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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Determine if he fought
• History of Colonial Conflicts





Step
Determine 
if he fought

#1



Determining the Military Service of 
your Ancestor before the Revolution

• Age at enlistment

• Wars during his lifetime

• Documents & Artifacts

• Pensions 

• Genealogies and local histories



How old was your Veteran ?
• Drummer Boy

• Student Soldier

• Married with Children

• Seasoned Veteran

• Senior Soldier



What colonial wars occurred during his 
lifetime?



17th-Century 
Conflicts 



Pequot War: 1636-1638
• Expansion into Connecticut

• New England settlers and Pequot Indians

• Major battle: Fort Mystic May 26, 1637



King Philip’s War: 1675-1676
• First full scale New England war in the 17th c.

• Metacomet (aka) King Philip and the 
Wampanoag Indians

• Plymouth Colony, Rhode 
Island, Western Mass., 
and beyond





Massachusetts Archives Collection

















King William’s War: 1689-1697
• Glorious Revolution of 1688; England declares 

war on France 1689

• Areas of New York, Maine, and New Hampshire

• Sir William Phips led attack on Port Royal, Acadia

• Failed attempt 
to capture 
Quebec



Sir William Phips’ Expedition 
October 1690





18th-Century 
Conflicts 



Queen Anne’s War: 1702-1713
• England at war with France

• Raids by French and allied 
Indians  from Canada into 
Northern New England 
communities. Attack on                                
Deerfield, 1704

• St. Augustine attacked 1702                                    
and 1704

• French naval action Charleston in 1706

















War of Jenkins’ Ear: 1739-1742
• Capt. Robert Jenkin’s displayed severed ear by the 

Spanish led to war being declared.

• St. Augustine was attacked by Georgia in 1740.

• Spanish attack St. Simon’s Island.



King George’s War: 1740-1748
• Key battle: Fortress Louisburg on Cape Breton in 

modern day Nova Scotia, 1745

• 1748, return of fortress to 
French control



French and Indian War
• “Seven years war” over boundary disputes 

between English colonists and French

• Recapture of Fortress Louisbourg in 1759

• Many British soldiers 
would later fight against
the crown in Revolution









Cherokee Uprising 1760-1761

• Friction of settlers of Virginia and the Carolinas 
led to an attack in 1760 by 1,500 Carolinians.

• In 1761 a militia force of 2,600 led an expedition



War of the Regulators: 1771



Tip
Family Heirlooms 

for Clues



Family Heirlooms for Clues

• What might be in the attic?

• Ask relatives

• Museums and archives

• Ebay or Auction catalogs



What was lost – now is found



Military Commissions



Tip
Examine Probate 

Inventories



Inventories & Family heirlooms?



QUESTIONS?



Locating the Records



Confirm Published Sources
• Don’t re-invent the wheel

• What has already been published?

• State by State Lists

• Local Histories

• Internet resources when available



Published Resources: 
Muster Rolls and military histories

• Compilations of Colonial soldiers

• Published histories of battles 
and wars

• Hereditary Society publications



library.nehgs.org







Tip
Locate the Primary source 

of the Muster Rolls



Seeking the Primary Source

• Locate source book or online

• Consult in person or digital copy

• Inquire the size of the document



Tip
Adopt your ancestor’s 

regiment



Adopt your ancestor’s Regiment

• Research each individual

• Look for additional MSS

• Who were the officers?

• Did they fight together again?



Massachusetts State 
Archives Collection



Mass. Archives Collection
• List of Men Who served in British Military

Organizations, 1710-1774. Name, enlistment date,
time in service, and amount of pay due; available on
Massachusetts Archives Reels 91-99. They are
arranged chronologically.

• Government Responses to petitions and claims for
Payment of individual military service, or for losses
as a result of hostile actions against or by Indians
(17th century). Reels 67-80.

• www.state.ma.us/sec/arc/arcidx.htm



Connecticut State 
Archives



Records of the General Assembly

• Militia 1678-1820

• Rev. War : 1756-1820

• Colonial War: 1675-1806



Maine Historical Society
Portland, Maine



Maine Historical Society
• Zebulon Harmon 18th Century  Military MSS

• MSS on King Williams and King George’s War 
including Muster Rolls 



New England 
Town Records



Military Records
• Militia Rolls

• Payment for military service

• Patriotic service

• Can provide insight into service
– Company, Regiment, Battles



Billerica, MA Town Records



Military Record – Groton, Mass.



QUESTIONS?



American Ancestors 
Databases



AmericanAncestors.org



AmericanAncestors.org



Military Records 
• Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 

1620-1775 (38,238 names)

• Newport, RI: Members of the Artillery Company 
of Newport (1,022 names)



Massachusetts 1620-1775
• Officers & Soldiers in the Seventeenth-Century Conflicts

• Officers & Soldiers, 1702-1722, Queen Anne's to 
Dummer's War   

• Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars 1744-1755

• Officers in the French and Indian Wars 1748-1763  

• Officers & Soldiers 1723-1743

• Officers and Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars, 
1755-1756   



Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 
1620-1775



General Society 
of Colonial Wars 

Membership applications



Membership Applications Online
General Society of Colonial Wars Membership 
Applications, 1893-1949
This database includes all applications and supplemental 
applications to the General Society of Colonial Wars 
starting from their founding in 1893. Material is not 
included for individuals listed in the applications who 
were born after January 1, 1950. This database is 
searchable for given names and surnames, and includes 
records for provided births, baptisms, marriages, deaths 
and burials listed for persons in the line of eligibility for 
membership on the application forms. Currently, the 
database includes applications from Member 1 through 
Member 2629. 



AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2826/



AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2826/



AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2826/



AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2826/



Massachusetts:
Society of Colonial Wars Membership 

Applications, 1560-1970



AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2755/



AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2755/



AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/2755/



Step
Seek out or apply to 
Hereditary Societies

# 3



1638 : Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company 
1927 : National Society Women Descendants of A. & H. A. C. 

1893 : General Society of Colonial Wars 
1932 : National Society Daughters of Colonial Wars 

1896 : National Soc. of Colonial Daughters of the 17th Century
1896 : Order of Founders and Patriots of America 
1898 : National Society Daughters and Patriots of America

1987 : Continental Society Sons of Indian Wars 
1988 :  Continental Society Daughters of Indian Wars 



Remember them all



QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@ americanancestors.org



Consultations



AmericanAncestors.org/those-who-served-military-research-colonial-conflicts-world-war-ii
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