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American Ancestors Experts 
 

Christopher C. Child, Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press, Editor of the Mayflower 
Descendant, and Associate Editor of the New England Historical and Genealogical Register 

 Chris Child has worked for various departments at American Ancestors since 1997 
and became a full-time employee in July 2003. He has been a member of American 
Ancestors since the age of eleven. He has written several articles in American 
Ancestors, e New England Historical and Genealogical Register, and e 
Mayflower Descendant. He is the co-editor of e Ancestry of Catherine 
Middleton (American Ancestors, 2011), co-author of e Descendants of Judge John 
Lowell of Newburyport, Massachusetts (Newbury Street Press, 2011) and Ancestors 
and Descendants of George Rufus and Alice Nelson Pratt (Newbury Street Press, 

2013), and author of e Nelson Family of Rowley, Massachusetts (Newbury Street Press, 2014). Chris holds a 
B.A. in history from Drew University in Madison, New Jersey. His areas of expertise include Southern New 
England, especially Connecticut; New York; ancestry of notable figures, especially presidents; genetics and 
genealogy; African-American and Native-American genealogy, 19th and 20th Century research, westward 
migrations out of New England, and applying to hereditary societies. Chris has lectured on these topics and edits 
the genetics and genealogy column for American Ancestors. 

 

David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist 

David has been on the staff of American Ancestors since 1993 and is an 
internationally recognized speaker on the topics of genealogy and history. He has 
published many articles in the New England Historical and Genealogical Register, 
the New Hampshire Genealogical Record, Rhode Island Roots, Mayflower 
Descendant, and American Ancestors magazine. He has also published eleven books 
including A Guide to Massachusetts Cemeteries. David received his B.A. in History 
from Northeastern University. He is an elected Fellow of the Massachusetts Historical 

Society in Boston, Mass., and a life member of the New Hampshire Society of the Cincinnati and the General 
Society of the War of 1812. David also serves as the tribal genealogist for the Massachusett Tribe at Punkapoag in 
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Massachusetts. His areas of expertise include New England and Atlantic Canadian records of the 17th through 
21st century; American and international military records; DNA research; and Native American and African 
American genealogical research in New England.  

 

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist 

 Rhonda is a nationally recognized professional genealogist and lecturer. Before joining 
American Ancestors in 2006, she ran her own genealogical business for 18 years. She 
was a contributing editor for Heritage Quest Magazine, Biography magazine, and was a 
contributor to e History Channel Magazine and American History Magazine. In 
addition to numerous articles, she is the author of twelve books including the award-
winning e Complete Idiot’s Guide to Online Genealogy, Finding your Famous and 
Infamous Ancestors, and Digitizing Your Family History. She is the editor of the 6th 

edition of the Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research. Her areas of expertise include, immigration 
and naturalization, late 19th- and early 20th-century urban research, missionaries, State Department Federal 
records, New England, Mid-West, Southern, German, Italian, Scottish, Irish, French Canadian, and Atlantic 
Canada research. 

 

Melanie McComb, Senior Genealogist 

Melanie holds a B.S. from the State University of New York at Oswego. She is an 
international lecturer who teaches on a variety of topics including colonial through 
twentieth-century American military research, genetic genealogy, Atlantic Canadian, 
African American, Jewish, and Irish genealogy. She is also an Honorary Fellow of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. She has had articles published in American Ancestors 
Magazine and Fiy Plus Advocate. She is a blogger, known as e Shamrock 
Genealogist.  

 


