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Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Determine if he fought
• Research and Resources
• Lineage societies
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Voice of
David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist
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Step

Determine if he 
fought

#1
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Too young or Too Old ?
• Ages not listed, no town given

• Age range of typical soldier, 18-35

• Average birth year 1775-1795

• Extremes mid 1750s & late 1790s
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Cemetery Clues
• Is there a gravestone? 

• Cemetery and Burial records

• Transcribed Gravestones

• Where is his spouse buried?

• Is there a flag marker?
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Step
Research

#2
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Useful Resources
• Muster rolls

• Quartermaster 
Rolls

• Published 
genealogies

• Correspondence 
from officers

• Town Histories 

• Service records

• Pension files 

• Journals and 
diaries

• 1840 Census

• Maps
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Original Records at NARA
• War of 1812  Compiled Military Service Record 

(NARA M602) a part of Record Group (RG 94) 
Records of the Adjutant’s General’s Office.

• War of 1812 Pension Record (NARA M313)
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War of 1812  Compiled Service Record 
(NARA M602)
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CMSR – M602
• Compiled primarily from Federal and State 

Muster Rolls.

• Pay orders and pay vouchers.

• Misc. Federal & State military documents.

• Contains the name, rank and unit for the veteran.
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Tip
Louisiana, Mississippi, 

N. Carolina & S. Carolina
are not in M602
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FamilySearch.org/search/collection/1916219

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17



FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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Tip
Check for multiple

enlistments 
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Ancestry.com
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War of 1812 Papers on Ancestry 
NARA – Papers of the State Department 1789-1815

• RG59 – M588 (7 rolls of microfilm)

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 23



Contents of M588
• Letters Received Concerning 

Letters of Marque, 1812-1814

• Letters Received Regarding 
Enemy Aliens, 1812-1814

• U.S. Marshal’s Returns of 
Enemy Aliens and Prisoners of 
War, 1812-1815

• Requests for Permission to Sail 
from the United States, 1812-
1814

• Passenger Lists of Outgoing 
Vessels

• Correspondence Regarding 
Passports, 1812-1814

• Agreements for the Exchange 
of Prisoners of War, 1812-1813

• Misc. Letters Received 
Concerning the Release of 
Prisoners, 1812-1815

• Reports of William Lambert, 
Secret Agent, 1813

• Misc. Intercepted 
Correspondence, 1789-1814
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Ancestry.com
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War of 1812 Index
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Contents of M1747
• Lists of prisoners

• Accounts of clothing provided U.S. agents to prisoners 
held in Canada

• Lists of soldiers captured at a certain place or in a 
certain battle

• Lists of prisoners held at a certain place

• Lists of prisoners who died in captivity

• Lists of men exchanged

• Correspondence
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 31



Ancestry.com/search/collections/1198/
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QUESTIONS?
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U.S. Navy Records
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NARA RG 45
Naval Records Collection of the Office of Naval 
Records and Library, 1775-1910.

• Muster Rolls and Payrolls of Vessels 1779-1885.

• Muster Rolls and Payrolls of Shore Establishments 
of the U.S. Navy, 1800-1842.
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Archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/045.html
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Archives.gov/research/military/logbooks/navy.html
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U.S.M.C. Records

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 38



NARA Microfilm T1118
U.S. Marine Corps Muster Rolls, 1798-1892

• Name

• Rank

• Enlistment date and muster date

• Vessel or installation where the Marine was located  
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Ancestry.com

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 40



Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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www.ancestry.com
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State Records
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Archive.org/details/recordsofmassach00mass
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Archives.nysed.gov1812_claims.shtml
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Regimental Histories
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usawc.libguides.com/graduates_others
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history.navy.mil/research/histories/ship-histories/danfs.html
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Wikipedia.org
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Tip
Adopt the Regiment or 

the Crew
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Create a Regimental or 
“Company” History

• Adopt the Regiment

• Where did they fight?
– Letters & Diaries
– Maps
– Muster Rolls
– Pension Files
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Pension Research
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Pension Guidelines
• Acts of Congress in 1871 and 1878

• Service of 14 days or any engagement of battle

• 1905: Hiram Cronk collects the last pension for a 
veteran.

• 1936:  Lydia Ann (Kimble) Graham collector of 
the last widows pension dies at the age of 97.
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Published Resource

Index to War of 1812 
pension files 

by Virgil White
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Pension Index Details 
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War of 1812 Pension Record 
(NARA M313)

• Application of veteran or widow

• Proof of service

• Affidavits relating to claim

• Correspondence from veteran

• Receipts 

• Genealogical information, 
e.g. death certificate
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Fold3.com
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Fold3.com

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 61



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 62



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 63



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 64



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 65



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 66



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 67



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 68



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 69



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 70



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 71



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 72



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 73



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 74



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 75



Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 76



Tip
Look for pensions of 

fellow soldiers
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1840 Census of Pensioners

• War of 1812 
pensioners and 
widows

• First census to 
give exact age

• Lists who veteran 
is residing with
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QUESTIONS?
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Bounty Land Warrants
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War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858
• First series Bounty Land for War of 1812 service were 

issued under acts of December 24, 1811, January 11, 
1812, and May 6, 1812 

• Congress stated that noncommissioned officers and 
soldiers serving for five years (or discharged earlier), 
or their heirs, would eventually be entitled to 160 
acres of land from the public domain in partial 
compensation for their military service

• Six million acres of land in the Territories of 
Michigan, Illinois, and Louisiana were set aside for 
this purpose
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War Bounty Land Warrants, 1789-1858

• Second series per act of Congress on December 
10, 1814

• Act increased by doubling the acreage offered to 
soldiers enlisting after that date

• These warrants per this act were called “Double 
Bounty Warrants”
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/1165/
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/1165/
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/1165/
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Ancestry.com/search/collections/1165/

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 86



Ancestry.com/search/collections/1165/
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glorecords.blm.gov/search
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glorecords.blm.gov/search
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glorecords.blm.gov/search
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Step
Seek out or apply to 
Hereditary Societies

#3
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Hereditary Societies
• General Society of the War of 1812 

• United States Daughters of the War of 1812

• Military Society of the War of 1812

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 92



General Society of the War of 1812 

Membership Applications, 1854-1979

AmericanAncestors.org

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 93



AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2781/general-society-of-the-war-of-1812-membership-applications-
1854-1979
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AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2781/general-society-of-the-war-of-1812-membership-applications-
1854-1979

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 95



AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2781/general-society-of-the-war-of-1812-membership-applications-
1854-1979
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AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2781/general-society-of-the-war-of-1812-membership-applications-
1854-1979
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General Society of War of 1812 Membership 
Application

Class 3: For Those Who Served

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 98



1871
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Last  American Veteran of War of 1812
• Hiram Cronk (April 29, 1800 - May 13, 1905)

• Born in Frankfort, New York

• Enlisted with his father and two brothers on 
August 4, 1814 and served with the New York 
Volunteers in the defense of Sackett's Harbor

• Discharged November 16, 1814

• Received a pension of $12 per month

• In 1903, Congress increased it to $25 per 
month

• He also received a special pension of $72 per 
month from the State of New York
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Last Widow
• Lydia Kimble Graham of 

Pendleton County, WV,

• Died April 1, 1936

• Married in 1869 to Isaac 
Graham (1793-1881)

• They had three children
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@ americanancestors.org
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Consultations
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AmericanAncestors.org/those-who-served-military-research-colonial-conflicts-world-war-ii
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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