Class 2: Research in New England Town Records 17th through 19th Centuries 12/9/2025

Researching in New England
Town Records: 17« through 19w
Centuries

Class 2: Vital Records in New England

David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist

£ American Ancestors.

A NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HISTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert

Chief Genealogist, American Ancestors

Presentation (60 mins.)

¢ Background
« Vital records by state

* Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of

David Allen Lambert, Chief
Genealogist

Background

Vital Records

* Births, marriages, deaths

* Interspersed with other town records

* Chronologically or by family group

* Indexing efforts

 Copies by later town clerks
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Vital Records

*« MA, CT, VT, RI, NH, ME: 1600s or formation
¢ Massachusetts: Statewide (1841)

¢ Connecticut: Statewide (1897)

¢ Vermont: Standardized (1857); Statewide (1919)
¢ Rhode Island: Statewide (1853)

* New Hampshire: Statewide (1848)

¢ Maine: (MA until 1820); Statewide (1892)

Birth Records

Birth date

Place of birth

Parents' names

2l

Family Birth Records
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Birth Register Example
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Massachusetts Vital Records, 1841-1910
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Marriage Records

Name of Date of Marriage
couple marriage location

Couple's
parents'
names

Couple's Couple's

residence occupation

Couple's

birthplace i
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Marriage Register Example
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Death Records

Location where

Date of death e Gl

Cause of death

Residence of person Parents' names Occupation

Cemetery name Undertaker/funeral

. Informant
where interned home

13
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Vermont

Card Indexes

New Hampshire

Maine

12/9/2025

16
Published Transcriptions
Massachusetts Rhode Island Connecticut
MIRAL EECOEDS Vital Record of Rhode Island. mE BARBOU R”
i o
VITAL RECORDS
17

Tip:

Check the source!
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19

Consult Original Record
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Family Groupings
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QUESTIONS?

Massachusetts
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12/9/2025

Vital Records

* Massachusetts has the most complete set in the
nation

* Kept by towns beginning in 1620s

* Generally are well-kept, but not always complete

* Vital records up to 1850 published for over 200
towns, the majority in eastern Massachusetts

¢ For other towns, use the Corbin Collection, Rollin
H. Cooke Collection, Holbrook microfiche, or

manuscripts.

28

Vital Records to 1850

Systematic History Fund series

Births, marriages, deaths arranged alphabetically

May include vital records from
church, cemetery, Bible

or private records

Most online at

AmericanAncestors.org

29

Massachusetts Vital Records

to 1850

ABBREVIATIONS.

‘cemetery at Harvard Square

30
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Vital records to 1850
(Non-Standard)

VITAL RECORDS
or

YARMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS
10 THE YEAR 1850

COMPILED BY

SHERMAN, FA5.6.

PUBLISHED &Y
SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS
IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

e o B Bty o8 e 1T10

31

Statewide Massachusetts
Vital Records since 1841

ssresen b Y syt b s s
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3 American Ancestors. Hesiooge & Calture 2 L T - ]

Search Events Join/Renew  Give 10Milon Hames  Publcations.  ExperiHels  Tools  Projects G blntisthes.

Search Database B soveosearches

& Maseachusotts: Vital Records, 1841-1910
Browse This Database

First Name Last Name
Aexacder Pood Fae
Years Record Type
= [ ]
Amended Did you know?
5 o i o yourcerin B n

Search Tips

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/191/massachusetts-vital-records-1841-1910

33
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£ American Ancestors e Py p—
Search Events Join/Renew  Give 100 Mat Pubbcsmons  Capert M Towk  Brajects  Comtars & itistives.
Search Resuits

Report an Error

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/191/massachusetts-vital-records-1841-
1910

34

£7 AmericanAncestors

Search  Events Join/Renew Give

Massachusetts: Vital Records, « »
1841-1910

Volume < Bage >

asrage

Also on this page

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/191/massachusetts-vital-records-1841-

35

£ American Ancestors.

- p—— - - |
Search Events Join/Renew Give

I0MnNaas  Sublicators  Erpuctip  Toh  Pjects  Cocten biatins

Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1841-1910

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/191/massachusetts-vital-records-1841-

1910

36
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£ American Ancestors

Search Events Join/Renew  Give 0Mion Nammes  Bublcatons  Expart lp  Tooks  Prcjects  Conters & ohives

Search Database _ Saved Searches

B Massachusetts: Vital Recerds, 19111915
Browsa This Database

First Name Last Name
o puge
Years . Record Type
Location et Lozt
9 Baston 1 "
Volume. Page

Amendad

Did you know?

Freaaich an Conriing memioers o Arerican

Search Tips

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/192/massachusetts-vital-records-1911-

1915
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£ American Ancestors # S e - R
Search Events Join/Renew  Give 10 Mo N Ptcatiors  Experi e Toos  Projets  Cessers & infiatws

Search Results

Report an Error

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/192/massachusetts-vital-records-1911-

38
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Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1911-1915
veme
< Page s a8 5

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/192/massachusetts-vital-records-1911-
1915
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Statewide Massachusetts Vital
Records 1841-1930

* Massachusetts State Archives
Columbia Point, 220 Morrissey Blvd.
Dorchester, MA 02125
(617) 727-2816

* Monday to Friday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
* Certified Copies for $3.00

¢ https://www.sec.state.ma.us

12/9/2025

40

Statewide Massachusetts Vital
Records 1931-2025

Registry of Vital Records and Statistics

150 Mount Vernon St., 1st Floor,

Dorchester, MA 02125 -
(617) 740-2600

Research Hours:

Monday & Thursday: 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Friday: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Wednesday: No research hours

*  https://www.mass.gov/orgs/registry-of-vital-records-and-

statistics

41

Vital Records 1931-2025

» Mass. Dept. of Vital Records has B,
M, D indexes, 1931-2025 E

* Birth certificates online
(in house) 1953-Present

* AmericanAncestors has
Massachusetts
death index 1970-2003

* Also check the Social Security
Death Index, online

42
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Alternate Sources for Vital Records

* Social Security Death Records (Ancestry.com)

* City directories for death dates

* Probate records

* Notices and obituaries in newspapers

* Cemetery records

* Published town reports (avail. in local libraries)
often list vital records to the 1960s

43

vrang

[ONN FHICERY

OF THE TORN OF

LT BRIDGENATER

For the year ending
1948

East Bridgewatger Annual Report

44

a

BIRTHS RECORDED IN THE TOWN OF EAST
BRIDGEWATER FOR THE YEAR 1948

Vital Records

* Massachusetts has the most complete set in the
nation

* Kept by towns beginning in 1620s

* Generally well-kept, but not always complete

* Vital records up to 1850 published for over 200
towns, the majority in eastern Massachusetts

¢ For other towns, use the Corbin Collection, Rollin
H. Cooke Collection, Holbrook microfiche, or
manuscripts (all available at American Ancestors)

45
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Vital Records to 1850

* Systematic History Fund series = “Tan Books”

* Births, marriages, deaths arranged alphabetically

* May include VRs from

church, cemetery, Bible
or private records

*Most online at
AmericanAncestors.org

46

VOLUME ONE.

DEDHAM.

1635 Amgish;r of the Births,Marriages and Deaths in this Towne,in which
the yenm is accounted to begin the first day oﬂha ﬁral: mo, ealled March,

Mary, Daughter of Jn°. & Hana Dwighi bome 25 of y
1635 J !‘,ha Son of John Balden & Joana his wlfa wna borne the 24 of

168 R th t.h Daughter of John & Annis Morse, was borne 3¢ of 4 me.
lhw. the Day hter of Joseph & Millecent Kingsbury, was borne the 1 of 7m®,
88 S ughter of John & Hana Dwight, wasborne the 17% of ye4me.
Elizabeth, the Dauxbuer of Joseph & Millicent Kingsbury. was borne the 14

me.
Elnabetht n?«; Baughzar of Francis & Amy Chickering, was borne the 26% of

Dau hv,er of Richard & Maﬂ FEuerard, was borne the 28 of the 7 me.
Ellznf)etll, the aughbar of Thomas & Mary Alcock, was borne the 14 of yo8 me,
Isaac, the Son of m & Prudence Fray, was borno the 20 of the 10 ms.

1639 Rachell, the Daughter of John & Alice Roper, was borne the 18 of the 1 m®,

Bamuell, the Son of ary Euerard, was borne the 31 of the 1 me.
Samu e Son of John & Joanna Gay, was borne the 10% of the 1 me.

Joseph, the Son of William Barstow &}& n] his wife, was bornethe B“' of the 4 me.
©badiah, the Son of Daniell & Lidia Morse, borne the 8 of the

Mary, the Daughter of Edward & Susan Richards, was hm‘ne thu 29“ of y°o T m
Abigall, the Duugbl:a: of Ferdinando & [Ann] A‘iams, ‘was borne the 15® of ths

the T m
-John, the Son of John & Annis Morse, was borne the 8 of the 4 m
Daniell, the Son of lIamz & Elnzahalh Smith, was borne the 15 ol tne sme.
John, the Son of James en, was borne the 4% of the 10 me,
h, the Daughter of Thcmas & Marger(ett Al]wek Wag borna the 28 of

the 10 m
arnaba r.'ha bnn 'of Robt & Ann Hinsdell, was borne the 13% of the 9 me.
the Son of lhlgh & Rebecka Wheelock, was borne the B nf Hm 1[0 me, ]
uel, the Son of Ji TRebecea Bachelor, was borne the 8% of
beaﬂll the Daught,er of Jolm & Abigall Eaton, was borne the 8 of tha 11 m"
[, the San‘of Thomas & Alice Wi the 12 In'
Bamuell, lm Son of Joseph & Iannah Morse, was borne the 10* of the u me,

g

Eliezer, the Son of John & Prudence Frary, was borne the 4% of the 12 me,

47

Vital Records to 1850

08 cannmioss wimms.
DEANE (e Do) duse Wik, Jme 16, 15, 525
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e St [ .
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R e e ens e

Methodist.
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B et Ay, —, 1868 23 o roed, Ty etk Chamn, Est

9. hsooed, oot Py o i with
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e cha mor, Thied Congregiond, elian

€a11. — church recond, Evangelical Coopregationsl Church,
East Caniidge, now extict; records in posscrion of
Cangregationsl Libeury, Baston

€2 —church record, Secoed Baptst Church, East Cam
ridge, bow extinct; records in possesion of Ciy of Came

beidge
d.— daughter; died; day
Dro, —descon

DEELEY, Caeh in E» s, st .
oy R S R il o 6, 11, S i iy
Mary Ade, in Englond, Jan 3 1758 a3, SRt —grave reord, cemetery at Harvard Square.

s
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Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

* Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1620-1850 (FREE)

e Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1841-1910
* Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1911-1915

¢ Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1916-1920

49

Corbin Collection

gland Historic Genealogical ==

www.familysearch.org

51
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Hete Loation  Collection/ Shelf T OGP permat
Mumbier (0GS)

L]

52

e. In tions from the 01d East Street and Mai
1768-1932. Ms., cards, 1,598,

lampshire County, Corbin
Collection, FHL Film #7717464
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, == -
Clart: ~ Boltan,  of coschosfton oo Mo
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sk Cald . Febo 2 1802

el Gl M0 (WW’-)} Sopfatliy

By R ek Hagra - TR.
pak . far. /0 1502 (o8- 1)

S e

135

Marriage Records, Easthampton, Hampshire County,
Massa

Corbin Manuscrij pt n, FHL Film

Post-1920 Vital Records

* 1921-1925 vital records being digitized by
FamilySearch and mostly browsable (indexing is
ongoing). Originals are at the Massachusetts State
Archives.

* 1926 to Present - Records are at the State Registry
of Vital Statistics as well as the local town clerk's
office where the event occurred.

56

Connecticut
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Vital Record History

* Originally recorded at the town level

* 1897 - Statewide registration began

* 1915 - General compliance

58

Barbour Collection

* Compiled under the direction of Lucius Barnes
Barbour

¢ Includes vital records from 136 towns that
cover the period 1636-1870

* Statewide alphabetical slip index - available
FamilySearch.org

* Bound volumes by town - available
AmericanAncestors.org,
Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org

59

Barbour Collection
Slip Index (FS) Town Page (AA)

Q.L‘ﬂi,x{mur e
. Thomus , b.Jen. &, (16]76; bp.Feb.4, [15]76

WINDSOR
VITAL RECORDS
® Vo1 Page 1

ALLYN], Johannah
5."'{}731 am @ Susanna],b.apr.21,1696

SUFFIELD
VITAL RECORDS
Vo ) Page g5

60
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Not Every Town is in Barbour
Collection

* Bound volumes were not prepared for the towns
of Bolton, Coventry, Enfield, Mansfield, New
Haven, Norwich, and Vernon.

> Published compilations of vital records had
previously been prepared for these towns

61

& Bolton and Vernon, CT: Vital Records, 1704-1852

ExactSearch () Soundex
First Name Last Name
FirstMiddle/[Maiden] names Last Name
Years Record Type
From To
Location ([ Exact Location Keywords
. Boston, Massachusetts Enter terms or words
Volume Page

By default all results are a best fit to your criteria Reset Search

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/1636/bolton-and-vernon-ct-vital-records-1704-1852

62

BOLTON VITAL RECORDS. 25

Rebeckah Darte Daughter of Ebenezer Darte and Ruth his
wife was Borne november 24th AD: 1728

Ruth Darte Daughter of Ebenezer Darte and Ruth his wife
was Borne march 6th AD 1730/31

Gideion King Son of Jonathan King and mary his wiffe was
Borne Aug® 24th AD 1729

Jeremiah Bishop Son of Jeremiah Bishop & martha his wife
was Borne march 24th AD 1731
¥Dauid Taylor Son of Dauid Taylor and Martha his wife was
Borne march 18th AD 1730/31

Tehabod Marshel Son of John Marshel & Damaris his wiffe
was Borne December the s5th AD: 1730

John King Son of Hezekiah King & Sarah his wife was Borne
September the 11th AD 1730

Abigaill Goodridge Daughter of Moses Goodridge and Han-
nah his wiffe was Borne ffeb 17th AD 1730/31

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/1636/bolton-and-vernon-ct-vital-records-1704-1852

63
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Vital Records - Connecticut

— Lucius Barnes Barbour, State
Examiner of Public Records
from 1911-1934

* Charles R. Hale Collection,
Vital Records, 1640-1955

« Barbour Collection to 1850 | 1‘&“;’}:] ki“@,,,n_m_mm“..m |

12/9/2025
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Barbour Collection

SRS, e

M.L‘ﬂq |, Johannah.
(Willlam « Susanna],b.apr.2l,1696

ELD
TR Recoros

. Vol 1 Page gg

5 R SR, oy

Slip Index (FS) Town Page Windsor (AA)

65
Suffield Records -
FamilySearch.org
3%31;':".‘1"&'}}.m;,a..w.:1,mu
SUFFIELD
VITAL RECORDS
Vol ] P
.;u,z”,...;;';-;., Ornaviims ':'
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Charles R. Hale Collection
Connecticut, Deaths and Burials Index
Name: Sarah Latimer
Birth Date: abt 1765
Age at Death: 83
Death Date: 26 Apr 1853
Death Place:  New London, Connecticut
Gender: Female
FHL Film Number:3246
68

Databases on

AmericanAncestors.org

* Connecticut: Vital Records (The Barbour
Collection), 1630-1870

+ Connecticut: Marriages and Deaths, 1790-1833

69
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FamilySearch Databases

« Connecticut Births and Christenings (1649-1906)

« Connecticut Marriages (1630-1997)

« Connecticut Deaths and Burials (1772-1934)

70

QUESTIONS?

Rhode Island

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 24



Class 2: Research in New England Town Records 17th through 19th Centuries 12/9/2025

Pre-1850 Vital Records

* Statewide registration began in 1853

* Most towns have been recording vital records
since their incorporation of the town

¢ Pre-1850 vital records can be found in James N.
Arnold's 21-volume Vital Records of Rhode Island
1636-1850

73

Post-1850 Vital Records

* Local town clerk offices

« State Archives
* Births and marriages (1853-1920)
* Deaths (1853-1970)

74

Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

¢ Rhode Island: Vital Records, 1636-1850

* Providence, RI: Alphabetical List of Births,
Marriages and Deaths, 1931-1940

75

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 25



Class 2: Research in New England Town Records 17th through 19th Centuries 12/9/2025

@ Rhode Island: Vital Records, 1636-1850

ExactSearch () Soundex

First Name Last Name
First/Middle/[Maiden] names. Last Name
Years Record Type
From To :
Location () exact Location Keywords
€. Boston, Massachusetts Enter terms or words
Volume Page

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

First and Middle Names Last Name

+ Add family members +

www.americanancestors.org
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< Rhode Island: Vital Records, 1636-1850 « >
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Volume and Page # for the
original town's records

www.americanancestors. [¢]
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Vermont
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Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

* Vermont: Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 1700-

2008

12/9/2025
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AmericanAncestors.org

Search Database raora|

8 Vermont: Births, Marriages and Deaths, 1700-2008
Exact Search [} Soundex

First Name Last Name

Years Record Type

Location [ Exact Location

Volume Page
Al ~
Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

+ Add family members +
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Birth Index Card - Mary Jane Mabell

81
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Vermont Town Vital Records

¢ Brattleboro: 1752-1814 * Pomfret: 1778-1860

« Bristol: 1771-1859 * Putney: 1740-1832
¢ Shelburne: 1743-1896

* Westfield: 1793-1859
* Fairfax: 1758-1874 * Weybridge: 1755-1910

o Hardwick: 1787-1878 * Worcester: 1817-1858
* Jamaica: 1794-1821

¢ Dover: 1776-1891

82

New Hampshire

Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

* New Hampshire: Births, Deaths and Marriages,
1654-1969

* New Hampshire Gazette: Vital Records, 1756-
1800

84
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Search Database

& New Hampshire: Births, Deaths and Marriages, 1654-1969
Exact Search [ Soundex
First Name Last Name
Years Record Type

Location [ Exact Location

Volume Page

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

+Add family members +

AmericanAncestors.org

12/9/2025

85

-_‘im.u“lr‘ [AlLl [Q.. =
- Wasnena - |
D I U K 1
it 3 i T

[ ST -

. TYL%,:..LLK#.::._-E:F?K, i
R W P

e

‘*"‘E*“L:“ 0
N S sa’d.gc\ Hali«

Ll T
YL -

S o P e e i
U Tedor, Wt

e Watlen, NEW.

Death Record - Jacob Gale
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New Hampshire
* Online from FamilySearch.org

* New Hampshire Town Records
— Pre-1900 Vital Records
* Alphabetized by first and third letter of surname
* Not every town is included
— Brides Index
— Post-1900 Marriages and Deaths

87
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New Hampshire Vital Records
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Pre-1900 NH Vital Records

* Alphabetized by the first
and third letter of the [T
surname { LRE WIS Loteelle to Langley

* Copied from a variety of
other records

* Not every town is

included d =%
91
Post-1900 Marriages
92
93
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VITAL RECORDS OF

NEW HAMPSHIRE
1888-2001
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Published Vital Records

12/9/2025

records

Vital Records

* Kept by towns beginning in 1600s
» Only 5 towns have 17th century records: Biddeford,
Kittery, Kennebunkport, York and Wells

* Many of these records are incomplete and sparse

By the 18th century, 200+ towns recorded vital

* Church records should be reviewed to help fill in gaps
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Statewide Maine
Vital Records Since 1820

» 1820-1864 — After becoming a separate state in 1820,
the practice of collecting vital records fell off; most
towns did collect marriage intentions and
some births; few deaths recorded in town records

* 1864-1892 - Civil records were required, but not all
towns complied; approximately 80 towns returned
records for pre-1892 vital events

* 1892 - Maine State Board of Vital Records established
resulting in mandatory compliance of vital
records collections

97

Farily Tree  Search Merories Indexing  Activites o®aQ

Maine Vital Records, 1670-1921

98

OFIED FEov 0LD RROORDS
RECORD OF A BIRTH.

COPY OF AN OLD REGORD
OF A BIRTIL

s frad Codoim
vt LAK 23,1294
Codrvs

Pre-1892 Birth Records
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Post-1892 Maine Vital Records

* Births, Marriages and Deaths filmed together

* Microfilm is arranged by surname, then by year
* Birth alphabetical by given name of father

* Marriage alphabetical by given name of groom
* Deaths alphabetical by given name of deceased

* Back of form filmed upside down

12/9/2025
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Post-1892 Birth Record

RECORD OF A BIRTH.
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Delayed Birth Record
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RECORD OF A MARRIAGE.

12/9/2025

o

State of maine.

g st o

Post-1892 Marriage Record
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Post-1892 Death Record

104

Maine Vital Record Databases on

AmericanAncestors.org

* Pre-1850 records can be found in Massachusetts:
Vital Records, 1620-1850

¢ Maine: Deaths Index, 1960-1996
* Maine: Marriages Index, 1892-1966, 1977-1996

* Maine: Marriages and Intentions, 1849-1870

105
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@ Maine: Marriages and Marriage Intentions, 1849-1870

Baact seren Csoundex

First Name Last Name

tMiddle/[Maiden] names

Vears Record Type

Location Oesxact Location

Goston, Massachusett

Page

Box Code Source Id

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

Fiest and Middle Names

+ Add family members +

AmericanAncestors.org
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o b
Hollis, ME Marriage Certificate (1856)
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Maine Town Vital Records

¢ Augusta: 1730-1892 * Castine: 1804-1817
« Bath: 1805-1817 * Clinton: 1720-1892
* Fairfield: 1770-1978
* Farmington: 1784-1890
* Blue Hill: 1766-1809 * Gardiner: 1756-1892
« Bowdoin: 1688-1892 - Gy 178 1

. * Hallowell: 1728-1891
B LU0 + Harrington: 1800-1899
* Brooksville: 1762-1890 ¢ Jefferson: 1748-1899

* Belfast: 1755-1892

108

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

12/9/2025

36



Class 2: Research in New England Town Records 17th through 19th Centuries

12/9/2025

Maine Town Vital Records

* Jonesboro: 1765-1891 * Unity: 1837-1868

* Lincoln: 1829-1892 * Waterville: 1785-1892

» Londonderry: 1720-1910 * Wells: 1737-1841

* Pittston: 1740-1892 * West Gardiner: 1799-
1892

* Randoph: 1747-1892

. : 1828-1854
¢ Standish: 1786-1900 Westport: 1828-185

* Winslow: 1759-1892
* Surry: 1766-1823

* Topsham: 1717-1892

109

Microfilm at American Ancestors

¢ Individual microfilm for certain towns

e Vital Records Prior to 1892

(including index — 80 towns)

¢ Vital Records (1892-1955)

¢ Index to Divorce Records (1892-1983)

110

Statewide Maine Vital Records
1922-Present

Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention

(Maine CDC)
220 Capitol St
11 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333
(207) 287-3771

$15 certified copy/$10 non-certified copy

111
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Statewide Maine Vital Records
1922-Present Cont'd

 Vital Records are Private Under the Following Restrictions
» Birth records less than 75 years old
» Marriage records less than 50 years old
» Death records less than 25 years old

* Those Authorized to Access Restricted Records:
> Person Named on Record
» Person's Spouse or Registered Domestic Partner
» Parent(s) Named on Record
> Legal custodian, guardian, or authorized representative of person named
on record
» Descendants of person named on record
> Children, grandchildren, great grandchildren
» Genealogists who have a researcher card registered by the Maine CDC

112

Vital Record Pitfalls

* Not all vital records were recorded

* Events may have occurred in one town, but were
recorded in another

* Don't assume that if you can’t find a vital record,
that the event must have happened in a different
town

* Event may not have been recorded at all

113

e Review

va

1. Vital records have been recorded
since the towns have been
incorporated.

JAVA

2. However, not all vital records are
recorded and there are gaps.

3. Reviewing the original town
records is always preferred over
® | transcripts as they may reveal
details or clarify mistakes.
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

115
.
Consultations
Book a one-on-one
consultation with
a genealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!
AmericanAncestors.org/ -
5 SCAN ME
Expert-Help/Consultations @
116
7 American Ancestors. =7 RN PR p— . -
Search Events Join/Renew Give 10 Millon Names  Publcations  Expert Help  Tosls  Projects  Centers B initiatives.

Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through
19th Centuries

https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-new-england-town-records-17th-
through-19th-centuries
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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£ American Ancestors.

A NatioNaL CENTER FOR FamiLy History, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Copyright © 2025

119

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 40





