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Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Funeral records
• Burial records
• Cemetery records
• Finding the records
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Beyond the Death 
Certificate

Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist
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Beyond the Death Certificate
• Civil death records often more concerned with the 

act of dying

• Funerals allow the living to say goodbye

• Burial cemetery records may offer additional 
insight into:
– Religion
– Family members
– Final wishes of the deceased
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History of Death and Burial
• Penny Colman’s Corpses, 

Coffins, and Crypts: 
A History of Burials

• Henry Holt and Company, 
LLC in New York

• Published 1997
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Corpses, Coffins and Crypts
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Corpses, Coffins, and Crypts Bibliography
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History of Death and Burial
Marilyn Yalom’s The American 
Resting Place, Four Hundred 
Years of History Through Our 
Cemeteries and Burial Grounds

Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston

Published 2008
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The American Resting Place…
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History of Death and Burial
Maurice Lamm’s The Jewish 
Way in Death and Mourning

Revised edition

Jonathan David Publishers, 
Inc., Middle Village, N.Y.

Published 2000
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The Jewish Way in Death and Mourning
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blogs.loc.gov/law/2022/09/evolution-of-american-funerary-customs-and-laws/
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blogs.loc.gov/law/2022/09/evolution-of-american-funerary-customs-and-laws/
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www.ccgsilib.org/articles/misc/american-funerals/
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Funeral Homes and 
Funeral Records
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Funeral Homes
• The business side of burials

• Funeral homes kept information about what was 
needed for the funeral and burial

• Business registers may survive

• Often include personal information about the 
deceased
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Undertaker Bill
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Gaines Funeral Home – Pittsburg, Penn.
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John Mathew Banner Funeral
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John Mathew Banner Funeral
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Fogel West Funeral Home, Houston, Tex.
Funeral register, front page for burial of 
Clyde Stanley Coleman
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Fogel West Funeral Home, Houston, Tex.
Funeral register, back page for burial of 
Clyde Stanley Coleman
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Tip
Funeral home records 
are considered private 

records
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Funerals
• Ceremony to honor the deceased

• A way for the living to say goodbye

• May include a funeral program or funeral card 
about the deceased
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Masonic Funeral Program
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Funeral Program
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Funeral Card
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Funeral Card
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Funeral Card
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QUESTIONS?
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Burials and 
Burial Records

Class 5: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 33



Burial Traditions
• The body is positioned with the head to the west, hands resting 

on thighs, and feet to the east
o If west-east position is not possible, north-south is used 

instead
o Allows the dead to rise at dawn on Judgment Day, see the 

sunrise, and ascend into heaven
o Clergy are buried in the opposite orientation

• Headstone inscriptions on the side facing west

• Quakers used plain coffins, sometimes stacking them on top of 
each other. Nondescript headstones are used.
o Meeting members would remove any gravestones used 

(exceptions: Hicksite and Gurneysite sects)
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Burial Registers
• Details may include the following:

o Name of deceased
o Date died
o Date buried
o Burial plot details
o Age
o Cause of death
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1726/7 Burial Register of Reformed Dutch 
Church, New York City (FamilySearch)
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Our Lady of Lourdes, Death and Burials. 
Revere, Mass.
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Durham County, England
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Tip
Always read the 

introductory section of 
any volume of abstracts
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Introductory Page

In addition to information on entries in the volume, the introduction 
includes:
• A list of parish codes on the next page
• Additional information about what is and isn’t in these volumes

• Alerts that non-Anglican denominations are published elsewhere
• Alerts to the practice of burying individuals dying of suicide (which 

suggests look at newspapers)
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Anglican Burials, Durham Co., England

Thomas Dykes of Fitter’s Row
• Parish: Sunderland (SUN)
• Date: 10 April 1836
• Age: 64 years

James Eadington of Carpenter St.
• Parish: South Shields (SSH)
• Date: 11 June 1833
• Age: 10 months
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Tip
Burial registers may be 
found at the cemetery 

office
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Springhill Cemetery, Interments, 
Danville, Illinois
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Burial Permits
• Developed out of public health and the keeping of 

death records

• Standardized regulations came about in the 19th or 
20th centuries along with collection of vital 
statistics 

• May also find them in places that required “Bodies 
in transit” permits to travel through an area
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Revised Statues – Montana, 1921
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St. John, New Brunswick Burial Permit
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Bodies in Transit, NYC – ca 1871
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nycrecords.access.preservica.com/
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https://nycrecords.access.preservica.com/archive

Class 5: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 49



1856 NYC Bodies in Transit Register
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QUESTIONS?

Class 5: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 51



Cemeteries and 
Cemetery Records
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Church Cemeteries and Graveyards

• The church may oversee their own private 
graveyard or private cemetery.

• Burial records can include:
o Internment records
o Lot sales/transfers
o Maps of the burying ground
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Payments for Burial Lots, Church of the Saviour, 
Jackson, North Carolina (FamilySearch)
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Lot Sale/Transfers
• Deeds for plots in the cemetery

• Date of purchase often based on death of family 
member

• May supply:
– Size of total plot
– Plot number
– Cemetery section

• May be recorded with cemetery or courthouse
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Cemetery Plot Deed
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Cemetery Plot Deed
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Cemetery Plot Deed
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Cemetery Plot Deed
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Cathedral Cemetery, Wilmington, Del.
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Millersburg Cemetery Deed Book & Plat 
Map (Iowa)

Use of “quit claim” suggests 
there may be a connection 
between F.F. & Gladys Bauer 
and Mengo Seaton.
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Millersburg Cemetery Deed Book & Plat 
Map (Iowa)
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Cemetery Deeds, Taylor Co., Iowa
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Plan of the Burying Ground, Church of the Saviour, 
Jackson, North Carolina (FamilySearch)
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Millersburg (Iowa) Plat Map
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Millersburg (Iowa) Plat Map
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Tip
Seek out information 

about the church 
and/or cemetery
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en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Saviour_and_Cemetery
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https://files.nc.gov/ncdcr/nr/NP0261.pdf
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NP0261.PDF – Church of the Saviour and 
Cemetery
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Cremation
• First cremation chamber in North America built 

in Washington, Pennsylvania in 1876
Many doctors promoted cremation as a health 

precaution

• From 1888 to 1963 the practice of cremation was 
forbidden for Roman Catholics.

• Many Quakers choose cremation for the simplicity.
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1993 Certificate of Cremation, St John's Lutheran 
Cemetery Association, Ringtown, Pennsylvania
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Finding the Records
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Possible locationType of Record

Family papersFuneral programs

Family papersFuneral/Prayer cards

Could be:
• Abstracted and published
• Deposited in an archive (funeral home out of 

business)
• Still with the funeral home (funeral home still in 

business)
• Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org

Funeral home records

• Churches
• Cemeteries
• Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org

Burial registers

• Cemeteries
• Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org

Cemetery records

• In the cemetery
• Digitized online

Cemetery tombstones
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Putting it Together
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Cemetery Plot Deed
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Cemetery Plot Deed
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Cemetery Plot Deed
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FindAGrave.com

Class 5: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 81



FindAGrave.com
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FindAGrave.com

Bailey
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Baileys of Hope Cemetery
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Ernest R. Bailey Tombstone
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Putting it Together
• Ernest R. Bailey was a member of the Improved 

Order of Odd Fellow

• Ernest R. Bailey had a wife, Alice A. _____

• Clarence Samuel Bailey was a member of the Mason

• Clarence Samuel Bailey had a wife Henrietta F. 
_____

• Philip Irving Bailey served in World War I
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Marriage of Ernest R. Bailey
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Clarence S. Bailey Masonic Membership 
Card
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Massachusetts Death Index
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Putting it Together
• Ernest R. Bailey was a member of the Improved 

Order of Odd Fellow

• Ernest R. Bailey had a wife, Alice A. (Warren) 
Rand

• Clarence Samuel Bailey was a member of the 
Masons – Olive Branch Lodge (Mass.)

• Clarence Samuel Bailey had a wife Henrietta F. 
Finney

• Philip Irving Bailey served in World War I
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/beyond-grave-uncovering-life-stories-death-records-0
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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