Researching in New England
Town Records: 17t through
19th Centuries

Class 1: Introduction to the New England Town
Meeting and Record Keeping

David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist

£ American Ancestors.

A NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HisSTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE




Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 1: Resqarching_in_New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

OVERVIEW

Presentation (60 mins.)

e Town Records
 TheTown Meeting

Q&A (30 mins.)

ncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th_tr£c219h 19th Centuries

Voice of

David Allen Lambert, Chief
Genealogist



Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Town Records
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Examples of Town Records

* Vitals - birth, marriage ¢ Ear marks

and death
e QOfficers

e Pew deeds

* Warnings .. .
* Meetings out DIGGING for

GENEALOGICAL
TREASURE
J:H‘ New England

e Treasurer’s records e Licenses

et LT

e Tax records - ;,@m« g

e Land Sales

(> . .
- ‘@ \ Ann Smith Lainhart
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Value of Town Records

* Comprised of many different types of records
* Provide unique information
* Track movements and migrations

* Important source for female ancestors
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Value of Town Records

* Best source for impoverished ancestors

* Vital record substitutes

* Help distinguish individuals with same name
* Give context to your ancestors life

* Provide insight into community
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Chaotic Record Keeping
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Who Was Considered a Town Inhabitant?

 Land owners
* Individuals born in the town
* Apprentices trained in the town

* Newcomers allowed if:
— Good character
— Vouched for by existing town inhabitant OR
— Approved by Selectmen

— Deemed not become a burden to the town
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Privileges of Town Inhabitancy

* Land
* Common land for grazing
* Fishing and hunting privileges

* If became indigent, right to be
cared for by the town

Image from www.revolutionarywarjournal.com
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Freemen
* Applied for privilege

— Male, usually over 21

— Church member
(varied by Colony)

— Land ownership
(varied by Colony)

— Good character

Mural at Post Office, Ipswich, MA

 Participate in Town Meeting
* Vote on Town business

* Serve on juries
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Alburgh, VT 1792, List of Freemen
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Town Government

* Unit of government in New England and
other locales

* Elected town officers governed the town

* Freemen voted for elected officials at town meeting

i Wmii
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Religion and Town Government

* Earliest New England settlers brought English
governing tools with them

— Laws
— Record keeping
— Officers

— Freemen could vote on town matters

* Massachusetts Bay made church participation a
condition for Freeman status

* Connecticut Colony (but not New Haven Colony)
allowed all men to apply for Freeman status
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Typical Functions of NE Towns

e Assess and collect taxes

e Record land transactions

* Build and maintain roads

e Maintain law and order

 (Care for indigent members of the community

 Maintain schools
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The Town Meeting
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The Town Meeting

* Notice posted to townspeople
* Led by a moderator

* The selectmen were to control the agenda and
prevent long needless discussion on a matter.

* Often required attendance
* Election of town officials

* General town business
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The Town Meeting

* The freemen and inhabitants of towns would meet
at specific intervals to hold Town Meetings.

* Learn about various offenses, charges and praise
given the various community inhabitants.

* From Town Meeting records you can learn various
details on the social structure of the community.

* Understand the detailed history of a community
when a town history has not been compiled.
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Town Meeting Minutes, 1755
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

I : 209
I 'h Voted that Twelve Founds be raised for mendinz
1 aat Bridge the year past, G
10th Voted That Forty Pounds be raised to defray
Town charges the present year. : e Bl
11th Voted That that part of the money assest
last year to mend Hlzh ways and not committed, be
this year appropriated to mend the High Ways.
12th Voted that the Select men sell the Pest House

for what it will fetch.

13th Article dismissed.
Recorded Pr, Step n. Longfellow Town Clerk

Falmouth Peb ry.20th 1753.
gy the desire of the Selectmen of Falmouth
I, the Subscriber have measured and laid out Roads in
Falmouth aforesaid as follows - : 2
Begin at Henry licKennys westerly corner at Cape
Elizabeth thence 5
North 35 Degrees West 19 Rod on the top of the Sea
Well to Hanscoms Point thence
Horth 59 Degrees Kast 9 Rod thence
Worth 32 Dezrees West 3l Rod on the top of the sea
igll to Capt, Wm,Wentworths Land thence
South 88 Degrees West ﬁ Rod the 1ce

MERE Al il = S

Falmouth Feb ry.20th 1753.
By the desire of the Selectmen of Falmouth
1, the Subscriber have measured and laid out Roads in
Falmouth aforesaid as follows = i
Begin -at Henry McKennys westerly corner at Cape
Elizabeth thence =
North 35 Degrees West 19 Rod on the top of the Sea
wall to Hanscoms Point thence
North 59 Degrees East 9 Rod thence
North 32 Deirees West 3l Rod on the top of the sea
Wall to Capt, Wm.Wentworths Land thence
South 88 Dezrees West 74 Rod theice
North 9 Dezgrees West 11l Rod thence
North 47 Degrees East 6 Rode thence -
North 9 Desrees East 12 Rod thence
North 21 Dezrees West 19 Rod thence
North 12 Dezrees East 30 Rod thence
North 31 Degrees West 16 Rod thence Narth 90 Rod“between

ow Fleld in the Road that iIs now trod
oo Sg Degbebs Westtb6 Rod then
Nror:h 88 Dezrees West 29 Rod then
tofth 57 Degrees West 30 Rod, which goes about 7 Rod
s:u:he Horthward of John Jordans Barn, then
Yo h Degrees West 9l Rod near the swamp to the
5 ”*Ehwﬁrd of Richard Jordans Barn, thence :
a:‘a h 63 Dezrees West E0 Rod to & small red oak tree
p.o0dlng about 2 Rod to the Southward of James Jordans
s:-::;hl‘-hgnce
% 03 Degrees West 28 Rod then

::““ L1 Degrees West 14 Rod which leads into the

mer Road over the long ceuseway to Glement Jordans
oo 024 to be Two Rod in width, and to be extended

® Rod each way, from these courses.

Falmouth, Maine 1753 Road Survey
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Hull, Massachusetts (1671)

* Town Meeting March 1, 1670/1

* The Selectmen are dealing with many laws and the
fines for not complying with them.

* Many dealt with the building and maintaining of
fences or stone walls which were to be 3 feet ten
inches high and 10 inches broad.

* Also “who be found smocking of tobacco in any barn
or other place wher any straw or cumbustabell stufe is
for dangor of fire upon the penalty of 12s...”

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Tip:

- Look at multiple Town

meetings for context
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Woburn, Massachusetts (1699)

* The Selectmen reported on September 18, 1699 about
townsman Jacob Hamblet.

* “Informed that Jacob Hamblet was so outrageously
distracted, and tore all his cloaths off his back from
time to time nothing will hold him, and that his wife
was no longer able to subsist without som help from
the town...”

* A suit of Sail cloth was presented by Constable James
Berbeen with lace behind so he could not get it off.

* Was Jacob Hamblet mentally ill?

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Ipswich, Massachusetts

* “That if any p[e]rson or p[e]rsons from This town
shall suffer any Dog Little or great to Come Into
the Meeting house on ye Sabbath or Lectur Days
The Ownr of such dogs being convicted...”

* Fine imposed 1 % shillings.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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©Am

erican Ancestors

New Haven, Conn. (1708)

“In Consideration of the great Damage done by
black birds yearly.... Do order that every male
person above the age of sixteen years to the age of
Seventy (except the minister) Shall Kill or destroy
one dozen of black birds...for what number more
then one Dozen any person or persons Shall Kill

or destroy he or they Shall be paid one penny for
each bird”

Fine under a dozen was a penny per bird you did
not kill.

, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

New Haven, Conn. (1726)

* ....[since] the Boys playing in the market place is
mischievous for by that means the meeting house
windows are often shamefully Broken.... That for
the future the Boys shall not be allowed to play in
the market place within 20 Rod of the meeting
house on the penalty of 12 pence for Each such
offense”

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Deerfield, Massachusetts (1739)

* “.. Mr. John Catlin be appointed to go to
Hatfield and Meet the Com"¢*® of Northampton,
Hadley * Hatfield and there in y© behalf of this
town to act and determine what to give Doct”
Forter for his Encouragement to settle as a bone
setter in this part of y* Country that is to Say
whether to give fourteen pounds or what part
soever thereof shall be by him accounted to be our
proportion...”

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Cape Elizabeth, Maine (1778)

* “That there be a vote passed that if any person
shall pass by or within Forty Rods of the House
where Josiah Sawyer & his family now is in Sick
with the Small Pox, until said family and house is
cleansed except they obtain leave of the
Selectmen... the Doctor & nurse only excepted,
under penalty of Fifty pound...”

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

New Braintree, Massachusetts (1799)

* “Respect to fencing the Burying yards...That the
Town will fence one in a year...the present year to
fence the one by the Meeting House, the second
the one by Cap* Warrins, the Third on the Plain,
and the Fourth that by M' Nathan Thomsons”
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Chittenden, Vermont (1804)

 “...to pay their proportion of a premium of 10
Dollars for each grown wolf after the first Day of
May and previous to the first Day of January next,
taken killed and Destroyed within the towns of
Philadelphia, Pittsford, Rutland, Brandon or
Chittenden.”

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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QUESTIONS?
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Elected Town Officers
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Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Town Officers

* Key Officers
— Moderator
— Town Clerk

— Selectmen(Town Councilors — RI)
— Constable

— Treasurer

* Depending on the size of the town, some offices
seemed “semi-hereditary”
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Office

Description

Town Clerk Keeper of vital records, recorded meeting proceedings, administered oaths
and affidavits, certified licenses.

Selectmen Elected to one year term, managed affairs of town. Known as Town
Councilors in Rhode Island.

Treasurer Managed town’s finances, presided over reimbursements (military service,
care of poor, services by townspeople).

Constable Posted notice for town meetings, “policeman” of the town, warned out
strangers, could act as tax collector if position did not exist.

Tithingmen Ensured that townspeople made contributions to meetinghouse and salary
of minister, monitored church attendance, observed conduct of
townspeople.

Overseers of the Poor | Charged with using town funds to support town inhabitants who were
unable to support themselves. Support took the form of supplies, services,
or money.

Surveyor of Highways = Inspected town roads, determined when and where new roads would be
constructed.

Assessor Responsible for listing the names of property owners (real and personal
property) and determining how much tax they should pay.

Tax Collector Collected the assessed taxes.

Fence Viewers Reviewed fences and property boundaries, moderated boundary disputes.

Hogreeves

Caught stray livestock, fined owners for straying animals.
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Tip:

~Use the Town Officer Lists to Place
Your Ancestor in Place and Time
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Page #9
The Town then Proceeded to Business

Ruben Garlick was chosen Moderator and /

The following Persons were then Chosen to
The offices annexed to there Respective Names

Mr. Tho® Reynolds - Town Clark Qutifyed

Mrss's

Richard Mott
John Chambers
Joshua Manning
Jacob Cook
Samuel Mott

Selectmen Qutifyed

Mr Benj™ Marvin Esq Town Treasurer Qutifyed \>

Mrss™ Parr first Constable
Abel Parr Constables Qutifyed
Joseph Mott & Collectors

Mrss™s
Moses Parr
Joseph Weekes

John Ladue Listers Qutifyed
Ichabod Babcock

Alexander Griggs

Alburgh, VT 1792
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Major Offices
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Other Town Offices

* Fence Viewers

* Hog Reeves / Field Drivers
 Listers and Collectors

* Surveyor of Highways

* Jurors

* School Superintendent

 Fire Wardens
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Listers, Collectors, and Tythingmen

e Listers — wrote down list of inhabitants and
their taxable property

* Collectors — two types
— Collected taxes on male citizens and land

— Collected contributions to meetinghouse and
salary of minister

* Tythingman
— Kept order in church
— Maintained the observance of the Sabbath
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Surveyor of Highways

* Inspected town roads
* Hired townspeople to repair roads

e Determined when and where new roads would be
constructed

* Could alter landscape as they saw fit
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P : )

| 7S

| gth Voted that Twelve Pounds be raised for mending

the Great Bridge the year past.

10th Voted That Forty Pounds be raised to defray

Town charges the present year,

1th Voted That that part of the money assest

last year to mend High ways and not committed, be

this year appropriated to mend the High Ways.

12th Voted that the Select men sell the Pest House
for what it will fetch.

13th Article dismissed. :

Recorded Pr. Step n. Longfellow Town Clerk

Falmouth Feb ry.20th 1753.
By the desire of the Selectmen of Falmouth
I, the Subscriber have measured and laid out Roads in
Falmouth aforesaid as follows = i
Begin at Henry McKennys westerly corner at Cape
Elizabeth thence 7
North 35 Degrees West 19 Rod on the top of the Sea
Wall to Hanscoms Point thence
North 59 Degrees East 9 Rod thence
North 32 Degrees West 3L Rod on the top of the sea
Wgll to Capt, Wm.Wentworths Land thence
South 88 Degrees West 7% Rod theace

Falmouth Feb ry.20th 1753.
By the desire of the Selectmen of Falmouth
I, the Subscriber have measured and laid out Roads in
Falmouth aforesaid as follows = Y
Begin at Henry McKennys westerly cormer at Cape
Elizabeth thence 5
North 35 Degrees West 19 Rod on the top of the Sea
Wall to Hanscoms Point thence
North 59 Degrees East 9 Rod thence
North 32 Dezrees West 34 Rod on the top of the sea
Well to Capt, Wm.Wentworths Land thence
South 88 Dezrees West 74 Rod theice
North 9 Dezrees West 11 Rod thence
North 47 Degrees East 6 Rods thence -
North 9 Degrees East 12 Rod thence
North 21 Degrees West 19 Rod thence
North 12 Dezrees East 30 Rod thence
North 31 Degrees West 16 Rod thence Narth 90 Rod“between

torn Figld in the Road that is now trod then o
S 53 Degbeds WestiBé-Rod then
South 88 Dearees West 29 Rod then
tmh 57 Degrees West 30 Rod, which goes about 7 Rod
so the Northward of John Jordans Barn, then
“outh 82 Degrees West 9l Rod near the swamp to the
Sgr:h"”d of Richard Jordans Barn, thence
st h 63 Degrees West 50 Rod to a small red oak tree
ending about 2 Rod to the Southward of James Jordans
s;;';‘hthgnce
D 83 Degrees West 28 Rod then
)1":““ 41 Degrees West 16 Rod which leads into the
Thmer Road over the long causeway to Clement Jordans
°n: goad to be Two Rod in width, and to be extended
0d each way, from these courses.

Falmouth, Maine 1753 Road Survey
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Leather
Sealer

Haywards

Surveyors
of highways

Petit jurors
Pound

keeper

Fence
viewers

Alburgh, VT 1792 - Other Offices
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QUESTIONS?
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Overview of Various

Town Records
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Land Records
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Land Records

* First land dispersal from Colony to Town
— Found in “Proprietors” Records

— Proprietors were original settlers that petitioned
colonial legislature for new settlements

e QOther land documents in Town Records
— Plats
— Deeds

— Resolution of boundary disputes
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Tip:
Read the first pages!
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Read the first pages!

* Always read the first pages of the earliest town
record books

* Hold important information about WHO settled
the town and WHEN town was founded

* New communities founded with neighbors
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Keeping Track of

Property
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Earliest Colonial Settlements
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Ear Marks

* (Cattle and sheep were grazed on common lands

* Important that each animal had identifying mark

* Marks recorded by town clerk

— Transfer of ear marks from person to person can
prove parentage or relationships
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Ear Marks

i
2
'
£

Ear Mark - Rehoboth, Mass.
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Ear Marks
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Ear Mark - Ipswich, Mass.
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Military Records
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Military Record — Oakham, Mass.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 76



Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Tax Records

* Recorded by the Assessor or Tax Collector
* Format differs in each town
* Can help determine age

e Serve as a vital record substitute

— Individual not recorded on tax roll could have died
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Tax Records

* Elizabeth Dudley of Exeter, New Hampshire
— Born circa 1697 in Exeter

— First married in 1725, Simon Gilman; he died 28
February 1749/50

— Second married Jonathan Gordon; he died in 1767

— Granted power of attorney to her son Samuel
Gilman in 1768

e When did she die?
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©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 79



Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

1Lk /){?mawn n
L (itman 1% el
i Jobin ;ﬁmﬂmt ‘r"’"“’““a i f. 3 1
| Tsvoad flreglmanteumnd | £ 3. A48 S
SN, Way RS L e
Zlnv(rlvl( vlridnt = = wflon w ey e
J.,.; b f,J“/..M,‘J.,,rA tglks b Bt
Tl Ay DR R o~
(.f.p fiad 7 2

i

o

.‘;_‘ "1 . I-r é;‘. b

?/.ﬂqw \jx"‘.l_o.ﬂ 7/,' ,, ff{rr!fl A - ~ b i i
e e / 10“ ‘;" 5 \6"‘—., ~/y 2

o fore /}r .
Cap o Hlean
' l’r;,'zﬂ &
{con ‘
&,“iﬂ, :
A |

X \j).nf-.’.
£ LR 7 A

Hit. 2 - ”rlnf 2

j‘?‘lo-v 2 ’/}Y‘T {o;ol1 re N = pe= ‘ ‘2
/\/!??“( {[’tr'!/rf{ ot A5 {2 - 7

1r-l‘»-x l’ e Z'“ "j e s

,4‘ 4) ’ ) l“ 3 -
c o o Z.M0F

e S

/
/ {onr gfml(rl.-(‘n " S A

I 4

/l ik [7n:1’ A w Vi 1 ‘/.2 R
SR s ] T L%
-/ﬂu.f }[wlll ]Tvﬂ/" PEAD: 7 = i
e Cber: » oAb et o
P ree - 240 . . 8%
r ‘Jlnnr‘r:/m-\(l 7 k n & 'f' / ?,!1 [ 9"
b et ‘-L/nl I'LrL{ yavid -~ o LS i
e 3 f 2 0. IE

A faniel zfvmb i 1’3 “‘“.,E Ay

Tax Record — Exeter, NH, 1771

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 80



Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Possible Interpretations

* Elizabeth (Dudley) (Gilman) Gordon
1) Moved from Exeter
2) Ceased being head of household
3) Died between 1770 and 1771
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Treasurer’s Records
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Treasurer’s Records

* Reimbursements to townspeople for services
* Payment to soldiers for service
* Best sources for the poor and women

* Apprenticeships
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Tools Towns Used to
Support the Poor

* Relief in the home
— Supplies such as food or wood and sometimes cash

— Called “outdoor relief”

* Binding Out
— Indentures between town and a community member -
often for children, e.g. Pauper Apprenticeship

* Pauper Auction

— Public auction where the indigent were auctioned to
the lowest bidder
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Town Cost Avoidance

- Warning Out

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 1: Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through 19th Centuries

Warnings Out

e Practice in New England until early 19t century

* Non-residents of town examined upon arrival to
determine if likely to become public charges

* Inhabitants of a town had the right to be supported by
the town if the inhabitant became unable to support
themselves

* Some towns made it a practice to warn out all
newcomers

e Warnings did not always mean that the person was
escorted to the edge of town.
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Historical Records Survey

* Works Progress Administration

* Survey and index of historical records in local,
state, and county repositories

* Guides published for some communities

* Many unpublished guides
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Historical Records Survey

- 25 -

fown Clerk ~ Governmental
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ﬁﬁ?ﬁ?%ﬁﬁ{%ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ;?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ? 34 1876-190? 2 vols.; Town Records, 1833-77, 1907-33, 3 vols,
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15; one unnumbered; 3+8), Title varies:

34, 18761907, 2 vols Town Records, 1830
Record of weu-ning: and minutes of annual end specie
1806=~t warnings show place, date, and time meetir
articles to bo acted upon, date of warning, names ¢
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For relatod warning rucurdn, soe entry doxid,
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i j\butl‘acl‘. of tho Individual Lists and Grani
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¢ porsons adopting boforo justice of p¢
E ond clork’s attost; vols. 3, 4.
: iii. il\gxaumants) 1876, entry 19.
3 iv. (Births, Family Reoords of), 1804-6, entr)

+ (Town Meeting and Miscellanecus) Record(s), vol
see entry 3.

. Tbid., vol. 6, p. 68.

of Vermont, 1860, No. 23,
Tawk of Vermont, 1892, No. 52, sec. l.

orap

Ibid., vol. lr, vol, for 1833-66, vols. 3-6, passin.

entry 46.

ii, Adoption record, 1874, 1884, showing name and address of
person edopted, namos and addrossos of persons adopting,
nome of child aftor adoption, namos of signers-persons
adopting and witnessos, acknowledgmont of guardian and
porsons adopting boforo justice of poace, date recorded,
and clerk's attest; vols, 3, 4.

iii. (Agreements), 1876, entry 19.
iv. (Births, Fbmzly Becords of), 1804-6, entry 22.

Albany in Orleans County, Vermont
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Earlier Work by Public

- Archives Commission
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BRUNSWICK.

The town of Brunswick, originally part of the Pejepscot proprie-
tors’ lands, was incorporated in 1738. The early records of the settle-
ment must be sought in the records and papers of the Pejepscot
proprietors, in the possession of the Maine Historical Society.

RECORDS OF TOWN MEETINGS,

These records are carefully preserved in a safe in the office of the
town clerk. With the exception of the first volume, which is dog-
eared and often barely legible by reason of the fading of the ink, the
records are in good condition. :

“Town book” I contains not only the minutes of town meetings from 1739
to 1812. but vital records and matter of a most varied character, such as deeds
of pews, marks of wmill logs, sheep and cattle marks, records of stray beasts,
notlces of people warned from town, records of bounds, of collectors’ land sales,
and of school district divisions,

Book II, minutes of town meetings, 1813-1829; vital records; miscellaneous
records.

Volume 4, minutes of town meetings, 1%

Volume 5, minutes of town meetings, 1€

Volume 6, minutes of town meetings, 18

Volume 7, minutes of town meetings, 1889-1904,

*Volume & minutes of town meetings, 1901 to date.

3
d

Maine Inventory - 1908
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VITAL RECORDS.

These records are contained in part in the foregoing volumes and
in part in the following, also in the office of the town clerk:

Records of births, deaths, and marrlages (fragmeuntary records) are in Book
I down to 1813.

Marriages, 1808-1836, and marringe intentions, 1813-1838, as well as births.

and deaths, are In Book Il

¥lital records from 1837 to 1860 are scattered through Book IIT and Rook IV,
which contain also miscellaneous records.

Records of marriages and deaths from 1860 to 1802 are in Book V.

Records of marringes, of marriage intentions, of births, and of deaths, from
1802 to date, are kept in separate volumes,

FINANCIAL RECORDS,

The vault in the office of the selectmen contains the following:

Records of valuation, 1827 to date.

Tax books, 1818 to date.

Order accounts of the board of selectinen, 1807 to date.

School district accounts, 1820-1880.

Book of records for town's poor, one volume (small), ISTT-IN3S.
Pauper accounts, one volume (small), ISHH-1884 ‘

Town farm uaccounts, one volume (swmall). ISS4—IN8N,

Pauper notices, one volume (small), 148-1561.

Pauper notices, one volume (small), 18GO-155S,

Bonds of 1864, “To whom sold,” one volume,

There are also in this vault the following records:

Selectmen's records (minutes of meetings, ete.) four volumes, 1827 to date,
Book of warrants, oue volume (small), 1N32-1844

Warrants for school meetings, one volume (stall), 18261860

Register of oaths to town officers, one volume (small), 1831-1868,
Record of sheep marks, one volume (smadl), 1822-1853.
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Check the Town Hall

e Understand the |
collections &4 -

BERWIC

K MAINE

e (Call the Town Clerk
e Visit Town Hall
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Summary

* If your ancestor is not in the Town Vital Records,
try other types of Town Records

* Town Records place your ancestor at a place and
time and give a glimpse of their status

* Town Records may be challenging to use, but the
rewards are great
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.orqg
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Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations

(®) scan ME
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£ American Ancestors. P i e [ Bookstore (1) Aboutus  ©) Create aTree
SearCh Events IOinl Renew Give 10 Million Names  Publications Expert Help Tools Projects Centers & Initiatives

Researching in New England Town Records: 17th through
19th Centuries

Thank you for registering for the online seminar, Researching in New England Town Records: 17th Through 19th Centuries!

Among family history researchers, early New Englanders are famous for having created a wealth of records that provide insights into their lives. This was in
large part due to the important role that the town played in early New England. Town and church records from the region can contain a wealth of
genealogical information—including records of births, marriages, burials, mortgages, name changes, and more. In this 5-week online seminar we'll delve

into these important resources for New England researching in the 17th through 19th centuries and demonstrate how you can get the most out of these
records for your own family history.

This course includes five 90-minute classes and exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation. These recordings and all course
materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

https://www.americanancestors.org/piecing-together-story-analyzing-records-and-

drawing-conclusions
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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£ American Ancestors.
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