Class 2: For Those Who Served 11/10/2025

For Those Who Served

Class 2: Revolutionary War
Patriots

Elizabeth Peay, Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
E3 American Ancestors.

Meet today’s presenter

Elizabeth Peay :

Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

Presentation (60 mins.)
* Step-by-step approach

¢ Pension files

» Hereditary societies

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
Elizabeth Peay

| Genealogist of the Newbury Street Pr

tep #l
Determine
if he fought

5
Too young or Too Old ?
* Ages not listed, no town given
* Age range of typical soldier, 18-35
* Average birth year 1735-1760
* Extremes: early 1700s & late 1760s
6
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Cite as you go!

The Potobl Gescloist

WRITING Genealogical
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How o Wi andPbish Yor FamiyHistory

Vital Records

* Birth, marriage, and death Records

* Often provide the names of the individual's
parents and/or spouse

* Depending on the state, records may be held on
the state, county, and/or town/city level

* These facts will be the building stones of your
research

Cemetery
Clues and Pitfalls

« Is there a gravestone for your vet?

« Cemetery and burial records

« Transcribed gravestones

o Is there a flag marker? Is it correct?

+Where to look:
—findagrave.com
—billiongraves.com
—interment.net

—locateagrave.org
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Mismarked Graves

11/10/2025

| Gravestone of Captain Simon Gross (Lebanon, Conn.)

10

SIMON GROSS

QUALIFICATION: Rule of 1854

MILITARY ABSTRACT: 2nd or 3rd Lieutenant, Continental Frigate Boston,
12 Oct. 1776; taken prisoner, 9 July 1777; exchanged, 24 Jan. 1778; Lieutenant,
Continental Frigate Confederacy, by 30 Oct. 1778; taken prisoner, 14 April
1781; released, summer or fall 1781; Subsequent Service: Captain, Revenue-
Marine cutter Active, Jan. 1791; resigned, July 1792, succeeded by Captain

vid Porter; 1st Lieutenant, United States Frigate Constellation, 30 Aug.
resigned or discharged, May 1798."

BIRTH: His birth and parentage are unclear.

MARRIAGE: Conjectural: (1) possibly Baltimore, Md. 14 Aug. 1787 to MARy
Lewis, whose birth is unknown, died before 1798; (2) possibly Baltimore 22
Jan. 1798 to ANN JoB ALLISON, whose birth and death are unknown.” Given
the uncertainty of his birth and parentage, these marriages are speculative.

DEATH: After 1803.*

11

Family Relics in the Attic

By His-Extassanon
o Letters GEORGE WASHINGTON, Esgs

Gienersl and Gomander i Chief of ehe Forces of the United

« Diaries

« Paintings

« Guns & Swords
« Discharge Papers
Oral Traditions

12

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: For Those Who Served 11/10/2025

Artifacts %

* Mementos left by your ancestor can add more
than you might think ]

*  Weapons, badges, original commissions,
clothing, personal effects

* Photos and Images

Research

Where to Start?

* Eric Grundset’s state-by-state source guide
compilations

¢ Connecticut, Maine & Mass.,
New York, North Carolina,
Rhode Island, Virginia, etc.

15
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Make a Timeline

Useful Resources

* Muster rolls ¢ Pension files

* Quartermaster ¢ Journals and

rolls diaries

* Published * 1840 Census
enealogies
B & ¢ Maps

» Correspondence

from officers * TIP: Adopt the

regiment!

* Town histories

17

Going from
Published Accounts to

Muster Rolls
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Mass. Soldiers & Sailors

The following is his Revolutionary War sketch from Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the
Revolutionary War (12:559).

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Caﬁtain of a company of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s
(2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6
days; also, Captain; return of militia officers who joine‘f Col. Jedediah
Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council
Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers
of companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army;
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, cogy of a return of said Poor's co. [year not
§iven]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, signed by men

elonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks service, appears on reverse
of return; also, Captain, Ist co., Col. Daniel Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of
Mass. militia; list of officers to be commissioned in said regiment; ordered in
Council June 26, 1777, that said officers be commissioned; reported
commissioned June 26, 1777.

11/10/2025

19

Looking for the Sources

* Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. Samuel
Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm of Aﬁ)ril 19,
1775; service, 6 days; also, Captain; return of militia officers who
joined Col. Jedediah Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, Dec.
22, 1775; ordered in Council Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be
commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers of companies under
command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army;
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co.
[year not given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777,
signed by men belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks
service, appears on reverse of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel
Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers to be
commissioned in said regiment; ordered in Council June 26, 1777, that
said officers be commissioned; reported commissioned June 26, 1777.

20

Muster Roll Index Microfilm
¢ Massachusetts Muster Rolls

* (index file cards) of the Revolutionary War, 1767-
1833

¢ 259 Microfilms

21
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22

23

Capt. Jonathan Poor

24
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Citing the Primary Source

* Jonathan Poor “Newbury. Captain of a company
of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.)
Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19,
1775; service, 6 days”[1]

* Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808)
of the Revolutionary War - Lexington Alarm rolls
1775, 13:43. [FHL US/CAN Film # 1906243].
Repository: Massachusetts State Archives.

25

Research the Regiment

¢ Once you determine the regiments and companies your ancestor served
in, it is vital to compile any information you can about said regiment.

*  Many books and websites detail the service of the different regiments.
*  Specialized Regiments
*  General Orders

* Public Records

26

Multiple Regiments
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Muster Rolls

¢ Just because a soldier
is listed as part of a
regiment or company,
there is always more
to the story

Never Assume

Transcribed rolls don’t
always include
remarks

28

Tip
Consider Adopting the
Regiment or Crew

What Makes This Different

* Adopting the Regiment allows a
researcher to learn more about
the regiment itself and possibly CUT OFF

Colonel Hunt

more about your ancestor. i

* Your ancestor is just a small
piece of the puzzle, and
widening your lens will allow
you to understand more. ¥

30
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Where to Begin

* Start with what you know
— State, Regiment, Company, Ship, etc.

Continental

Army

Uniforms,

] by charles
M. Lefferts

31

Research The Officers

* Written Records

— Journals

— Official Correspondence

* Biographies, Military
Histories

The bigger the name, the
more written works that
likely exist

32

T3 American Ancestors

search  Events Membership

Biography of Gen. Samuel Holden Parsons

33

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

11



Class 2: For Those Who Served

Letters & Correspondence

&

*  Founders Online

11/10/2025

31 Conn. Continental Regiment (Fold3.com)

35

1
thay 170
233y 1777
e

B Moo

36
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QUESTIONS?

Step %
Learn about
the Pensions

Land Bounty Records

* Explains post-Revolution migrations

* Paperwork can provide details

¢ Rank

* Many applications have been lost or
destroyed

* Lloyd DeWitt Bockstruck (1996)
Revolutionary War Bounty Land
Grants Awarded by State
Governments

39
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Pension Timeline

1776: Half pay for officers and men disabled in
the service and were incapable of earning a living.

1780: Half pay for 7 yrs. To widows and orphans
of officers.

1806: Pensions allowed to veterans of State troops
and militia for the first time.

1818: Pensions for life based on a period of 9 mos.
or until the end of the war.

11/10/2025

40

Pension Timeline

1820: Certified inventories of pensioner’s estate
and income were required.

1832: Pensions granted to those with service less
than 6 mos.

1838: Widows were authorized pensions for 5 yrs.
if they had married the veteran before 1794.

1848: Widows were authorized pensions for life if
they had married the veteran before 1800.

41

Pension Timeline

1853: All widows restrictions were eliminated.
1869: Daniel F. Bakeman last pensioner dies.

1878: Widows authorized pensions for life if the
veteran only served 2 weeks.

1906: Esther (Sumner) Damon the last widow to
collect a pension dies in Vermont.

42
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Genealogical Abstracts

Of Revolutionary War

Pension Files
Volume III: N - Z

Abstracted by
Virgil D. Whice

Virgil White Pension Abstracts

43

Joshua, CT Line & Green Mtn Boys, 541326, BLW #2354-200-31 Nay 1790 assignee Theodosius Fowler, sol
appl 30 Mar 1818 at Addison in Addison Co VT, in 1820 sol was aged 70 & he stated he had 4 daugiten
living with him; Mary 34, Amy 27, Huldah 19 & Nancy aged 16 also a son George aged 13, sol d 23 Nar
1821 at Bridport VT A p

Joshua, Cont & MA Lines, Electy, W8308, sol m Electy Sartvell 30 Oct 1794

MA, sol d 8 Dec 1849 & his wid appl 7 May 1850 at Pike which was then
age of 73 yrs, sol had orig appl 13 Jul 1818 in Allegany Co NY at
Joshua, MA Line, $37549, he appl 13 Apr 1818 at Buxton in York Co MA
children at home; Huldah 28 who took care of the family, Almira 16,
from Canada & grandchildren with him were; Abigail Beecher 12, Mary

Abstracts of Rev. War Pension Files 3815

(continued) Samuel Beecher g
Y, Joshua, MA & NH Line

Joshua Whitney Abstract

44

Going beyond Abstracts
and

Dissecting Pension Files

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Whitney, Joshua
PUACE -
o [ Unnedistates of Amanca >
CONICINR Whitney, Joshua Masaschunsiia
¥ US Ravolutionary War = ;‘ . Mass NH.

Whitney, Joshua A0 o 1151 Meiwin]
|
Shaney s
www.fold3.com

46

T I P

a
Whitney, Joshua
PUBLICATION NAME L
\ s Hastings, Moses:
PUBLICATION TYPE ==
 Ponsions + Joahua Whimey
" E Butler, David
[an-ancencl

Wicker, Lemuel

ReCoRDTYPE El . M““ o
www.fold3.com

47

e A

www.fold3.com

48
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eth

e collections

VETERAN SURNAME o1 VETERAN NAME ) PAGE )

Revolutionary War » Revolutionary War Penslons » Massachusetts W > Whitney > Joshua Whitney » Page

11/10/2025
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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foldz § HOME  SEARCH

BROWSE  MEMORIALS  HELP
“ancestry

Final Payment VouchersIndex For
Military Pensions, 1 1864

tionary War
769

COMPLETE: m—100%

DESCRIPTION DISCOVERIES.

Pension payment records are not typically found in pension application files.
These cards were created as an index for the final payments made to either the
veteran or his widow. They provide additional details on where a family may have
moved in the early- to mid-19th century, death dates of veterans, widows, or
dependent children, and sometimes the maiden name of a widow.

www.fold3.com

56

NAME

AGENC F YME

DATE ACT

)ATE OF PAYMENT -

DATE OF DE T >

FINAL PAYMENT VOUCHER RECEIVED FROM
THE GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

ADMINISTRAT1ON

FORM
GENERAL SERVICES GSA DC 70.7035 GSA DEC 69 7068

Final Payment Voucher Index

57
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1840 Census of Pensioners

* Revolutionary
‘War pensioners
and widows

* First census to

e ‘ CENSUS OF PENSIONERS. give exact age

| KENTUGKY—Continged.

Miones of poedluners for revele- 'ﬁmln of htods af farsilies || * LIStS Who Veteran
Henary o millary dervicer, | Ape, | wih whom pesvicsers e
| £ed Inen 1, 10,

is residing with

BUSSELL QOUNTY.

Bamaned
it
12

o
ey

11/10/2025

Widow'’s Pension Records
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QUESTIONS?

Newspapers

[ ) ESERTED from Capt, Willlam Richarda's

Company in Col, Huntington's Regiment
'Soldicr, who aalls himfelf ¢ riftopher Sher.
mand, of North Ringfton- in the State of Rhode-
IQnd 3 hels & Fedt y Toches high, haa blue Eyes
fort light Hair, light Complexion, a ittty well
fot Man 5 he inlifted Jandary the gth 1777, and
went towards New-London, Whoever will ap-
prehend faid Deferter, and fecure him in 2oy
Gonl in the Utited States, and notify the Sub-
feriber, at Say-Brook, fhall regeive five Dollars
Beward, and all neccfMary Charges,

HENRY HILL) Yieut.

Connecticut Gazette, 11 April 1777

62

Ti
7
ip

Look for diaries of

fellow veterans
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Journals and Diaries

* Published journals

» Transcribed accounts

* Local historical
societies

* Diary of Lt. Jabez Fitch
(New York Public
Library)

64

[ American Ancestors. Min Vel Ghe  Abod

Digital X B

wRowSE - WowTO- ABoUT -

About Our Digital Library & Archives

shotograph.

Newtothe weerstart hare,

digital. AmericanAncestors.org

65

s
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st ook, s g, e ceter
[ r——

digital.americanancestors.org/digital/collection/p15869coll22

66
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A journal of a march from Cambridge [Mass.), on an expedition against
Quebeck, in Colo. Benedict Arnold('s] detatchment, 1775 September 13-1776
June6.

= Backto results

Page2

‘98 Resuts foundn:

|llmmy

[ ep—
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|l -

Page3

>

digital.americanancestors.org/digital/collection/p15869coll22
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E58 ARCHIVEGRID

32 revolutionary war stoughton

H SUMMARY VIEW

PEOPLE GROUPS PLACES
Name I

Name I

© 000000003

)000000000 2
0000000 0O:

ARCHIVES ARCHIVE LOCATIONS. TOPICS

70

What To Do With Your Research

* Write a biography

* Write a book on a regiment

* Start a social media group/Connect with your
fellow enthusiasts

* Apply to a lineage society

71

Step #U
Applying to Hereditary

Societies
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Lineage Societies

 National Society Sons of the American Revolution &
* National Society

Daughters of the American Revolution
* Sons of the Revolution
* Society of the Descendants of Washington’s Army at Valley
Forge
The Society of the Cincinnati
Order of the Founders and
Patriots of America

Daughters of the
American Revolution

11/10/2025

Complete List of
Active Hereditary Societies

74

L = Hembers Websie Join | GBS | Genmlogy | Blog | Shop | Domme | N0} | @

#£DAR - bt Outresch  Collctions  Research  Sapporc DAR

PRESERVATION, SERVICE,
PATRIOTISM & SO MUCH MORE!

The Nacional

o staes thanone.

DISCOVER DAR'S NATIONWIDE IMPACT

o
- AMERICA 130 & HEADQUARTERS.

e

DAR NATIONAL
DARPROJECTS SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL HEADQUARTERS

75
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%DAR Member Descendants GRC Bibles Resources Catalog
Ancestor Search

Seatch for Revolutionary Era Ancestors.

 You must enter a value in atleast one of the marked felds.

Search Options

Ancestor Last Name Poor *
Ancestor First Name Jonatian * Overview & Help ©
State of Service ° hiew Seachy
Advanced Search
Ancestor Number *
Ghild search
State of Birth © Year: 1731
Refine Search
State of Death 0 Year:
Spouse Last/Maiden Name

Become a Member!

‘Spouse First Name

76

%DAR Member Descendants GRC Bibles Resources Catalog

POOR, JONATHAN Ancestor #: AD90836 5 Advanced Search
Service: MASSACHUSETTS Rark: CAPTAIN Child Search
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Refine Search
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Class 2: For Those Who Served 11/10/2025

To Sum Up:

* Was your ancestor the correct age to have fought?

» Examine the pension file for your ancestor.

* Who wrote affidavits for your ancestor?

* Look up their pensions—your ancestor may have
written an affidavit on their behalf.

* Don't forget about journals & diaries of those
additional soldiers who fought with your ancestor.
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors. org

Hire Research Services
research@ americanancestors.or g

Consultations

Book a one-on-one
consultation with EI
a genealogist and '

S
receive help with your - |
family history research! [=] ¢

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ fahli:
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Class 2: For Those Who Served 11/10/2025

£ American Ancestors.
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For Those Who Served: Military Research From Colonial
Conflicts to World War II

AmericanAncestors.org/those-who-served-military-research-colonial-conflicts-world-war-ii
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