* Typically assessed on white males 16 years and over

* The following groups were often exempt from paying poll tax:
» Clergy
» Public officials
» Impoverished
» Sick/Disabled/Elderly
> Enslaved persons
»> Women

12/11/2025
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Poll Tax Exemption, Lancaster, Massachusetts
Town Records, 1765, Ancestry.com
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Taxes on Real and Personal Estates

* Tax rolls may detail the type of structures
they have on the estate (house, farm, mill,
etc.)

* Tax rolls are a great census alternative. They
can help you recreate the community they
were living in.
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Portsmouth, New Hampshire Tax List, 1792,
FamilySearch
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Tip:

Search for tax records where
your ancestor may have
owned property outside of
their primary residence.
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Non-Residents Charged, Harvard,
Massachusetts, 1852, Ancestry.com
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Probate Records

What is a Probate Record?

*  Court process that disposes of a
deceased person's estate

¢ Describes how an estate will be distributed

¢ Names who will administer the estate

* Contains a list of property/possessions owned by
the deceased

83

Why Use Probate Records?

* Provide an approximate death date for
the deceased

* Verify family relationships

— Married daughters may be listed with
their husband's surname

» Wills and inventories offer a glimpse into
the personal belongings of an ancestor and how
they were distributed

* Context of an ancestor's life

84
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Challenges of Probate Records

* Not everyone left a probate record (i.e. women)

Deceased may have had multiple marriages

Not all children are listed

No uniformity

Difficult to read

12/11/2025
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Common Probate Terms

¢ Testate: dies with a Last Will & Testament.

Intestate / Administration: dies without a will.

* File Papers: the original documents
associated with the probate file.

* Record Books / Copy Books: copies of
certain probate files copied into bound record
volumes.
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¢ Letters of Administration

Documents Found in Probate
Records

e Will * Guardianship Records

¢ Codicil * Miscellaneous Probate

Papers (examples below):

» Dower Records

& Letters of Testamentary > Bill of Sales

 Inventory » Receipts
¢ Accounts

 Distributions
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Where to Find Probate Records?

* Most probate records are found at the county level
since they were handled by county courts

* Exceptions:
— Rhode Island - town level

— Early Connecticut and Massachusetts town
councils had jurisdiction over probate matters
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Request for Inventory, 1659, Edgartown,
Massachusetts Town Records, FamilySearch
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Inventory Excerpt, 169!
Connecticut, FamilySe:
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Probate Distribution, Simsbury, Connecticut,
FamilySearch
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Review

| 1. The earliest land deeds for the colonists were with
the local Native American tribes and then the
rietor records. These may help you establish the
ear est settlement when your family was in New
England.

' 2. Search town records for the different locations that

| your ancestor may have owned property in addition
to their home residence to locate deeds and tax
records.

| 3. When possible, use published records and
L] l manuscript material for those that already reviewed
the earliest deeds, probate, and tax records

4. Not all records are online — you may need to contact
the town clerks, local histories, and other archives to
find these records.

AR AR R RN RN
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations

Book a one-on-one
consultation with [=]

HE

agenealogist and *
receive help with your -
family history research! (=] .

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations @ SEAEE
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/education
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