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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Determine if he fought
• Union and Confederate service records
• Pensions
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Voice of 
David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist 
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How the Civil War may have affected 
your Ancestors

• Economy

• Employment

• Divided the allegiance of their family

• Destroyed livelihoods, destruction of farms, or troops 
raiding their property or occupying their homes

• Loss of family members and friends who fought on 
both sides of the war
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Step

Determine if he 
fought

#1
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Does your ancestor 
“fit the description”?

• Search the 1860 U.S. Census

• Male, in good health

• Draft registration 

• How old was he in 1861?
– Average age 18-30
– Most soldiers born 1790 

to 1850

• Good teeth for the infantry?

• If on the young side, did his father enlist?
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Treasures in the attic
• Letters, Diaries, Photographs

• Military Ephemera

• Verifying oral tradition
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Graveside Hints
• G.A.R. flags

• Veteran plots

• Military gravestones
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Probates and 
Deeds for Your 

Veteran
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City Directories
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State Sources

• State Archives holdings
- Example: NH Enlistment

• Published compilations of 
veterans

• Adjutant General reports
• G.A.R. and C.S.A. Veteran 

Membership lists
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Census Clues
• Federal census

– 1890: special schedule
– 1910: veteran question
– 1930: veteran question

• State census (depends on state)
– Three enumerated in 1865
– Loss or absence of fighting age men
– Special veteran status questions
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1890 Census Special Schedule 

1890 U.S. Census, Special Schedule
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1910 U.S. Census, Veteran Question
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1930 U.S. Census, Veteran Question
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1865 Massachusetts  Census
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1865 Rhode Island Census
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1865 New York  Census
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Step
Learn about your 
Ancestor’s service

#2
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nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
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What details does the database 
contain for Civil War veterans?

• Regiment or battalion
• Whether Confederate or Union
• Company (Letter of his company example: Co. A, Co. F)
• Soldier’s rank in and rank out
• Alternate name(s)
• National Archives source microfilm number
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Typical details on a Compiled 
Military Service Record (CMSR)

• Soldier’s name
• Age
• Rank
• Military unit(s) served in
• If he was imprisoned, where and when captured
• If he deserted, when received and when discharged 

and by whom one was discharged
• If died where and when death occurred
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Requesting Copies
• Email: Inquire@arch2.nara.gov
• Visit www.nara.gov
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NATF-86 order form
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archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records.html
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Company Muster Roll
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U.S. Army Register of Enlistments, 
1798-1914

• Available from Ancestry.com

• These U.S. Army registers record the following details:
Name
Date of Enlistment (when, where, length)
Where born and age
Occupation
Physical Description
Regiment
Company
Number of enlistments
And additional remarks field
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U.S. Marine Corps
• U.S. Navy and Marines database of United States 

Naval Enlistment Rendezvous 1855-1891
available from FamilySearch.org 
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/1825347

• U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1959
available on Ancestry.com
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1089/
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Other Resources
• Town histories

• County histories

• College year books 
or alumni registers

• Statewide compilations 
of veterans
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Other Resources
• Town histories

• County histories

• College year books 
or alumni registers

• Statewide compilations 
of veterans
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Tip
Consider family 

members who served 
(brothers, fathers, uncles, 

cousins, etc.)
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Confederate Veterans
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fold3.com/publication/29
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fold3.com/publication/29
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fold3.com/publication/29
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fold3.com/publication/29

Class 4: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 42



fold3.com/publication/29
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fold3.com/publication/29
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ancestry.com/search/collections/1106/
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ancestry.com/search/collections/1106/
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ancestry.com/search/collections/1106/
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/103087
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M260 – Confederate Naval and 
Marine Records 

• Hospital and prison records, Navy and Marine A-Z 
(NARA Series M260, Roll 1-4) 

• Papers relating to Naval and Marine Personnel A-Z 
(NARA Series M260, Roll 5-7)
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/103087
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/103087
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familysearch.org/search/catalog/103087
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archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/confederate-navy
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QUESTIONS?
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Step

Determine whether your 
ancestor was killed or 

wounded

#3
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VA Statistics on the Civil War
Union
Total Service members (Union) ............................... 2,213,363
Battle Deaths (Union)............................... 140,414
Other Deaths in Service (Union)..................224,097
Non-mortal Wounded (Union)...................281,881

Confederate
Total Service members (Conf.)...................1,050,000
Battle Deaths (Confederate)....................... ...74,524
Other Deaths in Service (Confed.)..................59,297, 
Not including the 25,000 to 31,000 who died in Union Prisons
Non-mortal Wounded (Confed.) ................Unknown
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Other Resources
• Published sources

– Regimental histories 
(Archive.org or 
HathiTrust.org)

– U.S. Roll of Honor –
Ancestry.com

• Newspapers
• Death registers

Class 4: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 57



Newspapers
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Death Registers
• Includes date, location, and cause of death
• Lists occupation
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Step

Search for Pensions
#4
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Union Pensions
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Pension files
• Held at National Archives

• T288 Index

• T289 Index
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Invalid Pension
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Widow
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Mother or Father’s Pension
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Remarried Widow
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Invalid, Widow, and Minor Child
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• Email: Inquire@arch2.nara.gov
• Visit www.nara.gov

Requesting Copies
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NATF-85 order form
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https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/start.swe
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Tip
Visit the archives and use 
a digital camera for free!
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• Declaration for pension and pension application

• Certificate of disability

• Surgeon’s certificate with disability description (form and 
sketch)

• Questionnaires (Form 3-447 used before 1902; Form 3-389; 
widow questionnaire)

• Affidavits (for and against the pensioner)

• Correspondence

• Bills and receipts

Typical Pension file papers
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Declaration for Invalid Pension
and Increase for Pension Forms
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Surgeon’s certificate
• Includes a form and sketch describing disability
• Form provides:

– Date of examination
– Name and rank of claimant
– Claimant’s post office address
– Cause of disability
– If a pensioner, the amount 

of pension
– Claimant’s statement 
– Full description of disabilities
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Questionnaire Form 3-447
• Used before 1902
• Genealogical goldmine of information
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Form 3-447 asks:
When were you born ?
Where were you born ?
When did you enlist ?
Where did you enlist ?
Where had you lived before you  

enlisted ?
What was your post office address 

at enlistment ?
What was your occupation at 

enlistment ?
When were you discharged ?
Where were you discharged ?
Where have you lived since discharge? 

Give dates, as nearly as possible, 
of any changes of residence.

What is your present occupation ?
Physical description
What is your height ? (feet. & inches) 
Your weight ?
The color of your eyes ?  
The color of your hair ?
Your complexion ?
Are there any permanent marks or scars 

on your person? If so, describe.

What is your full name ? Please write it 
on the line below, in ink, in the 
manner in which you are 
accustomed to sign it, in the 
presence of two witnesses who 
can write.
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Questionnaire Form 3-389
• Used as of 1915
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Form 3-389 asks:
Date and Place of Birth; The name of Organization in which you served ?
What was your post office at Enlistment ?
State your wife’s full name and her maiden name.
When, where and by whom were you married? 
Is there any official or church record of your marriage ?; If so, where ?
Were you previously married ? If so, state the name of your former wife, the date 

of  the marriage, and the date and place of her death or divorce. If there 
was more than one previous marriage, let your answer include all 
former wives.

If your present wife was married before her marriage to you state the name of 
her former husband, the date of such marriage and the date and place of 
his death or divorce, and state whether he ever rendered any military or 
naval service, and if so, give name of the organization in when he 
served. If she was married more than once before her marriage, to you, 
let your answer include all former husbands.

Are you now living with your wife, or has there been a separation?
State the names and dates of birth of all your children, living or dead.
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Widow’s pension
• After Sept. 8, 1916, accompanied

by a questionnaire asking:
– Widow’s certificate no.
– Name of soldier (or sailor)
– Service of soldier (or sailor)

“Sir:  I am pensioned under the above certificate 
number, because of the service of the soldier (or 

sailor) named.  I was his wife during the Civil 
War.  I am ___ years of age, having been born 

_______ at ________.  I am entitled to the 
increase of pension provided by the first section 

of the Act of September 8, 1916.”
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Pension Application for Mother, father, 
children, and dependent brothers
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Affidavits & Correspondence
• Sworn statements regarding the legitimacy of the 

veteran’s claim; expressing the need of pension or 
disability

• Provided by fellow soldiers, doctors, state and 
federal soldiers’ home, or neighbors

• Guardian declaration for minor child pension
• Letters from veteran or his family regarding        

application for pension 
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Bills and receipts
• Bills and Receipts for the veteran and his widow 

billable to the Pension Office
• Last payment to the veteran or widower
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Tips when visiting
NARA in Washington, D.C.

• Copy all application and certificate numbers 
carefully on your slips.

• Turn in slips on a regular basis if you have many 
requests.

• COPY THE ENTIRE FILE!! – sort later

• Don’t forget the Wrappers sheets
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Making sense of the paperwork
• Sort copies out in chronological order

• Make sure front and back is together

• Make another set of your copies and work with 
the original set only when needed.
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QUESTIONS?

Class 4: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 94



Confederate Pensions
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Confederate Pension Records
• Not located at the National Archives.

• State repositories maintain the original records.

• FamilySearch.org: Arkansas, Florida, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee.
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www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/confederate/pension.html
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http://vault.georgiaarchives.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/TestApps
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The Last Civil War Veterans

Last Union 
Albert Woolson

d. 8-2-1956, age 109

Last Confederate
Pleasant Crump

d. 12-31-1951, age 104
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The Last Civil War Widows
Last Union 
Gertude Janeway
d. 1-17-2003 age 95

Last Confederate  
Maudie Hopkins

d. 8-17-2008, age 93
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@ americanancestors.org
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Consultations
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AmericanAncestors.org/those-who-served-military-research-colonial-conflicts-world-war-ii
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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